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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 

V\' .·ut Dm·.ut‘r1mN"1‘, December 1, 1859. 

Sm: The authorized strength of the army is 18,165 men, all told. 
On the lst of July, the date of the last complete returns, the actual 
number reached 17,498. Of this number there are not more than 
about 11,000 men available fbr active service in the field. This little 
ibrce has been engaged, with its usual activity and etliciency, since 
the date of my last report, in the discharge of its arduous and multi- 
farious duties, being required to man about 130 permanent garrisons, 
posts, and camps, scattered over an area of three millions of square 
miles. Under these ci cumstances it has been obviously impossible 
to give that ample and perfect protection tc our whole frontier which 
our citizens have a right to expect, and which it is the duty of govern- 
ment to afford. India.1 deprcdations have been committed on our 
southern and Mexican border, which as yet have been unchastiscd for 
the want of men. I hope to make such an alteration in the disposi- 
tion of the troops next season as will prevent any repetition of these 
outrages in future on that frontier.

i 

It has been truly said that to call ours a peace establishment is a 
mere abuse of terms. All the incidents pertaining to an active war 
establishment characterize our service throughout the year, excepting 
only the casualties upon the battle field; and these, in our service, 
are far from being few or insignificant. The sudden calls to which · 

our troops are constantly liable, the length of marches to be made, 
the amount of real and severe fatigue, privation, and hardship to be 
endured by them, are not exceeded in any service, nor at all equalled 
on any peace establishment whatever. The cheerfixlncss, alacrity, and 
efficiency with which they have performed their duties entitle them to 
the commendation of the country. The positions held by our troops 
at the date of my last re ort are, in the main, those they still occupy, 
being the best to secure tlhe ieace of our Territories and to give pro- 
tection to our frontiers and the overland routes to the Pacific. The 
papers communicated with this re crt will show, somewhat in detail, 
the movements of the troops and tlie results of them. 
The war which last year was going on with the Comanches and 

Kiowas is still unfinished; but the theater of it is extended from the 
western part of our Texan boundary to the region lying towards the 
headwaters of the Arkansas and Canadian rivers.- Proper measures 
have been taken to subdue those tribes, and to give perfect protection 
to the routes from Missouri and Arkansas to New Mexico. 

In connection with the sulject of frontier defense, I venture to sub- 
mit a plan which, if approved by Congress, will, I am confident, be 
productive of great ultimate good to the country and an essential 
saving to the treasury. It is to allow by law the enlistment of men 
for the mounted corps, whose term of service shall continue for the
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List of papers accompanying the report rf the Secretary rf War. 

€ 
I. Colonel Lee’ s report on aB`ai.rs at Harpefs Ferry. 

II. Diiiienlties at San Juan island. 
i 

HI. Military afaire in the department of Oregon. 
IV. Aihirs in the department of Utah. 

» V. Affairs in the department of New Mexico. 
VI. Aifairs in the department of Texas. 
VII. Affairs in the department of California. 
VIII. Camels. 
IX. Lieutenant Anderson’s report of a march from Fort Laramie 

to Fort Randall. 
X. General Twiggs to General Gibson, relative to the increase of 

the sugar and cofee ration. 
XI. Lieutenant Morton’s Memoir on American Furtifintion. 
XII. Report from the O$ee of Explorations and Surveys. 
XIII. Reports on the Capitol extension, the new dome, and the Pont 

OiIice extension. 
IV. Report of the Adjutant General. 
XV. Report of the Quartermaster General. 
XVI. Report of the Commissary General. 
XVII. Report of the Paymaster General. 

XVIII. Report of the Surgeon General. 
XIX. Report of the Chief 
XX. Report of the Chief of Topographical 
XXI. Report of the Chief of Ordnance. 

I. 

DISTURBAKCES AT H.·\B..PER’S FERRY. 

ilbfonel Zee to tie Acéiuozvnt Generd. 

Hmnutimnms Harris': PE21, 
Ocinkr IQ, 1859. 

Cowxm: Ihare the honor to report, for the inimrmtinn of the 
SeeretaryofWar.thatonarriving hereonthenigktofthelTtlt 
instant. in obedience to Special Orders Ko. 194 of that date from your 
otlice, I learn that a partyofinsmgents, about ll p. nn. on &eI6th,hd 
seized the watchman stationed at the armory, arsenal, @2 Emory, and 
bridge aerossthe Potounngandtaken

` 

xoftlnrepoimts. Thy 
thendispstchedsixme¤,undero¤eot'|‘,ea!kd€§¤i1A¤o• 
(`.Steven¤,to•rreettheprimip•Iciti¤ensintbeneighb¤rhool•nd 
incite-theneirLtI;estojoin inthemsurrection. Theprty took Colonel 
L. W. `Was ` 

bisbedabo¤tl}a.n.ornth¢l7th,a•d 
brought him, with bur of his servants, to this place. J. H. 

.3a.m.,a arusplacedint ha¤& t • thi 
return here. John B. Cooke, one of the party sent to W¤h@t:•’•,
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V. 

AFFAIRS IN DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO. 

No. 1. Colonel Bonneville to the general-in-chief`, October 23, 1858. 
No. 2. Same to same, November 7, 1858, inclosing reports of Colonel 

Miles, October 17 ; October 23, with inclosures from Cap- 
tain Hatch, Captain Brooks, Captain MeLane, and Lieuten- 
ant Howland; and letter to Colonel Miles, November 5. 

No. 3. Adjutant general to Colonel Bonneville, February 23, 1859. 
No. 4. Colonel Bonneville to the general-in-chief, November 14, 1858. 
No. 5. Same to same, November 24, 1858. 
No. 6. Same to same, November 28, 1858, inclosing letter of Mr. Col- 

lins, November 22. 
No. 7. Same to same, December 4, 1858, inclosing letter from Mr. 

Collins, November 30. 
No. 8. Same to same, December 12, 1858. 
No. 9. General Orders N0. 11, department of New Mexico, December 

25, 1858. . 

No. 10. Colonel Bonneville to the general-in-chief`, January 5, 1859, 
inclosing report of Captain McLane, September 2. 

No. 11. Same to same, January 8, 1859. 
No. 12. Same to same, January 23, 1859, inclosing letters of Major 

Backus, Noven1ber 19, 1858, with inclosures from Captain 
Duncan and Lieutenant Cogswell; and January 1, 1859. 

No. 13. Same to same, February 27, 1859, inelosing letter irom 
Lieutenant Lazelle, February 18. 

No. 14. Same to same, March 5, 1859, inclosing report of Lieutenant 
Lord, February 17. 

No. 15. Same to same, March 31, 1859. 
No. 16. Same to same, April 30, 1859, inclosing letters to Major Shep- 

herd, February 1, and commanding oilieer at Fort Defiance, 
April 20. . 

No, 17. Same to same, July 10, 1859, inelosing letters of Captain 
Sykes, June 6, and Lieutenant Holt, July 2. 

No. 18. Same to same, July 15, 1859. 
No. 19. Same to same, July 17, 1859. 
No. 20. Same to same, August 6, 1859. 
No, 21. Same to same, same date. 
No. 22. Same to same, August 14, 1859, inclosing letters from Major 

g 

Simonson, August 8, and to same, August 12. 
No. 23. Same to same, August 31, 1859, inclosing letters of Lieutenant 

Lazelle, July 15; Captain \Valker, August 3; Colonel 
Reeve, August 3, with 1nclosurei` ro1n Captain Ewell; Major 
Shepherd, August 7; Captain Claiborne, August 9; Lieu- 
tenant Steen, August 10; and Captain Schroeder, Au- 
gust 19. 

No. 24. Same to same, September 25, inclosing letters to Major Simon- 
son, August 7, August 12, August 14, and September 7. 

uuosomz
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No. 25. Same to same, October 2, 1859, inclosing letters to Major Si- 
A monson, September 10; from the same, September 23; from 

same, with inclosure from Captain Walker, September 20 ; 

and to Major Shepherd, October 2. 
No. 26. Same to same, October 10, inclosing letter of Major Simonson, 

‘ 

September 28, with inelosurcs from Captain Walker, Sep- 

, 

tember 20, and Major Shepherd, September 25.

I 

g 
1. Colonel Bonneville to the General-in-chic/Z

i 

Hssoevlnrsas Dsranrussr or Nsw Msxroo, 
Santa. Fé, N. M., October 23, 1858. 

COLONsL: I have the honor to report, for the infbrmation of the lieu- 
tenant gencral commanding of the army, that since my last communi- 
cation, of the 17th instant, Major Backus’ column has taken the field, 

g 
and the Navajo war may be said fairly to have commenced. There has 

{ not been any engagement of importance. The Indians continue trouble- 
some, having captured some stock, and in a night attack wounded 
Lieutenant Averell, regiment of mounted rifles, in the leg. The last 
information received from Colonel Miles was to the effect that Major 

Q Brooks was to take the field with a detachment. No report has been 
received from him, but rumor says that he has been successful. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 

Colonel 3d infantry, commanding. 
Lieutenant Colonel L. Tnoiuas, 

. 
Assistant Adjutant General, 

Ilcadqnarlers of the Army, New York city. 

Nora.-——Colonel Bonneville’s communication of October 17, 1858, 

j 
above referred to, was transmitted to Congress with the last annual 

, 

? report of the Secretary of War. See page 323, House document No. 

§ 2, 2d session 35th Congress. _ 

j 
2. Colonel Bonneville to the General-in—chiq/I . 

-

i 

1{s.u>qu.mrsns Dnmnrussr or New Msxxco, 
Santa FE, N. M, November 7, 1858. 

i COLONsL: In continuation of my communication of the 23d of Octo- 
ber, I have the honor to inclosc, for the consideration of the general- 

¤ in-chief, the following copies of reports received from Colonel Miles 
. and his subordinates on the Navajo expedition, showing operations in 

that country up to date, viz: 

(A.) Report of Lieutenant Colonel Miles, 3d infantry. 

, 
(B.) Report of Brevet Major Brooks, 3d infantry.

’ 

l Vol. ii-· »—17 · 
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(C.) Report of Captain McLean, R. M. R. 
(D. Supplementary report of Captain Hatch, R. M. R. 
(E.; Report uf Lieutenant Howland, R. M. R. 
(F.) Copy of my instructions to Lieutenant Colonel Miles on the 

above reports.
g 

Major Backus’ column is in the field since the 24th ultimo, but has 
not been heard from. 
A large party of emigrants, who had taken Beale’s route to Califor- 

nia, were totally defeated, with the loss of all their stock. provisions, 
&c., by the Mohave Indians, at the crossing of the Colorado river, 
and must have starved had they not fortunately, on their return, met 
another party traveling about eight miles behind them. In a short 
time all were reduced to the most destitute and deplorable condition, 
having nothing to eat but the few work-oxen left, and hundreds of 
rniles away from the settlements or assistance. They succeeded in 
informing Major Backus, then in command of the Albuquerque, of 
their situation, and he sent out a supply of commissary stores sufiicient 
to bring them into the settlements. In consideration of their perfect 
helplesrncss—being amongst a people not able to appreciate their con- 
ditnon, and speaking a different language-—I found it indispensably 
necessary to give them additional assistance, there being a large num- 
ber of women and children left perfectly destitute. r 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 

~ Colonel 3d infantry, commanding. 
Lieutenant Colonel L. Tnonss, 

A. A. G., Headquarters of the Army, New York cify.. 

· Hasnquanreas N Avmo Exrsnrrron, 
· Fort Defiance, N. AL, October 17, l 858. 

Sra: This morning, at 7 a m., the post herd, with " I" company 
horses, passed out through Canon Bonita, as usual, under a guard of 
fifteen mounted rifles and ten infantry, when it was suddenly attacked 
by about 300 mounted Navajos, concealed in ambush. The riflemen 
performed their duty admirably, and resisted with energy, under.its 
commander, Sergeant Bernard W. Clark. of " I" company mounted 
rifles, all and more than could be expected. His conduct was ras well 
conceived as honorabl and bravely executed, and deserves my warm- 
est thanks. He saved; except three, all his company horses and a part 
of the quartermaster’s herds, all the sheep and cattle, but lost about 
62 mules. He was admirably sustained by his men and the Zuni 
Indians encamped near the camp of conflict. As soon as possible, 

Captain McLane, with about 12 men, were in the saddle, su ported 
wit promptness by Captain Lindsay, with his company " Il," and 
Lieutenant Howland, with company " C" mounted riflemen, First 
Lieutenant G. L. Willard, in command of " K " company 8th infantry, 
and Lieutenant Hildt, in command of " C" com any 3d infantry; 
but before the infantry got through the Canon de Iionita, which was 

uuoeoms
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led by Lieutenant Lane, in command of "F" company mounted 
rifles, on fbot, the mounted fbrce passed them and scoured the country 

Q 
fbr miles around, until the trail was so diminished by scattering it 

g 
could not be followed. 
In this sharp contlict private Michael Marrion, of "I" company 

Q 
mounted rifles, was killed; private Thomas Keating, of the same 
company, mortally wounded; private John G. Housanan severely 
wounded, and also private Felix C`Rourke dangerously wounded; and 
private Brown and Richard Hill, of the same company, slightly 
wounded. 
A particular mention of the gallantry of private Alexander VV. 

Brown, of " I" company mounted rifles, deserves notiw. When 
private Marion was shot, two or three Indians endeavored to throw 
him on a horse. Brown rushed up, shot one dead, wounded another 
badly, drove off the party, picked up and secured the body of Marion, 
and triumphantly rode off the field to the post with him, under a 

, 

cloud of arrows, His conduct and Sergeant Clark’s I respectfully 
call to the attention of the commander of the department, an request 

they may receive his highest testin1onial of approval. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. S. MILES, 
Lieut. Col. 3d infantry, com’ g Navajo eapedition. 

Lieutenant J. D. NVILKINS, 
A. A. A. G., 1)epo.rfmcnt of New Jllarioo, Santa Fé. 

HEADQUARTERS NAVAJ0 Ex1>Rnrr1oN, 
Fort Dcjance, N. AL, October 23, 1858. 

SIR: I have the honor to report the result of a five days’ scout westr 
ward, passing Puebla Colorado, and examining the valleys beyond in 
a southwest direction. My reconnoissance of this section of country 
has been satisfactory, in making me acquainted with the favorite 

R haunts of the enemy, the easiest and best route to Calavasha Sierra 
and Misa, where he grazes his stock, and for future operations, besides 
doing the enemy considerable injury and run him to the north out of 
these valleys, where it is probable Major Backus with his column, or 
1ny command, which will be put in motion in a few days_ in the direc- 
tion of Tuni-Chey, may further chastise him. 

I marched from this post on the 18th instant with "F," "I," and 
"H" companies of mounted rifles. 127 rank and file; "C" company 

i 3d infantry and ·‘K" company 8th infantry, 116 rank and file; 20 
i Mexican guides and spies, and 160 volunteer Zunians, who prefered 
l 

their services fbr a small part of the ration (meat) and what they 

{ 

could capture. I took eight days’ rations, all that I could with the 
few mules fit fbr service at the post. 
My first day’s march was west to the water hole on the Choquin 

y 

road, 13§ miles. At 12 o`clock at night I sent the Zunians to Puebla 
5 

Colorado to attack and destroy all they could find. Early on the 19th X 

I 

I marched; when about half-way, Lieutenant Hildt found the dead

i 

uuoeoree
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body of the soldier belonging to "C" company mounted rifles, (previ- 
ously reported.) Captain McLean, on the rear guard, interred him. 
At 8 o’clock I reached Puebla Colorado, where I found the Zunians 
encamped. They informed me, when about halfiway, they were dis- 
covere by two Navajos, who fled ; that they reached their present 
encampment after sunrise ; saw no India|ns or recent signs of them or 
their herds. I went into camp. 
About 12 o’clock m. the Zunians proposed to leave on a scout to the 

southwest, nor would they listen to any argument or remonstrance to 
remain and march at night. When ready they demanded of me two 
companies to accompany them; this I refused, as I wanted all of my 
command to attack Mannellitafs stronghold on the next morning. The 
Zunians left in anger, and I was glad to get rid of them, for I soon dis- 
covered I could make no use of them, acting with my troops, as they 
would obey no orders, kept up night and by day by large fires, which 
could be seen fbr many miles around. 
Soon after dawn on the 20th I marched west; when about five miles 

out, I was met by four or five Zunians, who informed me they had 
captured one hundred head of horses. I turned southwest to Manuel- 
lita’s village, and soon came up to the encanipment of the Zunians. 
having large fires and a smoke that could be seen for thirty miles. I 

continued the march for a few miles further, and encamped by the 
principal corn-fields, in a beautiful valley, with sufficiency of water 
and very good grass. The Zunians soon came up. As a fiirther trial 
of their usefulness, I proposed to them that I would send my three 
mounted companies in different directions if they would furnish forty 
warriors to accompany them. This they acceded to, and I accordingly

‘ 

ordered Captain Lindsay with his company "H," Captain Lucas, and 
five Mexicans, to march south and then turn west, if he found no fresh 
trails to follow; and if he did not unite with Captain McLane, who 
marched west with "I" company and five Mexicans, to return to the 
camp. My adjutaut, Lieutenant Lane, in command of "F " company 
mounted rifles and five Mexicans, marched north, to turn west, if he 
found no trails, and unite with Captain McLaue or return to camp. 

Captain Lindsay, after marching south for twelve miles, came to a 
field of corn standing, but found no water; he then coursed west until 
he struck the valley of the encampment; he met with large trails 
of horses and sheep, but not recent; saw no Indians; marched, he 
supposes, thirty-five miles, and arrived at camp about til p. m. 
Lieutenant Lane, after marchin north for ten miles, came to a bluff 
overlooking the valley where grivate Sweeney was wounded, (this 

connects our scout with the route of that from Canon de Chelly;) 
found in the rocks a large pool of water; turned west, then south, and 
then east to the encampment without seeing an Indian or any flocks, 
although there was recent signs of both. He captured a colt; marched, 
he supposes, thirty miles, and arrived soon after Captain Lindsay. 

Captain McLaue marched west and northwest, as he made a daring', 

hazardous exploration with his few reliable force, and met the enemy. 
I directed him to make a report of his operations, which is herewith 
inclosed. 

