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Phoenix, Arizona

July 22, 1948

Governcr Dan E. Carvey
Capitol Building
Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Governor Garver: -

Enclosed pleass find a special report by the

Arizona Ceame and Fish Commission on Ft. Huachuca. This
repert has been forrmlated under Public Lawr 537 recently
passed by the 80th Congress authorizing the transfer

of surplus lands primarily valusble for wildlife usz to
the State Game and Fish Commissions. This transfer may
be completed at the 100% discount figure to the State.

You will, no doubt, wish to read over this report

to acguaint jourself with the plans of the Arizona Qame
and Fish Commission for the utilization of this area in
the event it is turned over to us for administration.

Very truly yours,

;éz?é’ £;7fﬂ
THOMAS L. KIMBALL, Director
Arizona Game and Fish Commission
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ARIZOFA GAIE AND FISH CCMMISSION
FEDSRAL AID DIVISION

- Special Rsport =
O‘?.CPOSA.L FCE TH. AQUTISITION AND UTILIZATION
OF FT. HUACHUCA AILITAZY RySERVATION ¥OR WILDLIFEZ oY
TR ARTZONA GANE AND FISH CCLEISSION

Projgct 1&-C Wme L. Ganobrell
Jxly 17, 1294¢

SIATODVENT o0 AUTHCRITY

The 4rizona (ame and Fish Commission is “he ni.icial agency of the Itate
of Arizona charged with the responsibilidty oo ad iniasteringz the wildlife
rasources of the atats, and is autborized, with the censent of the Governor
to acquire, in the name of the State, bv purchase, lcase, or [ift, lands for
wildlife uss.

Ample funds are available %o the Commission for proper adainistration
of the area.

The following proposal for the accuisition of, and plen of use for the
Tort Hvrachueca Nilitary Heservation is submitted by the Arizona Gane and Fish
Commission, predicabsd on the newly enacted fublic leaw 537-8Cth C Congress
which provides for ths transfer of surpl s real property to the Stases for
wildlife uss.

Previous negotistions and informal application, by the Jame Department
for the acquisition of Forit Humchuca have proposed various acreages and
ccoperative nse. One in particular was a division of the originally with-
drawn military'land between the University of Arizona and the Came lepari-
mant wi the latter receiving scme 24,000 acres.

The present application proposes that the entire 44,750 acres or the

riginal withdrawal he Sransferred to the atate under the authority provided
nublic law 537. 4pplication is also made for any portions of the un-

wroved range lands included in the more recently acquired field ardillery

nze which may be adjudged of primary value for wildlife uge.

2
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The extensive perpanent improvements located on th¢ old rort area are
not conceived to te of .alue to wildlife and the disposition of the old :
arsa bto any other agency would be entirely compatitle with the devotion of
the undeveloped rangelands to wildlife use.

7ith reference to the previously mentioned proposed cooperative use or
the area by the Came Department and the University of Arizoma, it is contem—
plated that the Game IJepartwent, in the event of ‘thedcquisition of the area
under this applicetion, will invite and requssc the cooperative participation
of the University in all activities prsviously proposed with the single
sxception of using the grasslands for the grazing of domestic livestock.
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Virure 1
Fort Zuachuca, Arimna 12/4/47

Showing heavy sod cover ol native gprasses in wash bobbom.
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Fort Huachusa, Arizona 12/4/47 o

Game wash as in Figure 1 on the opposi®e side of the road.
aksence of vegetation, except clinpwc siant Sacaton.

taken this area had beuween 3 and 4 vears' rest from grazing.

