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PHE HTS 32Y OF 2ASA GRINDE (15)

The best-kmown end Yest-preserved prehistoric structure within the United States is
Casa Grande, in the Gila River valley, some twelve miles southwest of Plorence,

about sixteen miles fran the Southern Pacific railroad station of Casa ¢rande and
g couple of miles from the new railroad town of Coolddge. The name is Spanlsh sim-
ply meaning "large house." : : :

The first historic mention of Arizona's ancient towns was by Friar Marcos de Niza in

1539, with a second by Pedro de Casteneda in connection with the Coronado expedition
the folch1ng year., ‘A ruin passed somewhere on the northern desert, they called
Chichilticalli, understocd to have been "Red House" in the Axtec- tongue. Many stu=-
dents have trled to show thot the route of Coronado embraced the locality of Casa
Grande; but it probably camec not nearer then seventy miles, along the ‘San Pedro. s
Ghichilticalli may have been near Fort Thomas, on the middle Gila. May I here ade= °
vise my auditors thet ethnologlists unite in declaration that the Aztecs never dwelt
in what now is Arizona. Probably the ancient settlements here antedated the Aztecan
occupation of southern Mexico.

There seems little doubt that the first:European who ever saw Casa Grende was a

“Jesuit, Eusebio Franeisco Kinogwho led a band of friams into northern Sonora about

1687, who established a chain of twenty-nine Jesuit missions and who labored among

" /the Tndians of Pimeria and Papagueris wjtil his death, In 1694 to him was repeated

a tale heard by Lieute. Juan Mateo Mange, nephew of the Governor of Somora. Mange

had heard of some grent ancient houses near a river that flowed to the west., In
November of the same year, Kino was led by Indians to (asa Grande, at that time ap~
parently in almost as ruinous & cordition as now. Mass was said in one of the rooms.
Kino came again in 1699 with a military essort, The young soldier Mange, a member

of this secand party, wrote an interesting account of his trip and accurately des=

cribed the ruins, adding a rough sketch and a ground plen of {he main building, He

4014 that the m1dd‘e was four stories high: andthe adjcining rd.ms were three storges

the walls two yards thick, of strong mortar and clay, "so smooth on the inside that:
they 1looked Ilkﬁ planed boards and so w21l burnished that they shone like Puebla ;
earthen ware." The roofs of all the houses hed been burned, save the ceiling of one
room, which was of wooden beams, with superimposed layers of mortar and hard clay o
reeds, He inferred that the settlement or city md been inhabited by a civilized

‘race under regular government, this "evidenced by a main ditch which branches off

from the river into the plains surrounding the city, which remained in ‘the center of
it", The guides told that a distance of a day's journey northward were similar
rulns, undoubtedly those near Phoenix and Tempe, and also they spoke of ruins in
another "ravine which joins the one they cdlled Varde". 1In 1736 and in 1745 are
records of visits to the ruins, respectively by Padre Ignatio Keller and Padre
Jacebo Sedelmmier, missionaries from northern Sonora.

In 1762, 1n the "Rudo Ensayo", an anonymous writing attributed to Padre Jusn Nentyg,

is another description of the main building. Padre Francisco Garces, who, carrying
the Cross into western Arizona, visited Casa Grande in 1775 on an exploring‘.
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f: tfip that started at the presidie of Tubac, FHe was a member in the following year
- of a party led by Captain Juan Bautista de Anza, and which included also the Francis-

can Padres Font and Tomas Eixerch, bound for the founding of $an Francisce. Both
Garces and Font left descriptions of Casa Grande. The former introduces in his nar-
ration an odd tale of hostility between the Hopi, the pueblo dwellers of northern
Arizona, and the Pima, who dwelt in the vicinity of Casa Grande, in which he assumed
"Phat the Mogui (Hopi) anciently extended to the Gila in early days®™. In this he
was sustained by the evidence of Indians living in his mission of San Xavier, who
told that the Moguis had built the houses whose ruins are still visible.' Padre Gar-
ces therefore concluded that the ancient people Mcould be Moquis who came to fight
and that, Harassed by the Pimas, who always have been numerqus and valiant, they
abendoned long ago these hubitntions on the River Gila; as also have they done this
with that ruined pueblo which I found before my arrival in Mogui; md that they re-
tired to the place where now they live, in a situstion so advantageous, so defen-
sible and with such precautions for self-defense in cnse of invasion." This was
very good reasoning, later sust~ined.