Captain McLaue did not return until the afternoon of the 21st; his
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men and horses were wearied and too tired to move camp, although l A 

. was desirous of doing so, as all the grass and fodder had been used. 
u On the morning of the 22d I marched early, intending to make a » 

f 
stretch northward towards Canon de Chelly, but the Zunians refused 
to let me have a guide, and intimated that they intended to o home. · 

I marched on n1y back trail until I met the valley I intended taking, 
3 

when it blew up so cold and cloudy, indicating a snow storm, that I 

§ 
was apprehensive if I could not have the sun to guide me, as I had no 
guide, I might get lost, and if caught in a snow storm would destroy 

j 
my horses and mules. These considerations determined me to return 
to the fort immediately, as I could not possibly do anything more with 
three days’ rations, and then two days’ ood marches from it. I

, 

accordingly changed my course east, arrived and passed Puebla Colo- · 

rado, and got to the13-mile water hole at 12 m. The clouds thickened 
and it commenced snowing; the men seemed desirous of marching on 
to keep warm, and I was apprehensive if I did not do so the mules and

; 

horses would perish. The order was given, and by — o’clock p. m. 
tl1e command arrived at this post, having marched near thirty-five 

L

l 

miles on this day. 
Captain Lindsay and Lieutenant Lane both report the Zunians as 

unreliable auxilliaries, and could not be depended on in battle. I left

I 
them at the encampment I marched from. 
The horses captured were unbroken and useless for any government 

service. I left them and the cows and calves in possession ofthe Zuni-
Q 

{ 

ans, as encouragement fbr further service (but not with me) and as 
remuneration for their services. 

l 

The result of the scout has been the capturing of one hundred horses, 

I 

five head of cattle, the burning of Maunellita’s many wigwams or half 
, 

cabins, the killing of one Navajo, and the wounding of one. Our loss 
§ 

has been the wounding of two Zuni Indians—one severely, the other 
slightly. ~

`

, 

{ 

Permit me, before closing, to recommend to the favorable notice of 
z the commander of the department the officers and soldiers of my com- 
i mand, for their untiring and indefatigable exertions, their great hard- 

ship in very inclement weather, and their almost unexampled march, 
performed with a zeal and the will of cheerfulness. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. S. MILES. 

Lieut. Col. 3d infantry, cmn’g Navajo ,lLb·pedition. 

Lieutenant J. D. VVru<1Ns,
` 

i 
Acting Asst. Adil. Gen., Department of New rllmxico. 

· Fear Dsrusca, N. M., 
. 

· October 15, 1858. 

Sm: My report of September 25 was written on the evening of my 
return to this post, after a march of fifty miles. lt was hurriedly 
written, that it might accompany the papers forwarded the succeeding 
morning to the department headquarters, and accidental omissions
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have caused misapprehensions at these headquarters with regard to 
my manner of conducting the expedition. 

I beg leave therefore to submit the following supplementary report, 
and request that it may be tiled with that of the 25th ultimo.

, 

I was ordered to proceed with my command to Lag-una Negra.; after
g 

breaking up the ranches there, I was authorized to select such points 
in that vicinity for further operations as I might deem proper. 

In order that a surprise might be eiiected, and a combined attack
y 

be made by both foot and mounted men, the march was made in the 
night. I arrived at Laguna Negra at daybreak, but found the ranches 
deserted, and evidence that the Indians and stock had left some days 
before. This I neglected to state in my report, and it has led to the 
belief' at the department headquarters that the ranches I attacked were 
those at the I na designated in the order. 

Finding ndliiing could be done there, I was free to select my point 
of attack, and to make such disposition of my troops as the change of 
circumstances rendered necessary. 
One of my guides, a Zuni Indian, informed me that he could take 

me where there were Navajos, and pointed out to me the direction. 
The country was entirely without timber, slightly rolling, with a 
gradual ascent for about {ive miles. From the highest point the whole 
trail was distinctly visible to the laguna, where I then was, and when 
I afterwards reached the point I found the country still open for about 
{ive miles in advance. 

It became my duty immediately to decide which course to pursue, 
either to march with the whole of my command, exposing it to the 
view of any straggling Indians for from three to four hours, and thus 
allow the Indians time to make their escape, or to push rapidly for- 
ward with my cavalry and surprise them before they sent their stock 
out to graze. 
How could It hesitate? By dividing my command and making a 

rapid dash upon them I did them much harm, although it is true I 

was not able to follow up the advantage gained, but had I not divided 
my command they would in all probability have entirely escaped mc. 

I will here add that, had the whole of my command been with me, 
I would not have considered it prudent, with so small a tbrce, to enter 
the mountain deiile into which the enemy retreated. I consider that 
I was sent with a small force to harass and annoy the enemy, not tu 
carry on a campaign.

` 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Your obedient servant, 

J NO. P. HATCH, 
Brcvet Captain U. S. A., lst Lieut. lt. M. It. 

Lieut. W. B. Lass, 
Aeyutant Navajo Expedeitioue. 

Fosr Dsrrmes, N. M., October 17, 1858. 
Sm: I have respectfully to report, that in accordance with Orders 

No. 15, headquarters Navajo expedition, and special instructions ot'
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the 4th instant, I proceeded on that day with company G, 3d infantry, 
Lieutenant Walker; K, 8th infantry, Lieutenant \Villard; A, R. M. R., 
Captain Elliott; and C, R. M. R., Lieutenant Howland; and Don Blas

y 

, 

Lucero, with a number of guides and spies, to escort one public and 
; several citizens’ trains and the captured sheep in the direction of Albu- 

; 
querque. Five miles from the garrison I met Lieutenant Hildt with — 

, company C, 3d infantry, that I turned back with me. Cn the 4th day 
out I metpthe two trains from Albuquerque, under escort of Lieutenant 

Q 
Shipley, with company E, 3d infantry. Here I sent Lieutenant How- 
land back to the post with his own and Lieutenant Hildt’s companies 
with these trains, taking Lieutenant Shipley on with me. On arriving . 

at or near the Cotton Wood, I sent the trains on with Captain Elliott
i 

to the head of the Gallo, having with him and Lieutenant Shipley and 
company, and his own company, and the guides and spies. With the 
two companies of infantry I went to the head spring of the Gallo, 
there to await Captain Elliott. From this point the scout began. 
Captain Elliott joined me on the 9th, with Don Blas Lucero and six-

Q` 

teen guides and spies, and I proceeded on the trail leading to Zuni.
§ 

This trail bearing too much to the south, on the 10th I took a more 
' 

direct route for the valley south of Bacon Spring. About 12 o’clock
“ 

I 

we reached some water holes, around which were signs of Indian stock
l 

having grazed lately. I sent Don Blas to look at the country for a mile
{ 

l or two in front; he soon returned, not deeming it safe to go any fur- l 

l ther, as the signs increased very much. The whole command was then l 

§ 
started, and after marching about one-half mile two Indians passed in

l 

front of us from our right- to the left. Soon thereafter Indians began 
to pass from left to right, in parties of from four and five or more, until 
one hundred, according to our estimate, passed over and stopped, well 

, mounted and with all the appearance of a war party. After thus dis-
g 

g 
playing their numbers in part, one of their number came forward with

Q 

a white flag, indicating a desire for a parley. After making a disposi— 5 

i tion of the command, deploying Lieutenant Willard’s company to the 
left to cover that flank, Captain Elliott`s company dismounting and 
deploying in the center, and Lieutenant Walker’s company sent to the 
right ready fbr deployment, I went forward with Captain Lucero to

, 

* answer the flag. An Indian that spoke Spanish accompanied the flag- 
— bearer and asked: What are you doing in our country? Go back, we

t 

d’ont want to fight; we are on cur route to join Sandoval’s party. I
§ 

Q 
asked where the murderer was in Chuser. I told them I had nothing

j more to say to them. When they retired, I directed a fire to be com-
, 

menced at once, which was done by Captain Elliott’s and Lieutenant 
§ 

Willard’s companies, and by Lieutenant Walker as soon as deployed. 
§ 

Great confusion was produced in their midst, a number of horses ran 
off riderless, and the Indians dispersed as rapidly as possible; when

` 

we discovered that their number were greater than at first suppgsed, 
‘ 

quite a number showing themselves to our right and front not fore 

observed. The pursuit was continued for near a mile, as long as any 
_ 

were visible. On retraein our steps for a company ground, Lieutenant 
‘ 

Willard was detached to the right (now left) and Lieutenant Walker 
e to the left, (now right,) each with ten men, to drive oif a few Indians 

that were hovering around us; considerable skirmishing was done by 

I I 

uuoeo|o
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these detachments, each knocking an Indian off his horse. On getting 
into camp some half dozen or more Indians assembled on a height out

3 

of shot and remained there until nightfall, occasionally firing a gun in l 

our direction; after this nothing more was seen o1· heard of them.
` On our side there are no casualties to report, and it is difficult to 

determine the loss of the enemy; they left two horses on the ground, 
dead or badly wounded. As many as seven Indians were seen knocked l 

off their horses, and then taken off by their companions. Don Blas
` Lucero, who was an inactive spectator ofthe action, estimates their loss
i 

at not less than twentyfve killed or badly wound-ed. He formed this
; 

opinion after an examination of the ground where much blood was
V 

found, and because they made no attempt to molest us. 
On the Ilth I proceeded through the valley lying south of Bacon 

Spring to the Albuquerque road, and after six days` marching, going 
through the valley of Chusea and around by Laguna Negra, I arrived 
at the post. In the valley southeast of Bacon Spring there were trails 
of much stock, sheep and horses, going to the northeast, across the

, 

Albuquerque road, in the direction of a place called by the Mexicans 
Agua Chicita. In the valley approaching Laguna Negra, Blas Lucero 
chased an Indian on horseback for several miles, severely wounding, · 

but not capturing him. On leaving Laguna Neg: a, a few shots were 
fired towards the connnand, but not reaching it, from a height. 
Nothing else of importance occurred. 

It gives me pleasure to bear testimony to the good conduct of the 
whole command; but especially to the admirable manner in which each 
of the company commanders brought their companies into action. 

I cannot close this report without expressing the regret felt by every · 

omcer of the command that we were entirely without. an efficient guide 
for the country passed over. One or two of the Mexicans knew some 
trails, but of these they were useless. Had we been possessed of a

_ 

good knowledge of the country, I have no doubt we could have tbllowed · 

the Indians up with great success. 
Very respectfully,

, 

VV. S. H. BROOKS,
y 

Captain 3d infantry and brevet major, conznmnding.
i Lieutenant W. B. LANE,

, 

Adjutant Navajo Expedition. 

Resglectfully referred to the commander ofthe department, in the 
hope t at he will give to Major Brooks and his command a favorable 
notice. 

D. S. MILES, 
Lieut. Colonel 3d infantry, commanding Navajo Erpedition. 

Four Dsrrssciz, N. M., October 22, 1858. 
Sm: I have the honor to report for the information of the colonel 

commanding the Navajo expedition, that pursuant. to his verbal 
instructions I left his camp at 10 o’clock a. rp. on the morning of the 

nnosom
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20th instant with 35 mounted men of my company, 5 Mexicans of 
· ('aptain Blas Lucero` s company of spies and guides, and 40 Zuni ludi- 

ans. After a march of two hours, we discovered many f` resh trails 

leading to the south; following these trails hriskly for an hour and a 
half` 

, 
we overtook a mounted Indian driving five head of cattle, which I 

g 
captured; the Indian, however, made good his escape by taking to the 
hills, whichwerethickly covered with trees. At this point of- my march, 
we came on a trail ofa large herd of sheep, from appearances I judged, 
as I afterwards found to be the case, only some five or six hours ahead 
of me. I immediately determined to pursue them. After a very rapid 
and severe gallop of seven hours, we overtook about 150 goats, which 
proved to be the rear of the flock that we were following; they had 
just reached the top of the Calavaser mountains. It was then night, 

(H o’clock p. rn.), After a search of about an hour, we found some 
250 more sheep and goats. \Ve had succeeded in reaching the moun- 

Q 

tain top with great difliculty: of the 40 Indians and 5 Mexicans who 

{ 

left camp with me on the scout, only 8 Imtimes were able to keep up 
with me in the pursuit; the others with the five Mexicans gave out, 

; 

and enmunped some I0 or I2 miles from the mountains. My force was 
g 

so small, the unmistakable signs of many flocks having been driven over 
the trail which I was then on during the day, and of Indians being in 

5 n1y immediate vicinity——the character of the country around me being 
j 

such as to invite an attack, with a certainty of all the advantages 
being against me, and the little doubts I entertained but that the 
Indians would do so if I remained there long enough for them to col- 
lect, determined me upon retracing my steps without further delay, 
and_join that night those of my command who had failed to keep up 
with me in the pursuit of the herd. Accordingly, I commenced the 
movements for the descent of the mountain. Iihad hardly turned the 
head of my command for the purpose of descending the hill when a 
brisk fire was opened upon the Zuni Indians to my rear, who were 

. driving the sheep and goats we had captured; two Zuni Indians were 
wounded, and one of their horses killed during this fire. The Indians 
report to me that they killed one Navajo and wounded another. Im- 
mediately countermarching my company, on hearing the firing, and 
though seeing no Indians, I opened a fire to the rear, my right and 
left, which had the effect of frightening off the attacking party. The 
sheep, with the Zuni Indians, were then placed in front, and my com- 
pany commenced the descent, keeping up the fire to the rear, which 
enabled me to get my whole command down without further loss or 

injury to them. On reaching the foot of the hill though, I am grieved 
to say, that I found the Zuni Indians in a state of alarm not easily 
described; they had abandoned the sheep in passing through some 
woods which covered the lower part of the ridge they were descending, 
and nothing that I could do would induce them to return for them; 
while hesitating as to what I should do, the Navajos opened a fire 
upon my colunm from the point where the sheep were abandoned; 
although I deemed it imprudent to risk my men by themselves in a 
place where the chances were so greatly against them, I could not give 
up the few goats I had taken without making one eflort to recover 
them. Selecting Corporal Lonris, of my company, for this hazardous 

uuosom
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duty, I directed him, with seven men, to proceed to the point where I 

thought it most likely the sheep would he found. In.a few moments 
he returned, having been unable to find any traces of them. I then 
retraced my steps to where, after fourteen consecutive hours in the 
saddle with the men of my company, we found the Indians and Mexi- 
cans who had been unable to keep up with us, in camp, awaiting my 
return. 

As my men and animals had been without water (excepting that 
which the men had carried in their eanteens) ii·om the time we lett 
camp the day before, and there being none where we were, I made an

I 

early start on the morning of the 21st, and reached your camp at one 
o’clock p. m. During the twenty-seven hours I was absent, my men 
were twenty-one hours in the saddle, and I think must have marched 
between eighty and ninety miles. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. MeLANE, 

Captain R. M R. , e0mma.ndz° ng company I 
Lieutenant W. B. LANE, 

Aeyutant Navajo E.z·peditz` mz.
_ 

"Respectfully referred to the favorable notice of the commander of 
the department. Ca tain McLane, in abandoning the goats (useless to 
government) to save his command, meets my approval: 

"D. S. MILES, 
"Lieuf. C0]. 3d infantry, ecmmandiny 1Wz=vry°o E.rped-iI1` o1z." 

Cam- yr Four Dsruxca, N. M., 
" 

October 24, 1858. 

Sm: I have the honor to make the following report for the informa- 
tion of Colonel Miles, commanding Navajo expedition: 

Agreeable to orders received from the colonel commanding, I started 
from camp at this post yesterday at noon, with Captain Blas Lucero‘s 
company of guides and spies (40 men) and non-commissioned oflicers, 
and 20 men of company " C," regiment of mounted riflemen, marched 

r on the Zuni road to the first spring in the Auearillo. Haltcd an 
hour there, left the road, and went on to Colites mountain to a 
place where it was supposed therewas a small ranchero. Found it 
eserted, went a mile urther, and camped about 7 o’clock, p. m. .At 

4 o’clock next morning, raised camp, and kept a southwest direction; 
guides and spies leading when we were near to another spot where 
there were supposed to be Indians. The whole command was halted, 
and Blas Lucero and one of his uides went ahead, about 100 yards, 
and discovered the smoke of the Indian cam ». The whole command 
them moved rapidly up and captured 20 Indians, four men, the rest 

Q6) women and children. The surprise was arranged so well by Bias 
uoero that the Indians did not have time to use their arms 

; 
also mp- . 

tured 10 horses and 20 goats and sheep. The Indians were all turned 
over to the guard at this post this afternoon soon after my arrival here.
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Captain Blas Lucero` s party deserve much credit tbr the manner in 
which they perfbrmed their part. ])istanee marched about 50 miles. 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(o}E(). W. HOWLANI), 

_ 

lst Lieut. It. ill. It., confg company (Y. 
IAAXIC, 

i 

A¢y"t Nr wvqfo ]y'.1‘pctlz°!iun, Ibrt I le/lance, JV. JL 

I-respectfully refer this report to the favorable consideration of` the 

j 

commander of`the department, and recommend to his notice the zeal and 
daring gallantry of Lieutenant Howland and his small force. 
My report, accompanying this, will show the importance of` t|his 

capture, and which I confidently believe will lead to the peaceful con- 

, 
clusion of this war. 

’ D. S. MILES, 

} 

Lieut. Col. Sd inf., comd’g .Namjo .E;l‘])t3(l1·l’l• 07l. 

Q 

·····—*·**··*—···r···· ` 

IlEADQI'AR’l‘ERS Dm·Au’1‘mcN*r OF New Micxrco, 
Santa Fc, November 5, 1858. 

CoLON1;L: Your communications of the 14th, 17th, 23d, and 25th 
ultimo, inelosing reports of Major Brooks, Captain McLane, Captain 

I Hatch, and Lieutenant Howland, were duly received and submitted to 
the commanding ofhcer of the department, who directs me to inform 
you that, although the loss of 60 animals from the post is an occur- 
rence seriously to be regretted, yet he is gratified to commend the 
gallant resistance made by the guard; also the exertions made by the 

Z detachments under Major Brooks and Captain McLaue. The capture 
, 

of the twenty Indians, including the chief`, Terribio, by Lieutenant 
Howland, and his small command, merit his particular approval. 
He further desires me to state in reference to Brevet Captain Hatch, 

that it was not his intention to reflect upon that onicer’s conduct, but 
o 

merely to assert a military principle. Captain Hatch’s additional 
· report has been filed in this office, and a copy forwarded to the head- 

quarters of the army. · 

I am, colonel, very respectf`ully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN I). WILKINS, 

lst Lieut. 3d infantry, A'. A. A. G. 
g Lieut. Col. D. S. MILES, 

3d inf com’g Navcy`o Eayfn, Fort Defiance, N. M. 

