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INDIAN PUEBLO DWELLERS OF TODAY (17)

This evcning I shall start upon a series of lcctures upon the Indinn tribes of iri-
zona, with consideration of their inter-ralationships and ethnology snd covering
their history, in its major fuatures, since the dates on which written record of
their existence began to come dowm to us. With scveral minor cexcoptions, I shall
t-ke up the tribes as of four cthnologic divisions, the Pueblo dwellers, the sub=
jeet of this evening's address, the Yumans, the Pimans and the Dine, with Sepnrate_
consideration of th Navajo and Zpache peoples included within the last named.

The Hopj, at this hour under consideruation, ~re the last of the hilltop or pueblo-
dwolling aborigines within the confines of srizonaz, tho their habits are similar to
those of the Zuni of western New Mexico, and to the threc brrnches of the Pueblo
peonles of the Rio Grande River wntershed. Incidentnlly, their languages appear to
hove only slight connection. Till only about n score of ycars ago, the tribe more
generally was known 2s "Mogui", 1 term me=ning "decoyed" or "dead". Hopi is a much
better word, derived from the tribal word "Hopitu" menning "Peaceful People.

The Hopi n~re rated by Powell as of the smne linguistic stock as the Shoshone Ute
and Comnnche. It is known definitely th:t they are n composite people, with 2 lnn-
gurge in which nre found Tamoan, Piman ~nd Kerssan words. The Snake elan came from
the north, possibly from the snme stdek as thet which once peopled the great Mesa
Verde rock houses. The Bear clan came from the castward, undoubtedly of the people
from which came the later-day settlements of the upper Rio Grmde Vnlley. Most in-
teresting, from n locnl point of view, isthe determinntion thnt the Waterhouse
{Patki) and Squash (Prtun) clons cnme from the southward, from "the cnctus country™,
probably from the Gil~ ~nd Salt River Valleys. Every central .rizona villey re-
eins evidences of the passage of at least o portion of these peoples, for some
renson leaving their cities md irrignted fields on the plains and seeking the
mountains nnd the upper platetus. ,

Frank Hamilton Cushing, who combined the vision of a poet with the keen discernment
of the scientist and who had spent years with the house-building Zuni of western
New Mexico, positively connected that tribe with the southern pueblo remnins. again,
there is a clear connection hence with tuins along the Little Colorado, %ill at
lnst are reached the remains of Homolobi, ncar the present Winélew, a group of five
villages that are known by the Hopi of today as their nncient own.

It should not be understood thnt the spepker would seok to estnblish thmtthe Zuni,

fopi or Pueblo are descended wholly from the plains dwellers. But, without doubt,

they nre to the extent that intermarriasge might permit a mingling in which the an-

sient tongues have become changed into well—deflned and seprir~te dialects in each o
37 the tribes named. :

The first kncwledge of the Hopi by Europeans was in July of 1540, soon after Cap=-
tain Gonoval Don Prancisco Vasquez de Coronado had foumd the ftmed golden Seven
 Cities of Cibola in the poverty-stricken peublos of Zwni. He sent westward an ex-
ploring prrby; hoqded by Don Pedro de Tovar ond accompanied by Juqn de Padilla, o
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Pranciscan friar. The lntter it was who led a charge on the first terraced villags
of the Mogui when resistence was offered. TLater the Mogui gave guides. to Gesrcia
Lopez de Cardenns, who in September led twelve Svanish soldiers to the first wiew
of the Grand Canvon to other than Indian eyes. '

The Spenish chronicles of the Hopi land, known as the Province of Tusayan, showed
that the people were willing to fight to maintain their hide-bound conservatism,

Tho home-loving, honest, kindly and joyous, it is yet remerkable that of all south-
western Indians they have resisted encroschment most and have, till very lately,
wenerally refused the ministrations of Christian teachers. Soon after the time of
she Speniards? coming thoy mainly transferred their habitations to the mesa tops,
therson they now live in a half-dozen villages to which the women pack water up steép
“nd rocky trails,

