
Donald J. Gross, P.E. 

Colorado River Management

Arizona Department Of Water Resources

May 17, 2016



TOTAL SYSTEM CONTENTS – 48% or 28.59 MAF

50%

%

UTAH

86%

Fontenelle

Flaming Gorge

WYOMING

COLORADO

NEW MEXICO

ARIZONA

CALIFORNIA

Blue Mesa69%

95%

88%

Navajo

Morrow Point

3,651 ft, 2016 

Equalization 

Level

NEVADA

COLORADO RIVER SYSTEM

RESERVOIR STATUS

As of May 1, 2016
Updated May 16, 2016

3,592.12 ft

Lake Powell

45% 11.01 MAF

Lake Mead

37%  9.69 MAF

1,076.13 ft

1,075 ft, First 

Tier Shortage

Data Source: US Bureau of Reclamation

Reservoir Storage (MAF) - As of May 1, 2016

Reservoir Current
Storage Last 

Year
Maximum

Lake Mead 9.693 9.917 26.120

Lake Powell 11.026 10.829 24.320

Fontenelle 0.174 0.185 0.345

Flaming Gorge 3.220 3.210 3.749

Blue Mesa 0.571 0.599 0.830

Morrow Point 0.111 0.110 0.117

Navajo 1.490 1.170 1.700

LAST YEAR – 48% or 28.36 MAF
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(Source: Colorado Basin River Forecast Center)



(Source: Colorado Basin River Forecast Center)
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(Source: Colorado Basin River Forecast Center)
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Lake Powell and Lake Mead Operational Table
Operational Tiers for Water/Calendar Year 2016 Determined from Reclamation’s August 2015 24-Month Study 







Source: United States Bureau of Reclamation

As of May 16

1,074.95



Potential For Shortages

 Water Year 2016 release from Lake Powell will be 
9.0 MAF, which was adjusted upward from 8.23 
MAF in April 2016 

 10% probability of Tier 1 shortage in the Lower 
Basin in 2017 (based the 9.0 MAF release in water 
year 2015)

 56% probability of Tier 1 shortage in the Lower 
Basin in 2018 (with 9.0 MAF release in water year 
2017)

The above was Based on Reclamation’s April 2016 
Colorado River modeling.
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Probabilities of Lower Basin 

Shortage

From Bureau of Reclamation April 2016 Colorado River modeling 

projections for 2017 through 2021.