3. The Aeljntant General to Colonel lfonvwvide. 

ADJUTANT GENr·:R.u.’s OFFICE, 
Washington, Ilebruaary 23, l859. 

Conoxsr.: The Secretary of` War a iproves the issues of` subsistence 
stores made by yourself` and Major lBackus to a party of` destitute 

unosom
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emigrants who had been defeated with the loss of their property by the 
Mohave Indians, at the crossing of the Colorado river, reported in 

your letter of November 7, 1858, to the assistant adjutant general, at 
the headquarters of the army. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectf'ully, your obedient servant, 
COOPER, 
Adjutant General. 

Col. B. L. E. Bosssvmns, i 

3d inf, com’g 1)ep’t New Mexico, Santa Fé, N. M 

4. Colonel Bonneville to the General-in—chiefi 

Hnsnormrrnns Dsmnrmssr or New Mexico, 
Santa Fé, NZ Ill, ̀ November 14, 1858. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report, for the information of the 
general-in-chief, that the columns of Colonel Miles and Major Backus L 

‘ formed a junction on the 2d instant at Tuni-chey. From that point, 
Colonel Miles, assing through Pass Washington of the Zuni moun-

g 

tains, would follow up their western base, whilst Major Backus would l 

take the eastern side; the columns, then uniting, would proceed west- 
wardly, passing north of the Canon de Chelly, towards the pueblas of 
Moquis. This movement, besides giving greater security to our north- 
western settlements, will force the Navajo tribe in one body to the 
west and south, enabling the troops to confine their operations to one 
direction, in lieu of all the points of the compass as heretofore. 

Colonel Miles has now with him in the Navajo country, including 
spies and guides, an aggregate of over

C 

one thousand men, beside the 
column now in reserve at Albuquerque and Las Lunas, a force sup- Q 

posed to be sufficient for all purposes. No doubt these Indians are l 

willing to make peace, but it is doubtful if it would be permanent, 
and for this reason it is thought better to continue operations until · 

they shall feel more sensibly the effect of their bad conduct.
C 

This war does not increase the expense of the department further
y 

-than the pay of the spies and guides. The corn is f` urnished to the 
public animals, cavalry, horses, &c., at the prices it can be purchased 
in the settlements, and trans orted in public teams.

l 

I am, colonel, very respectiiilly, your obedient servant,
l 

· B. L. E. BONNEVILLE,
l 

. 

` 
Colonel 3d infantry, commanding. { 

Lieut. Col. L. Tuouss, 
Assistant Adjutant General, 

Headquarters ofthe Army, New York city. r 

5. Colonel Bonneville to the General-in-chief 

Hsweuasrsss Damarussr or New Mexico, 
P Santa Fe, November 24, 1858. 

Genome.: The following co y of a letter addressed from these head- 
quartersto Lieutenant Co onel) Miles, 3d infantry, commanding Navajo 

uuosoms
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? expedition, is respectfully furnished {hr the information of the 
general-in·chief :§ 

i 

"Hs.a1>ouAsrsus Dsraarnasr or New Mexico, 
"Santa Fé, November 21, 1858. 

“COLONELZ Colonel Collins, superintendent of Indian affairs, has 
just called on me on the subject of the Navajo war. `We have agreed 
that should the Navajo Indians evince a sincere desire for peace, and 
agree to commit no more dcpredations on the settlements, receiving 
and following with earnestness such advice as may be given them from z 

time to time by the authorized officers and agents of the government, 
you are authorized, in connection with Mr. Yost, Indian agent, to 
have a deputation of fifteen or twenty chiefs escorted to Albuquerque 

8 

to meet Colonel Collins, superintendent of Indian affairs, and my self. 
"You are not, however, on any consideration, until further orders, 

to deem this sufficient cause for the cessation of hostilities, but on the 

j 

contrary you will continue to press most vigorously the campaign 
against them. 

` "I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

i 

i "B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 
i 

"Coloncl 3d infantry, commanding. 
"Lieut. Col. D. S. Mxmas, 3d infantry, 

" commanding Navajo Expedition, Fort De/iance, N. M." » 

i I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. L. E. BON NEVILLE, 

Colonel 3d inhzntry, commanding. 
A Lieut. Col. L. Tnoms, 

Assistant Adjutant General,
r 

—= Headquarters of the Army, New York city. 

0. Colonel Bonneville to the General-in-chief 

{ 

Hasnoi;:.xarsus 1)r:1·An*rm:Nr or New Msxrco, 
Santa Fé, N. M., Mzvember 28, 1858. 

C0i.oN1=:L: I have the honor to report, for the information of the lieu- 
tenant general commanding the army, that since my communication 

l of the 14th instant nothing of importance has transpired in the 

department. The troops in the Navajo country are on the ex edition 
spoken of in my last, but have not been heard from. 'I incibsc you 

f communications, marked "A" and "B," showing the progress of 
i affairs in regard to the war. 
i Rumor has also reached these headquarters that the Comanches 

still threaten to be troublesome on our eastern frontier. A party is
i 

out in that direction to ascertain their disposition. Lieutenant Lec, 
3d infantry, who has just crossed the plains, reports the Kioways and 
other Indians there to be on the most friendly terms. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 

Colonel 3d infantry, commanding. 
Lieut. Col. L. Tnoms,

I 

Ass’t Ac§’t Gen., New York city, N. Y.
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Ixuux SU1>1»:1uN*r1·:Nm:NcY, 
Shrzla Fé, New JIe.zrEco, Nbvcrubcr 22, 1858. Sm : Since writing my letter ofthe 20th instant, day betbre yesterday, I met Colonel Bonneville, and in a conversation with him we agreed that it would be improper should you meet the Navajo chiefs to say

y 

more than to agree to bring down to Albuquerque a dcputation of fifteen or twenty of their chiefs and principal men to meet Colonel Bonneville and myself at that point. It is not intended, should they
g 

agree to come down, that it shall suspend hostilities, unless they offer such terms as will be acceptable to the colonel and myself. Should they do this orders will be immediately sent out from Albuquerque for the cessation of hostilities. Colonel Bonneville has written to Colonel Miles to the same effect, and instructed him to furnish an escort to come down with you and the Indians. 
This arrangement is of course intended to supersede all intention on your part to meet the Indians, as proposed in your letter of the 6th instant, except so far as may be necessary to arrange with them to

, 

come to Albuquerque as proposed. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

1 

J. 1.. comms,
{ Seqoerintendcnt Indian Afairs, New Jlfex-ico. S. M. Yosr, Esq.,

{ 

Navajo Agent, Fort Defiance, New Mexico. 
Oiiicial copy for Colonel Bonneville, commanding department of New Mexico.

· 

J. L. COLLINS, 
Superintendent Lzdimz Ayizirs, New Mexico. SANTA Fs, November 24, 1858. e

l 

7. Colonel Bonneville to the General-z` n-c/city/Z 

Hnnnovnrmzns Dr:mn•rMnN·1· or Naw Mnxrco,
s 

Santa Fe, N MZ, December 4, 1858.
, Cowmcnz I have the honor to report for the information of the l 

` 

lieutenant general commanding the army, that an armistice for thirty days bas been granted the Navajo Indians by Colonel Miles on certain __ conditions, which were to form the basis of a treaty of peace with 
` 

them. Governor Rcncher, Colonel Collins, superintendent of Indian affairs, and myself, had a consultation on these conditions, and con- cluded that they did not exactly embody the wants of the Territory, and we accordingly drew up a paper in lieu of it, (copy inclosed marked 
A,? which has been forwarded to Colonel Miles as the basis of peace. Co onel Collins and myself have agreed to meet the Indians on the 25th instant at Fort Defiance. ~ 

I am very desirous to see peace with these Indians, but at the same time ·it should be of such a c iaracter as to give security on the frontier

!
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_ 
ad_joining them, and the lieutenant general may be assured I will do 
everything in my power to accomplish it. 
The Indians on the north and south are all quiet. At Anton Chico 

there appears to be some anxiety in regard to a mail party that left 
for Neos io, but I am in hopes it is without foundation. No report 

C 

has been received from the party sent by Colonel Loring tu the Cana- 
dian. Mr. Beale` s party left Fort Smith for Alberquerque on the 3lst 
of October. These two parties pass through the country east of Anton 

§ 
Chico, and must give me some positive inthrmation concerning that 
frontier. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 

Colonel 3d infantry, commmuling. 
Lieut. Colonel L. Tnoms, Assist. A¢§’t Gen. 

{ 

Headquarters of the Army, New York city.
l 

Sszmi F12, New Msxrco, 
November 30, 1858. 

j 

VVhile the armistice concluded at Fort Defiance with the Navajo 
i Indians is recognized and confirmed, yet the following terms are held 

to be indispensable in the conclusion of a definite peace with that 
tribe. 

lst. A longitudinal line shall be designated as the eastern limits of 
the Navajo tribe, beyond which they shall not be permitted to graze 
or plant, nor in any other manner occupy. The precise location of 
this line is reserved for the present, and until the meeting of the 

, United States agents or authorities with the Indians for a final adjust- 
ment; but it is not contemplated to fix it furtl1er west than the 
parallel of Fort Defiance. 

. 2d. Indemnification for dcpredations inflicted upon the property of 
. the citizens, settlers, or Pueblo Indians since the 15th day of August 
i 

last, shall be fiilly and amply made, either by the return of the prop- ~ 

erty stolen, or its equivalent in sheep, horses, or other property. 
3d. As a guarantee for the future good conduct of the Navajos, it 

is understood that the whole tribe are to be held responsible for any 
depredation perpetrated by any one of the tribe, and if prompt satis- 

r 

faction is not rendered for such dcpredations, then the authorities and 
i troops of the United States will proceed to make reprisals from the 

stock and flocks of the tribe at large as shall suffice to indemnify the 
sufferers. 

` 

4th. All prisoners, Mexican or Pueblo captives included, in posses- 
sion of the Navaios, who desire their release, are to be delivered up 
to the United States, for the purpose of being set at liberty or restored 
to their friends. On the other hand, Navajo prisoners in the hands 
of the United States will be returned to their tribe. 

_ 5th. It being represented by the N avajos tribe that the member of 
their nation who assassinated the negro boy of Major Brooks at Fort 
Defiance has fied beyond the limits and reach of the Navajo nation, 
so that his surrender is out of their power, therefbre the demand of
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his rendition heretofore made is waived, but it is to be fully under- 
stood and stipulated by the Navajos, that they are never hereafter to 
allow that member of their tribeto come or remain within their limits, 
or in any manner to extend to him their protection ; and if he shall be 
hereafter permitted to come or remain within their country or protec- 
tion, such permission or toleration is to be revarded as a breach of this 
adjustment, and an act of war against the Ui nited States. 

6th. It is not to be understood that in any degree the United States, . 

by these conditions, or any other it may exact, foregoes the right to l 

dispatch military expeditions through the Navajo country, or to 
establish new military posts or defenses, or Indian agencies, with 
farming, grazing, or other necessary grounds reserved for the use of 
the same. ~ 

7th. For the purpose of providing hereafter for the friendly adjust- 
ment of any question which may arise between the United States and 
the Navajos, it is urgently recommended that the tribe constitute 
some central authority or head chief, empowered to act for the tribe. 

8th. Sandoval and his people, in consideration of his and their past 
fidelity and good conduct, will be permitted to occupy the country they 
now occupy, notwithstanding the terms of the first of these articles, 
until otherwise provided in future, but in all other respects they are to 
be considered as part and parcel of the Navajo nation. 

Other stipulations than the above may be insisted upon, but are not 
at present contemplated ; and it is the determination of the commander 
of the department that none of the troops will be withdrawn from the 
Navajo country, until each and every one of the conditions of peace 
are fully complied with; and , even thereafter, to leave at Fort Defiance 
an ample force to inforce a strict compliance with all the terms of this 
settlement, and more particularly to capture or destroy all stock or 
flocks of the Navajos, and the crops found east of the boundary line 
indicated in the first article. 

J. L. COLLINS, 
Superintendent of Indian 4(fairs, New Mexico. 

B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 
Colonel 3d infantry, commanding. 

8. Colonel Bonneville to the General-in-chic;/I 

Hsanomurrnns Dsrnsmssr or Naw Msxrco, 
Santa Fé, New Mexico, December 12, 1858.

_ 

COLONsL: I have the honor to report, for the information of the
, 

lieutenant general- commanding the army, that I will proceed, on thc ‘ 

14th instant, to Fort Defiance, and hope to make a happy termination 
of the difliculty with the Navajos, bolonel Collins, superintendent 
of Indian affairs, will accompany me. I think. it probable I may be 
absent for a month.
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I have directed Lieutenant Vllilkins, acting assistant adjntant gene- 
‘ 

ral, to give you weekly advices of the state of the department. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 
Colonel 3d i rg/' antry, commanding department. 

Lieut. Col. L. Tnoxas, Assistant Adjutant General, 

, 
Headquarters of the Army, New York city.

l 

9. HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEw Msxico, 
Fort Ile/lance, December 25, I858. 

[General Orders, No. ll.] 

I. The colonel commanding the department announces with leasure 

to the troops that by an engagement this day entered into lletween 
Colonel James L. Collins, superintendent of Indian affairs, and certain 
chiefs and headmen of the Navajo nation, the war with the Navajos 

g 

is brought to a close. To Lieutenant Colonel D. S. Miles, 3d infantry, 
the commander of the expedition, are due the thanks of the department 
commander for his activity in prosecuting the war and his strenuous 

§ 
exertions in bringing it to a successful close. 

II. To the officers and troops, collectively, who have served in this 
mmpaign, much praise is due for the energy and perseverance exhibited 
by them, under trying and adverse circumstances. Major E. Backus, 
commanding the second column; Major T. H. Holmes, commanding 

· 8th infantry battalion 
; 
and Major C. F. Ruff, commanding mounted 

j 
rifles, have each rendered good service, and are entitled to my thanks. 

i III. On account of the scarcity of forage, the mounted troops will 
Q move in advance. Major Ruff, with Captain Elliott’s company "A," 

mounted rifles, and companies "K" and "B," 8th infantry, Lieuten- 
ants Willard and Cooke commanding, is assigned to Fort Stanton. 

l 
IV. Major T. H. Holmes, 8th infantry, with company "I," same 

regiment, Lieutenant Lazelle commanding, will proceed to Fort Bliss, 
. Texas.

‘ 

l 
V. Captains Lindsay and Morris, mounted rifles, with their compa- 

nies, "H" and "G," are assigned to Fort Union. 
% VI. Companies " F" and "C," mounted rifles, commanded by Bre- 

vet Captain Granger and Lieutenant Howland, will, on Tuesday, the 
5 

2Sth instant, escort the department commander, Colonel Bonneville, 
Lieutenant Colonel Miles, 3d infantry, and Colonel Collins, su1erin· 
tcndent of Indian affairs, to Albuquerque. These companies will then 
ppocecd to Fort Craig, when Captain Granger will report for duty to 

g 

l ajor Simonson. Lieutenant Howland will proceed to Fort Fillmore, 
’ 

stopping at Fort Thorn to collect his company property. 
‘ 

VII. The detachment of company "I," 3d infantry, now at Fort 
Craig, will join the headquarters of said company at Las Lunas, New 
rlexico. 

VIII. Captain Schroeder, with his company, " 3d infantry, and 
Lieutenant Cogswell, with company "E," 8th infantry, will proceed 

with Don José Valdez, his spies and guides, to Santa Fe. Don Valdez 
will turn in his arms and equipments, and, with his spies and guides, 
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will be discharged from the service of the United States. The Utah 
Indians, spies, and guides will accompany Captain Schreoder to Santa 
F6, turn in their arms and equipments, and, being discharged, will 
return to their own country. Captain Schroeder will return with his 

y J 
_ _ _ 

7 
‘·‘e 

c> 
_ _ 

ra l• 

l)on Blas Lucero, wnth has spies and guides,. will proceed to Albuquer- 
que, turn 1n lus arms and equipments to Major I). H. Rucker, assistant 
quartcrmaster, and will be discharged from the service of the United 
States. The thanks ofthe departmeigt commander are due to Don José 
Maria Valdez and Don Blas Lucero, heir spies and guides, as well as 
the Utah Indians, serving as spies and guides, ibr their zeal and activity 
during the period of hostilities. * 

IX. Brevet Captain Hatch, with co pany " I," mounted rifles, will 
proceed to Fort Craig and report to It ajor Simonson for duty. 
X. As heretofore indicated, Major Electns Backus, 3d infantry, is 

assigned to the command of Fort D fiance, and is charged with the 
execution of this order. He may detain a portion of thc {bot troops 
until the arrival of the next train of which he can avail himself, or 
transportation, to Albuquerque. He will receive special instructions 
in re erence to the execution of the agreement made with the Navajo 
Indians this day. . 

XI. Captain Van Bokkelen, assistant quartermaster, will turn over 
to each company commander, as far as practicable, the same mules, 
saddles and pack equipments as were turned in by them to the quar- 
termaster’s department. These animals and equipments are designed 
to o with each company to its post. Major Backus will indicate to 
eacllzx detachment the day of its departure and the amount of subsistence 
to be carried hence. 
XII. Lieutenant M. L. Davis, 3d infantry, on being relieved at Can- 

tonment Burgwin, will join his company at Albuquerque. 
XIII. Lieutenant Colonel Grayson, chief of the subsistence depart- 

ment has amply provided under adverse circumstances for every 
want, of the troops. The medical department, under Suréeon Sloan, 
has been administered in a manner equally satisfactorv. The untirinv 
and successful efforts of Major Rucker to supply this army in the field? 
is worthy of all praise. He was most ably and efficiently supported 
by his chief, Maier Donaldson, who, from his headquarters at Santa 
Fé, administered to the wants of his extensive department in a most 
satisfactory manner. 
XIV. Captain Trevitt’s company " F," Captain Syke’s company 

" K," Captain VVard's company "E," commanded hy Lieutenant 
Shipley, and Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Chandler’s company " I," 3d 
infantry, commanded by Lieutenant Whistler, have been most actively 
employed on escort duty in the enemy’s country. I take much pleas- 
ure in acknowledgins the arduous service they have rendered. 
XV. 4ssnstau* Surgeon J. T. Ghiselin, mediml department, will 

return with Major Rntl"s command to Fort Stanton. 
B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 

s 

C'olon.el 3d a°nfnnh·y, eoammmeling. 
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I0. Colonel Bonneville to the Gcnerol·in-ele-ie/ .̀ 

Hr:.xneU.urrnus DEP.·\R'l‘MEN'l‘ New Mexico,
_ 

Santa Fe, January 5, 1859. Q 

Cor.0Nr·:r.: I have the honor to inelose tbr the information of the
` 

general—in-chief, " report of Captain McLane, regiment of mounted
{ 

riilemen of September 2, l858," deeming it called for by general orders 
headquarters of the army, 1858. This report was found on file in the

Q 

oilice, having been received and placed there by my predecessor. , 

The report of Major Baekus’s column would have been forwarded, 
but I am awaiting a map to accompany it, which he has promised me Q 

in a few days. v 

I am, very respectthlly, your obedient servant, 
B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 

Colonel 3d ipfantry, commanding. 
Lieut. Col. L. Tnoans, Assistant Adj·u,tant renernl, 

Headqumvers of the Army, New Pbrk city. 

