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[Riordan to Commissioner]

United States Indian Service,
Navajo Agency,

Ft. Defiance, Ariz.

Jany. 12th, 188L.

Hon, Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington D, C, (ﬂmq(e) B vy

Sir

I have the honor to report my return from a trip to the west and
southwest of the reservation. The journey was undertaken at the urgent
solicitation of the Indians to decide whether a strip of land on which
they have been living was included in the limits of the reservation or
not; and if not, whether any arrangements could be made to secure exemp-
tion from the terms of the order to move on to the reservation,

I travelled constantly for six days, entirely on horseback, visited a
great many Indian camps, riding about 200 miles in all; had several talks
with the Indians and heard their side of the question patiently, I
decided that, although hardship will follow in some cases and some
opposition may be made, it is better to not modify the order., The greater
portion of the Indians will do just as they are told.

It behooves the government to now do its duty by these people in pro=-
viding means for the development of water on the rocky desert they must
make their future home and which was abandoned by them long ago simply
because they could not live on it. They realize however that they must
accept the alternative of seeing their own stock die and of possible
hunger for themselves, or take the chances of war. The greatest
difficulty will be in moving those from the southeast. These last are
living today where they have always lived., They have never been on the
reservation and no move looking to their being put on has ever been made
before, Some determined work will be required to put and keep them
within any prescribed limits,

The goverrment will fail in its duty if it does not provide water for
them and if it does not clearly mark the boundaries.

The Navajos ought to be given all the country south of the San Juan
and within the bounds of the present east and west lines of the present
reserve prolonged to the south bank of that stream. The west line of the
reservation set apart last winter for "the Moquis and other Indians"
should be extended north to running water. There isnft a single white
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man that I know of within the limits indicated, and no man would be
injured by giving these people that chance for survival,

They must be moved away from the railroad strip and from the country
east of the reservation for the reasons repeatedly given in previous
letters.

The order for their removal has gone forth and nearly all will quietly
obey. The balance must be compelled,

The chiefs have asked that two of their number with an interpreter and
the Agent be allowed to go and talk with the Great Father and lay their
case before him. They are, I believe, entitled to a hearing and there are
interests of sufficient importance involved in the removal of several
thousand Indians from their homes and farms to justify the expense of the
trip.

If these chiefs can go on and talk to the Great Father I feel
warranted in saying that the removal can be effected without any organized
resistance, 1t may not be otherwise, though I hope it will.

Very Respectfully, Your obedient servant

D, M, RIORDAN
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