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The Department has provided technical and financial assistance to non-AMA watershed partnerships 
since the late 1990’s through its Rural Watershed Initiative Program.  In 1999, the Rural Watershed 
Initiative (Initiative) received an appropriation of $1.2 million from the Legislature to assist 
the groups with development of information to support water resources planning in their areas.  
Although funding has diminished since then, matching funds from other entities have sustained 
key projects partially funded by the Initiative.  A key component of the Initiative approach is that it 
helps local citizens find solutions that match the specific problems in their own regions.  Seventeen 
watershed groups have formed to conduct water resource studies and evaluate management options 
(Figure I-1). 

Several of the watershed groups were already in place as part of a water quality planning effort by 
the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ). 

The watershed groups vary substantially in terms of resources, staff support, and accomplishments. 
In some areas, especially those with significant resources such as the Upper and Middle Verde, 
Coconino Plateau and the Upper San Pedro, efforts have already produced results in the form of 
completed and on-going studies, plans, and specific activities to address availability of water.  
Because of the lack of technical and financial resources and the limited availability of hydrologic 
data, efforts in other areas may take longer to produce tangible results.  Studies and other information 
associated with these groups have been incorporated into the Atlas and a summary of participants, 
issues and projects is provided in Table I-1.
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Figure I-1
Rural Watershed Initiative 

Participants
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