Four Deruxcs, New Maxim, 
September 2, 1858. 

COLUXELZ You having arrived at this post, I would respectfully make 
the following report of my march from Albuquerque here. 

I lett Albuquerque on the evening of August 25, having under my 
command twelve 1nen of company I, regiment mounted rides, and the 
company spies and guides commanded by Captain Blas Lucero. 

I arrived at Bacon Spring the evening of August 28, not finding 
there any express from Major Brooks and seeing many signs of Indians 
having passed down the country, I concluded he had struck the blow 
at the Navajo Indians which he intimated to me he would strike, on or 
about the 25th. I, therefore, determined that if the following day. I 

did not meet an express from Fort Defiance, Iwould attack any armed 
party of Indians I might meet. 

o r I 

On my arrival at Bear Spring I saw a large number of Indians and 
some {brty or fifty animals on the left, and at some distance from the 
road. Despatehing some eight or ten men after the horses, and taking 
with me four riflemen and Captain Lacero with twenty-two (22) men 
of his party. I moved towards the Indians. and was received by them 
with a discharge of arrows and tire arms. I immediately attacked the 
Indians who numbered about 300. They tied towards the woods, firing 
upon me during their retreat. I dismouuted the rifles and such Mexi- 
cans asl could make understand me, and pressed them vigorously; they 
retreated taking shelter behind trees and rocks. The action continued 
tor about iittecn minutes, when receiving a rifle ball in my right side i 

which for the time completely disabled me, I directed the pursuit te 
cease. 

Having been unable to review the field myself, I report from autho- 

rity I deem most reliable, that eight or ten Indians were killed, a 
number uf their horses were destroyed, their blankets and cooking 
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utensils captured, numerous bows and arrows with quivers were picked 
up by my men, and four men and twenty-four horses taken. 
The conduct of the riflemen with me, more particularly Brown and 

Grifliu, both for coolness, daring, and execution, is worthy of the 
highest commendation. 
To Captain Lucero and his company I feel under great obligation. 

their prompness and gallantry was that belonging to veterans. The 
high reputation already obtained by the captain was more than sus- 
tained on this occasion.

; 

I would be doing injustice to a gallant gentleman, did I not men- 
tion the admirable conduct of Mr. Yost, the agent for the N avajos. 
when prevented from his position from taking an active part in the 
affair remained by my side a cool and calm spectator of the (te him) 
unusual scene ssing before him; of which, I suppose, he has already 
made a detaileda account to his chief. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE McLANE, 

Captain regiment of mounted ri/les. 
Lieutenant Colonel Dixon S. M` rLr·:S, 

Commanding the troops in Navajo country, New Jleacieo. 

11. Colonel Bonneville to the General-in—c/tief 

·" Hnsnqm mans Dnrssrnnsr or New Mexico, 
_ 

Santa Fé, New Mexico, January 8, 1859. 
COLONxL: I have the honor to report for the information of the gene- 

ral-iu-chief, that I have just returned from Fort Defiance, where Colonel 
Collins, superintendent of Indian affairs, and myself, met the Indians 
in council. A treaty was concluded, a copy of which I inelose. I hold 
twenty-one Navajos, prisoners taken during the war, as hostages. I have 
withdrawn the troops, as you have already been advised by my general 
order, transmitted by the acting assistant adjutant general. Although 
I believe the Indians sincere in their desire for peace, I have deemed it 
prudent to keep tbur infantry companies at Fort Defiance, supported 

y two infantry cotrplpanies at Los Lunas, one at Albuquerque, two 
companies of moun ritlemen at Fort Craig, and an additional com- 
pany at Cantonment Burgwin. I have placed Major Backus in com- 
mand at Fort Defiance. The above disposition of troops will not only 
give that judicious oiiicer all the support necessary, but will serve to 
quiet the uneasy feeling and excitement on the frontier, consequent

’ 

upon the late military operations in its vicinity. |— -

_ 

Fort Defiance is located in an elevated valley of the Rocky mountain 
range, Pursuing Indians amongst the mountain tops in the severity 
of winter, and escorting the supplies to such inhospitable regions. 
through the enemy’s country, are arduous duties, and when performed 
with the cheerfulness and zeal which has characterised hath officers 
and men in this campaign, they deserve commendatioa. Sup lying 
tbrage alone to an average of fifteen hundred animals, in the field and 
en route to it, imposed a heavy task on the depot at Albuquerque, and 
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I am glad to say it was satisfactorily pcrfbrnncd without the necessity ? 

of relying upon or falling into thc hands of spcculators. 
In bringing together the troops and resources from the distant limits

{ 

of the department, my staff have been prompt, and gave mc valuable 
assistance. Everything has been done to insure cflicicncy and strict 
economy. € 

; 

Major Cary H. Fry, pay department, made punctual payment to 
E the troops in the field.

Y 

I {` cel.it my duty to add that my regimental adjutant, Licutemmt 
John D. Wilkins, suddenly called upon to perform the duties of 
assistant adjutant general to the department when the war had just

L 

commenced, had, in addition to his own appropriate duties, those of 
the pay, subsistence, and quartcrmaster department crowded at his 
one desk, all of which were discharged with an ability amd fidelity to

? 

be commended until their proper chiefs arrived at their stations, when e 

I received their valuable assistance already noticed. Not having an 
; ordnance officer at these headquarters, I felt the absolute necessity of 

one, and assigned Lieutenant Roger Jones fn that duty, whcf afforded
i 

mc great satisfaction. ·

i 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

} 

B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, § 

; 

Colonel 3d infantry, commanding. 
g Lieut. Col. L. Tu0MAs, Asszlcfant Aryutant General, 

Headquarters qf flee Army, New York city. 

I2. Colonel Bonneville to the Gewwrcvl-in—chi¢g/Z 

HEADQMRTERS DEPARTMENT or Naw Mrzxrco, —

, 

Santa, Fé, LK JL, January 23, 1859. 

C01.0NEL: I have thc honor to inclosc, for thc information of the
a 

general-in-chief, the reports of Major Backus, 3d infantry, Captain 
Duncan, regiment mounted rifles, and Lieutenant Cogswell, Sth 

infantry, received at these headquarters November 27, 1858. 
These reports have been delayed on account of a map now in thc 

course of preparation, but, as it is not yet finished, I have thought it 
advisable to send them without it, Thcy include all the operations of 
the second column, and complete the correspondence of the war. 

This column has xformed all that was anticipated of it, protecting 
the northwestern Kgrnticr ; entering the country of thc Navajos, 

through the formidable band of Kay·a-taua, one of the most hostile 
chiefs; forcing the Nuvajos from their hiding places wcstwards; and 
no doubt exercised rcat influence in bringm about thc armisticc 
which caused its witgdrawal from thc field whgc in sxwccssful opera- 
tion. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 

Colonel 3d infantry, commanding department. 

Lieut. (bl. L. Tuomxs, Assnklant Aiiutrmt Gcnaml,
` 

Headquarters qf the Army, New York city.



REPORT OF 

Fonr Dsrmivcs, N. M., November 19, 1858. 

Sm: In obedience to department orders, No. 91, current series, and 
ofthe verbal instructions of Colonel Miles, November 3, 1858, received 
at Junicha, I have the honor to submit the tbllowing report: 
On the 4th of November, 1858, I marched from J unicha, in command

, 

of the second column Navajo expedition, composed of two companies of 
mounted rifles, commanded by Captain Duncan; four companies of 
inhntry, commanded by Captain Schroeder, 3d infantry ; fifty-Eve 
spies and guides, commanded by Captain Valdez, of New Mexico, and 
twenty·two Utah Indians, acting also as spies and guides. Our first 
point of action was the Paso Blanco, about twenty miles northwest 

. irom our camp, on the J unicha. We encamped at Cave spring on the 
night of the 4th, and found two good corn-fields near by, enough 
to supply our animals with fodder. At the suggestion _;of Captain P 

Valdez, I detached at night ten of his men, and six Utah Indians to 
intercept the enemy then watching our movements. At 3 p. m. on 
on the 5th, we arrived at Pena Blanco in time to witness a s irited 
chase of the Navajos by the spies and Utes in advance. Two Nhvajos n 

were killed, and one escaped. We found corn again for our horses 
and mules at this place. Pena Blanco is at the commencement of . 

Paso Blanco, and is evidently an old and favorite resort of Navajos.
‘ 

Cayatano mountain lies north of Pena Blanco, about two miles, and i 

is considered as one of the Navajo strongholds, it was necessary to 
clear it. I detatched Lieutenant Cogswell, 8th infantry in command 
of eighty foot men of all the corps present to ascend the mountain, and 
clear it of the enemy, while the main body would move forward north- , 

wardly to a int known as Red Rock. Lieutenants Cook of the 8th
` 

infantry, antfxlilnos of the mounted rifles, commanded the men of their 
res(pective corps on this detail. The order was handsomely executed, 
an at 7 p. rn., a sin le {ire from a pinnacle of the mountain, advised 
me that "al1 was w5l" in that quarter. A few moments later the 
Utahs arrived at my camp with one hundred goats and tive horses; they 
reported some skirmishing with the troops, but did notwait for the result. 
At 10 a. m. the next mornin , (November 7th,) Lieutenant Gogswell 
arrived with his command. Ige had ascended the mountain, destroyed 
many lod es, wounded three Indians, captured one · hundred goats, 
killed two horses, and captured eight. More than all, he had discovered 
the strength of the enemy’s position, and from the top of Cayatano he 
could loo down u their country as upon a map, and could see that 
with less than tmc bodies of troops, the Indians could not be 
captured or compelled to tight at that place. They had their stock in 
a canon north oi Cayatano, and this canon led into Paso Blanco on the 
south and to alarge plain on the north, which lies between Cayatano 
and the Carisso mountains, bordering on the San Juan river. The 
Indians held their stock at a point from which they could flee north to 
Carisso, south to Chéllé, through Paso Blanco, or east to Pena Blanco, 
where they had houses and fields of corn. When Lieutenant Gogswell 
descended the mountain on the north slo 

, 
a part of the Indians rushed 

back with their stock towards Chéllé, thiough Paso Blanco, which is 
represented as almost impassable for pack mules, even without oppo-

‘
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sition from an enemy. Another portion passed off westwardly, and ·

{

` 

_ 

was subsequently pursued by us. Cayatano was covered with snow, 
i and the troops wit rout baggage, suffered from cold and the fatigue of ( 

i ascending and descending a ragged mountain, which is estimated at 
4,000 feet above the plain on which it rests. The mesa is not as large 

§ 
as it had been represented to me. It is about three miles long and one

{ 

Q 
broad, and has several janks of water upon its surface. The incloscd

3
8 

report and map by Lieutenant Gogswell, marked " A," contains valu- 
able information, and is creditable to every officer and soldier employed 
on the scout. On the 7th we did not move camp from Red Rock on 
the Cyote, as the scouting party required rest. On the 8th we marched

g 

nearly due west, ten miles to a stream, called Pajaritta, a tributary
§ 

of the J unicba, running east. I detached Captain Duncan with about i 

tifty men and horses to pursue a trail of sheep towards the west end l 

of Carisso mountains, and Lieutenant Lazelle with the same number
i 

of infantry troops, and without an animal to pack or ride, went directly
i 

north, over some exceedingly rough country to ascertain whether any i 

considerable quantity of sheep, horses, or tamilies had gone towards 
the San J nan. I accompanied this latter party, and found the southern i 

¤ slope of Carisso densely covered with pine, pinon, and cedar, and filled
I 

; with springs and rivulets, We found two trails of small parties having 
a few sheep or goats, and some twenty or thirty horses, going north- 
west. We descended into a deep canon, probably 1,000 feet, with a 

" 

fine stream of water, frozen in most places, and having threaded this
, 

canon about two miles, we emerged into the plain, near an isolated 
peak of trap rock, and returned to camp. It was truly a hard da s'

i 

work, as we had ascended and descended cliffs and canons,. im tssahlc 2 

{ 

to animals, where I required the assistance of soldiers to enabhi me to
l 

, 

progress. From an elevated point I had traced the valley ofthe`J1micha 2 

’ and Chaco to San Juan, and I could clearly scc its channel, not the 
water, for twenty or thirty miles. The Platéro mountains and others on 

|. its northern bank were covered with snow, as well as Cayatano and 
` 

barisso. 

On the same day Captain Duncan pursued a more westerly course, 
ibllowed a trail several miles, and returned through a deep canon, some 
five miles in length, where he found much difficulty in preventing 
injury to his horses and men. His animals were much jaded by hard 
roads and bad fare, and required rest. The streams we had crossed all 
tended towards the Chaco, or Junieha, as well as the Pajaritto, on 
which we were encamped. It was now evident that the flocks and 
herds had gone west. Captain Valdez applied on the 7th for permis- 
sion to pursue a trail towards Carisso, with his spies and the Utah 
Indians. I readil complied, and he departed leaving his packs with 
the column. At lied Rock, on the 7th, he had captured one Navajo 

5 
horse and killed two. They were of no value to us, as they were 

{ broken down. At 8 p. in. on the 8th, Captain Valdes returned to 
camp with 33 horses, 178 goats, and 22 sheep; he had killed one Indian 
near Red Rock, soon after leaving our camp, and wounded (probably 
killed) one at the Carisso mountains, where he ca tered the animals. 
This was a handsome operation on the part of 

Cl 
aptain Valdez, his 

spies, and the Utahs. Captain Valdez is an active and zealous oiilcer,
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and performs his duties to my entire satisfaction. He has good men 
and they are well mounted. No injury was inflicted upon any man 
under the command of Captain Valdez. On the 9th a party of Utahs 
(volunteers) left us; on the 8th they had thund a large trail of U tahs 
going north, with a drove of horses, probably, captured from the Nav- 
ajos, and soon after they tbund the trail ofthe Navajos in pursuit, 
and then the marks of a severe contlict. Three horses were dead on 
the field, and the ground was marked for the space of a mile with trails 
of the masses as they had charged and resisted each other. The Utahs 
concluded, from the evidence remaining, that their friends had suc- 
ceeded in securing the eavilliard of horses and had taken them home. 
(ln the 9th we marched about ten or twelve miles and encamped near 
the foot of the Carisso mountains, at a place called "Las Gigantes." 
Red sandstone in almost every conceivable term marks this place and 
the valley through which we have passed. On the l0th we ascended 
Cedar creek through a narrow and wild canon; oak, pine, pinon, and 
cedar covered the line of our march tor tive or six miles, as we ra nidly 
ascended the mountain: at about 9 a. m. we reached the crest and had 
a magnificent view of the country towards Chélle and the Calabasa 
mountains. We descended, probably, a thousand teet in two miles, 
and struck a creek flowing into th_e San Juan, of which ·l could obtain 
no name, but called it Gothic creek, from the immense masses of red 
sandstone mesas, which in tbrm strikingly resemble tlne Gothic style 
of architecture. Vile encamped on the creek where trails of sheep 
were quite trcsh, going west. VVe captured two Navajo horses on the 
march to-day. 
On the llth we reached the Qjo del Casa a tributary ot' Gothic creek. 

Our course tor the last three days has been northwest. At Ojo del 
Casa the sign of sheep and horses was quite fresh, and I detached 
Captain Duncan, with Captain Morris and their best horses and men, 
to pursue the trail and if possible to capture the animals and {punish 
the enemy. Captain Valdez with spies and Utes aceompanie . him. 
He followed the trail until the moon went down, about lll p. rn., and 
started again at dawn on the l2th, going west towards Calabasa moun- 
tains. By 12 o’clock it was evident he could not overtake the Indians 
in less than two days, and his horses were incompetent to the task. 
He accordingly returned to the Arroyo de Chéllé, which he had crossed, 
and joined me on the l3th at Ojo de la Pucrte, in the Arroyo de Chelle. 
On the 12th I marched southwest to the Arroyo dc Chéllé, about 

thurteen miles; I found little or no grass, and bad water, colored red 
by the soil through which it percolates. . 

