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( [Bent to Medil1)
Santa F¢, New Mexico,
Nov. 10th 18L6.
Sir
* 3 3 3#* #* #* 3#

The Navajoes are an industrious intelligent and warlike tribe of
Indians who cultivate the soil and raise sufficient grain for their own
consumption and a variety of fruits., They are the owners of large flocks
and herds of cattle, sheep, horses and mules and asses. It is estimated
that the tribe possess 30,000 head of horned cattle, 500,000 sheep and
10,000 head of horses mules and asses, it not being a rare instance for
one individual to possess 5,000 to 10,000 sheep and LOO to 500 head of
other stock, and their horses are said to be greatly superior to those
raised by the Mexicans. Most of their stock has been acquired by
marauding expeditions against the settlements of this Territory. They
manufacture excellent coarse blankets and coarse woolen goods for wearing
apparel. They have no permanent villages or places of residence, but p’
roam over the country between the river San Juan on the north and the
waters of Gila on the south, The country between these two rivers is
about 150 miles in width, consisting of high table mountains difficult of

( access and affording them as yet effective protection against their
enemies, Water is scarce and difficult to be found by those not acquain-
ted with the country, affording another difficult natural safequard
against invasions. Their numbers are variously estimated at from 1,000 \
to 2,000 families or from 7,000 to 1L,000 souls. The Navajoes so far as
I am informed are the only Indians on the continent having intercourse
with white men, that are increasing in numbers.

They have In their possession many prisonéers, men, women and children
taken from the settlements of this Territory whom they hold and treat as
slaves, ¥

b
N
The Moquis are neighbours of the Navajoes and live in permanent vill-
ages, cultivate grain and fruits and raise all the varieties of stock. \
They were formerly a very numerous tribe in.the possession of large flocks
and herds but have been reduced in numbers and possessions by their more
warlike neighbours and enemies the.Navejo¢s. The Moquis are an intelli-
gent and industrious people, the%gghggufgitures are the same as those of
the Navajoes. They number about 850 families or about 2,450 souls.

The Yutas inhabit the country north of the Navajoes and west of the
northern settlements of the Department, They number 800 lodges and about
4,000 to 5,000 souls. Their range extends from Navajo country in lati-

f tude about 35° to LO® north. Their range of country is very mountainous
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and broken, abounding in wild game--deer, elk, and bhear, which serve them
for food and raiment, They are a hardy, warlike people, subsisting by
the chase; and several bands of them have been carrying on a predatory
war with the New Mexicans for the last two years and killed and taken
prisoner many of the people and driven off large amounts of stock. Since
Genl. Kearny!s arrival, these Indians have sued for peace, and measures
are now taking to effect a permanent treaty.

Below I give you a tabular statement of the population of the tribes
of Indians ranging the country within the Territory of New Mexico and on
its borders, made up from the most reliable information I have been able
to obtain during a residence of many years in New Mexico and its vicinity.

Apaches or Jacarillas 100 lodges 500 souls
Apaches proper 8-900 # 5,500 %
Yutas (Southern) 200 ° 1,00
Yutas (Grand & Yu-uinte rivers) 600 " 3,000
Navajoes 1,000 ® 7,000 *
Moquis A 350 v 2,hk50
Comanches E 2,500 v 12,000 M
Kayuguas ) hoo v 2,000 "
Cheyennes i 300 1,500 "
Arappahoes ; Loo 1,600 "

Total : 36,950.

You will perceive by the above stat¢ment hat since New Mexico has become
a Territory of the United;Statesfggar 0,000 Indians will fall under the
immediate superintendence of the-¥, S, Government, and it becomes a sub-
ject of serious import how the numerous and savage tribes are to be con-
trolled and managed. And as It becomes my duty by virtue of my office to
lay before you all the information I possess in regard to these tribes of
Indians, I will also venture to make a few suggestions for your considera-
tion. -
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[EV*H‘ﬁJVW;] [Charles Bent]
Hon'ble Medill SRP00004

Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
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