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Sir

At Defiance I found W. S, Defrees, Agent of the Moquis. He is
gquartered in the Agency building of the Navajoes. There are seven
villages of these Moquis situated about one hundred miles west of Defiance
and on account of thelr being no suitable quarters for an Agent on the
lands of these Indians Mr. Defrees with his family resides at the head-
quarters of Agent Arny.

I found it impracticable to visit the Moquis Villages, and I confined
my examination to an inspection of the books and papers of the Agent. All
transactions connected with this Agency are cash, and are kept in regular
cash account form, with debit and credit, and seemed to be accurate.
Dishursements are made by draft or check on the U. S. Depository at Santa
Fe in payment of salaries of interpreter and teacher, and incidental

{ expenses of the Agency.

According to the Agent!s count there are sixteen hundred and sixty
three of these Indians. They are provided with annuities only.

The Agent has made a contract with W. Spiegelberg of Santa Fe for the
delivery of twenty two hundred sheep at two dollars per head at the
Agency on the 20th of October of this year. The price is reasonably low.
These sheep are for distribution to the Indians as a part of their
annuity.

These, like other Pueblo Indians, are farmers and stock raisers. They
are industrious and peaceable, and have accumulated much property, The
Agent reports that they reside in colonies on the summit of high mesas
that are inaccessible except on foot. The lands they cultivate are in
the valleys below. Wood and water has to be carried from long distances
up these steep piches to supply their want of such articles. In
former times when these people were obliged to defend themselves from
hostile neighbors they were obliged to choose such isolated positions for
safety but that necessity no longer exists, and as the lands they now
cultivate have become in 2 great measure impoverished and their flocks
and herds have greatly increased, they now desire to remove to some more
favorable locality. Mr. Defrees makes some recommendations in regard to
the removal of these Indians in his annual report in which I concur.
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These Indians would be benefited by removal to a location where the
land and pasturage is better, in order they may become entirely self
sustaining, They would then have an Agent and teachers reside with them
and there is every reason to conclude that they would rapidly advance in
civilization., These Indians have not now any definé reservation and they
are liable to trespass by white men as well as by the adjacent Indian
tribes,

There is one school maintained among them which I am informed by the
Agent is well attendend, a comfortable school room is needed however to
insure success.

In the Agent's recommendation of an appropriation for the erection of
Agency buildings on the lands where the Moquis reside I heartily concur.
It seems to me to be indispensable that the Agent should be near his
people.

I have no doubt that the annuity fund for this people should be
expended mainly in the purchase of oxen, stock cattle, or sheep, and for
some of the simpler sort of agricultural implements. I think the
expenditure could be safely left with Mr, Defrees,

I have the honor to be, Very Respectfully, Your Obedient Servant

WM, VANDEVER
U, S. Indian Inspector

Hon. Columbus Delano
Secretary of the Interior
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