“%hen photogragh was
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slants shows & ;amge producing votential so zreatly in excess of the allacent
ranzes (Fizures 1 & 2] that the deleterious m;fac*u 21 overuse is shockil ngly
emnhasizﬁd and obvious to even the nos:t cusual observer. loth the composition
and the density of vepetative srowiha stand a3 a liviag obJect leseon to

range students and users and provide the only kmowp oxamzle of wnat such
rancolands locked like before 'eing subjected to the destructive prsssure of

too heavy uge., (Fizure 3) -
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Port Suachuem, Arizena 10/4/c7
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TUAGHR L SRl ol waeltn CrToneay on Lov :‘:}(}L;}Z. Csivn thee ceygnmtal r Toni¥dlle,
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ug 513 Fort Tuachuea Jevsrvaiion of 44,700 acres ls amlinwntly suived
o uge as a Wwildlile rrog: 2omanseeran’t aras by reassn Loth of its
ccation and pature. hesc seac svatures make 10 ideally sultalle for the

e location is fortumate in respact to (1} its accessibilivy by
oxcellent roals while heing romote fro= larger population centers ()
its extreme southerly lasituds, which accounbs lor the prescnce thereon
of a Iloral end fauna eonmrosision alimost unlqua in the Upltod States; ang
(3} whe relatively hizh rainfall and modsrate bemperatures wnlch provide
ideal growinc conditions for toth vepetative and aniral life.
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The rature of the land is unexcelled in the southwsstern United Statea for
wildlife uss.

The aversze annual rainfall of 17 inches, coupled with the mild tempera=-
tures and excellent soll commonr to the region result in probably the highest
production of natural vegetation in the Southwest arid region. d#dildlife is
nroduced and can maintain its numbters in direct proportlon to the production
af beneficial ve.etation upon which it is entirely dependant for food and
protective cover. With the vegetative production on this area very close to
optimal for the southwestern desert country, hatitat conditions for wildlife
of many varieties approach the ideal.

Clewational differences, ranging from 4,000 faet to 7,408 feed provide
variables rainfall, Semperatures ard vegetative compesiiion with accompanying
eavirommental differencss which creajte iisal habitat conditions for an unusuel
varieby of virds and animals.

Tha comparatively lizht zrazing use made of thes area by livestook in paat
years has nermitbed the zrowth and maintenance of the planmts which are begth
adanted by mature to local conditions. Thess plants, in & large measure, are
tha most teneficial for wild anlwal and bird uss cceurring in the region, and
zav, under intensive managemsub, be evxpechted to support optimal game popula-
tions with maximem annual production for harvesting by public hunting,

Perhaps the best indicater of oubstanding snuitebility for wildlife pur-
-osea ls the presence teday upon the area, in the faecs of heavy human vopula-
tiona, of toth white tail ans Desert Mnle Deer, in abundance, Gambel quail,
scailed guail and Mearns guall, Journing dovesg, Fand-Talled pigeons and white
winzed doves. These game speciss have teen able %o survive on the 44,760 acre
area iz s ite of its cocupansy by some £0,000 to 75,000 peonle during the .ar

TEATrS .

¥ater suprlies ars azple and susceptible of development and distritu-
tion for complebte and balanced use by wildlife.

Harvesting and Hecreation

Accessibility of the location by sxcellent peved roads assures maximunm
use by the hunting and wildermess seeking public, while itz remotensss frenm
the nearest center of heavy nopulation (Tucson 120 miles) will minimize %he
disturtapce frequertly sccasionsd on such arsas when bhey ars hsavily used
be the casual and disintersgted visitors who ars %oo often zuiliy ol careless
vanzalism.

fecrsational use by the rature~loving public could be axpectsed the year
reund, in view of the mild climatic conditions prevailing and variety of

interests. The annual cveraze tempegature is re-orded as 5I%, with apnual
averaze maximum and minimums of 74.0° and 48°.

71l1dlife and fange Studies

The location is unique in its value {or wildlife research and rarge
gtudiss. Iecause of the nearly natural condition of its vegetation, here

5=
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is the only place known in the Southwest where eliectlve studies can te made
of wildlife utilization of desert ranges in such condition. Forage plant
preferences and utilization, as well as the carrying capecitles of the
several types of ranges when in undisturbed natural conditions can be deter-
mined. Aniral condition and reproductive potentinl can be evaluated in
direct comparison with that on immediately adjacent terrain whers heavy
grazing nressure by domestlc animals has changed vegetative conditions %o

a markod degsrse. Wild animal tolerances to such diaturbarnces ocan be studies
br ohservation of habits and habitat preferences as well as productivity
over both ranges.