On 13th, I intended to wait {br Captain Duncan, but was compelled 
to move cam five miles for grass and water, our animals were starving. 
We ascendedi the broad arrayo five miles to O`o de la Puerte, and found 
clear water with very little grass. Captain lilnncan joined us here at 
2 p.m. The Arrayo de Chéllé is the valley ofthe Rio de Chéllé below 
the canon. It is from one to three miles broad, has fair sandy soil, 
which yields small cro vs by irrigation. Tracks of sheep, horses, cows, 
Indians, &c., mark the whole valley. Irrigating ditches are yet 
plainly marked, and the storks of old corn are occasionally met with. 
but no cultivation has taken place this year. Our course had now 
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changed to south—east, and we followed up the valley for three days. 
On the 14th, we passed the Ventana, a mass of red sandstone, on an 
elevated mesa, having a large round opening through it from east to · 

west; it is a notable land·mark. On the l5th, we passed (`arisso 
creek and Agua Grande. lVe had now left the Arrayo de Chéllé 5 

about ten or twelve miles below the canon, and were on its north east
V 

Q 
bank. VVe encamped at an Indian village which had been occupied . 

by Herero, a Navajo chief. Here are remnants of a flourishing village,
; 

i two old pueblos are in the vicinity. The Utahs killed a Navajo to-
V 

day and his horse. One poor horse was captured. One of Captain
f 

Morris’s horses was captured near our camp by a Navajo at dawn this Z 

morning ; he had drawn up his picket pin and was at the time astray. T 

The Indian was fired at, but was not killed. This was the only horse ’ 

captured from us by Navajos during the march. The grass was bad
p 

at this camp, and the horses are nearly famishcd. On the lfith, we 
marched to Sicncga Avanico, during the day, and on the night

i 

previous smokes were made by Navajos to indicate a disposition to 
talk. I sent an interpreter to inquire their wants. They replied 
peace, and said they would come to my camp when I halted. Six

§ 

Indians went to Lieutenant Lazellc, commanding rear guard, and 
wanted to talk ; he advised them to see me in camp. They carried a i 

white flag. Captain Valdez was next to the rear guard. Indians 

were on both sides of the road, and even the Utahs were in conversa- 
tion with them. The column had nearly passed a narrow defile, when

§ 

a party of Navajoes in ambush fired upon Captain Valdez, killed his 
horse, and wounded him severely in the forehead; he was prostrated with 
his horse to the earth, but instantly rolled over and returned the shot.

j The Indians fled, but were fired at by fifteen or twenty of the spies , 

and guides. No Indians came to my camp on this night, but extra i 

precautions were taken to prevent treachery and surprise. As we left
T 

camp in the morning, several Indians came up and said they were the 
men who raised the white flag, but were not the Indians who fired at 

_ 
Captain Valdez. The party who fired had fbllowed Captain Valdez 
for many days to obtain revenge for the two Indians killed by him at 
Pena Blanco. They said " peace is made, and Colonel Miles has gone 
back to Canon Bonito." On the same day, we reached Black Lake, at 
El p.m., and found good wood, water and fodder for our animals. On 
the 18th, wc reached this post, and completed the duties assigned vs 
by Colonel Bonneville and yourself. Near Black Lake we captured 
two horses, and several Navajos appeared on the mesa east of ns, in a 
peaceful attitude. Hoping fbr a favorably result, I directed that they 
should not be disturbed, and trust I was right in so doing. 
In conclusion I will add, we marched from Albuquerque on the 19th 

l 

of October, left San Isidio October 24, arrived at J unicha November 2, 
163 miles from Albuquerque; thence cia Chéllé to Fort Defiance is 186 

° 

miles: total 349 miles, performed in the enemy’s country in thirty days. 
Four Indians were killed, {bur or more wounded; 35 Navajo horses 
were captured and 10 were shot; 278 goats and 22 sheep were cap- 
tured; and our only loss by the enemy was one horse captured and one 
officer (Ca tain Valdez) wounded. I was exceedingly fortunate in 
l:·zvine: umli er my command very discreet and energetic officers. Major 
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Butt` 
, who commanded the rifles, was relieved, at J unicha, by Colonel 

Miles, and transihrred to the first column. I regretted the necessity 

of sorting with him, yet his successor, Captain Duncan, was energetic 
an zealous, and merits my commendation. He was well supported by 
Captain Morris of his own regiment. Captain Schroeder commanded 
the infantry, and performed every duty assigned him to my entire 
aatisthction. Each and every oiiicer and soldier seemed zealous in the

S 

discharge of his arduous duties, and only regretted that the timidity
; 

of the enemy gave him no op rtunity to render to his country such i 

service as is expected from faithful soldiers in the hour of danger. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

g 
E. BACKUS, 41{ajor 3d infantry. 

Lieut. VV. B. LANE, Reg’t mounted rei/tea, 
Adjutant Navayb eaqxzdition, Fort De/tance, AK M 

[lndoreement.] 

Respectfully referred to the commander of the department tbr his 
favora le commendation of Major Backus and his gallant ofricers, in 
their great exertions, through much exposure, to conquer the enemy. 

e D. S. MILES, 
i 

t Lieut. Col. 3d infantry, commanding. 

(Lime NEAR Jexez, New Mexico, 
. October 21, 1858. 

Sun: On the night of the 1`Ith instant a party of iive Navajo Indians 
came within 200 yards of this camp, broke into the corral ofDon Francisco 
Sandoval, and stole one horse. six donkeys, and seven head of cattle. 
The matter being re rted to me between eight and nine o’clock the 
following morning, Fimmediately started a detachment of ten men of 
company "E_," mounted rifles, under Sergeant John Duiiin, with six 
men of Captain Valdez’s company of spies and guides as trailers. The 
party was also accompanied by Don F. Sandoval and his son. 

After following the trail some 18 or 20 miles in a westerly direction, 
two. of the donkeys were tbund dead, having been hutchered, and the 
choice portions taken for tbod. Following on the trail with great 
rapidig, Sergeant Duma succeeded just betbre sunset in overtaking 
the In

` 

ans with their booty, attacked them and killed one, after a E 

chase of four or {ive miles. All of the cattle and tour donkeys were 
also recovered and brought back. The Indians were overtaken about 
Hky miles, and in nearly a due west course, from this camp, the trail 
of pursuit crossing the headwaters of the Rio Puerco. It is proper to

i 

state that the fence was broken down, and the animals stolen out within 
tltteen yards ct` where the Utah Indians were sleeping; and that three 
Utahs, who volunteered to go with the pursuing party, were worse

i 

Nnoemse
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than useless, as they deserted and come back to the camp after going 
only a few miles. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS DUNCAN, 

Captain mounted rf/lcs. 
Major Ii. Backus, 3d infantry, 

l 

a Cbmmanding Jcmez, N. JI. 

This letter should have been sent from J emez. 
E E. BACKUS, 
i Major commanding late second column. 

Four Deruxce, November 21, 1858. 

U 

Cem- sr R10 Pszsnrro, N. M., 
, November 8, 1858. 

Muon: In compliance with Special Orders No. 6, headquarters 
second column, Pina Blanco, November 5, 1858, I beg leave to make 

I the following report: .- 

j 
On the 6th instant, at 7 p. m., I left the camp at Pina Blanco with 

{ 
a command of 80 (eighty) men, composed of 40 infantry, 15 mounted 

i 

riilemen, 15 spies and guides, our ten Utah Indians, with orders to 
{ 

ascend the Sierra Cayatano, and clear it of the enemy, if any should 

i 
be there. Lieutenant Cooke, of the 8th infantry, had command of the 

i infantry; and Lieutenant Enos, of the mounted rifles, had command 

{ 

of the riilemen, and of the spies and guides.
`

. 

, 
About three miles north of west of the camp we climbed the cliG s̀ 

that form the border of the mountainous country between the camp 
and the Sierra. Abouti a mile further on, the Utahs discovered two of 
the enemies’ spies, a mile or thereabouts to our right. I found it im- 
possible to cut them oil .̀ 

After a toilsome march of three hours we entered a deep and narrow 
valley on the east side of the Sierra, in which we found the trail lead- 
ing up the mountain. At the commencement of the ascent the Utahs 

. found a horse which they shot, not beingablc to take him along. At 
11 o’clock a. m., we reached the to of the mountain. After a short 
halt, I sent ten men to the summit ciia high hill on the mesa to recon- ' 

noitre, and then deployed the riflemen and half the Indians on the 
right, and the volunteers and remaining Indians on the left flank as 
skirmishers, and marched across the mesa. e

- 

I tbund numerous tracks of Indians, horses, and shoe on the mesa, 
_ 

but they were from three to four days old. Only one Indian, with a 
horse, was seen; the Indian was tired upon, and was reported to me 

` 

as wounded. The horse was captured, and not being able to take him 
i 

with me, I ordered him to be shot. 
On our arrival at the west side of the mesa, we discovered in the 

deep valley that skirts the mountain several lodges, at number of Indians,
` 

and a flock of sheep and ts; but, before a point could be found at 

, 

which a descent was possilgiit there being a perpendicular wall on that 
» side of the mesa of over seven hundred teet, t e Indians had time to
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remove their families, and a portion of their flocks. A party that In had sent to discover a place at which the command could descend, reported they had found one practicable; but, after descending about i 
two hundred feet, I‘ tbund myself and command on the edge of an immense precipice, and I was compelled to return, the men assisting each other up the solid rock with their muskets. If a foot had slipped

, 

in clambering up the whole distance, the man would have fallen to the Q bottom of the precipice.
E In the meantime the Utahs had found a practicable point, and had descended in advance of the command, and captured one hundred goats and five horses, which they immediately took into your camp, without waiting my arrival. a 

In approaching the lodges two Indians were fired upon, and both were re iorted to me as dangerously wounded. 'I‘he horse, bridle, sad- dle, and provisions of one of them were taken. I ordered the horses to be destroyed, and then encamped on the high ridge that runs par- allelto west side of the mountain. 
On the morning of the 7th three horses were captured near my camp; and on the same morning I broke up my camp, and reached the camp

. 

of the second column, in the Cayote, about 11 a. 1n. During the morn-
; 

ing I became satisfied that the Indians, with their moveable property,
§ 

had tied from the Sierra Cayatano, and gone in the direction ofthe Carissa mountains.
¥ Licutenants Cooke and Enos are oiiicers of intelligence and energy, and I am much indebted to both tor the zeal and activity they displayed during the expedition. The men endured all the fatigue of this toil~·
j 

some march cheerfully.
Q 

The mesa of Cayatano isabout four thousand feet above the surround- ing plain, and is about four miles long, and one in breadth. It can only be ascended with horses at one point, and at that ioint it is very rugged. On tbot it can bc ascended at three points; but two of the a three are very diflicult. There are several natural tanks on the mesa that atibrd a large su ply of water; and about amile from the summit there is a spring of iiesh water on the horse trail. &veral valleys intersect the mesa, and iiirnish excellent grazing tor large herds, and sutlicient timber tor the wants of the Indians. 'l‘his mesa, andthe
f 

deep canons that surround it, are evidently favorite resorts of the Nava- jos; twenty determinate men can defend the pass by which Iascended against any force which could be brought to bear against them; and hence, I am led to believe that the Indians had no idea that we would ascend the mesa, or they would have tbught us there. Herewith inclosed a topographical sketch, drawn by Lieutenant Cooke, 8th infantry. 

I MII, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. COGSVVELL, 

First Le' eul¢··nant Sth fig/` antry. Major E. Backus, 3d infantry, 
C 

Commanding second column. `
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(Mo usr. l’irmm·:, NAVAJ0 Exrsnmex, 
November 13, 1858. 

MAJon: In obedience to your order of the llth instant, I left Ojo 

Q 

del Casa at 4 o’clock, p. m., of that day, with 25 men of my own com- 
pany; 25 of company G mounted rifles, under Captain B. M. Morris, 
40 spies and guides, under Captain Valdez; and 10 Utah Indians. 

i The trail upon which we have been traveling fer some days continued 
i 

in almost a due west course. I followed it until about 11 o`clock the 
evening of my departure from your camp, making, as we estimated, 
twenty miles, and after crossing the creek which passes through the 
Canon de Chéllé, encamped in a handsome bottom, with plenty of 
water and grass, called Suneya Bonita. Early on the following morn- 
ing the march was resumed and continued about 14 miles. Several 

Indians were seen during the day, but all of them managed to keep 
at a respectful distance. Having marched this far, and the trail not 

_ 

appearing to be any fresher than when I left you, and our horses being 
_ greatly exhausted, it was evident that the enemy could not be over— 

l 
taken in anything like the time to which I was limited, if at all. I 

therefore returned to Suncya Bonita, where we encamped last night. 
l 

To-day, after crossing over rocky hills for two or three miles, we struck 
i the Arroyo of Chéllé, and continued up it to th,. camp, our course 
l being a little south of east, and the distance traveled about 15 miles. 

Very respectfully. your obedient servant. 
T. DUNCAN, 

(i'apfaz` n ri;/les, comnmnding defachnwnf. 
Major E. Bacsrs, 3d in/hairy, 

'omman di ng second col umn Norqjo arpedif-ion . 

l Respectfully forwarded to Lieutenant Lane, adjutant of Navajo expe 

Q 

dition, with my report of November 19, 1858. s 

, 

E. BACKUS, 
S 

Jhrjor commanding.

l

S 

Four lll:2l·`l.\NCE, N. M., January l, 1859. 

g 
Sis: I beg leave to offer a few amendments to —my report of the 

f 

operations ofthe second column, made to Lieutenant Lane adjutant to 
B the Navajo expedition, on the 19th of November, 1858. I omitted to 

; mention that First Lieutenant Milton Cogswell, of the 8th infantry, as 

my uartcrmaster and conunissary of subsistence, had preceded me to 
Sanilsidio, near J umus, and had made the most ample arrangements 
to meet every want of my command. As my adjutant, he promptly 
and cheerfully executed every duty assigned him. At Pena Blanco,

C 

on the 5th of November, he solicited the command of a detachment 
about to ascend Cayatano mountain, without transportation, and with 
the prospect of a toilsome march and much opposition when he should 
rcac ned its snow-covered summit. As he commanded a company, in 
addition to his staff duties, l did not feel at liberty to deny his request.
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On the contrary, I cheerfully gave him the command. The result is 

already reported; it was entirely successful. I have just learned from 
Arinijo, a Navajo chief, that two Indians were killed on the north 
slope of Cayatano mountain ; Lieutenant Cogswell had reported three 
wounded. The Indians represent the injuries they received from our 
operations in that neighborhood as far greater than_.,we* had any reason 
to suppose. Dr. Anderson, of the medical department, I am happy 
to say, had but little to do. We had but one man wounded, (Captain 
Valdez,) and but few sick; yet the doctor was always in the right 

place, and ever ready to meet such exigencies as were liable to occur 
from hour to hour. Not a ball or an arrow was ever fired into any of i 

our camps from the day we left San Isidio until we arrived at Fort 
Defiance. I was somewhat surprised at this, as I had been informed 
that a tent could scarcely be raised at night without bearing the marks 
of balls and arrows in the morning. I relied upon pickets placed far 
out from the camp, at selected points, and always posted after dark. 
They never failed to effect the purposes designed. 

I have the honor to be, most respcetfhlly, your obedient servant, 
E. BACKUS, 

, 

Major 3d iegfantry, late commander second column. 

First Lieut. J . D. Wruuss, 3d infantry,
I 

Acting Assistant Adjutant General, 
Department of Negv Mexico.

_ 

13. Colonel Bonneville to the Gcneral—ln~chl¢f 

.. Hs.-niorssrsns Drrsarussr or N sw Manco. 
Santa Fc, N. JI., February 27, 1859. 

Ce1.ou1·:x.: I have the honor to report fbr the information ef the 
general-in-chief, that I have just returned f` ron1 an inspection tour of 
the depot at Albuquerque, and the posts of Albuquerque, Las Lunas, 
and Fort Craig, having in company Major Donaldson. chief` quarter- 
master of the departn1ent, and was gratified to find their condition 
satisfactory. 

On my return I found a report of a scout, made by Lieutenant , 

Lazclle, 8th infantry, against t ue Mescalaro Apaches, in which that 
gallant and intclli rent oflicer overtook the enemy. and after a sharp 
conflict was obliged to withdraw, being severely wounded himself, and 
and having three of his men killed and six wounded. Although this 
attack atppcars to have been unsuccessful, it is gratifying to observe it 
was con ucted with vigor and daring on tlne part of the commander and 
his small three. 
A copy of the re iort, incloscd, and marked ‘* A," will give you the 

details. This small band of Indians, numbering about one hundred. 
have been more er less troublesome since the organization of the depart- l 

mont, and I have now determined to punish them.
l 

The health of Major Backus. 3d infantry, having been impaired at 2 

Fort Defiance, at his request, I directed him to proceed to the milder
j

l
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climate of Albuquerque, where he would be t` ree from the cares of com- 
mand. This will account tbr the presence of two Held oflicers at 
Albuquerque, whilst the important post nl. Fort Defiance is under the 
command of Brevet Major Shepherd, 3d infantry. 

It having been reported to Major Backus, then in command of Fort 
Defiance, that outrages had been committed on American citizens at 
the pueblo of Zuni, that officer at once dispatched Major Shepherd, 

g 

with an otiieer and tbrty-eight men, to inquire into the circumstances. 
The report was not entirely confirmed, but Major Shepherd brought 
two of the accused to Fort Defiance in irons. Major Backus having 

i examined the case tiilly, discharged the Indians on the ground that 
l they were sufliciently punished tor an attempted outrage, induced by 
l 

the persons who entered the complaint selling whisky to them. 
{ 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
’ B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 
I 

· Colonel 3d infantry, com` g department. 
Lieut. Col. L. Tnomss, Assz`stam' Aafjufant General, 

Headquarters of the Army, New lbrk eily.
3 

Four Buss, T e.1:as, February 18, 1859. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with verbal 

orders from the commanding otlicer of this post, I lett here on the 
evening of the 31st ultimo, with thirty mounted men of company D, 

, 
regiment mounted rifles, tor the town of San Elizario, Texas, twenty- 
one miles distant, to follow a trail of beef cattle reported by the inhab- 
itants of that place as having been stolen some days previously. I was 
joined on the following morning by a small number ot` citizens, a 

{ 
guide, and an interpreter. At an early hour we took up the trail. 

