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When Arizona became a state
aEcmn 100 years ago, managing
and preserving millions of acres
wm pristine desert wasn't a prior-
ty.

wmcm_aumnm imwmm,n wmﬁmm
up land faster than they could
build houses, and conservation-

ists weren't clamoring for the

preservation of open spaces.
Today, with development ex-

tending the Valley's' edges a
. little more every day, managing

Arizona's most valuable asset is
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But the agency tasked with
that job is still operating under.
many of the same rules that es-
tablished the State Land Depart-.

 ment in 1912, leaving it strug-

gling to compete in'today’s fast-

paced real estate market, let.
alone stay ahead of the state’s .
- soaring growth. -

In the past, voters and the -
rm@mﬁﬂﬁm have turned down .
“proposals to reform the Land -
Department or set aside more

state land for cwmu space be-

¢duse of confusion over the pro-
posals ..or . fighting.. between
ranchers and conservationists,
both of whom have big plans for
the Jand.

History could repeat itself
this year. :

Two sides that were allies two
years apo rfow have dramati-
cally different ideas for how
much land should be preserved.
They also disagree on how the
Land Departmhent can sell the

more sz 9 Smbca acres m E
charged with managing.

On pne sideis the Arizona Cat-
tlemen’s Association, which is
bacldng a plan calling for the
preservation 'of about. 275,000

- acres of Arizona state land. On
- the other is an initiative by Con- -
serving Arizona’s Future that
.calls for preserving. 259,000

acres and setting aside 358,000
that could be purchased by
cities or groups to be preserved.
Both plans. bave. been intro-

TODAY'S arry Oﬂn:wa mM:w Mwmm been ow.mﬁum mo%a Mwm.mumwwmw a vmwmmm%mwum EDUCATION
fop computer ade at seemed too good to be true. itwas. c age .
TALKER wuﬂﬁmu Smith, 49, in a county jaik. Wr —gm. traits
.. Phoenig police spokesman Andy Hill said Smith would approachpeoplein | . Students learn what
, H»@m@ﬁw - umiabm Iots and show them a box with manufacturer’s stickers and pack- |, makes a good story by
: aged accessories. Also, he showed “what looked Enm a black laptop comput- . | “studying the six traits of
WOH cash: er, wrapped in bubble wrap.” A En.:w\ w._.mm chers 2
B . After the buyer paid Smith $250 to $500 cashand ovmbmm thebox,hewonld | A fLng. X Hmamm
argaim find “two pieces of wrapped black ceramic tile” instead of a computer. = flzona are :msw w.m x
* scamno ‘And when the buyer would look up after his purchase, he would find that - writing traits as teaching
- Smith was gone. .| -tools because students
longer ‘Finally, last week, Smith tried to sell one of his bargains to an undercover | Who take the AIMS test
" officer. Police believe that since July, Smith has sold one or two “computers” mmm graded on them.
computes aday - .
p They would lke to wmmu. mH.oE other bilked buyers. Call ngmﬁ@. -
ﬂmomv 262-6151.
— William Hermann

duced in the Lepislature and

~could be put _ummoww voters this

fall.’

" *The worst case scenarip is

for both plans;to go on the ballot
and confuse voters so nothing,
gets done apgain,” said Grady
Gammage, a Valley real estate
attorney.

The Land Department doesn’t

- have the budget to sell land fast
k muom.m.F so developers jump

See LAND SALES Page BS
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__over state-owned parcels and go
- farther out. It can’t sell land to
cities for preserve sites, even
though taxpayers have put
__$100 million into a fund under
the Arizona Preserve Initiative
to help that happen. )
If the agencys archaic oper-

“ating system isn't reformed this -

nnyear, it could cripple efforts to
Jimpreserve Jand in urban areas be-
‘:'fore developers buy the increas-
ingly valuable parcels and po-
-irfentially slow the revenue to
-%,publi¢ schools, the beneficiary
.',‘-of trust land sales. :
~+ Recently, Fountain Hills de-
«cided to consider annexing al-
-+.most 1,300 acres of state Jand
"...niext to the town so it can be de-
“yeloped, - strapping - previous
nepldns to preserve the site a8
‘urOpen space. :
=" The reform plan ‘backed by
the Cattlemen's Association was
weintroduced in the Legislature
“v]ast month, It would preserve
less than half of the Jand of the
=’plan by Conservmg Arizona’s
. '"Future, which is backed by the
swiArizona Education Asgociation
and the Nature Conservancy. '

" The groups were all on the
same side until 2004, when a
broad proposal calimg for ab-

“most 700,000 acres to be pre-
"t'served  statewide, - felt apart.
wThat plan, put together after

five years.of jeated debates
e ‘among a diverse group of inter-

Tests, would have given the de-
f partmentmoremoneyandmore
wyriools to sell its lard, Tt also called
_u.fm giving ranchers more lee-
s..Way in managing their grazing
' rights on trust land, which isn't
~¥included in the proposal from

Conserving Arizona's Future.