Pm ce studies can he planned on this lone remaining area, which closely
approximates virsin conditions, thal cannot be duplicated clsewnhsre. Inves-
tigations and analyses of vel etative composition and density under suocn
conditions nisht alone prove of inestlms.le walus in peinting the way toward
more elficient rapre use planninz. One easily oconceivable and profoundly
siznificant result could be the proving that livestock and game production
mizht be increased, even doubled, on Jestern ranges, by the restoration of
ranges to their highest productivity, and the implementation ol a sustained
yield btasis of livestock grazinz. The original forage produeing ability of
western ranges has teen so drastieslly reduesd by destructive use thal few
people, even among rénge users, are aware ol the fact that the average range
of today might well produce double or more the present poundage in beefl,
vear in and year out, with a sufTicient forazs reserve to insure economic
security, if such ranzes were restored to their origiral condition and past
abuses discontinued. It agpears certaln that suf'ficiently conclusive proof
of some such postulate would svolve from nropsrly directed studies, and that
the modification of presently destructive grazing practices should be zreatiy
acocelarated. Mo greater nzed can be found in the West than for positive in-
formation which can bringz about the conservation and proper utilization of

watersheds and range lands.

From a technical visw point elso, the unique vegetative condition
pffers & study field mlone in i%s class. Studies of renge conditions, plant
classification and ecological relationships, and of plant succession under
variable cantrolled utilization would auvgment existing knowledge and provide
needed fachs for rance use planning. Utilizetion studies including both domes-
tie and wild animals could provide sorely and umiverselly needed information
on the increasinglv controversial question of competition hetween the two for
forage. The questionable claim that wildlife alone has exerved Jestruciive
nressure on natural vegetation in many recorded instances coculd be readily
clarified.

In view of the urgent need for a solution %o the common and zajor problem
of all the Jestern States of wildlife-livestock aompetition, the devosion of
tne Fork Humchuce reservation to wildlife use for studies of' this and allied
rangze and watershed problems alons would Le eminently justifiicd. The land is
of 1ittls valus for any other purpose except zrazing by domestic livestock,
a-procedure which, judging hy precedent and contemporary operations, would
reduce the quality and quantity of its vegetative covering to that of the
surrounding terrain in a I'sw short years.

- B
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Conservationis’ss Opinions

The unanimous cpinions of Nature and Wildli®s students and MEANKCETS were
aptly expressed in an address by a nationally known industriallist and
orinthologist, Mr. Herbtert Brandt, of the Bird Yesearch Foundation of Chio
who, through extensive sravel and study has qualified himself to speaic with
authority--and who, in the Doujlas Dispatch of Jecember 12, 1942, was quoted
by Ceorse Pichard as sarinz, in parte

"After 35 exbtended expeditions inbo the various purts of our
continent, T ncw feel bold enough to say that “here is no place
that I have fcound which equals the captivating wilderness of
Apacheland. This region not only hes an exceptional wealth of
land tirds but it is abundantly zifted with remarkable fauna of
mammals and reptiles, while the flora is fascinating. In its
prinitive days this grand domain must have been indesd, a store-
house of matural charms unequaled slsewhers.

The destruction and chenge that has talen place in Arizona
due %o the presaure of overzrazing and other factors brought
about by the hand of man, is most diseouraging, and only now
is a slizht change for %he bebtter tdcing place. Of all the areas
that we visited, the Fort Huachuca reservatiocn was the only place
that had a semblance of what that lovely counbry Hust have besen
when Coronado csne down “he valley of the Jan Pedro river.

The desert is on the march in your lovely stabe, and tha
orly way it can be halted is by everybody uniting in the cause of
ccnservetion and relieve the destructive pressure on the lend. 4
netural landscape once destroyed doss noh come back readily. This
requires the long process of plant succession and arowth oi deep
roots in order to convert the land to 1ts previous primitive
aspeck.

gy carsfully rnursing and perpstuating the sld military reser-
vation, your posterity would have ‘ofore it a lesson in conservatio-
that ne book or other medium could cquams Tot only are its _rass-
lands and Corests prosperous tub therc iz a hogt of rars birds axnd
enimals which find & congenial ha” itat in thas unspoiled wilderness.

