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W Hopi Indisn Agency
May 21, 19284 |
The Honecrable
Commissioner Indien Affairs, X
Washingtons ‘:&
Sir: . % -

, I bave the honor to acknowledge receipt of 9) B
. your letter of May 14, in ro gtatements made by Mrs ¥. E.
Preeland, in hig letter i{o you of April 18, 1928,

T had seen a copy of his letter before recelving
the copy sent me by yous Some of his statements are all right -
others far from the facts, tut 4t is impossible for s visitor
spendiing a ghort time amd that only among the Hopis to know
mech of the actual conditions heres At Burro Springs, fo
instance, we have had a rather difficult {time keeping the Hopis
from running out the Navajos the past year, though now everthing
there scems to be fine and both tribes getting stong nicely and
harmoniously, Until about two years azo not a Hopi was in that country
or valley, Now we have a mumber located there, about 18 miles from
Oraibi or the Third Mesae

We will carry out the instructions given to the best
of our ability,. :
The erosion 4n both the Navajo and Hopi
countries is something decidedly important and we are trying our
best with meagre funds to retard it by getting rid of horses,
'spreaiing the flocks and herds,; making tanks, etc,

Yery sincerely,

- NA RG 78
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¥r. B, E, F‘recland,
Member, Statute Revieion Commiesion,

! Stete of M¥esouri,

’ For!yth’ Migmouri, MA\.’"‘ié 1328_#\ .
My dear Lr. Freeland:

This ies to acknowledge receipt of your lette
af Aprll 18, 1928 concerning your visit to Polecc
and Oraibil end to Tom Paveteets store st Poleaca,
and pertlculsrly concerning the Hopl Indiens,

The continued erosion resulting in Iinnumerable
washes on the Hopl Reservation is s matter that has .
received considerable "thought 4in the past, TUp to the -
pregsent no definite, feasible progrem hes been outlinad
thet could be economically eccomplished to deter the
erosion. Wherever possible, however, work 1s being
done for the benefit of these Hopi Indisna, It 1is
realized that they are not an eggressive tribe like
the Navejos, with the result thet no doubt the Navajo
Indians will wherever possltle encroach upon ther,

The Superintendent is being instructed to discourage
and to take every mesns poesible to prevent encrosache
ment upon the Hopil Indisns! rights. One of the
sctivities being carried on for the Hopi Indlens i

" thet of water development which is very neceepary in
s gountry where the water supply ie so limited.

Very truly yours,
"5 “ffiﬁ ‘?}ﬁb [Vierit

5 ELN 12 Ausistant Commigsioner,

Copy to Hopl.

Supervising Englneer Robinsone
with copy of letter from
Mr. Freeland.

CENT, cLAgs. FILES 1%730{
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Kr, Edgar K. ¥iller,

Supt. Hopi Agency.

Ky dear kr. ¥llier: ; ¥AY 9% 1978

For your informetion there is encloseg
copy of & letter from Mr. Vi, E. Preeland together

<l

with copy of my reply which are self-explanatory. SBE
)
<
It is requested that you take every pre= 05;5 '5}

caution possible looking to protection of the Hopi
Indians from encroachment by the Heva]Jo Indians,

A copy of this letter i1s being sent to .
S8upervising Engineer Robinson for his information
concerning any nex development along the lines of
retarding erosion of the nature referred to in ¥kr.
Freelandt's letter,

very truly yours,

Ao VEF Mo

5 EILM 12 ABS?%tant gommigsloner,

Copy.to Supervising Englineer Robinson.

