H 1Y Q30N30Hd2H

3

SAMHIEY THNOIEN

img

N F. .
i

/

%Mg/é , I

Sub ject 1 e
Nava jo encroachments e .
on Hopl lands. 51143

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR v

-

UNITED STATES INDIAN IRRIGATION SERVICE

SUPERANTEMNINEAT. . O L E2 A AT
AN

SUPERVISING z:Nul KEE

ALBUQUERQUE, N, 1, September 10,

er of Indian Affalrs,

Balon,

to
AT

{Toroagh

1913,

Lnglager) .

YDA N Ry e

The encrowchments of the Navajo Indians on tse lands oceue-

plec by the Hopi Indlarns on the foowl

8 becoming more acplte and wiil z2oon presch a noint wher
1 g
mog® energetlce and drastic metnods will be recalrso Lo

actuval depridatliors or a larze

«<

gcale oy the saveajo
Hopls.

Ty L2 Fa Ee Taen g b e o ER.
e situetion 1 brousni %o

i RN P . hy I ’“,

t

rto time 1n comnection with the deveiopment of

Indling vithin £he horndsries of tLhe doaed

The reservallon was Torped

¥ o REWINIS vy ] t o gy o .. 1
amber 15, 1302 and vas "set

wpart for
Asogul and suen other Indlens ag

of the Interior way see it to settle thereon®. Whis

vation has ac ares of 2,475,520 acres or 4,364 aguare

Py
p

peservation in Arizona

the

zvold

agalast the

dategd

fhe Hopi Indiang occupy wniae towns a J1ittls sou

the central part of this iLract. They

lands strlctly speaking, as tuls arves 1s very arid.

a few insignificant spobts where they are able to

small garden tracis with

where the areas 1is

3, v e PRRYe | t 3
nave no agricult

OnL0U -

Lhe secretary

They have
irrigate a few
e overilow from springs, a few fields

wel once ob twice In a season by the flood

waters from the hills, and ihey do some dry farming, raising

75 BIA, wm Do,
Ce»m /%/—3/
b(«u@5 \%074/07

'W?z I;‘»*'

USPRI000989



OHd3Y

a3ona

3ANIDNY TANDIT BHL 1Y

o 1ittle corn and z few beans in the sand heds which hold the
moisture a llttle longer than do the other golls, They
nave some stock, mostly sheep and goats and a few hundred head
of cattle. Yormerlvy these ranged ouht a few miles from the
villages and were driven In at night. Sinee we have been pub-
ting down wells and improving the springs they have moved away
fyom tne mesas and their stock hae gmproved very mich, both in
cuality &né increase In nu cohera from the zraster oiantlty of
feed and the betier wality of the water they recelve.

dew that they are perinpirg o el awey from the
megas they are running sge Jtngt the sevaios and trouble has en=-
sued. Fothing of great moment as vel, mt conatant friction
wrhieh 1n time {snd a snort time is predicted), 1f nothing is

done by the OI(lss, #11l maan & finel clash tnot will hake

Grastic scbion to settle.
of the total area of tnis reservation, the Hopis are
now restricehad Lo peraaps 159 of the total area, The annexed

map shows bhe maximum area that is occupled by the dopils, and
a1l along the red 1line and inside of 1t is the neutral or de-
batable ground where the trouble 1g ocenrring. The only pose
gible olace foy the Hdopl indians 1o expend a 1ittle is toward
the south where bthere Lla so 1ittle water and the grazing is 80
poor bthat bthe Havajos nave not vet taken possession.

Tor years 1t has been the hope of the 0ffice to have
tihe Hopl iIndilans come down from the mesa tops and spredd out,
forgetting thelr cleunlsh nature and fTorsaize the ways of their

fatners in part. Just now we are getiing thls acecomplished
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in a small way, and getting many famlilies to move out where
they can care for their flocks and stoeck, all by the increase
in the water supply in the places where there 1s some feed, and
now they are running up against the wall of the Navajos.

They find that the thrifty, pushimg and combative
Havajos have preempted the grazing land and water, for while
the entire reservation ls desert land, the best of it lies in
the vicinity of the mesas occupled by the Hopis, so the Havajos
are crowding in. There are 2260 Hopls occupying about
15% of-the-reservation or less of the total area of the res-
ervation, and that about 2000 Navajos who have the balance of
the reservation as well as the righte to some 13 million acres
of their own reservation are crowding them back and preventing
their spreading by taking forolble possesgion of the water which
controls the grazing.