It seems almost unbelieveable that the peopls of Arizona--
{zizht turn}--this reservation over the destruction of private
exploit, which weuld mean so little to so few, whereas if it were
perpetuated, 1% would mean so much for so many."
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¥o higher use c¢an be conceived for this area than wildlife and range
studies, wildlife production and harvesting, and public recreation.

FACTLITIES HELDED

Existing faocilities on the preperty which would be needed by the derart-
ment to properly administer the area are few. Zxisting boundary and range
division fensces, mountain and range water developments, existing roads and
one or two residential buildings for housing of caretakers would suffice for
all activities contemplated excent tho operatlon of a state Came Farm. TLor
this activity %two or three warehbuse buildings would be needed for warehousing,
ineubating and brocder space. These buildings might advantageously be lo-
cated in the viciniity of the site selected for the proposed location of the
Arizopa State Industrial School, in view of the suzgzesied usa of school per-
sonnel for training in actual operation of Came Farm activitios., Residence
buildings might well he located away from the old permanent post area and
situated for -est visibiliby ovsr the greatest expanse of terrain.

The extensive improvements of permanent and femporary buildings, water
distritution and sewage disposal systems, power plants and Sransmission
lines are neither needed nor desired.

The disposition of these highly developed areas to othsr agencies should
in no way interfere with elt'icient use of the undeveloped lands for wildlife.

The needg of wildlife are simple, and can frequently e vest met by
gimply letting +the land alome. In the present instance the fencing of the
rea against trespass and the distritution of available water to the Lest
advantage together with protection from natural predators and illegal hunt-

ing would suifice for patural production.

jatar resources and distribution should be intensively surveyed and
masned in the event that the reserveirs and pipe lines nesded Tor wildlife

must be stipulated, as should the buildings desired.

PLAY OF USH

i

The utilization plan proposed for the area, by the Arizona Came and Fish
Commmission, briefly suxrarized is to pregerve for all time bthe unsurpassed
mtural resources snd beeuty of the region, together with its historical
values, while devoting tine area to the greatest possitle puidic rood for the
conbined and compati le uses of {1} wmtershed preservation, (2} the production
and orderly harvesting of ;[ame iirds and animals, (3} investigetion, educa=-
tion and demomstration in both wildlife and range raravenent, and (%) public
recreation activities in the wilderness environmert which will be maintainsd.
iaximum, sustained yield production for use by ali of the public will be the
kevnote of the program.

The restoration of all rscorded wildlife species known to have inhatited
the region will he effected and the introduction of & srall herd of American

Bison is contemplated. Primary cbjectives in wildlife management will be the
preservation and maximun possible production of indigenous game birds and

-8
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anivals, oconsistent with the maintenance of optimal watershed and range
conditions, fer ernjovment by the publioc hoth through observation and study
and through consrolled harvesting or surpiuses.

(1) Tatershed Preservatio-

The subiect area constitubtes a substantial pars of the watershed of the
upper San Fedre river. A comsiderabls part of its rmnoff water enters ths
river above the J.0. Duresn of Teclamation's vroposed site location, for the
?lcod and silt centrollins Charleston Zam. Full consideration will le _[iven
to the retention of adecuats veretaiive cover for maximum water yield and the
prevention of ahnormal srosion. ¥atershed management studies by all intsrssted
azencies will ba invited. Spocific interest has ' een expressed by the U.5.
Forest Service South wsst Forost and darze Lxp. station, one of whose head-
quarters is located at the nearby Santa Rita Fange “xperiment Station.

(2) Wildlife “arasement

zison

It is proposed to introduce and establishr 4 herd of Bison on a rortion
of' the zrasslands of ths range in response to the ingistent reguest ol many
vears starding of residents of the southern part of the state. 7tThe sizs of
this herd will be determined after careful conmsideration of public need han-
epced againsgt the foraze producing capaciby of the portion of the range
devoted o such uas. Lange conditions will he accorded primary considerasisn,
ihe surpluses wiioch will evsnitually oscur will be removed by public hunting
under adeguate control.

