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HOPI RESERVATION

Coconino and Navajo Counties, ARIZONA
Hopi Tribe
Tribal Headquarters: Oraibi, Arizona 86039

Federal
Reservation

Population: 6,423 (BIA 3/72)

LAND STATUS Total Area: 2,472,254.26 acres
Tribally Owned: 2,472,254.26 acres

An Executive order of 1882 granted the Hopi Tribe 2,600,000
acres in northeastern Arizona, entirely surrounded by the
Navajo Reservation. The Hopi are presently living on only
650,000 acres, the remainder being occupied by the Navajo.
Conflicting tribal claims to land have led to a series of owner-
ship and boundary disputes. A 1963 court decision provided
for an area of joint-use land and negotiation of disputes.
However, it seems likely the case will be brought back to

the courts.

HISTORY

The precise origin of the Hopi is unknown. Their own legends
relate that their ancestors climbed upward through four
underground chambers or kivas, living in many places before
settling in their present location on the Black Mesa of the
Colorado Plateau, where the Hopi have lived for nearly 1,000
years. Old QOraibi, buiit at least by 1150, is probably the cldest
continuously occupied city in the United States today. The
Spanish visited the Hopi area several times from 1540 until
the Pueblco Revolt in 1680. During the revolt, the Hopi moved
many of their viltages to mesa tops for defense purposes, and
sheltered refugees from other pueblos such as Isleta. The Hopi
destroyed Spanish missions and killed many of the priests.
The Spanish made no effort to reestablish control of the Hopi.
In the early 20th century, several new towns were founded.
Many Hopi are moving from mesa tops to the new towns at the
foot of the mesas.

CULTURE

The Hopi, westernmost of the pueblos, speak a Uto-Aztecan
language rather than the Tanoan or Keresan spoken by most
other pueblos. The old towns are censtructed in typical adobe
architecture. Each village is autonomous, an individual being
a lifetime resident of his village even if he marries someone
from another village. Both property inheritance and residence
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are matriarchal. Hopi as a whole is a closed community. The
tribal members have a distinct pride in their nation or tribe
which may be an important factor in maintaining the vibrancy
and vitality of the culture. Considered by many to be out-
standing intellectuals of Indian tribes, the Hopi are patient,
peaceful, industrious people. They have developed a complex
system of gods or kachinas which are impersonated in many
of the dances. These intricate dances, representative of their
belief, are usually closed to the public. Kachina dolls, carved
and decorated to resemble the gods, are used to teach the
children. Hopi also produce excellent silverwork and silver
overlay, polychrome pottery, baskets, and other art forms.

GOVERNMENT

Each of the villages is organized independently, having either
an elected governor or a hereditary village chief. The first
tribal constitution was adopted in 1935; however, a tribal
council was not elected until 1955. There is much resistance
to change which might undermine tradition and religion.
Some of the more conservative villages still do not accept the
authority of the tribal council. The Hopi Tribe is a member of
the Indian Development District of Arizona, through which it
obtains planning and development funding assistance.

TRIBAL ECONOMY

The Hopi economy is extremely limited, being removed from
economic centers and surrounded by the Navajo Reservation.
Some Hopi own and operate small businesses. Many families
farm at subsistence level to supplement their living. Govern-
ment agencies and the tribal members employ some Indians
on the reservation; however, because of the scarcity of jobs on
the reservation, many Hopi men commute daily or weekly to
nearby areas for skilled or semiskilled jobs. The tribe has
established an industrial park near Winslow. A garment factory
has located there and employs many Hopi women. The tribe is
working to develop an economy on the reservation capable of
employing alfl tribal members seeking work. Hopi usually prefer
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