DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS
WASHINGTON

V IN REPLY REFER TO 602

Fort Huachuca, Arisona
ENOLY , 2ly June 1949

¥t

Honorable Carl Hayden
United States Senate

Dear Senator Haydenys

Further reference is made to your commmiecation dated 17 May 1949
inclosing a letter from Honorsble Dan E. Garvey, Phoenix, Arisons,
relative to title defeots in certain lands at Fort Humchuca, Arigsonsa,
and at several auxiliary airfields, transferred to the State of Arizona '
by the War Assets Administration.

Early in the war, the Btate of Ariasona requested that the State be
glven equal publie lands for any 8tate lands required to be taken in fee
aimple by the Government for military purposes, The State made this re-
quest in order that the quantity of State landas would not be diminished,
Arrangements were made with the Interior Department to provide public ;
lands in exchange for State lands so taken, Vhen Fort Huschuca and other
installations in the State of Arizona were no longer required for milltary
purposea, they were declared surplus to the War Assets Administration.
Under WAA Regulations, issued pursusnt to the Surplus Property Act of
194}, es mmended, this Department was required to deslare surplus to the
Tiar Assets Adninistration all surplus airport property regardless of the
interest held therein and also any real property vesed under an agreement
with another Covernment ssenoy, if the property had been subatantlally
improved by the using service,

The agreement to exchange lands wag made for the benefit of the
State of Arisona, since the usual policy of this Department in ascguiring
lands is %o provide monetary compsnsation for the taking.

Thia Department has no interest in continuing the exchanges of lands
in Fort Huachuca or other surplus installationa but is interested in the
consummation of pending exchanges between the State and the Department
of the Interior of State lands within active military installations.

The problems attendant to the disposal of the surplus land to which !'v,
Carvey refers are not within the jurisdiction of this Department., Uon-
sequently, I have taken the liberty of referring coples of your letter
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to the War Auuau Adninistration and ths Pepartmwent of the Interior with
the raqua-t. t.hat you bc turf.tm- advued in the prem:ueu. ‘ ,

Simerely yours,

TEWIS A, PIGK
Hajor General

Ohief of Enginecers
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