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EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS
3 

The symbols used with the inside date are: 

year - no pith ring present 

p - pith ring present 

fp — the curvature of the inside ring indicates that it is 

far from the pith 

- fp - pith ring present, but due to the difficult nature of 

the ring series near the center of the specimen, an 

_ exact date cannot be assigned to it. The date is 

obtained by counting back from the earliest dated ring. 
_

_ 

,
i 

f - the innermost ring is not the pith ring and an absolute
; 

date cannot be assigned to it. A ring count is involved. ; 

The symbols used with the outside date are: · 

B - bark present ‘

; 

G — beetle galleries are present on the surface of the speci·
p 

men 

L • a characteristic surface patination and smoothness, which E 

develops just under the bark, is present 

c - the outermost ring is continuous around the full circumfer·
Q 

ence of the specimen. This symbol is used only if a full
Q 

section is present 

r · less than a full section is present, but the outermost i 

ring is continuous around available circumference 

V — a subjective judgement that, although there is no direct 
evidence of the true outside on the specimen, the date is 
within a very few years of being a cutting date 

vv - there is no way of estimating how far the last ring is
· 

from the true outside 

+ -_the nature of the dating is such that one or more rings may 
- be missing near the end of the ring series whose presence 
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or absence cannot be determined because the specimen does 
not contain enough additional rings to provide an adequate 
check 

++ - a ring count was necessary due to the fact that beyond a 

certain point the specimen could not be dated. 

The symbols B, G, L, c, and r indicate cutting dates in order of 
decreasing confidence, unless a + or ++ is also present. 

The symbols L, G, and B may be used in any combination with each 
other or with the other symbols except v and vv. The r and c symbols 
are mutually exclusive, but may be used with L, G, B, + and ++. The v 
and vv are also mutually exclusive and may be used only with the + and 
++. The + and ++ are mutually exclusive but may be used in combination 
with all the other symbols. 
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Figure 1. Location of Sites in Arizona
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Figure 2. Sequence of Chronological Components in Arizona K. Horizontal lines 
indicate total range of outside dates; heavy vertical bars indicate 
substantial clusters of dates in relation to total range and number 
of dates. 
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