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Albuquerque, N M., 1914,
¥r. W. ¥. Reed,

Chief Bﬂginemr,

As 2 usual thing, as you Xuow, there are very few rain
stérmS'Ln,this sectiauAin June and the first weel in July, but
thls vear the swamer storas pegan lh May and have continued
right thr oug and our wor: has suflered considerable damage
in conseguence.,

The woTX Ln Moencori Wash at Tuba has been overwhelned and

The first tine
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out out of sight and business several
®as on the G df June, and the trenches were all cleaned out
and coneretlng nad just began.  The work was protected by an
eartie coffer dam, but the water rassed over it all several
feet deern and puried 1t ail in amud. . Thig was cleaned out,
.4 the placing of coneret just began agaln when there was
aﬂﬁtner flood wnich went cver everything, nisevfest deep, and
left tne nits all filled with mud and debris agaln,

At Mesité Dam, on the Rd of July, whenvtheré had been no
local ralns, a2 wall of water severallfeet deer came down the
stream and.the} 31d not nave time %o get all of the toals out
pefore ithey were covered. ™e pille drivex was tirped ocver

and the leads broken off. About midnight on the third

anotner flood much bigger, came down and finlshed the wrecking :
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of the driver. Work was coauenced at onece to put things in

er or 1legs ssznltude has come down

P

share, but a ficod of grea
rractically onece 1in each 24 hgurs sirﬂe.

At the Hogback, & heavy lo al storm 4id considerablie damage
to the canal, by filling it walth sand and gravel onnosite each
side arroya, and washed out the check that had been built in
the arroya below flume ¥o. B, and cut the arrova back to within
Lo¢ fcc* cof the flume. |

,bn the igih ancther heavy local raln occurred, bpul as there
was oo waler in the cangl and zll the gates were énen little
damage was doue cther than putting 1n lots of sand and gravel

at several points,

Great quantities of water came down the arroyas crossed by 8
filumes Ko.l (the steeil fluze) and No, 2.  The cutting of this

1attervarroya vas carried pack sbout 400 Teet and as a rssuli the
highway brigge was underﬂiﬁed'aaﬁ collansed, and one of the up-
strean plers of the center bent of the flume was undermined and
tipped over, As these plers werc 1&g feet bhelow the beé of the
arroya 1t is pla;v tuut the cuftitg wag deemn.

‘tten Ur. Gersbach that the only way to re-

I have just wr
ralr this dana ge.is to pult the flume across thls wash on a truss,
uniess he can suggest scuething better, and have directed him
to send me detils on w.lchi I can ask for blds on a light stieel
tTuss for tnls vurpcse, and at the same time for him to flggre_
out what he can bulld and install a wooden deck truss for the
same purnpcse.

Please advise nme 1T you can see any other way out. By re~

palring tue nler, the filume mignt last for years, and again,
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the next shower might take 1t out.
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The length of the flume 1s 80 feet, and I think the truss
should be at least thét,iong, for as the channsl cuts deéeper
the banks are golng to be 80 abrupt that they are lliable to
cave off gt any tine, Uven with tq15 18 wgth of iruss, 1t may

be necessary to pul something in in the way of revetnent to

e

prevent the undermining of the banxk. ossible put a raved or

lined section in the amroya to carry the water past the flume.

I should he glad of any suggesticns from ycu.

Ritter rerorts rains every day

Ly

rom Zunl uu% there has been
no damage thers exoep:ing'that ﬁater nag washed around seversl
of the small structures there.
At Canad; no damag éone, but th@ worn delayed a2 1ittle by the
borraw rits £illing with rain water. )
By the way, at Tuba, where the annual r;;zfall 1s something
less than 5 inéhes‘ the rainfall for the first 18 days of July

~amounted to 2.31 inches with 0.63 incrﬁs fov June, the average

Lp

for the past slx years being respectively 1.1 and 0.85.

ery truly,

Surerintendent of Irrigation.
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Storms and
Floods,

Albuquerque, N. M., July 85, lol4,
Mr, W. M. Reed, |
Chlef Engineer,
Washington, D, C.
Sir:

Surplenmental to my letter of a few days ago relative to
storms and high water in thls District,.

Ine reports of the Weather Bureau show that there has been
the greatest ragnfall over New Mexico evef Trecorded fox the
month of July, and the papers are full of washouts, storms and
'damage from the excessive rain fall, |

It nas been necessary to shut downvthe work in the Moencopi
Wash at Tuba on aodount of the high water.

From Blackrock (Bunl) under the date of the 13th Mr, Rit- .

ted writes: "Yesterday nearly 2 inches of rain fell in a

short time. Fortunately the shower was not wlde spread but
only in the vlicinlty of the camp at Blackrock. There was no

breach made in the banks of the ditch at any point. although the
water was overitoping the banks of the same for 8t least one
quarter of the dlstance from the first sirhon to the second si-
phon, This overflewlng water guttersd the outside ‘#lones of .
the down hill banke considerably and will necessitate consider
able repalr work and also to c¢lean ocut the silt that has been
wasghed in from the hillsides, - '

The roads near camp are in extremely bad shape and they wlll have
1o be repalred as soon as rossible as they. are almost impassible
at present. The protectlve riprap at both sivhons needs much
more work as at hoth places a part has been swept away,

The spillway at the second siphon relieved the ditch of the
excesslve flood and but little damage was d.ne below that point."

Under date of July 20, ¥r, Gersbach writes from the Hog-
backx Canal:
"0n account of excesgive rains up the valley whilch lasted

from Friday evening to Sunday morning the San Juan River start-
ed to rals- rapldly yesterday mornlng, so that by eveningit had
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reached a stage higher than it has been at any time this sea- . !
zggé g%egfogee on the Tiprap repalr work oprogslte Station 30 :
N aﬂdggrakthis mgrning and twa.pf the men were nlacing
saﬁd$wa;e? g§§ fﬁen all of a suddenh a Series of extremely large
sar 3 € part of the work next to the road, heaved it
Pand then the next wave pulled 1t in the river and started it

down strezm. It was all done in aboul three seconds and the
two men were fortunate in getting off of 1t.  The loss rep-
Tresents aboutl two weeks work. Ihere 1s still some riprap left

at ihls place and if the river goes down soon 1t may not eat
inte the bank, Will éndevor to stop 1t as much as po8sible witih
‘the material and present force asvailable. :

I aag Informed that at about 2 P. M., vyesterday the river
started across the nigh-water channel just west of the lake at
Shirrock Indian School and today fully two-thirds of the water
in the Tiver ie flo-ing through this new channel,"

We are still naving dally showers all over the State, and
1n most directions the roads are practically impassible folr
freight teams and heavy loads I am informed.

Very truly,

Superintendent of Irrigation,
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