N& RG 75
3 B3O, ILES( i
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City oF JEFFERSON

MEMBERS EX-QFFICIO
NICK.T. CAVE
PRESIDENT PROTEM SEMATE

MEMBERS

BENATORS
A.L.McCAWLEY, CARTHAGE
M.E.FORD, MaRYVILLE
RICHARD F. RALPH, VALLEY PARK

REPRESENTATIVES
0.Jd. PAGE, SPRINOFIELD
W.E.FREELAND, FORSYTH
OAK HUNTER, MCOBERLY

FULTON
E.H.WINTER
SPEAKER OF HOUSE
JEFFERSON GITY

COUNSEL
_EDWIN A.KRAUTHOFF
KAHSAS CITY

April 18th P
19¢28 ! /f’f‘/:,f
L A
%5?“

Hon. E. B, Merrits Oy
Assistent Commissioners of Indien Affairs 5
Washington, D. C.
Dear lr. Merritt: R

Lest June I made a short visit to two of the western
agencies, where I spent a number of years in the service.
The visit to Polacca and Crgibi was particularly interesting as
we had spent about three yesers st each of these places. The
store of Tom Pavatea at Polscca is an interesting tribute to
what the Hopi Indiens are doing (possibly there should be an
apology to the Tewas tribe in this statement as Tommy is one of
their number). His store was the best by far I have ever seen
on an Indian reservation and would be & credit to any white
community. Kr. Pavates has not only developed his business but
in the midst of desert surroundings has built & home with
modern conveniences. Twenty-two years ago, when I first went
to Polacca, he only had a very small store in a very small
dark building. DHis wonderful success shows what an Indian msy
do among his own people. Mr. Pavatesa has accomplished this
though handicapped by a lack of educationsl opportunity. The
day school at Ffolacca shows splendid progress ag does also
the gchool at Oragibi. MNKr. bMyers has shown wonderful leadership
and I believe hasg the confidence of the people. The fine
thing in the work of Ir. Nyers and lir. Eubank is the develop-
ment of netive Indian ideas and culture into hermony with mod-
ern life. Twenty years of service with various tribes convinced
me that the biggest element in our failure properly to fit the
Indian to cope with civilized conditions has been due to the
attempt to turn him into & copper-colored white man. I congider
the service is exceptionally fortunate in having such men eas
Mr. Kyers angd Mr. Eubank in its employ. One unfortunate feature
of the Hopri situation is the continued encroachment of the
more aggressive Ravajos and the apparent yielding of the govern-
ment to the continued pressure of this more aggressive tribe.
At Burro Springs, south of Orgibi, I found the liavajos had been
at their customery tacties of forcing the Hopis from out-lying

points. It seems regrettabﬁzxgj§t‘fﬁﬁﬁg s Cenyon school
E'I y LN 1%2
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E. B, Merritt, #2

8

gshould be turned over entirely to Navejos, leaving the Hopis
with inadequate educsational facilities on the reservation,
not‘wlth*standing the wonderful progress made at the day schools.
The continued cutting of the washes is elso & matter of some
gravity. Twenty-two years ago the valley was a desert of
drifting sand into which whatever rainfall there was sank and
was retained.  There was no wash. The wash has now cut so

deep that it is a smell canyon sand the bottom of it has reached
the level of the underground waterflow and is draining it

away. In view of the fact that the Fopi Indians depend for
subgsistence upon agriculture and that this agrieunlture is possi-
ble in that desert country only in favored localities where
there is a kind of sub-irrigation, there is dasnger that the
draining of this underground water will so lower the water
level thet egriculture will become impossible. It might be
possible by throwing dams across the sandy canyon high enough
to force the water to run over the hard adobe flats to fill
these arroyos and remove this danger. Some fourteen or fifteen
vears ago 1 filed with VCommissioner Sells a discussion of this
guestion. My only excuse - -for intruding upon your time is =&
deep interest in the welfare of the Hopi Indians. They are
entitled to much consideration and I hope that their peaceable
disposition will not result in their neglect, and also that the
governnent will never resort to the paternalizing policy that
has destroyed the self-respect of more virile tribes. A4s I

am not personally scquainted with Commissioner Burke, I wish
you would convey to him the appreciation of a former employ of
the fine service which i1s being rendered in the Hopi villages.
5ix years of service with these people has left an interest
thet is ebiding. I can not speak too highly of the fine work
of Mr. Myers and Lr. Eubank.

With kind personsal regsrds,

WEF ;04 Slncerely yours

Vé,uéw_ﬁq
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