
T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  A R I Z O N A  
T U C S O N ,  A R I Z O N A  85721 

LABORATORY OF TREE-RING RESEARCH 
BUILDING # 5 Y  

9 August 1978 

M r .  Dabney Ford 
Cu l tu ra l  Resource Management Program 
New Mexico S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y  
4601 Col lege Blvd. 
Farmington, New Mexico 87401 

Dear M r .  Ford: 

I am enc los ing  two cop ies  o f  the  r e s u l t s  o f  ou r  a n a l y s i s  o f  
t r e e - r i n g  m a t e r i a l  from SJC-186. The numbers may shock you, b u t  
l e t  me e x p l a i n  what I t h i n k  i s  go ing  on. F i r s t ,  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  
a l l  t h ree  dated pieces a r e  p a r t ,  p o s s i b l y  l imbs, o f  a  s i n g l e ,  
o r i g i n a l  t ree .  Un fo r tuna te l y ,  t h i s  i s  impossib le t o  prove because 
o f  the na tu re  o f  j u n i p e r  growth. Second, none o f  the sample3 i n -  
c lud ing  the one w i t h  the l a t e s t  date, have any sapwood l e f t .  
This  means s imply t h a t  the  sapwood has been eroded and t h e  death 
date o f  the t r e e  i s  some years l a t e r  than the l a t e s t  da te .  How 
many years i s  hard, again, t o  prove. I t  i s  no t  unusual f o r  a  j u n i p e r  
t o  have 100 t o  150 sapwood r i n g s .  Thus I am going t o  guess t h a t  
the t r e e  d i e d  about A.D. 1400. Since i t  was then over  500 years  o l d ,  
I f u r t h e r  guess t h a t  t he  t r e e  d i e d  a  n a t u r a l  death and was l a t e r  
incorpora ted  i n  the  hogan. When I c a n ' t  say. 

The a l t e r n a t i v e  exp lanat ions  a r e  t h a t  your  s i t e  i s  a c t u a l l y  
as e a r l y  as ca. 1400, which I d o n ' t  be l i eve ,  o r  t h a t  we a r e  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  wood reused from an Anasazi contex t ,  which a l s o  seems a b l t  
fa r - fe tched.  

Whatever the case, we have a  r e a l  paradox. I suppose the  beam 
ends a r e  too  weathered t o  t e l l  i f a s t e e l  axe was used. Th i s  would 
he lp  support  my p o s i t i o n  s ince  stone axes are s u i t a b l e  o n l y  f o r  green 
wood and a l s o  the s t e e l  would i n d i c a t e ' c l e a r l y  post-Spanish t ime.  

Please l e t  me know i f  I can confuse you f u r t h e r .  We d i d  n o t  
f i nd ,  by the way, the p iece o f  pinyon. Every th ing  was j u n i p e r .  

Our i nvo i ce  w i l l  be sent  separa te ly .  

- 
W i l l i a m  J. Robinson 
Professor 

c n c  . 