Padre Font heard Indian trodition, ™#nich 11 re’uces itself to fiction, mingled
confusedly with some catholic truth". The Crse Grande, or Palace of Moctezuma, may
have been inhnbited some 500 yenrs before, nccording to the stories md seanty no-
tices there were of it and that the Indims gnve, "becnuse", he snid, "as it appears
the Mexicans (Aztecs) found it when in their transmigration the devil took them thru
various lands, until they arrived nt the promised lond of Mexico and in their so- ;
journs, which were long, they formed settlements and built edifices™, The reverend
historian spoke especially of finding the ground strewn with pieces of jars, pots

and plates of verious colors, "an indiention thnt it was » lnrge settlement and of
distinct peaple from the Pimn of the Giln, since these know not how to make such
pottery." Padre Font recited one lemgthy Pima legend, that of "E1l Hombre Amargo®
{The Bitter Man), which has been repented substantially in similar form to later in-
vestigators. In this legend is the story of o flood, from which refuge was taken

on n high mountain renge, cnlled the Mountnin of the Feoam (Sierra de la Espuma), as-
sumed to have been the Superstition Rnnge, described as "cut off and steep like a cor:
ner ef a Westion; with, high up nenr the %op, o white brow, as of rock, which alse .
continues nlong the ronge for a good distance; snd the Indians say that this is the
mark of foam of the whter which rose to that height."

In 1871 the structure was visited by Cnpt« F. E.Grossman, who tried to trace the
connection between the ruins nnd the wmodern Indians, amd who found at least one sus-
taining legend, telling that the Pimas claimed to be the direct descendants of Chief
So~ho (of whose line Si-va-no erected Cass Grande), who governed a lar ge empire long
before the Spaniards were known. His people cultivated the soil, dug immense canals,
spuncotton cloth ahd mnde bnskets and enrthemware. The narrator refers to the cer-
tainty, "That the house was built before the Timns kmew of the use of iron, for many
stone hatchets have been found irn the rui::, <nd the ¢nds of lintels over doors and
windows showed by their hncked rppenrance thrt only blunt tools were used. It also
appears that the builders were without tirwwels, for the marks of fingers of the o
workmen are plainly visibld both i the plaster’ 1g and in the walls where the plas- .
tering has fallen off."

The first American visitors were troppers, hunting the beaver, which were abundant
in nearly nall the Arizona streams of continuous flow, Among these visitors were
the Patties, nbout 1825, and ,in 1833, Pauline Weaver, a French trapper, who guided
the Mormon Battalion in 1846 and who led the Rich Hill party of placer miners in
1863, His sutograph is on the wnlls, ;
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“”3Lleut Wm. K. Emory in 1846 hnd sketches mide of the ruins still shwwing the central
 'upper room, and hearf from the Indi-ns thuir own version of the immaculate concep=

“4ion from Whlch sprang the founder of the race which bullt all the houses found in
ruins.

The most systemntic exploration of the Cnsn Gronde settlement was made by Dr. J. W.

Fewkes of the Division of Ethnology of the Smithsonirn Institution, in 1892 and be=-
tween 1906 ~nd 1908, Most of the work by Dr. Fewkes was donc outside of the piin-
cipal structurc. He opened up ¢ number of mounds that turned out to be pueblo
houses, in two cnses built upon the debris of older structures, cbrndoned after cen-
turies of use., A number of compounds werc exenvated as well ns severnl cercmoninl
houses. It wns deduced thit thc conals hnd been dug by metns of wooden shovels, the
moterial probrbly cirried to ~ distince by women nd ¢hildren. There were rescr-
voirs for the conservntion of wnater for drinking, Compnred with the ruins of the
Salt Rivor Valley, comparntively few mortunry romnins were found, the, ns at Tempe,
there were evidences both of burirl nnd cremttiom, Lpparently the last settlement
was o¢f later dnte than in the neighboring valley of 8alb River. : ,