n 1633 Padre Francisco Porras wns poisoned while trying to do good to the people of
the Mogui village of Awatobi. The Mogui joined in the great Indisn insurrection of
Pope, who in 1680 sent a knotted rope to all the pueblo peoples, mdsbout that time
occurred the martyrdom of four more Franciscans in the Moqui towns.. & score of years
later the chapel nt fwatobi was rebuilt. The people of the town, mainly of the Bow
PAwata), Badger, Butterfly and Tobneco clans, were not popular with their neighbors.
They were inclined to be nrrogant and they had freely permitted the work of the
Christian priests. So the town wns reided one night by men from Oraibi, Walpi, Mish-
ongnavi and Shungopavi, admitted thru a gnte in the town wall by Tapolo, a townsman
of traitorous sort. The invaders were led straightway to the prineipal "kiva"™, an
underground temple where the orincipnl men of the tribe were engaged in whnt were
called "sorcererst! rites". The ladder wns pulled up and upon the trapped celebrants
below came A shower of arrows and then coals from the cooking pits, with bundles of
dry grensewood and strings of red peppers, the last torn from the sides of the

houses where they had been hung to dry., Then the remsining villagers were driven to
nearby sand hills and murdered, exception mnde in favor of those who knew prayer
songs or had special industrinl qunlificeotions. This Indian history wns proven true
in 1895 by Dr. J, Walter Fowkes, who dug into the ddentical kiva and there found

the bones of the slain, f

Oraibi, once the largest of Hopi towns ond one of the oldest of inhabited settle=
ments within the United States, ic decaying. It lics on the point of the third mesa,
about seventy miles wortheast of Flagstaff, arizona, a tangle of stone nnd adobe=
built houscs, most of them severail stories in height. Its situation is a dramatic
one, dominating the landscope, with a jagged house-skyline that starts abruptly on
the edge of a barren steny plain, of which the edges form the escarpment of the

mesa at all points. Once old Oraibi had about 2000 population., Now it has less than
200, with only about sixty children gathered into the school that has been provided.
by the Ihgion buresu. The outskirts. of the village are deserted nnd the houses, cen=
turieés old, are falling. Even more sipnificant, the Snake kiva, the underground
ceremoninl chamber of the Snake clan, locks even = ladder, for the Snake Drance has
een transferred to the newer village of Hotevilla, a few miles away. Hotevilla was
cstnblished in about 1906 by the more conservative of the populntion, ineluding the
ndisns who resented imposition of the white man's customs, cspecinlly objecting to
cduention and vaccinstion and bitterly opposed to the §fforts of the Moravien clergy
#no had built a spired chnpel out on the mesa point. & few hundred modernists went
50 Bagabijy from Hotevilla, and obthers down to new Oraibi, around the agency below

e mese. : ‘
i ; ' . : '
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neeibits superior antiguity is aclmowledged by-nll the Hopi villages save Shung.m
sawi, Dr. A. B, Douglass in it has found roof beams dating back to 1620, It hé
been ocoupied for centuries when the hard-riding troopers of Coronado beheld it.
It grew or diminshed thereafter according to the toll of war or smallpox, a disease
thut oceasionally deprived the Hopi villages of almost half their inhabitants. A
graphic tale of Hopi comservatism was told in 1775 by the Franciscan friar Garces,
who visited Ornibi, only to have his ministrations refused and -himself thrust out,
Jacob Hamlin, grentest of Mormon scouts, visited Oraibi in 1858, sent by Brighem
Young to investigate a report that the Hopi head a langunge sxmllﬂr to that of Weles,
Hambilin then told of the mystic ceremonies of the friendly Indiwms and was given a
glimpse of their gacred stome. On his return to Utah he took with him Tuba, an
Oraibi chieftain, nfter whom Tuba City now is named, md the chief was shfely re~

“turned to tell of the grent possessions nnd powers of the white man.

Thru »11 the centuries, the cliff villages have flourished, while Homolobi, Sityatki
and Awatobi, their cotemporaries, nre piles of stone and earth., They have many
young men And women Who have had the learning that is given by schools. Few of the
maidens wear the squash blossom hair dress, Most of the clans still have represenw
tatives, but there are many who mre feiling to follow in the footsteps of their
fathers. This was shown on the wey to the Sneke Dance when approaching Oraibi, 1
met a Hopi party. = young Indisn, when asked whether the party was on the way to
the dance, scornfully replied in fdiomatic English, "I'1l say we're not. I'd hawe
you lmow we are Christians™, all of which rather detrrocted frem romance, however
praiseworthy the spirit. -

