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The Commissioner of Indlan aAffalrs,
Washington.

(Thro ths Chief Engineer).
Sir:

Por a long time I have bean satisfled that the
most important work, from ithe view point of immedlate
uss and returns), hsas been the well drilliling and spring
development for the Kavajo and Hopl Indians on the
so~called Palnted Lesert.

As soon as a well begins te dellver water the
stock 1s there to use it, and the Indlans come mlles
to get domestic water whlch they haul, and to drive
their stock there for water.

It ia belleved that in the regions where the
wells nave been put down that the quantity of stock,
especially sheep, have doubled and in many cases more
than doubled. ¥hat this means to the Indian in ma-
terial advantage, especially in thls time of high
prices for wool and stock can readlily be seen, and
there is also the great advantege to the country at
large in the lncreased production of the much needed
woo 1 and mest.

in order to get the ideas of the man on the
ground, I had Mr. Womack, the foreman in charge of
this work address a letter to most of the traders
and the missionaries on the reservations and they
have answared his communlications, and I herewith
submit coples of their replies for your information.

If coples of these letters could be placed in
tne hands of the Committees on Indian Affairs in Con-
gress when the next blll goes before them, 1t 18 pos-
sitle that a greater sppropriation could be secured
for thls purpose.
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