#%hile the so calisd uffal o was not indigenous to this locality 1% is
talievad that environmmenial cunditions are excellent or the animal . Its
absence from this remre in historical times mizht conceivabl: be atiributed
to the great expanse of unsuiisabls country saparating this srsll area from
she historical range of the anioal.

In view of the nearly ideal conditions obtaining, {in the lisht of
present knowlsdge of the specics) it is anticipsted that s hish degres of
“oth animsl condition and productlvity may s eoffected. Interesbing and
potentidly veluable studiss of food habit prefercnces and forags utiliza-
tion hy <hese animals will

e ena led, and, ty their crazing, whe often
over~emphasized danger of rarss Tires in sressiands can s control ea bo
whnatever axbtent may Le advisable.

Jeer

Deger of two species are pressnt on the ares with the swall Arizona
wnite tall occupyinzg fthe wmore mountainous portion and the larger Jzsert
Zule irchabiting the foothills and plains. TPopulation numbters of roth
varictios will ve insreasced, under the ranagement pro.ream to ths maxi-
mun consistent with vegzetative production capacity after salt and watsr
distribution has besn effected Lo orovide for optimal distribution, and
the animal crop thereaftsr harvested by publiec hunding.

- G
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Antelope

The beautiful and interesting American Antelope, the only member of his
family in Yorth Americs, was {crmerly present on the plains around the Hua-
chuca Mounta ins. The vulrerability of this plains lovin: animal to nodern
long rarge rifles, however, resulted in his ruthless sxtirpation many years
ago.

The restoration of this colorful, herd-loving specles will add sreatly
to the interest as well as tc the productivity of the projeet. THo more
enutiful sigh® cay be imagined than a herd of these tawmy and white,
pronshornsd snd fleetfcoted speedsters rosxing the lush ;jrasslands of the
lowsr elevations, and zo aninal offers more artraction and excitewmernt teo those
wio enjov hunting.

Hers again, anizal produckion will be seccndary only to conssrvative
range utilizaesion, and continuous observation ard studies will rscord food
preferences, fora;e use, and effect upon range rescurces.

Surrlus antelope numbers, when suech develop, will lLe used fto restock
othor sonthern hishorieal ranges where the animsl no longer ocours, and
later will e harvestad by public hunting.

Fild Turkey

™e herrisa wild lurkey was reported as abundan®t in the mounitains Ty the
early seilers of the disirict.

The reshtoration oi these gplendid birds is conbtemplated, and sueccess—
ful results arse rather well assured by the oxcellent results obbtained from
srevious similar activities in other and neary Southern mountain rances.
Jith complete protection from illsgal hunting, and the control of nmatural
eremies it is possible thas public huniing might he permitled with in from
five to ten years. The overflow of %turkeys, once fimly established, could
bhe expected o provide the restombtion of the hird %o all of the surround=-
inr mountainous areas of sufficient elesvation within a short tins.

<

¥asked Dolwdh

e

te

The maskod bou-white Guaill, also called Did-ewars guail, was formerly
native to southerr srizona whare rasslands were lush. Ii's historical

84
range sxbtonded north: from fhe i n border almest to Tucson, and eashtwari

protably as far as the iluvachuca lountairs. This grouund-rossting tird, be-
cause of 1its dependence upon the heavy ground cever which has long since
iisepreared from practically all of its rangs, was exbirputed mony years
ago. Attempts by the . S. Torsst Jervice and the State fame lepartment %o
restore it failed in 1937, presumably becsBiuse of “hs lack of heavy crass
and weed cover. lange condition on Fort ftachuca should srovide ample
cover as well as feed, anc enables Thu restoratiom of this beautiful and
igteresting Lird, the only rame blrd known to havse lLeen completely exter-

=minated from the state.

-10~
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Game Farm

Ideal olimatic conditions and facilities exist on the property for the
establishment of a State Jame rarm. Auple water is available for all pur-
poses ccnnected with Came Farm oparation. Builldines are standing which
could te readily adepted to use for store houses, incubator and brooder
houses, and excellent ground in abundance is availablz for the construction
of bird and animal rearing pens.