'The Snake Dance, usunlly held in sugust, primarily is an invecation for the rain so

keenly needed in the desert homeland of the tribs. It is probable that the average
Hopi farmer lives at least five miles from the corn field thnt is to supply the main
ration of his household. If it be only five miles, he usunlly starts out betimes
and trots back to & lnte supper in the evening, for, be it understood, the Hopi are
the grecatest runners among ~1l the tribes of the Southwest, If the distance be as
much as ten miles, the farmer for a while may spend only weck-ends with his family,
or his family, erecting n shelter, may go to the country to help guard the corn
from the crows or from pestiferous bands of ponies. The Indirn fields stretch
along the washes that drain the three mesas that project, tongue-like, southward
into the Printed Desert, There appear to be nec land titles, other than gained by
occupation nnd cultivation, to descend of right to the heirs of the farmer who had
tilled each piete. =5 many ag twenty grains of corn are planted in a hill, deeply
set, and there is =2 resultant bush that mny be trimmed to A climp of a half-dozen
stalkss This apparently fails to diminish the size of the ears. There is wonder,
even ~mong the ngency whites, over the manner in which an Indimn will secure a corn
or bean erop from the most barren looking land, The white mant's irrigation system
is resorted to only at Moen Copie, sixty miles northwest of QOrnibi, where Mormon
rights were purchnsed years ago. The government hes helped wherever possible and
has drilled wells, but these usually are only for village use or for the watering
of liwvestock, ;

The grown of the Hopi in the past has been restricted by contempt for sanitetion

“-omong the peaple ofthe older order. Children continually were exposed to infection.
o

mwllpox in the past has ravaged until the dead had to be disPosed of by merely be~
ng thrown over the cliffs,
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The Hopi have been called the "Indian Jews", for they are natural traders of the
keenest sort, against whom visitors from neighboring tribes have no chance what-
ever. The story is told of a Navajo who cnme in state to Walpi, on a prancing
sbeed, with saddle and bridle encrusted with silver, and with o roll of valuable
blankets for snle--and how he %ent forth a week later, barebacked, on a pony of
mean degree, with a twist of rope around the pony's nostrils for a bridle. But the
Navajos continue tocome ond are a source of both entertainment and profit to the
thrifty dwellers in the hill-top housesi

Here and there evidences of the white mants civiliantion are to bs seen: In the

rather progressive settlemunt of Baccbi each of the mysterious ceremoninl kivas

actunlly is ecuipped with a sheet iron heating stove, with =n incongruous chimney
projecting:odtwnrd past the hend of the ladder. It deesn't look exactly right,

but undoubtedly is much more comfortable than the smoky fireplace that once served

to furnish heest and eradicnte dampness. In the houses are sewing machines and

cook stoves, glass windows and even occhasional wood floors and carpets, while the

young men and women nre rnther modishly dressed when they visit the white settle- !
ments., : :

Yet, for all of this, the Hopi today essentially are much the same as they werc
when the mesa heights were stormed by the soldiers of Coronado. The people pride
themselves on the antiguity of their cities and of their customs. Ceremonials of
worship and organization by clans are wniform with those of centuries ago, Save
for » few glass windows and n few fallen walls, the villages ~re much the same as
befors the found~tion of Saint wugustine or Sante Fe.

There are many amomg the whites who e glad thet Hopiland nffords an islrnd of
ethnologic stnbility over which the wnves of ¢ivilization never hnve swept. There
must be o degree of admiration for the stubborn charncter that holds fast, despite
repented attrcks. Yet the ancient superstitions and thelr manifestations must go
if the Indien is to be nssimilated and be vut on the way toward attainment of citi-
zenship in the years to come., Indian Serviee officials in years gone by have tried
to discournge the tribal dances and especinlly have tried to stop the Snr~ke Dance.
They have failed nnd the end of the Dance is not likely to be known for many years
to come, The drreces will end when the children now being taught in the reservation
and boarding schools shnll conclude to stop them. Yet many of the Snake Dance
priests are young mcn who have been given a rensonnble degree of education in the
Riverside ond Phoenix schools nrd who have returned to reenter the tribal life as
they had left it,

A one hours continuance of the Union 0il. Companyte "Forward Arizona" program is
vrisented over K T A R every Wednesday ovening between cight and nine o'clock,

Yours truly, b
UNION OII, CO PiNY OF .RIZONA
Phoenix ARizona
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