72 191¢ /
e Y

51143

s

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER| L EORF BNGIN.
# R OR ‘.'f )_‘_Q vy v‘m‘)f:@& S
UNITED STATES INDIAN IRRIGATION SERVICE ) ‘
v JdUL a1 !
SUI’ER[NTENDENT OF IRRIGATION 8

Sl ENGINEER ‘\ﬂmbm N aprdd
Ay

7L UQUERQUE, No i
July 2, 1014,

Mr. W. M. Reed,
Chief Enginecer,

Nashington,

As you kuow, a1l of the agricultural lands 8§w~m«ww -
the Hopl Indlans conslest of the sandy bottom lands along o
the three main washes that run between thelr mesas.

Dear Sir:

The best areg they have 1s 1n what is known as
the Wepc or Second Vess Wasp. This wasgh heretofore
ias had no defined shannel for a number of miles, and
in this flat, watered by the occusicnal Floods are ex-
tengive corn flelds.

Séversl years age the valley commenced to eut
up with narrow deep channels, commencing at iteg junctioen
with the Firat Mesa Wash, and are gradually cutting back
through the flelids, and if somethlng is not done socn,
the flelds will be destroyed,

A stucdy has teen made of ths sltustion, and &
plan of cross dykes worked cut, tentatively, the sugges-
tion coming from Foreman Nomack who is stationed there,
and was checked over by the writer and Superintendent of

cnstruction Post independently.

¥r. Post was Airected to 80 over the situaticn
#ith Mr. Womack, work sut the plaen snd make a report.
His report i:s attached, together with a sketch map, and
I fullyg concur in nhis findings and recommendations.

Should there be any blg vains thig year, much
damage wilil be done these fields and many acres may be
rendered sbsolutely worthless.

The plan of spreading the flood wateprs to avoid
cutting, and at the same time fo irrigate the ground is
perfectly fessible andwlll do the work planned,
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¥e irrigation or protecticn work has been done
for taese Indlens, and ro assistance given them in any
woy other than the spring and well development. They
are a fine bunch of Indlans and are making a liwving in
a reglon where the aversage white msn would starve. This
protection work and development 1s bayond thelr capabilities
and they should recelve assistance.

Thig matter should have been taken up before, but
awalting & time when it could be Investigated and surveys
made it has been neglected, but the conditions are such that
immediate arction should be taken before any more ralns come.

I do not know what funds made avallable for thils
year can be used unless it should come from the Miscellane~
oug Navajc. To be sure this ig not in the Nawajo res-
ervation proper, but in all legislation 1% is always grouped
with the NWavajo, and the Hopl reservation is occupied by
more Navajcs than dbg the Hopl.

I request that immedlate actlion be taken, that
the general plan be approved, and that I .be glven author-
1ty to expend the sum of $7,700. for this purpose.

Until detailed surveys are made I cannot suggest
any changes to the proposed plan, excepting that I belleve
that a few gates through the dykes will assist In the
proper handling of the water and the utllization of the
floods in irrigating the ground.

Very respectfully,

,;ngif?éZEéfix,ocn
R

Supervising Engineer.

July 10, 1918.
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