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UELCRANDUM RE FORT HUACHUCA:

Fort Huachuca is located in the extreme southeast corner of Cechisse

v, Arizona. The original Fort area was withdrawn from public domain

for Militery use by two Executive O ders, the first in 1881 and ths second
3%. Thess Orders withdrew 44,750 acres of public domain for military

in 1333,
use. Avpproximately 50% of this area is mountainous and the balance is
foos nills and relasively level zrass lands.

“uring world war two an additional ersa of 31,742 acres was acguirsd
by the +“ar Department supplemental to ths criginal WLthd?&«ﬁl for use as
an srtillery range. This artillery range joins the nor +theast cornsr of
the orlglra1 withdrawn area and extsnds eastmard to tha 3an Pedro Rlver.

On April 7, 1947, upon learning that <the ori iginal Ft. Huachuea
might be declared surplus by the Wer Depariment, the Arizona Game and
Pish Commission made informal application to the War Assets Adminis~-
tration for bthe land area of the original withdrawal (44,760 acres) only.
Tha artillery range area was not included in theilr regquest since this
1and had heen removed from livestock production and the Game Department
4 no dssire to provoke any controversy which might ensue. Their appli-
tion was for the orizinal withdrawal only which, since 1233, had nob
wuhilized for commercial livestock grazing. The adplication stated
in the event of their acquisition of %he lands such lands would be
o all federal and other agencies for sclentific investigation and
other lezitimate purposes which would not confiict with wildlife

this application wers sen®t %o zll lismbers { Arizona's

er svmﬂathetlc

delsgation requasting their supgort. Lith
noor active support or both wers ferthooming from all
%, individuals contacted, ineclwiing ths Songzressional

Administration,

"the Arizona National Guard, the A 53363
3urplus Property Pur-

i Iy
31d office of the army enginesr, the Stake
chasing Agent and the Governor of Arizona.

This status maintained until earlv Juns, 1947, whsen a committze of
he 4rizeona Cattlegrowers Association provessd that the University of

tyoma make application for the area Por use as an animal husbandry

s, Jmen the officials of the Univarsibty avpeared o talke no

,,,,,, rizance of the publicized desirs cof the Gams Tspartment, President
’"”rn“1cg Dean Burgess, head of the Collegzs o“ *v“iculturs, and Professor
Gtanlay, nead of the Anlmal Husbandry Degartms all of the University

? Arizona, were contacted by Mr. ¥. L. sambre*l of ths Arlzona Game and

" Commission on June 21, 1947, in an a‘ttempt to work out a cooperativs
sram for the use of the arsa which would prevent intra-state conflict
sornastion with disposal procedurs. A% that tims President MeCormick
ressed the balief that there was sufficient roon for the activities

the Univarsi ty and the Game Dapartmert on the area. In response to a
stion as Lo tha size of the experimental herd nsedad by tha Animal
]

pandry Devartment, Professor Stanlev reluctantly suzzested a minimum

I

d size of "about SOO animal units." FHe was unwilling, however, to
ce a Pirm figure on the herd size which mizgh% be nacessary to secure
results desired. At that time, in the 1nterest of preserving the
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range at ibts existing excellent condition, tha Game Department tentatively
agreed that if the University would agree to limit the size of the ex-
perimental herd to 500 animel units, the Came Department would cooparate
fully and join forces with the University in any attempt to securs adminis-
tration of the area. On this issus the University officials did not commit

themselves.

In the meantime a study of the land status involved indicated that
cincs the original withdrawn area of public domain came under an entirealy
aifferent classificetion from the recently acquired artillsry rangs that it
would orobably be disposed of simply by reversion to the Department of the
Interior as public domain land. In the event of such reversion the logicsel
disposition of the land by the Department of the Interior would be aither
desiznated as Taylor Grazing Land (Bursau of Land Yanagament) to be leased
for commercial grazing or the establishment of a National Park or Monument,
or National #ildlife area. Following this line of thought and in the
absence of any evidence of coopsrative spirit from the University, the
merhars of the Arizona Game snd Fish Commission unanimously voted on June
30 toward mcquisition of the area exclusively by tha Arizone Game and Fish
Commission »y any possible procedure or to solicit the aid of the U. S.
Fish and 7ildlife Service and the Secretary of the Interior in having the
land devotsd to wildlife use by the establishment of a National Wildlife
nrea S0 be administered by the Stats of Arizoma. Correspondence towards
this snd was initiated on July 15, 1847.

In the meantime sportsmen, comsarvationists and others throughout
the State had interested themselves aggressively and had requested that
tne Arizona Game and Fish Commission go “"all out" in their attempt to
smcure the lands and asked support of the Game Department's program by
the Governor's office and the Congressional delsgation. '

Cn July 15, 1947, the Commission was advised by the Tar Assets
idministration that federal governmsnt agencies would have first priority
in the acguisition of the real property involved, upon request. It was
Ynown ot that tims that the U. 3. Forest Service had exprassed a desire
%o acquire the old Fort area as a logiczl addition to the Lmmediately
sdjacent Coronado National Forsst. In view of *hese developments ths
possibility of state acquisition through the Wal Assets Administration
disposition appearad to be weakened. OCm July 18, the Commissicn was
advised by the Forsst Service that their information indicated that thsy
would be unable to procure the land since their information indicated
‘+hat the land withdrewal from public domain would naturally revert to
tha Bureau of Land Management., This news strengthened the belisf that
unlzes new authorization was provided by additional legislation, there
was little possibility that the 3tatas couid proscurs the area through the
rodium of the War Assets Administration.