Dr. Fewkes has cxpressed an opinien th % the builders of Casn Grande might racially
be traced down to the Pimas of today, n st tement thet hns brought out strong oppo-
sition from n rnumber of sources. On the other hrnd, it would appenr much easier to

believe thnt the builders of Cagn Gronde (Pimn "Va-a-ki") nnd of the great houses of

the Salt River V=lley, the "Hohok-m" of the Pimns, were the progenitors of some of
the dozen pueble building tribes now living in northeastern .rizon~ ~nd northwestern
New Mexico, The charncter of the buildings of the lower v~lleys is not very differ=
ent fran the nrechitecture ef the Zunis, Moguis or New Mexican Pucblos, all of them
industrious peeple, with ~ high class of sulture th t dates far back of the coming
of the Spaninrrds, when the tribes of pimeric were found by the Spaninrds nbout as
they were fifty yornrs ago. The similarity in pottery cnunot e considered evidence
of great weight, for the designs on the nneient ware rendily could heve been copied
by the modern Ind1"n potterd It should be noted, also, that the best of the modern
pottery is of nrlcopq monuf': cturo. The Moricepns heve lived near fasa Grande for a
comparatively shoft perfod of time. imong the Fims the makdng of pottery, swve of
the rudest kind, is uwnderstood to hive been compnvatively. modern,

The speaker has asked many old Pimes sbout the Hohokas and hés rarely gptten any
answer except, "We don't know anything about thum." In 1880; while going to the |
great corn dance on the upper Pima reservns ‘tion, in comprny mxﬁh the old wnr chief of
the Pimas, they wns pnssed the great ruin on the Tempe road, snst of Phoenix, a.
structure many times the aren of Casn Grwmdo., The old Indlan wns askod what he knew
of the ancient building. He cnllied it "Unc Cnsn do Montexumn" and added in Spanish,
with a sweep of his hand, "When heore came the fathers of my fdreffthers nll then . |
was as it is now. Ve knOW nothing of thesec veople".

Dr. Fewkes conereted the tops of some of the walls uncovered by himself. In 1902

the ruin was covered with a corrugated raof, similar to that of & hay barn. These

obviously modern additions, however incongrupus, it is hoped, will serve the purpose
of preserving for the eyes of future genvrntions o link 6f highest vnlue cqnnecting
with an ancient culture of which there is no written record, The Casa Grande ruins
for a number of years have been mrintained as o nationnl monument, now under direct
charge of Frank Pikkley, Superintendcnt of Southwestern Monuments, The resérvation

of 480 acres was sot sside by presidentinl ordcr in 1892, its present monument statuc

giving in 1918,
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There should be understanding thet there is much to the Casa Grmde Mational Monu-
~ ment beside its most preminent struvcturs. Yhis was not the largest of the buildir
possibly little more than a watch tower, with ceremoninl chambers., It lies near t.
center of a greet wnlled eficlosure, 216x420 feet, cnlled by the scientists "Gompou:
A", this filled with_ﬂﬁuses save for - couple of plazas or market places,

Probably ewven older is "Consow I B", 165x300, 800 feet to the northenst, within its
walls evidences of a great comaunal house, On the western slepe and summit of this
ruin for several ycars have be:n staged successive Casa Grande pagennts that have
brought the ruins into the modern lime light of publicity. Spectators have been
geated in an auditorium built upon a vast kitchen midden. This, in ordinary langudg:
was nothing more than a rubbish hesdp, built up by garbage and debris of centuries,
over several communal occupations. All around, especilally toward the river and to-
ward Florence, are many other ruin mounds., Since the Fewkes investigations, compara.
tively little exploratioh has been done, tho a party from the Southwest Museam of Lot
fngeles recently has been digging, with interesting reaults,

It is vleasging to note that #asa Grande is one ruin where the pot hunter is barred.
Sure rintendent Pinkley keeps wotch nnd ward. He has gathered » collection in & mu-
seum to whic¢h I c¢can only refer, but whieh should be visited by every Arizonan. I
have snid little of the purely archaeologicnl features of the ancient city. ZThe
domestic 1life of the simple people of long ngo seems fairly well defined thru re-
senrches past =and under way. But vho they were nnd whence they came and why they
went snd against whom they reared their castles are questions still unsolved.

A one hours continu.nce of the Union 0il Company's "Forward .rizona" program is
presented over K T . R every Wuf ss.y evening between eight and nine o'clock.

Yours truly,

UNION QIL CCYPANY OF ARIZ(NA
Phoenix Arizona
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