" 

As the cattle had been gone three days it was considered more proper 

{ 

that we should prepare tor a long pursuit rather than a short and ex- 

, 
hausting one, and our marches, as tar as practicable, were conducted 
with this end in view. The trail ran in a westerly direction tor about 

` 

thirty miles, then turning south and southwest, over rough moun- 
tainous country, tor about twenty miles more, tinally assumed a general 
northeast direction, and towards the southern int ofthe Cornude 
mountains; this branch of the trail was tbllowed)0 about thirty miles, 
over a rough limestone country; it was very circuitous, and frequently 
became so obscure as to render our progress slow. It tinally lcd us to 

a point of rocks, where the Indians, on their way to the settlements, 
had left some ot` their nmnber to collect water in skins for whatever 
stock they might bring on their return. WVe were unable to get more 
than a swallow for the men, and, to procure water, I was compelled 
temporarily to abandon the trail to preserve my animals, and arrived 
at t`ottonwood spring, a ioint ten miles to the west of it, about eleyen 
o`elock on the third day.}haviug marched about eighty·iive.miles with- 
out water. We resumed the trail the tbllowing day, its general course 
being northeast and towards the Sacramento mountains, and finally 
arrived at a small spring about tlfteen miles distant from the abov•:~
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mentioned mountains, havin marched from the Cottonwood springs a 
distance of seventy miles, nay-five of which we were without water. 
At this s ring it was evident that the Indians had remained sometime, 
and had been joined by others. They had also taken the same means 

, 
here as at the point of rocks iirst mentioned to supply their animals 
(stolen and others) with water, and to prevent ursuit, as the amount 
which it afforded at any one time was extremely limited. From this 
point the trail inclined rapidly towards the Sacramento mountains, 
and in the direction of Dog canon, where we arrived about noon on 
the seventh day of our march from San Elizario, and thirty-{ive miles _ 

distant from the last mentioned spring. We followed the trail about ` 

two miles and a half into the canon by a narrow winding path, which 
skirts the bases of high and almost inaccessible mountains, whose 
slopes traverse each other, perfectly obscuring our view for a distance 
of more than one hundred yards at a time; at frequent intervals it 

crossed a watery and rocky ravine, and its whole nature was such as 
to prevent more than one person passing at a time. It finally opens 
into a broad s acc surrounded by high and apparently inaccessible 
mountains. » This space is interspersed with deep rocky ravines and 
steep hills, of various hei hts, with ragged stony sides; some of them

Q 

are partially covered with a dwarfish growth of scrubby evergreens. ; 

As we neared this open space in the canon our spies in advance reported . 

that we had been discovered, and that the Indians were coming down 
to us. On arriving at a little plateau in the opening the Indians, 
numbering about thirty warriors, armed, painted, and stripped, raised 
a white flag and· insisted upon a talk, asking what we wanted, &c. 
Without displaying a flag we replied to their questions, that we had 
come there for our cattle; they said that none were there, and that 1 

none had been there. We told them that we had followed the trail o 

there, and asked them to explain it. They replied, after consultation 
with each other, that three had men had driven oxen into their canon, 
and had killed two there, but that they had quarreled with them and 
made them drive the other two cattle oil`; that their chief would be 
down soon to talk with me. I assured them that I had not come to 
talk, but to follow the trail even if it led through their camp, and that 
if theywere friends we should not quarrel, but that we must see where 
it terminated. We then moved on for about half a mile, the Indians 
constantly retreating from point to point, yet hovering on our Hanks

, 

and in front of us. At thc top of a rugged hill they made a stand, 3 

and said that we must advance no further or they would tire. I replied 

that I should return it if they did, but that we must go on. We 
accordingly moved on until we had arrived within one hundred ards 
of their camp; they here came to a determined halt, and insisted, that 
we should advance no further. _ They now declared that all of the 
bsevcs had been killed, and that there was no longer a trail. I said 

that I must see the place where they had been killed, and evidence of 
it, and should then be satisfied. Upon this they sent one of their 
number to show us the spot, and there, laid upon the ground drying, _ 

were eleven erfectly green beef hides and two mule hides. The offal 
and refuse ol, the cattle were strewn about, and everythin indicated 

that they had been recently slain. The stock was indentiged by Mr.
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Garcia, the most im ortant as well as the most intelli ent of the Mex- 
icans with me, as that which had been stolen. A Iarge number of 
temporary and very recently erected lodges, constructed of boughs and 
leaves, in this immediate vicinity, were, in addition, quite proof 
enough that more than three Indians had been engaged in the trans- 
action. Their women and children had been removed from their camp, 
and nothing could be found in it. It was alter some moments of 
reflection that I decided that we would not then attack them, as the 
head and flanks of our column, then in single file, were perfectly sur- 
rounded by them, while they were effectually sheltered by the rocks, 
and possessed many natural advantages of position. I deemed it 

would be then at too great a sacrifice, and resolved to await a more 
favorable opportunity. I accordingly retraced my steps out of the 
canon, and Hxed my camp for the night about two miles from its 
mouth. t 

As additional proof that the Indians inhabiting this canon had been 
directly or indirectly concerned in the theft, the foot·prints of eight 
‘had been followed from San Elizario, and they had received an acces- 
sion to their numbers at two points on our route; at one of these, near 
the base ofthe Sacramento mountains, and fifteen miles distant from 
Dog canon, the party had killed and eaten a beef, and here there was 
abundant proof that a large number of Indians had assisted at the 
feast. The number of cattle taken from San Elizario was fourteen, 
besides several mules, the remains of three of these we found on our 
route, (including that first mentioned,) the number of those remaining 
corresponded exactly with those killed in the caiion. A full con- 
sideration of these circumstances confirmed me in determining to 
attack these Indians, although their pretended relations with the 
government were then of a peaceful character. Taking twenty-two 
men, and leaving the balance as a guard for the animals, we moved 
stealthily up the canon during the night, and before dawn had 
surrounded the spot where we supposed the camp of the Indians to be; 
at the earliest light we were ready to attack it, but the Indians, apprised 
of our approach, had fled to a point about three quarters of a mile 
further up the caiion ; we pushed on rapidly in pursuit, finally over- 
taking and attacking them on acomb-like ridge of rocks of considerable 
height where they had made a stand. We were not long in driving 
them from this position, however, to one still further beyond it; this 
was a steep and rugged elevation which completely commanded every 

· eminence about it; it was comparatively level, and gradually rising, 
sloped back, joining the high mountains which surrounded the who e 
open space; upon this was already a large collection of Indians, and 
their number was rapidly increasing. We attempted to gain its 

summit by advancing as skirmishers, and had near y done so when 
about twenty Indians made a charge upon the center of our line, 
advancing very closely; for a moment considerable confusion pre- 
vailed, a steady fire, however, from the men who remained in t eir 

places soon checked the advance of the Indians, but they however 
were supported by others in their rear, and by considerable {parties 
who were extending themselves to every available point on our anks; 
we maintained our position fora considerable time, irequently advanc- 

Vul.
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ing, when the Indians invariably gave way, but only to take up 
positions perhaps still more advantageous on our flanks or in rear of 
us. It soon became evident that it was only a question of time with 
them; they outnumbered us nearly three to one. As several of our 
men were badly wounded and disabled, our ammunition had been 
greatly reduced, leaving about a dozen rounds per man ; under these . 

circumstances I could not but think it advisable to return, however l 

mortifying and disagreeable it appeared. We slowly retreated towards l 

the neck of the canon, taking our wounded with us. One of these, l 

pgivate Newman, required the continual services of four men to carry
' 

m, having a fractured thigh, so that our nghting party was now 
greatly reduced; the Indians followed at a short distance, continually 
endeavoring to completely surround us, advancing closely upon our 
flanks; we had gone scarcely half a mile when private Ogden, carry- 
ing the wounded man, was shot dead, and before we reached the neck 
of the canon we were so unfortunate as to lose two men of our 
number, (private Stamper having been shot through the body, and 
private Newman, the wounded man, in the head,) besides having 
several more wounded, among them myself. After getting inte the 
gorge of the canon we easily kept the Indians in check; they could not 
well advance upon us except from the front, as the steep mountain 
sides were almost impassable in a traverse direction even to them, 
and they had not time to gain the summit. We were closely followed, 
however, even to the mouth ofthe canon, where, arriving upon a com- 
paratively open plain, the Indians declined to come further. · 

I immediately sent an express to Fort Fillmore, and at about I1 
o’clock on the same day followed in that direction, being desirous of 
getting as far on as possible, while our wounded men were able to 
travel, in case accident should occur to our expressmen. Upon the 
evening of the next day we were met by every desirable assistance at 
San Augustine Springs through the kindness of Brevet Major Gordon, 
3d infantry, comman ing Fort Fillmore, who promptly sent us every 
available aid. 

There is but little doubt but that during the night of our entrance 
into the canon the Indians received a considerable accession to their 
strength, as their number much exceeded that of the previous day, 
and could not have been less than between fifty and sixty. They 
were quite prepared ibr us, as their being armed, painted, and 
stripripd lhr ght. I regret exceedingly to state my unusually severe 
loss, aving had three killed and seven wounded. 
The former are-— 
Private John F. Ogden, company D, regiment of mounted rides. 

_g’rivate William R. Stamper, company D, regiment of mounted 
ri cs. 

Private Patrick Newman, company D, regiment of mounted rifles. 
The latter are- 
Sccond Lieutenant Henry M. Lazelle, 8th infantry, severely. 
Private James Golden, company D, regiment of mounted rifles, 

severely. 

Private Lawrence Bourke, cor rpany D, regiment of mounted rides, 
severely.
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Private George Harrington, company D, regiment of mounted rifles, 
slightly. 

Private Jesse A. Reese, company D, regiment of mounted rifles, 
slightly. 

Private James Atcheson, company D, regiment of mounted rifles, 
slightly. 

-’ 

Private William W. Allen, company D, regiment of mounted rifles, 
s slightly. 

g 
The loss of the Indians was, I am fully confident, much greater, 

l as there are known to have been nine killed and a larger number 
l 

wounded. 
The noble and soldierly conduct of Sergeant J ohn Delang and Cor- 
ral Gerald Russell of company D, regiment of mounted ri es, cannot 

li; to highly praised. During the period of the fight, more than two 
hours, their eflicient aid was continually felt, and they constantly 
endeavored, by their example and cheerful words, to encourage the 
men. The former of these non—commissioned officers, with eight men, 
became by an accident at one time separated from the remain er of the 
party, hut fought his way out, against the greatest odds, and joined us. 
would also speak in the higgrest terms of the coolness and bravery of 

, 
Privates McCollurm, Corr, eiss, Bourke, and Harrington. I desire 

also to particularly mention our brave and intelligent guide, Mr. 

l 
Garera, whose conduct was highly creditable and prarseworthy. 

S I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Q 

v 

H. M. Lsznnnn, 
” i ‘ 

2d Lieutenant Sth iq/' anlry. 

j 

· Second Lieutenant WM. H. J Acxscrv, 
Reg. of mounted rifles, Post Acht., Fort Bliss, Tama. 

[Indorsement.] 

This report is thorogghly approved, with the remark that Lieu- 
tenant Lazelle continu in the active discharge of his duty, after 
being shot through the lungs, until he had entirely extricated his com- 

' mand from the canon and from danger. 
l 

. TH. H. HOLMES, 
g 

Major 8th infantry. 

14. Gabriel Bonneville to the General-in-chicfl 

Hssnomuvrsns Dsrsarusur or New Msxrco, 
Santa Fé, N M, March 5, 1859. 

_ 
Comm: I have the honor to inclose, for the information of the 

lieutenant general commanding the army, a copy of the rgport of 
Lieutenant Lord, Ist dragoons, who pursued a party of apagos 

g 

Indians, marauding in our settlements, into the State of Sonora. 
l 

Although it is a grave and serious matter to enter a foreign state with
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a body of troops, yet, under the circumstances, I have approved Lieu- 
tenant Lord‘s course. 

I am, very respectfixlly, your obedient servant, 

0 
B. L.dE. BONNEVILLn]% 

3 { ant comma i . 

Lieut. Col. L. Tnouss, 
if Ty, ng 

Assistant Acyutant General, 
Headquarters of the Army, New York city. 

Four BUCHANAN, N. M., February 17, 1859. 

Csrum: In accordance with your orders, I started from this post on 
the morning of the 14th, with a command of twenty·five men, in 
pursuit of a band of Indians, who roved to be the Papagos, formerly 
of Santa Rosa, a town in Sonora, but who have for some time past 
been living near Tubae and Tucson in our Territory. These Indians, 
according to the testimony of Mr. Hoit, one of our citizens, had taken 
by force, in broad daylight, and before his face, three of his (Mr. Hoit’s) 
horses from his ranch, situated about twenty-five miles from this post, 
on the Santa Cruz river. I tracked these horses along the south bank 
of t.he river about six miles, when they crossed over to the north bank 
and joined the herd of Indian horses; after which I was not able to 
distinguish their tracks from those of the Indian horses, none of them 
bein shod. Following their trail some twenty or twenty-five miles, I 

found the Indians, with their herd of horses, had crossed the line into 
Sonora. I did not, however, hesitate to ·pursue this band of robbers, 
who have been living upon the charities of our people, and making 
our small settlements their homes, merely for self-protection from our 
more warlike but not more thriving neighbors, the Apaches. 

If our peogle living on this frontier are to be subjected to the depre- 
dations of t cse lawless bands of Indians and the no less lawless 
Mexicans who frequent the vicinity of the line, and they are all to go 
unpunished because they have escaped to a country which at present 
has no laws, and if she had, has no power to enforce them, then there 
is not nor can there be any protection for life or property in this Terri- 
tory. For these reasons I determined to pursue and, if possible, chas- 
tise this band of marauders wherever I could overtake them. After 
a rapid pursuit I found the Indians encamped at a Mexican town, 
Santa Cruz, about eight miles from the line, which claims to be a 
military post. Before entering the town I sent my interpreter and 
asked permission of the commandants and also of the alcalde to enter 
the town and to be allowed to apprehend the horse thieves, both of 
which requests were granted. I went into the town, and while talking 
with my interpreter one of the Mexican oflicials said to him, " I am 
sorry you have come; I want to buy American horses; but they are 
your own people, of course, who take them;" at the same time saying, 
in a sneerrng way, "You cannot take them, (the Indians,) they are 
too strong" 

After had entered the town the alcalde came to me, saying that I 

had permission from the commandant to take as many of the Indians 
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. and their horses as I wished. Arriving at the Indian camp, I did not 
End thehhorses 

pg 
Mr. Hoit; he, however, recognip)e§_ some of 

the In-
L 

X 
dians as aving en at his house. It appears that ore reac ning this a 

place they had separated the stolen horses from their own and driven 
_ 

them off in another direction. During the night march I had missed ; 

the point of separation.
; 

I secured three of the principal men of the band of Indians which 
numbers about 100 men, women, and children, and five of the best 
horses from their herd of 7ii animals. When the Mexicans saw I had 
secured the Indians and therr horses, two began to object to my taking 
them away, saying, these are not the thieves; they have not the horses, 
&c. • and in a few minutes the commandant sent me an order to leave 
the place, and not to take the Indians. I replied 

tlc; 
this cgdizri 

"I 
will 

take them whether I have permission or not." or i cave t ·e 
G 

town until I had executed (accordinggto my ownh interprep;.|ii<gr(;)b;1e 
orders with which I was intrusted. efore I left t e long ro n 
beaten, and their troops were parading under arms. The Indians cpu- 

gzrglgruzo mtg, (op] 
the rgad,) 

pllhpln 
tolglhby |tpaitlif tlgleyddgld notbrgrlag 

e s en orses won ang em, a ey a em in e 

mountains, and if I would not kill them they would return them. I 

brought three Indians and live horses as a pledge that the stolen horses 
would be returned. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient scrvalrit, 
S LORD . . C.

‘ 

Second Lieutenant Ist drayoons. 
Captain R. S. EWELL 

lst dragoons A., commanding Fort Buchanan, N M 

N 

15. Obloncl Bonneville tothe General-in-chic/Z 

Hnsnomnrgas Dsganrigmj oshplswhMsxrco, 
anla é, . ., arc 31, 1859. 

CoLONEn: I have the honor to report, for the information ofthe gen- 

I er:ll·1n·ch1ef, tha; srnpe ginyllasté pplonthlytrlripoplt, 0;; Fegruary 27, 
I 
hlave 

; 
rn e every exer ron o nz ou eexac an s o n rans engage in 

g the fight at Dog can in. At the time the fight occurred three or four 
.3 chietbbnd their people were at Fort Stanton, and are thought to be 

{ entirely innocent of any complicity in the affair. The superintendent 
of Indian affairs is making diligent inquiries ;)11I(hl3ll0 matter, and pg- 

ft cts soon to find which bands or portions of an s were present in o 
gght. Captain Claibornekregiment of mounted riflemen, informs me 

r 

he hears from friendly Indians that the greater piprtnon of the depre- 
gators 

liiave gorile 
in the direction offlgprt Dgvis, cxasi, anti that solzng 

ave ta en to t e mountains west o nta arbara. t is nown t a 
quite a number of Mescalero Indians visit the agency at Santa Barbara, 
and the agent, satisfied that they did not participate in the apt, con- 
tniues to issue them rations. The Mescalero Indians are divided up 
into a number of small bands, entirely separate, and no doubt exists of 
their being greatly alarmed; and for this reason it will take time to 
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ind out the |; but the moment I am satisfied I will take 
measures to punish them. 
A few sheep belonging to residents of Los Lunas have been stolen 

by three or four Indians, supposed to be N avajos. I have since received 
information from the commanding otlicer of Fort Dedance that some 
sheep were delivered up at that post by the Navajos, said by them to 
have been stolen from the settlements. I am glad to see this evidence 
of sincerity on the part of the Navajos. 

It is well to represent to the general·in-chief that there are no reser- 
vations laid off for the Indians in this Territory, and that almost every 
county has Indians in it. The more they dread punishment the more 
they become divided up and scatter to the mountains, roaming from 
one end to the other of the Territory. This state of things must con- 
tinue, under the best possible management, until reservations are laid 
off and each particular tribe restricted to limits, where, under the care 
of their agents, they can be attended to and protected from improper 
trade and induences. There is no doubt that if these reserves were 
established, and the Indians properly restricted to them, that New 
Mexico would soon acquire a reputation as a stock raising country that 
few have imagined. 

I am, very respecttirlly, your obedient servant,
‘ 

B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 
Colonel Sd infantry, commanding department. 

Lieutenant Colonel L. Tnoius, 
Asst. Adil. Gen., Headquarters of the Army, New York city. 

16. Colonel Bonneville to the Gene»·aMn—chie_/I 

Hunocssmas Dmnuvrxrsr or New Msxrco, 
Santa Fé, New Mexico, April 30, 1859. 

Ccwivuz I have the honor to report, for the information of the lieu- 
tenant general commanding the army, that it is my intention to start 
on the 2d of May on a tour of inspection to Forts Buchanan, Bliss, 
and Stanton, a circuit of about twelve hundred miles, and expect to be 
absent about sixty days. Surgeon Sloan, Major Donaldson, and Lieu- 
tenant Jones, accompany me. 

I perceive, from papers on iile in this omce, that a change in the 
position of Fort Buchanan is strongly recommended, and a removal 
was contem lated by my predecessor; but before I make any recom- 
mendation 

I) 
should like to examine for myself. 

