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CAPT CONSTANT WILLIAMS USA
ACTING INDIAN AGENT

NAVAJO AGENCY
FORT DEFIANCE ARIZONA

SIR

AM IN RECEIPT OF YOUR LETTER DATED MAY 11 L8 ASK

ING AS TO WHAT ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN ON YOUR LETTER OF FEBRUARY

1895 RELATIVE TO THE ALLOTMENTS OF LAND TO INDIANS ON THE MOEN

COPI WASH

YOU STATE TLNT TBE MORMON INTRUDERS IN THAT COUNTRY ARE

NOW VERY AGGRESSIVE THAT SOMETIME AGO THEY OBTAINED DECREE FROM

THE COURTS IN COCONINO COUNTY GIVING TO THEM THE RIGHT AS ORIGINAL

APPROPRIATORS TO ALL THE WATER OF THE WASH THAT THIS DECREE WAS

MADE IN AN ACTION AGAINST WHITE MAN BUT THAT IT GIVES TO THE

MORMONS THE RIGHT OF WATER AS AGAINST ALL OTHER CLAIMANTS

YOU ADD THAT IT IS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE INDIANS

THE ORIGINAL SETTLERS AND FARMERS IN THAT FERTILE SPOT THA

THEIR CLAIMS TO THE LAND AND WATER SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED AND

FURTHER SAY THAT IF THIS OFFICE WILL SEE THAT THEIR CLAIMS TO TBE

LAND ARE OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED YOU WILLWITH ITS PERMISSION SE
THAT THE INJUNCTION DISSOKLVE BEING IN POSSESSION OF SUFFICIENT



EVIDENCE THAT THEY ARE THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATORS OI THE WATER OI

SAID WASH

IN REPLY HAVE TO STATE THAT THE CLAIMS OF THE INDIANS

TO THE LAZUIS IN DISPUTE WITH IILL HISTORY THEREOF WERE LAID BE
LORE THE DEPARTMENT FEBRUARY 15 1894 WITH RECOMMENDATION THAT

THEY BE GIVEN EARLY CONSIDERATION TO THE END THAT THE LANDS AP
PLIED FOR BY THE INDIANS IN THAT VICINITY MIGHT BE ALLOTTED TO

THEM AND APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT

ON FEBRUARY 14 1895 THIS OFFICE INVITED THE ATTENTION

OF THE DEPARTMENT TO THE MATTER UNDER CONSIDERATION AND AGAIN

REQUESTED EARLY ACTION THEREON AND ON APRIL 22 1895 THIS OFFICE

RESPECTFULLY URGED UPON THE DEPARTMENT THE NECESSITY OF TAKING

ACTION UPON THE CLAIMS SUBMITTED WITH OFFICE REPORT 01 FEBRUARY 15

L8
AS YET NO ACTION HAS BEEN TA IN THIS MATTER BY THE

DEPARTMENT AND IN VIEW OF ALL THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE

CASE DO NOT FEEL JUSTIFIED IN INVITING ITS ATTENTION THERETO
AS SOON AS DECISION IS BAD YOU WILL BE ADVISED THEREOF AND IN
STRUCTIONS GIVEN

VERY RESPEETLULLY

ACTING COMMISSIONER
ILINTON