Joth native and exotic birds could b= rais.d %o advantage, as could
animals; for the purpose of restociing areas where populations ars absent
or dangerounsly tow, and for attempting the intreduchion of new jang -iros
throughout the State, as nay be dasired.

Cther Uane Spscies

Excellent enviromwental conditions szist on the range for small sanme
birds and animals. Ianagement sfforts for these will probably consist of
protection from humen disturbence and pradetory animals and permitting
vopulation numbers to increase %o ths optinal Lefore hervesSing . Gambel
and scaled ouail, Xearns wuail (Fool quail), aad rabbiss should baocors

-

aturdant within a very few vears.
Con=lase Upecies

apultitude of non~zame birds and animals are proseny in the area.
The coppery-tal lad trogon and the thick-billed parrob are two notable ex-
amples, several of which do not occur elsewnsre in Lthe pation. Students
of bird and animal life from all over the nation have mepsatedly visgited
the Huachuca Zountain area because of itg interesting flora ara fauna, and
thelr unanimous opinion of %the uniqueness and scientific valus of the area
for nature shudy nurposes arsuc strongly for its pressrvation and use for
1l4life, study and public recreation.

™ Y
3

Fisheriss production

Amples wavter is available for
provides much pleasurs acd profis
vizitors %

whe developuent of fish production +o
P

G
5o rosidents of Soubthern iArizons and other
the area. Ty the judicious use of %this waber, sufficient

o

g e A .
TC13e £ COm
<r

soakl lakss coull be creatsd to orovids a considerable amount of wars water
sport fiscinz. Omall izpoundmsnts inm the hicher slewniions could e
stoclkad with & smpreacusive surves of the location of waber scurcss
s
A

]
tiblo of reservoir or lalke development would he
wade to deternine which type of fisheries preduction could most eff'iciently
utilize the waser awmilabla.

Faterrowl Ifestinz Crounds

In proportion o the amount o water available excellent waterfowl
wirter resting and fsedir: srounds could be provided to £il. a nationally
recognized and urgent need. Such development would necessarily Lo small
in size, but might well be of justifiable siznificance in view of the al-
most total absence of such areas in the southwesiern desert region.

-11-
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Repeated instances of toth wild ducks and reese using not only the reservoirs
exigting on the property, but even thes swimming pools, for resting purposes
en their annual migrations indicate the need that even srall areas would £ill.

(3} research arnd ‘ducation

%113l4%e studies will he irstituted as sugrested above in connection with
the pame birds and animals invelved. TInvitations to coopsrate in these
studios and %o initiste separate investications alonz allied lines will be
accorded all schools, public arzenciss, and individuals who are concerned
with this worls, either iln Arizona or elsewhere in the ration.

Tence and veszetative studies wili be plarmned for systematic execuvicn ix
coperation with ths Upiversity of Arizona, the Southwest Forsst anue Hangpe
ercez* ent station and the Soil (onssrvation Service.

3

I

4

The area will he omer to all gualifisd orgarnizations and individuals
Tor fizld party studiss in an outdoor labveratory oif' unsurpassed quaiifica-
tions. The educational advantagzes ang demonsiration possibilities of the
anit will he utilized to the greatest nossible exbtert compatitle with
af icieny wildlife —anazeument.

(£} Fecreation

Plaps for recreational uss will e fomulaved on a basisg of maxisum
sublic service consistent with the preservation of a wilderress enviromment.

Fresent conception visuwallizes the establishment of two or three pieric
and cemping sites at seleoted locations which are easily accessible at
nresent.

Feavy vehiocular travel throughout the area will he discouraged and the
bull of “ne oroperty will he naintainud in the most primitive possitls stabe,
Travel into the mountainous portions especielly will probably be permitied
cnly on foot or by horse.

Ixistiny roads and treils are bWelieved %o be ample, and the prospects of

nioying the sigh? of game blrds and animals on the plains and in the foot-
ills sufficilent to ruarantee adequate enjfoyment to thoss visitors who may
+ bhe able or willins to maike the more sirenuous trip iato the mountainsg.