_ Getting top dollar
st Caypht in the middle is the
wiAArizona State Land Depal timent

-wand the trist land it is charged
lwith getting top, dollar for. The
_agency is required by the state
‘Constitution to sell the land for
its “highest value,  with the

money going 16 public schools.
“We believe teachers’ pay is

better served by havmg astable:

s income base and giving away
less land,” said CB. Lane, a
‘"spokesman for Lhe‘ Cattlemen's
Association. -
Another player is the Home
%.-Builders Association of Central
Arizona. It opposed the Con-
serving Arizona's Future plan
but hasn't officially backed the
-.Cattlernen’s proposal.
Backérs of the Conserving
-, Arizona plan say that preserv-
“ing more state Jand raises the
Jpalue of surrounding land, so
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Competing land plans
A plan backed by the Arizona Cattlerneri's Association calls for about
275,000 acres of Arizona state land to be preserved That's less than
haif of the land that Canserving Arizena’s Future calls for preserving,
it's backed by the Arizona Education Asscciation and the Nature

Conservancy

preservation

Bill sponscred by Rep. Jahn Nelson

Bl Would preserve almost
43,000 acres with option for
Legistature to set aside an
additional 225,000 acresin
rural Arizona

B Would permit leasing of
grazing and agriculture fand
witheut an auction

i Would et state land that is
part of a commerical
development be set aside as
open space if otherlandina
project sells for enough to
offsst it

Would permit mining or
existing grazing leases on
preserve land

E Does not address State Land
Department's funding.

schools get more money. Their
plan also calls for: giving the
Land Department more help in
mandging its most valuable real
estate, 50 eVen more money goes
toward schaols.

“Careful conservation of
some state land will enhance the
value of land being developed,”
said John Wright, president of
the Arizona Education Associa-
tiori He said that at the same
time the Land Department must
beabletofinance itself and have
the ability to plan so it can sell
land for more and get more
money for education.

Both sides say their plans are
better for education. The Cattle-
men say their plin wouldn't give
away as much land for preserve
so more of the valuable urban
state land would be scld at auc-
tion. Conserving Arizona be-
lieves its reforms would allow

for bigger chunks of state land -

to be sold more guickly and for
higher prices.

The Cattlemen's proposal
calls for preserving the almost
43,000 acres set aside as part of
the Arizona Preserve Initiative
and then allowing the Legisla-
ture to vote on preserving an-
other 225,000 rural acres on &
case-by-case basis

“The Conserving Arizona’s Fu-
ture plan would preserve
259,000 acres and set aside
358,000 that could be purchased
by cities or groups to be pre-
served. About 77,600 acres used
by state universities would be
set aside for the Arizona Board

B Would preserve 694,000

-acres across Arizona
Does not address grazing.

Bl Would establish a seven-
member board of trustees

5 Would permit more state
land to be congerved by
hoard.

B Would let State Land
Department use some of its
revenues to operate, which it
can't do now

4 Reguires State Land
Department and cities to
work together on planning
process

Scurces: Legislation, ballet initiative
THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

of Regents to give 1o schools.

Backers of the Comserving
Arizona's Future plan have col-
lected more than 120,000 of the
183,917 signaturés needed toput
the measure on the November
ballot, "The competing plan
wold be placed on the ballet by
a vote of the Legislature.

TFor both plans, Congress
would also have to change Ari-
zona's original enabling law,
which set aside the 10.9 million
acres of state trust land

Rep. Steve Huffman also is
expected to introduce compan-
ion legislation to the Conserving
Arizona's Future ballot initia-
tive to help implement ‘the
group's plan for the State Land
Department.” :

“We are trying to give people
a plan so they don't have to
choose between edocation and
conservation,” said Patrick Gra-
ham, executive director of the
Nature Conservancy in Arizona.

Land selling gets stalled

Cities like Scottsdale and
Phoenix have been eager to get
the land set aside as part of the
API program. The department
had to stop selling that land
nearly two years ago, after Tue-
son activists protested the sales,
saying the agency was selling
land for artificially low prices.

About $100 million set aside
by voters to help pay for API
projects is unspent because the
sales program is on hold The
money continues to accumulate
at a rate of $20 million a year:
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