The Indians in the department appear to be quiet; and I am happy 
to state that persons passing through the Navsgo country report them 
as much more kindly and peaceabl y disposed than ever before. If there 
is any exception, it may be found in the ndians living north of Tucson; 
and of this 1 will satisfy myself whilst there. I keep in reserve the 
garrisons of Craig, Fil more, and Buchanan, so as to concentrate a 
column of three hundred men in that country should it he tbund neces- 
ary; the best time for operating being after the rainy season in the 
month of August.
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I have three detachments in the tield at this time: One of fifty men 
from Cantonmcnt Burgwin to visit Abiquin, where the Utah’s frequent 
for the purplose of receiving presents trom the sub·lndian agent. I 

have thong t it advisable to show a force in that vicinity. Another 
detachment from Los Lunas has been directed to proceed up the river 
Pucrco, a favorite rendezvous of the Navajos; and also to visit the 
settlements of Laguna, Cibollella, and Cuvcro. A third detachment 
from Fort Craig is to visit Santa Barbara, the Rio Mcmbrcs, and 
Co per mines, returning over the mountains to their station. 

lh case no outbreak occurs, I have made the following dis ositions 
for the summer’s work to be commenced during my absence : zi) detach- 

ment from Fort Garland to cross the mountains castwardly to find a 
good road from that post to the great plains in the direction of the 
Arkansas. On their return from this, to explore towards Grand river, 
a branch of the Colorado. _/I 

I will start Lieutenant Davis, 3d infantry, about the 20th of May, 
with about twelve thousand rations, to establish a depot at Hatch‘s 
ranche, about ten miles east of Anton Chico, and to remain there until 
towards the last of August. 

Captain Claiborne, regiment mounted rifles, with one hundred and 
twenty men, will start shortly after the lst of June, from Fort Stanton, 
to look out a road from Fort Stanton, over the mountains, to the great 
plains, as tar east as the Pecos river, examining up this river to Hatch’s 
ranche, where he will be resupplied with provisions, continuing his 
exploration by the northern edge of the Llano Estacado to the Cana- 
dian, as tar as Utah creek, returning by the Canadian and Conchos to 
the depot, where, as the Comanches trouble the settlers every summer, 
he will give protection until the middle of August, when he will return 
to his station. 

Another detachment of two hundred men from Fort Union and 
Cantonmcnt Burgwin is to rendezvous at Abiquin on the 15th of June, 
which is as early as the grass will be good; Captain Macomb, topo- 
graphical engineers, is to accompany this detachment. His duty will 
be to examine tor a wagon road from Abiquin to the mouth of the 
Tuni Chey, on the San Juan river, which is in close proximity to the

' 

largest and most iertile planting grounds of the Navajos. The com- 
mand having escorted Captain Macomb on this duty, will continue its 
explorations to Fort Defiance. Another detachment of one hundred 
men, under Captain Sykes, from Los Lunas, will proceed to Fort De- 
fiance, and on his way there visit Laguna Cuvero and Zuni. These 
two detachments having arrived at Fort Defiance, will unite with the 
garrison, making a torce of about six hundred and Bfty men, under 
the command ot Major Simonson or Shepherd. This force, divided 
into two or three columns, will continue slowly to explore the country 
to the northwest, west, and southwest, returning to their posts when 
the grass begins to tail. Captain Macomb will he thus enabled to thr- 
nish the department with exact information regarding the Navajo 
country ; their bands, numbers, grazin grounds; in fact, everything 
that it may be necessary to know. Al? these expeditions are to move 
with pack mules.

` 

The commission to run the boundary line between the United States
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and Texas, escorted by one company of the 8th infantry, I have ad- 
vised to come in to Hatch’s ranc e to refit, and Lieutenant Davis has 
been directed to supply their immediate necessities until they can make 
their wants known, and obtain supplies from the depot at Albuquerque. 
It is my intention to relieve the company acting as escort by the com- 
pany of the 8th infantry at Fort Marcy at this point.

_ 

The Navajo nation hds of late occupidd so large a share of public 
attention, and so many contradictory accounts appear in the Public 
journals, that I have believed it necessary to elaborate my report with 
every detail concerning this powerfirl and interesting people. General 
Cowart, the Navajo agent, as returned to the States. I regret his 

interest would not allow him to remain in the country, for he was 
rapidly acquiring the confidence of the Indians. In consequence of 
this, I have deemed it necessary to give particular instructions to the 
commanding ofliccr at Fort Defiance, a copy of which marked 

"A," 
gogether wrtfi my first letter of mstructions, marked "B," I have the 
onor to inc ose. 
During my absence I have directed Lieutenant Wilkins, acting 

assistant adjutant general, to forward all papers from these head- 
quarters, and to advise you of any important matters. 

I am very respectfully, your obedient Eervant, 
WNEVILLE B. . E. BOI

C 

Ll Col L T 
Colonel 3d inf., comd’g Departinent.

` 

eut. . . nouns 
Asst. Adjt. den., Headquarters of the Army. 

Hnsnousnrsns Dnmnrmnnr or New Mnxrce, 
` 

Santa Fé, February 1, 1859. 

Muon: The department commander directs me to inform you, that 
Major Backus has 

Rein 
relieved from fhrther duty at Fort Defiance, 

in consequence of i ealth. 

This leaves you in command of that important post, and under the 
present circumstances will demand your utmost care and vigilance. 
t is desirable in all your intercourse with the Navajo tribe to display 
firmness in all your acts, tempered by a parental and conciliatory 
department; you will acquire their perfect confidence, showing them 
that though you are determined to give full and ample protection to 
the settlements, you are equally solicitous for their happiness and .· 

prosperity. 

You must bear in mind, that whilst there is an agent for the Nava- 
jos at your post, the Indians must look to him as their chief', to whom 
they rpgpt r<g' er allftpeir difficulties and apply in their wants. I desire 

your u an care u cooperation with that otlicer. 
Under no circumstances will you commence offensive operations 

against these Indians without positive orders from these headquarters. 
I am very respectfully, your obedient ?6vant, 

HN D. WILKINS 
Ist Lieut. 3d ivf, Act. Asst. Adjt.,Geu. 

Brevet Hager O. L. Susrnnnn, 
. »S'.Army, Fort De/lance, New Mexico.

- 

NNO30773
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Hmmeurmrnns Dsmrirnnsr or New Mexico, 
Santa Fé, April 20, 1859. 

Sra: The Navajo agents having successively left their stations at a 
period when our relations with the tribe are of a delicate and im- 
portant character, the department commander feels it his duty to give 
you most specific instructions. 
To the Indian department exclusively belongs all matters refering to 

former treaties and agreements, nor will you take charge of any duties 
in that department except through instructions from these headquar- 
ters. The usual course in matters of diiliculty arising from condition 
of treaties, or of demands made upon the Indians. an agent being 
present, is for the Indian de artment to assemble them in council, 
either in mass, or by its chieii and head men, and there submitting 
the subject to them. In case the tribe refuses to comply, and the 
interpcsition of the military becomes necessary, you will communicate 
the tact to these headquarters, when the necessary instructions will 
be given. Your particular attention is called to my letter of February 
1, l859. Your duty as commander of that post, is te afford full and 
ample protection to the settlements near you, and to all citizens passing 
through the country. 

In the absence of any agent, should the Navajos commit any ag- 
gressive act, you will not consider it as an offense of the whole tribe, 
but at once march to the offending band, taking the head chief with 
you, and demand reparation; and, if it is refused, chastizc the parties 
at fault on the spot. Should citizens following u stolen property, 
come to your post ibrredress and assistance, you will require of them 
ailidavits of all the facts and circumstances of the case, as to the marks, 
numbers, and description of animals or other property stolen, if fully 
satisfied as to the justness of the complaint, you will, as above directed, 
demand immediate restitution of the property from the offenders; and 
failing to obtain it, you will chastise the aggressors. If unable to 
obtain the property stolen, seize, if possible, enough of their property 
to indemnity t 10 complainants. 
These instructions are to govern you in the absence of any authorized 

agent; should an agent be present, you are to be governed by my 
former instructions. . 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN D. WILKINS, 

lst Lieut. 3d Infantry, A. Assist. Acljt. Gen!. 
Orrrcsn Conmsnrse Fort De/ionce, New Mexico. 

17. Colonel Bonneville to the General-in-chiejl 

Hmneunsrsas Dsmnrussr or N nw Mimeo,. 
Sante Fé, New Mexico, July 10, 1859. 

COLONnL: l have the honor to report, for the information of the lieu- 
tenant general commanding the army, that I returned from a tour of 
inspection on the 3d instant, and ibund the current business of the
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department accumulated to such a degree as to delay my report for a 
few days. During my absence the inclosed reports, marked A and B, 
were received. 

A. A commendable aB`air of Sergeant Herron, of company K, 3d 
infantry; the perusal of which will no doubt give the general·in-chief 
as much pleasure as it afforded me. 

B. Copy of a report of a successfhl pursuit of stolen mules, by Lieu- 
tenant Holt, Bd infantry. 

I have also to report that a government surveyor has just returned 
from the Canadian river, where he had been surveying at a point one 
hundred miles east of the settlements, and reports that he and his 

party were cgpvtured by the Camanches and retained as prisoners for 
ve ours. ..ey appear to have left him his instruments, arms, and 

animals, and robbed him of his blankets and provisions. Captain 
Claiborne, regiment mounted rifles, who was at the time in the 
neighborhood with a hundred and twenty men, reports he has gone 
in ursuit. I have already directed reinforcements in that direction, 
andp hope the Indians may receive the punishment they deserve. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Uokmd d 
L. E. BODLYIEVILLE, 

/ 3 in ant 
, comma i rtmeat. 

Lieut. Col. L. Tnoius, 
ry ng dem 

Asst. A4}. Gcn.,`Hcadquarters of the Army, New York city. 

Hsuiomnrmns Los Lmus, N. M., June 6, 1859. 
Sm: On the lst instant a party of five Navajo Indians ran elf a herd 

of sheep, the property of Mr. Antonio José Luna. 
These sheep were being grazed on the Pucrco, about twenty 

miles from this post. I immediately mounted ten men on mules and 
sent them, under Sergeant Herron, of com an K, in pursuit. Mr. 
Luna and his friends accompanied them. The Iihdians were overtaken 
ucar the Sierra of Zuni, but instantly fled at the sight of their pur- 
suers. They were encamped at the time and saw the troops advancing 
from afar. The herd was recovered and a bourro belongin to the 
Indians with it. Mr. Luna estimates his loss at about three Irundred 
sheep, mostly fro·m death duripcg their drive. Two herders (Mexicans) 
were shot with arrows and b éwounded by the Indians when they 
drove off the stock. Sergeant erron seems to have conducted the 
pursuit with vigor and activity; though badly mounted on indifferent 
mules, the estimated travel of one day was ninety miles; this through 
a dry, rocky, and mountainous region. 

am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
` 

O Bd f 
GEO. SY$ES, 

aptoin in ant , common i t. 

Lieut. Jso. D. Wmrms, 
ry Wim 

Act. Asst. Adi. Gen., Santa F5, 

NNO30775
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- Ameeunacus, N. M., July 2, 1859. 

Sm: I have the honor to report that on the 30th of May, 1859, I 

was ordered by the commanding officer of Fort Craig, New Mexico, 
Brevet Ca tain J no. P. Hatch, regiment mounted rifles, to proceed 
without delay with a detachment from companies F and I, regiment 
mounted rifles, to a point on the Rio Grande river opposite the " Adobe 
wall," and pursue a party, supposed to be Indians, who had stolen mules 
belonging to a train from Sonora. On the morning of the 31st May I 

l 
came upon a trail of mules, and , after following it through several canons 
I finally came upon the mules in the possession of three Mexicans and 
one Navajo Indian. I took the four men prisoners, and delivered 
them to the commanding oflicer at Fort Craig; and the mules, thirteen 
in number, were brought to the post and de ivered to the owners.- 

‘ 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
` 

S I 

G. W. H;)LT, 
e 

· 

ieutcnant, 3 in a . 

Lieut. Jno. D. Wmrms, 
f my 

_ 

Act. Asst. Adj. Gen. , Santa F6, M M 

18. Colonel Bonneville to the Cenera1~in-chief. 

Hsnneenarnrs Dnrsarimglr or |upimeo, 
ate é, y 15, 1859. . 

I have the honor to report for the information of the general·in- 
chief that, as I already have advised you, I expected to leave on a tour 
of inspection, which I did on the morning of the 2d of May, in com- 
pany with Major Donaldson, assistant quartermaster, Surgeon Sloan, 
medical department, and Lieutenant R. Jones, acting ordnance ofiicer, 
Colonel Grayson being too sick to accompany me was left behind, and 
Lieutenant Wilkins, acting assistant adjutant general, was left in 
charge of the current duties of the oflice. In our route we visited the 
operations of the Artesian well expedition under Captain Pope, at 
Galisteo, the depot at Albuquerque, the companies at Los Lunas, and 
Fort Craig, and reached Fort Thorn on the 12th of May. We found 
the public property from that post had all been moved to Fort Filmore; 
we found four men still there moving the wiuplow casings, &c. The 
hospital building, in complete order, had been oft in char e of a Mr. 
Barnes, on condition of his preserving the property, &c., disc a stere- 
room for parties passing and repassing, in case it should be wanted. 
Here we received a letter from Doctor Steck, Indian agent for the 
Apaches, requesting me to appoint a rendezvous, and agreed to wait a 
day for him at the Mimbres. Next morning we preceded to Mule 

spring, and then turning south twelve miles came to a quagmire called 
ook spring, and near it a small rivulet,.both sinking in two hundred 

yards. Here we struck one ofthe stations of the overland mail route, 
a little hut with four men; we found these stations on the whole route 
at from eighteen to twenty miles apart with four men each. We cou-
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tinued our journey through a pass in the mountains and came to the 
Mimbres valley, camping on the Mimbres river, about two miles above 
the overland mail station, where we had appointed to meet Doctor 
Steck; here we rested all the next day, and in the evening Doctor 
Steck arrived. The next day proceeded to another quagmire called 
Cow spring, and, as it a station ofthe overland mail, we continued on 
about six miles, turning to the northwest,and went up a canon into 
the Burro or second range of mountains about nine miles, and encamped 
at a cienaga or wet meadow of about ten acres where we found water 
and grass for our animals. Not wishing to take the back trail the 
next morning, I sent the guide to the west and southwest to see if he 
could not find an outlet to take us on to the main route, in which he 
succeeded. The next morning we took this cut-off and came again to 
the main route on the western slope of the Burro mountains; our road 
lay west over a valley about forty miles wide towards Stein’s peak, 
which appeared in the distance. As we descended into this valley or 

pleya 
the mirage {presented to our view lakes, harbors, bridges, ships, 

an all manner o water scenes changing continually as we approached. 
On the lower level, for twenty miles, the dust was so light and impal- 
pable that it arose at the slig test cause, even the movement of a single 
man could be seen at two or three miles, this, with the hot sun of that 
latitude, was suifocating. In this level we found two stations of the 
Overland Mail Company, the first drawin water from the station at 
Soldier’s Farewell, and they at Soldier’s §arewell from the eienaga, 
making a distance of thirty miles that they brought the water; the 
second station get theirs from a hole or spring about fourteen miles to 
the southwest. We reached Stein’s Peak station a little before sunset, 
and the water was so scarce that we did not succeed in watering our 
animals until near two o’clock in the morning; here we found about fifty 
Indians, men, women, and children around the station, living apparently 
on the most friendl terms with the inmates. As a general ru e, at all 
the stations of the hfail Company, I found the horses were turned out 
to raze without herders or a guard, and in ease they estrayed the 
Indians were sent after to brin them in, receiving as a reward some 
corn; I had a talk with the Indians, who appeared to make very fair 
promises. On this day we met a pedestrian traveling the road, appar- 
ently in perfect confidence, with a k on his back, and without any 
arms; shortly after a horseman witiiagnly a revolver. Next morning 
we continued our journey west up one of the canons of Stein’s peak or 
third range of mountains for several miles, and then turning to the 
south we entered a clfasm in the mountains, appearing as if it were 
split in two to allow the road to ; at the bottom of this we found 
an excellent road, scarcely brosdmginough for two mens, winding 
around the 'utting points of the preeipitous eleva sides of the 
mountain. This let us out upon the western slope of the third range, 
the valley of San Simon, twenty miles wide, laying before us. At 
the river San Simon we found an overland mail station; no water 
nearer than twelve or fourteen miles. The bed of the San Simon 
was perfectly dry. The channel, over which there was a bricgge, 
is about four feet wide by two feet dee . Here we found a r. 

Barnes, with a commercial train of eight wagons, who had left 

his wagons, and sent his oxen, almost famished for water, to the 

Nmosowr
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cienaga at the head waters of the San Simon, about twelve or fourteen
i 

miles off, whilst he himself had gone to Stein’s Peak station, to see 
if he could get water enough, to pass his train the next day through 2 

the country, and, mentioned as the result of his observation, that the 

could probably get one half the train through at a time; this Mr.
Q 

Barnes has lived a long time in this country, and follows freighting as 
a business. 
We continued on, and having passed the San Simon, encountered s 

the same impalpable dust, spoken of before, for about twelve miles, e 

and in a fow miles further reached Aubrcy"s hole; we found some 
water in the holes in the canons near by; whilst here the overland 
mail passed us. The next day we continued on through what is termed i 

the Apache pass, a gap in the Chiricahua mountains, or fourth range, 
where we found an overland mail station, and learned from them that 
the only water they got was from the water holes in tl1e mountains 
about three miles off. VVe continued on for five or six miles, and came 
to a hole in the rocks, where we found some water. As our animals had

§ 

suffered for two or three days back, I determined to stop there to water
i 

and graze our animals, whilst I sent six miles in advance to examine and
i 

see if water could be found. We continued on the six miles and turned 
up towards the mountains, dug in the bed of one of the mountain 
torrents, and with difficulty got enough water to last us for the night. 
The next day we continued on twenty-four miles towards the Dragoon i 

range of mountains, where there was an overland mail station, passed
i 

another station in the pleya, with mirage as before, but not so exten- f 

sive, and arrived at Dragoon, or fifth range of mountains. Here we
i 

found an overland mail station, and one or two families of Indians
{ 

living in the neighborhood; met a man with a go-cart, and some few 
things, trading with the Indians just returned from the Chiricahua § 

mountains, unarmed, and said he wanted to accompany us, as, when 
he came out, he had met three hundred Indians in the Whetstene § 

range of mountains, and was afraid to pass through, as they were a
I 

new Indian he had never seen before, which we agreed to. Sent our 
animals two or three miles up into the mountains where there was 
some water in holes. Next day we continued west for about four miles

l 

on the overland mail route, and then leaving it, turned southwest ¥ 

course on the Fort Buchanan road towards the San Pedro, a stream on 
the rapids, about ten foot wide, and a foot and a half deep in the 
middle. We then continued our course on tothe ass in the Whet- 
stone, or sixth range of mountains, where we reacllfed about sunset. 
By digging in the sand and gravel we found water enough for the 
night. It is well to mention, that in almost every mountain we met, 
we could see by the fires and smokes that the Indians were there busy 
preparing their winter’s food. Next day continued on to the southwest 
over rolling prairies, and on the 22d of May came to Fort Buchanan, 
on the southeast slope of the Santa Rita mountains; remained at Fort 
Buchanan four days inspecting the post and rentting. Here we sent 
our escort to Dragoon spring, with orders to wait for us and fill the

j 

vessels with water, that we might not be delayed. On the 27th, 
taking Colonel Reeves with us, we went down the valley ofthe Sonoita 
creek for a day and a half. The valley closes sometimes into canons, 
rocky and precipitous, not thirty yards wide, at others forming open- 
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ings so as to give farms of a hundred acres. There are several 
farms in this valley. The Sonoita creek may be looked upon as a 
branch of the Santa Cruz river, although it sinks before reaching 
it. Having turned the southern point of the Santa Rita mountains, 
we entered the valley of the Santa Cruz river, which is a wide, 
retty valley all the way down, and continued on as far as Tubae. 