.ccal commupitr olanning and cooweration in the development of recreatismal

B

L
facilities wil ‘@ invited.

o

Spscilic ot ‘ectives

o
e
4n

S

Soms proposed spocific achiviti
sted horewitiz.

s in connectiocn with the wildlife manage-
went vnrogram outlined above ure liste

Tsta>lish a caretacor headquarters for efticlent administration eoi the area.
Tgtablish game rangsr headquarters con “he oroperyy for adequate patrol and
law enforcement both on the area an: in %he vieinity.

-l@m
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Prepars detailed cover type and life zone map with & special attention %o
existing and optimal water distribution.

Dgtimate optimal carrying capacities of the range for wildlife species present
and desired.

Inventory game birds and animsls.,

Cormpare present invenbtories with earrying capacities and prepare spe ific
plans for the establishment of maximum population.

Establish non-use areas for vegetative preservation and preoduction with
permanent line Srapsests for systematic studies of plant composition,
condition, vegetative classification studies, and succession Srands.

Develop recreational facilitics possibly in cooperation with locai city
and county authorities with primery emphasis on the maintenance of the
wilderness agpects and enviroment. Invite and nromote fisld party

udies apd investigations by and with researcn and educational agsncies.

Provide a rost carmp for the netion in an environment of unsurpassed notural
teauty and all year climate.

Perefits and Econonic Values

The relative economic values to derive from the devotion of the proposed
arsa to wildlife use are impracticable of positive evalustion. The intangil-~
tle asthetic values of wilderness recreational areas cannot bte translated
into dollars and¢ cents. 7The character-building, soul satisfyins and nervous
ensrzy restoring power of intimate and simple oxzposure to and contact with
nature, with mountain and plain, with woodlond, streams and lakes, undeveloped
-and unsroiled by ax3101ta ion carnot Le definitely measured in terms with
our common Lank account
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more then a headache tc the precise statistician.

There is no question however, that to cities and Lowns in “he viecinity
of Fort Huachuce the revenue rrom expenditures by %ravelers Lo this aresa
would te significant and sustained. The local community econony 13 tased
largyely upon the mininz incustry and livestock grazing. Tith the inevitable
depletion of mineral suppliss this industry will one day cease. And with
the continuing destruction of range preductivity which has prevailed to date
*he contribution of the range livestoe: industry im the community may e
expected to zrow more fesible year v vear. ihen these eventualities have
neterialized the prosence of an attractive and heavily used recresticnal
area such as the ene proposed would assume greater importance with sach

ra&ssing vear.

The research and the demonstration phase of proposed activities on the
arez are aghin impossible of advanced computation. ihe application of the
findings of just ome single phase of investigation however, could concaivably
dou’ 1s the production of range cattle in the state. If, under a progerly
nlerned and executed demonstration, the rangse carrving capacity of these
pristine zrangslands could be conclusively shown to e douhle that of the
immedjately adlacent over used ranges, the eventual result wonld uncuestion-
ably be the restoration of range land forage productivity on all of our
range lands, not only in Arizona, but throughout the Wes, to its maximm,
Ly the range users themselves, and the subsequemt use of the land on a
sustained yield hasis of maximum producticn. The economic value of this
possi. ility can be evaluated. In 1926 some 80:,000 range
cattle were reported on Lhe ranges of the state with a monetary value
vstinmated at approximately 65 million dollars. With a doubled range carrying
capacity a theoretical 1,800,000 animals using the rangs year in and year
osut, with an annual harvestable surplus of onlvy 25., would provide 407,000
teef cattle anms lv, worth over 332,000,000 every vear at the 19486 svalua-
tion figure of 281.36. rroject this annual increase in the produciive
potential of the stats of Arizona alone into Puture vears and the resulsing
fizure will represent one phase of the potential sconomic Lenetit %o the
statie and the nation of the devobtion of Fors Huachues to wildlife use.

Submitted by:

e Le Gambreil
Federal Aid Division

USFH-00002080