Cn July 21, 1947, the Game Department wrote Albert M. Day, Director
of the U, S. Fish and Wildlife Servics, re-stating their request for
support in acquiring title to the land by any possible means and in the
svent that such acquisition proved impossibls that the area be withdrawn
as a National Wildlife Refuge to be administered by the Arizona Game and Fish
Commission. On July 30, Arizona's Congressional dslsgation was again contacted and

USFH-00002055



fully advised of the position of the Game Department in the matter and they
were agein requssted to lend their support to the withdrawal of the area for
a gane range in the event that other acquisition coculd not bs accomplished.

Cn July 31 the Geame Department was advised by the U, S, Fish and Wild-
life Servicse of their support to the request with reference to Fort Huachuca

On August 4, upon request of Governor Csborn, a meeting was held in
his office and participated in by Game Department officials, University
of ficials, representatives of the citiss of Bisbes and Tombstona, the Stats
Surplus Property Purchasing Agent and a representative of the Arizona
Cattlegrowers Association, the latter being Stewart ¥rentz of Douglas., At
this meeting the desires of both the Game Department and the University
were fully aired. The University maintained that it needed and could use
all of the grazing range and they showed nc indication of any desire for
a compromise. The attitude of the Game Department was again announced as
being sentirely willing to work out cooperative plans for the use of the
area. MNr. Krentz, representing the Cattlegrowers Association, in answsr
4o & dirsct question by Mr. Reid, expresssd the belief that thers is ample
room for both activities and that a maximum livestock herd of 500 animal
units should suffice. Press releasss nobtwithstanding, the only agreement
reached in that meeting was that the Game Department and University con-
tinue to confer in an attempt to iron out differences end achieve a
cooperative plan for use of the range. In short, this meant that the
Game Department continue to request that the University agree to limit the
size of its experimental herd to approximately 500 animal units.

Cn August 28, the Gams Department wrote to the Secretary of the
Interior expressing the belief that the originally withdrawn area might
revert to his department and requested his confirmation of this as well as
an indication of his attitude toward the establishment of a National
Wiildlife Refuge om the area. On the same date a letter went forward %o
the Chief of Engineers, U, S. Army, also requesting confirmation that the
subject area would in all probability be returned to the Department of the

Interior.

Under date of October 8, a response was finally received from the
Chisf of Engineers stating that in all probability the War Assets Adminis-
tration laws and regulations would not appoly %o the area in question but
that it would be returned to the Department of the Interior.

On November 13 a meeting was held in the office of the President of
the University at Tucson. Participating werse University officials, cattle-
men, Commissioner Beach and Messrs. Reid and Gambrell of the Game Depart-
ment. At this meeting the desirss of both organizations wers again re-
stated and discussed and in spite of an offer of Er., Reid to limit the
buffalo herd to 200 animels the attitude of the University resmained un-
changed. Professor Stanley insisted that unless his proposed plans, which
apticipated utilization of all range grasses on thse arsa, were acceptad he
did not care to accept the responsibility for the success and operation of

his proposed experimental unit.

Lgain on Novembsr 17, Director Reid mst with President MceCormick in
& final and vain attempt to arrive at a satisfactory division of the range
lands of Fort Huachuca prior to the submission of Professor Stanley's
program to the Board of Regents who were scheduled to meet on November 22.

~
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The University again failed to compromise. On November 19, Governor Osborn
wrote to President McCormick taking exception to the University objection
to having buffalo use any part of the range ard he asked for & more satis-~

factory reason for the objection.

on November 22, the Board of Regents of the University of Arizona in
regular meeting approved and endorsed the plan of frofessor Stanley for
utilizetion by the University of the entire area.

Upon receipt of information of the action and decision of the Board
of Regents, Director Reid wrote Governor Osborn (copy attached) expressing
wis extreme regret that the University had remained adamant. Piresctor
peid indicated to the Governor that it was still his desire that some
equitable progranm be worked out through the offices of the Governor whereby
any request by the 3tate of Arizona to the disposing agency for the range-
lands of Fort Huachuce would pressnt a unified front.

Upon a number of occasions, in discussion relative to Fort Huachuca,
livestock men have exprossed to Dirsctor Reid that in thelr opinion the
University should not require & herd of more than 350-500 animal units for
its purpose. Director Reid has repeatedly offsred %o meet at any time and
at any place with representatives of the Cattlegrowers Association and the
Upiversity in a continued attempt to work out an equitable solution to any

differencss.

It should be understood that the Arizona Game and Fish Commission is
in & financial position to develop such of the Fort Huachuca ares as they
may acguire for wildlifs production and public recreaational purposes.

T+t is still the firm opinion of the Arizona Game and Fish Commission
het there is ample room on the Tort Huachuca area for the Arizona National
uard, an experimental livestock herd of sufficient size as to constitube

n economic unit and for wildlife research and production and public
ocreation with no infringement by the legitimate operation of these pro-

ms one upon the other.
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