OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
‘ STATE HOUSE
PHOENIX, ARIZONA

HOWARD PYLE
GOVERNOR
February 4, 1954

S, C. Farrington

Chief, Phoenix Real Estate Fisld Offioce
Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army

137 North 2nd Avenus

Phoenix, Arizona

Daar Mr. Farrington:

This ie to assure you that we are in the process of exscuting a quit
claim deed to the United States conveying titls to the real and personal
property comprising Fort Huachuca,

As you have probably learmsd by now, two problems havs bsen giving
us considerable concern.

Our Fish and Game Dapartment has a substantial investment at Fort
Huachuce including the rasponsibility for a herd of buffalo which has been
ranging on the property for some time., Ws have bsen gensrally assured
that there nesad be no conflict between ths Army menagement of Fort Huachuca
and the Game Department's continusd supsrvision of the buffalo herd imn
particular,

The importance of this matter can be better understood if it is noted
here that wa have long since arrived at the conclusion that if the buffalo
couldn't be left on the range they would have to be destroyed, because we
simply can't stand the cost of moving them to another location. Further-
more, we have no other location in Arizona that can be considered suitable
to the preservation and reasomable propagation of these animals,.

It should alszo be understood that the State is systematically holding
the size of this herd to a very reasonable number, This means that it is
not an expanding problem, but one that should be very easily contained
simply by working out the proper understanding between all concermed.

The other major problam of the two in connaction with our return of
title to this property is the future of our Natiomal Guard training faocil-
itiess Tha Arizma National Guard has now reachsd a strength that makes it
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imperative that such a facility as Fort Huachuca be available if possible
for the annual swrner encampment,

It is my understanding that General Fraser, Arizona's Adjutant General,
is well along in the establishing of a proper relationship on this front,
and 1t is certainly our hope that nothing will interrupt the continuity of
our bsest use of certain specified areas of Fort Huachuca for our National
Guard training program.

May I say that we have had fine cooperation from the Department of
the Army in arranging the final details of our transfer of titls on this
property. We want you to know that we welcome the return to a permanent
status of this post, and assurs you that Arizona will do everything possible
to expedite the fullest possible uss of this outstanding reservation,

Sincerely
/ s/ Howard Pyle

Howard Pyle
GOVERNOR
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