The characteristlics of the two tribes are diametrically
opposite. The Navajo, forceful and aggressive; the Hopli meek
and quiét. The Hopl will suffer in silence, and he will ac-
cept punishment and oppression and make no move even in gelf-
defence. His name indicates his character. "Hopi" in thelr
own language denotes "peaceful”, while the other name by which
they are known, Moqui or Mokl 1s from a Navajo work meaning
"a dead one" and indicates the contemptious esteem he is held
in by the Navajo.

The hurtful acts of the Navajos are not only in
crowding in and taking possession of water and grazing areaé,

although they are doing this, even foreing the Hopis away from
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areag where they have been in undlsputed possession for years,
but in other ways.

A Navajo will send word to a Hopl cattle owner that
his stoclf has damaged a corn patch of the Navajos, and the poor
Hopl is ordered to round up his cattle and drive them over for
the inspection of the Navajo that he may plck out one or more
to pay for the damage -~ and the peaceful Hopi does as he 1s
ordered and looses a good steer or cow to liquidate a small
demage, maybe one that is entirely imaginary or may have been
done by the HWavajo cattle. Such is the WNavaj "Hun" method
of sggression and @assifiaatiénﬁ

Does the Hopl protest or go to the Superintendents
Not that I can hear of. He takes his punishment, looses
his cattle and perhaps gives up a spring or well he has been
using, takes any bltter medieine that may be handed him rather
than fight.

There is always a last straw, and generally the worm
if goaded enough will turn. Perhaps the Hopi will turn --
then the papers will be full of "Another Indian Uprising!"

I have just returned from an inspection trip to
the Hopl country and found that a number of cases llke this
had happende recently.

Another example of the "strong arm" methods of the
Nava jos.

It 18 just a few weeks since a Wavajo boy was acciw
dently shot with a 22 cal. rifle he had taken from a little

Hopl herd boy. The Navajos immedlately accused the Hopi
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boy of the shooting, although it was clearly aecidental, forc-
ably took him and held him, awalting the death of the Havajo
boy who lived several hours. They first stated that they would
411 the boy =-- "an eye for an eye®; a life foe a life. They
finally said they would not kill him, but would hold him for
ransom - demanding ten head of cattle and other property. There
was s considerable gathering of both Navajos and Hopls, prob-
ably more of the latter than the former, but they made no ef-
fort to get the boy from the Navajos and finally meekly paid

the ransom. And the Superintendent? He was called, but
being without backing, and the Yavajos belng so aggressive

and the Hopis so meek --- what could he do, other than let the
matter take its course?

I may not have all of the details right -- as I am
not trying to report the case -- merely using it as an example
of the aggressiveness that approaches the danger point of the
Nava jos,

This encroachment is no new matter. It has been re-
ported to the Office many times. I submitted a report on the
gsubject as far back as May 26th, 1914. Whether any action has
been taken by the Uffice or not I am unable to say, but there
nave been no results apparent in the fleld.

I would suggest the 0ffice corroborate the foregoing
sketchy ocutline through Superintendent Leo Crane, and it is
also suggested that some one be detalled to actually visit the
the reservation, not getting his information at the rallroad
100 miles away, and by interviews not only with representatives

of the govermnment t ere, but the traders, the missionaries, and
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last but not least the Indians themselves. Then the 0Offilce
will have sufficlent first hand data upon which to work. I
can assure you that unless some steps are taken speedily to
relleve the situation that 1t will only be a short time before
strong handed methods must be resorted to.

The Hopi will not fight, but he is a ward of the gov-
ernment, he has his rights, dating far prior to any rights the
Navajo nay have 1o any of the land surrounding his villages,
and he must be protected, Soe far he has been self support-
ing, add has opposed the plans of the government for his im-
provement . Today, he has been edusated to the point that
he can seewhat has been done for him is geood, and what is wanted
of him by the Department is all for his own improvement.,

He is getting to a state of mind (very largely because of the
benef'its he has received from the inerease in water supply and
its attendant blessings), that he will do whatever the govern-
ment may want of hinm. Now, therefore it 1s the time to keep
the good work goling on. °~ Give him room to expand as he grows,
and the only way to do this 1s to controll the area he should
occupy and keep all other Indians from enercaching thereon,

Very respectfully,

BV, . Supervising Englneer.
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