Here the Mexicans had formed a arrison of one hundred and eighty 
men; and at.Tucson, one hundred and sixty men. The public build- 

iglgs 
at the former place have been taken possession of by the 

e cers of the Sierra Colorado Company, and a town laid off. Those 
at Tucson are much in the same condition. These two places have 
such a reputation for unhealthiness, in addition to the objection of 
having troops stationed in towns, that I accordingly looked elsewhere.

“ 

Here we met the onieers of the' Sierra Colorado Mining Company, who 
politely asked us to visit the mines at Arivaca, which we gladly 
accepted, as we desired to know what the resources of the country 
were. After visiting this mine we went to the mines of Sopora, then 
struck the Santa Cruz river at La Canoa, went down it passing Xavier, 
reached Tucson on the 21st of Ma . Xavier seems to be pueblo of 
Indians; it has an old church which is still the admiration of all who 
visit that part of the country. There is a point near here recommended 
as a site for a dpost, but represented to be of so sickly a character that it 
was not consi ered. 
Tucson is a neat little town on the edge of a eienaga, or wet meadow, A 

made by the sinking of the Santa Cruz river, and it was refreshing to 
see the green grass and cottonwood trees growing in this meadow after 
traveling through so arid and burnt up a region as we had passed over. 
Here we met the Indian agent, Mr. Walker, who appeared to be a man 
of intelligence and devoted to his duty. He represented his Indians, 
the Pimos, Pappagos, and others, as friendly and entirely under control. 
Next day, accompanied by the agent and one or two of the citizens, I 

went up to examine a site for a military post about northeast ten miles 
and at the southern base of the Tucson mountains, and returned in the 
evening to Tucson. Next morning we turned homeward, taking the 
overland mail route, passing to the north of the Santa Rita mountains, 
stopped at a cienaga about thirty miles from Tucson, at the head of 
creek that we saw running at the southern face ofthe same mountains, 
an overland mail station being about a mile beyond. Next day con- 
tinued along the mail route to the San Pedro, Jassing the Whetstone 
range twenty-four miles, and went south up this river six miles and 
encamped. Continued our journey eastwardly along the mail route 
fifteen miles, and joined our escort and wagons at Dragoon pass, where 
we halted some time. Here we found water about three miles up the 
canon in holes, some distance fhrther up the creek than before. The 
escort, before our arrival, had fortunately filled our vessels with water, 

. 
enabling us to continue our journey twelve miles into the pleya, where 
we encamped. 
June 5.——Centinued our journey east on the overland mail route, 

passing its stations and pleya’s, as before mentioned, until our arrival 
at Coo ’s spring, on the 9th of June, where we nooncd, and learned 
that Mr. Barnes, whom we met before freightin , had, on his return, 
between Stein’s peak and the eienaga, in the liurro mountains, lost 
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twelve oxen out of his eight teams from the heat and want of water, 
and that at the mail station of Ojo de Vacca they had lost two horses,

t 

taken out of their corrol at night, supposed to be by Indians; and at 
Cook’s spring the mail station had lost five or six animals, together 
with five or six animals of a detachment of soldiers from Fort Fillmore, 
all reported to have been stolen by the Indians. After halting, we pro- 
ceeded on the mail route to Mesilla, and halted twenty-seven miles east 
of Cook’s sprin . Next day contined our route thirty-eight rrriles to 
Mesilla, on the Sie Grande, it being)sixty-five miles from Cook’s sprin . 

Q 
At Mesilla we met the Hon. M r. - helps, Judge Hart, and Dr. Stecg, 
the Indian agent. On the llth of une, Saturday, roceeded four 
miles down the river, where we crossed; the river was high; traveled 
two miles down and arriged at Fort Fillmore on the llth of June; 
remained on the 12th at t is st.

· 
. A . 

June 13.—Moved down to Fort Bliss in company with Jud Hart. 

i 

Remained at Fort Bliss the 14th, 15th, and 16th; during this time 
E 

visited our consul, Mr. Diffendorfer, at El Paso, and on the 17th 

§ 
returned to Fort Fillmore. On the 19th started for Fort Stanton, 

l 

going north through a pass in the Organus mountains, and encamped 
at San Augustine spring, at the eastern base. The spring is a small 
dripping from a bank of one of the mountain torrents, and wets the 
ggounigor about thirty yards, in which, by digging, s little water is 

§ 
o tain 
June 20.—Left San Augustine spring and reached San Nicholas, 

eighteen miles. — This forms a very pretty little brook of fine water to 
the opening of the canon, where it sinks. ¥Ve left the road four miles 

E to reach this water, and stopped to refresh our mules; afterwards con- 
tinued on eastwardly twenty miles to the sand-hills, where, by digging, 
we found a little water im regnated with sulphur and salt. These 
sand-hills are remarkably white and extend for miles. 
June 2l.—Left sand-hills and proceeded eastwardly seventeen miles 

towards the Dog canon, and as we approached the base of the moun- 
tains turned north to the Alamo Gordo; found a small spring running 

, 
here which soon sinks in the prairie. This spot gives evidence of 
having been a planting gxround for the Indians during a long period, 

§ 
and the canon from whic this spring has its source is the place where 

§i¢i)utenant Lazelle had his first fight with the Apaches on the 8th ef' 
5 e ruar 

, 
Contiiiued along the base of the mountains and in six miles passed 

j 

the San Luz or Oja de la Luz. Here we found Indians that the super- 
intendent of Indian affairs had located, and who were tilling the 

A ground; they were encamped on a little creek that did not quite reach 
r 

the road. Continued along the mountains about sixteen miles to the 
eienaga, several miles in extent, in which the river Tulerosa sinks. 
Here we found cottonwood, willow trees, and rushes. Not finding a 
place to encamp here, we continued four miles up the Tulerosa, over 
white sandstone hills, to a spot where we found good water and grass 
for the first time. The Tulerosa is a stout stream, runs rapidly, with 
a narrow and difficult valley to ascend. Mr. Carley, the superintend- 
cpt and farmer insprugging ghe Indians, encamped with us, and left us 
tie next mornin or ort tanton. 

s 

June 22.—Cor§:inued up the Tulerosa, crossed a bridge and a high
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ridge and encamped on the Carisso. Passed a quartermastefs train 
bound for Fort Bliss. On the Tulerosa Tssed a settler’s hut, his wife 
and children there, but the man out in t e mountains cutting timber. 
VVe had a heavy rain during the night. Twenty-third left our camp, 
crossed the Ruidoso and up it, crossed it then to Eagle Pass, and 
reached Fort Stanton, on the Rio Benito, at ll a. m. Our route lay 
this day so as to turn the Sierra Blanco by the south and east; it first 
a peared to us north, enveloped in clouds. The afternoon of our arrival 
there was a violent hail storm at the post that lasted forty minutes- 
the hail almost as large as a hen’s egg—·-which beat down the gardens

_ 

and did much damage, and, as I afterwards learned, killed a great
$ 

many sheep that they were herding in that country. 
The scenery around this post is very irnposin ; the Sierra Blanco 

towering for above the others in the south, and fhe Sierra Capitan in 
the north. Twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and twenty·sixth, remained 
at Fort Stanton. In the meantime visited the settlements on the 
Benito river. The Benito river unites with the Ruidoso about twelve 
miles below and forms the river Hondo. Here we met Lieutenant Peck 
and ten men of Lieutenant Lazelle’s command on the Pecos, en route 
to Fort Stanton, and was informed that Captain Stoneman and com- 
mand had passed through the settlements. 

Jane 2'I.—Left Fort Stanton for Santa Fé, and passed west of Capi- 
tan mountains to Patos creek, eighteen miles, where we watered and 
rested; these are a collection of small springs, running but a short 
distance and then sinking. Filling our water vessels we continued to 
the forks of the Anton Chico road, about eight miles; continued six 
miles further, and encamped without water. 

June 28.—Proceeded to the Gallinos mountains. After searching for 
water several miles without success, continued on. Believing we could 
stay here all night we had enca-_ _»ed, but were obliged to start again 
at 6 p. m., and continued to the Huajez, twenty-seven miles, where we 
found a little water so pntrid the animals would not drink it. At day- 
light continued our journey to the Puenta de Agua, twelve miles, where 
we found a small brook dammed up, thus having traveled one hundred 
miles in forty-eight hours, with alittle or no water. We remained 
here until 4 p. m., sending our animals four miles to graze. At 4 
p. m., we went to Manzana and encamped; lad a fine storm as we 
encamped. At Puenta de.Agua the people had abandoned their fields 
for want of water to irrigate. · 

June 30.—Major Donaldson wishing to go direct to Santa Fé we 
parted; Major Donaldson, Surgeon Sloan, and Lieutenant Jones, going 
y Torreon, Tegeique Chillili, Cibolo spring, and Galisteo, to Santa 

Fé. I turned off and encamped at the head of the canon at Cedar 
springs; good grass; twenty·six miles. 

July 1.-—Continued through the canon Carnwell, twenty-six miles, 
to Albuquerque. In this pass Captain Macomb, topographical engi- 
neers, has labored, and has made a very fine, substantial road out 
of an almost impassable one. On the 2d, left for Algodones, and 
reached Santa F6 on the 3d. It-will be seen by the foregoing that 
Fort Buchanan lies west of six ranges of mountains, with pleyas or 
valleys lying between, of from twenty to forty miles wide. The mount- 
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ains break to allow the road to pass, and tlne road itself may be said 
tobe a good road {br its length. \Vith very few exceptions the water 

is ibund in the elevated canons of the mountains, and exceedingly 
scarce in the dry season, sometimes sinking in a few yards, and at 
others running in the valleys tbr some miles, as in the case cf the 
Himbres and Santa Cruz rivers. The San Pedro being the only per- 
manent water course that does not sink. In consequence of the great 
scarcity of water, I look upon that country as inaccessible for the move- 
ment of troops, commercial trains, or ibr stock driving, until after the 
rains in the months of July and August. 

I The mountain ranges run north and south, with the exception of 
i the \Vhite, Pinal, and Mount Graham, which, ranging east and west, 
i 

throw their waters through the Rio Chiquis to Celorado; the Prieto or 
Salado and Gila westwardly, as tributaries to the River Colorado. 
Mines.-As for the mineral region, the valley of the river Santa 

Cruz, from all I could learn, appears to be a net work of mineral veins. 
Silver mixed with copper, and silver mixed with lead, extending, as 
some suppose, much iiirther west. The principal mines I saw were 
the Santa Rita and the Sierra Colorado; the latter we visited, and also 
the works at Arivaca, at the invitation of Mr. Lathrop, and the other 
oilicers of the company, who very politely showed us their works in 
operation, and some of their best specimens. The machinery is worked 
with mule-power; and, as far as the means of the company went, it 
was my opinion they were doing wonderihlly well. It was the gen- 
eral impression that, if the proper machinery, worked by steam, was 
put up, that the mines would yield well. The greatest average claimed 
for the silver mixed with copper was two hundred dollars a ton, and 
for the silver mixed with lead fifty dollars. g 

In the incipient state of mining in that country there is no telling 
the number of men that will be employed, and the value of the mines 
that may be discovered. The laborers are all Mexicans from Sonora., 
and the supplies, except what few things are obtained from the sutler’s 
store at Fort Buchanan, come from Sonora, and in general terms that 
part of the country may be said to be a dependency of Sonora, and must 
remain so until all the lands on the Santa Cruz and San Pedro rivers. 
are brought into cultivation to the full extent of their waters. 
Whilst at the Sierra Colorado mines Mr. Lathrop handed me the-, 

g 
inclosed paper, marked "C," of Mr. Ehrenberg, mdorsed by him._ 
As I considered this a subject more for the consideration of the execu- 
tive of the Territory and the superintendent of Indian affairs, I gave 

? each of those gentlemen a colpy. 
Indians under A ent Wal er.-—From what I could see, and from; 

i conversation with the Indian agent, Mr. Walker, I am satisfied that 
* 

all the Indians west of the meridian of Tucson are friendly, and have 
always been so; cultivating corn and beans in large quantities,amt 
sold to such an extent this year that they left themselves destitute,. and` 

were obliged to go into the Whetstone range and dig mescal; these: 
o 

are the Indians Mr. Gay, the man with the go·cart, saw. East of that t 

line they are all Apaches, of different names, and until the last two or 
three years, have always been at war; and, although they appearto 
be exceedingly friendly, it is almost impossible to say how long this 
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state of things may last. In case they should break out. the Overland 
Mail Company would require strong escorts to protect it through the 
canons, and the settlements would he obliged to torm themselves into 
villages to protect themselves. All these Indians live in the Chirica- 
hua mountains, or north of the Gila, in the Pihal or \Vhite mountains; 
and, if it is the intention to develop the agricultural resources of the

I Santa Cruz and the San Pedro valleys, I would suggest garrisons be 
placed between those settlements and the Indians. One, tor instance, 
of two com nies at the Tucson mountains, and another of the same

Q 

size on the Sdn Pedro, on the mail route, or a tow miles north of it.
l 

The oflicers of Fort Buchanan recommend the post be moved to the Q 

San Pedro; but, in my opinion, their selection is too far north to he 
of value to the settlementsof the San Pedro and the mail route. I 

inclose their recommendation, marked "A," which I have delayed 
until I could see for myself. It` it should be decided to place tour com- 
anies at one post, I would recommend the San Pedro; but, if it is to 

be of two companies only, I would recommend at the Tucson mount- 
ains, where it would give protection to the settlements already com- 
menced. 
F ort Buchanan.—Fort Buchanan I look upon as entirely out of posi- 

tion, it being southeast from Tucson forty-five miles in a direct line, 
thirty-five to forty miles from the mail route, and from eighty to one 
hundred and twenty miles from Tucson by the traveled road, and on 
the opposite side of the mountain. The post is built more like a village 
than a military post. It extends down the slope of a low ridge even 
into the valley. I inelose a report of Surgeon Sloan, marked "B," 
which will give you information as to the health of this post and other 
parts of the country. There are no store-houses, except temporary 
sheds covered with tarpaulins. The men’s quarters are jacals, built 
of upright poles, daubed with mud, so that the post will have to be 
rebuilt, and it had better be put in the right place at once. In its 
present position, should acampaign be made against the Apaches it 
would be too far from the homes of the Indians for a depot; whereas, 
if the two posts I have recommended be established, they would furnish 
each a hundred men to campaign in the Indian country, which would 
be enough for all ordinary purposes; and would soon be surrounded 
by cultivators and farmers who would supply the post with corn, beef, 
and fodder. Should, however, a force of more than two hundred men 
be required, the ost at San Pedro would answer as a depot for all the 
troo s in the field. We have not the troops in the department to spare 
for these posts; and, if the companies detached to California could be 
recalled, they would, in addition to the force already there, give ample 
protection to that portion of the department. A 

Indians under Agent Stcck.——In my two interviews with Doctor 
Steck, agent for the Apaches, he informed me that he had assembled 
the Indians on the Gila, near the old depot of the G·ila expedition, was 
living alone among them, and instructing them howto plant; that 
from their exertions and industry he had much to hope, and that, 
although . there might be some few rogues among them, the mass of 
them were desirous of being at peace-so much so, that they would 
not allow him to travel about for hunting or other purposes without 
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sending two of their people with him, for fear some accident might 
happen and sugpicion be thrown upon them. lt is well to remark 
here, the name paches is a general one, and that Mogollon Apaches, 
Gila Apaches, Mimbres Apaches, Chirieahua Apaches, and Pihal 
Apaches, merely designate their locality. The (Tayoteros, living in 
in the \Vhite mountains, form an exception, as well as the Mescaleros 
Apaches, living east ot` the Rio Gram e, so called t` rom a plant they 
eat. 

That the copper mines towards the head of the Mimbres were being 
» worked, and employed one hundred and eighty men, and the proprie- 

tors were desirous of working four hundred; that the laborers, &c., 
§ 

were chiefly Mexicans from Chihuahua, and were viewed bythe Indians 

{ 

as enemies ot` old standing, and that already one indian had been 

j 

killed, and a Mexican, by way ot' retaliation. llc urged me to semi 
‘ an oflicer and twenty men to the mines to prevent. fhrther difficulties, 

j 

which l did at once, from Fort Fillmore. The valley of the Mimbres 
is beginning to be settled, and we together believed that a post located 
on the southeast of the Burro mountains, eight or ten miles north of the 
overland mail station, (where there is plenty of wood and water,) over- 
looking the valley, would have a moral influence over the surrounding 
Indians, and would also cover the country laid open by the abandon- 

i ment of Fort Thorn. Doctor Steck told me that since the G-ila expe- 
dition thc Apaches have left the Mogollon and Burro mountains, and 
that only a tow remained in the Mimbres. Agreeing with the Doctor, 
I immediately ordered company " C," rifles, commanded by Lieuten- 

i ant Howland, together with one hundred men under Major Gordon, to 
locate the company at that point. I gave directions, after performing 
this duty, Major Gordon and the hundred men should show his com- 
mand to the Indians on the Gila and at the copper mines, and then 
return to his station. I believe, from the point of the Burro mount- 
ains, a good road to the Gila, and continuing north of the present 
road, will give a good road to the station at San Pedro, with an abund- 
ance of water for all traveling purposes. This point would also be 
in a proper location for a depot in case of hostilities, and, united with 
the one recommended on the San Pedro, would be all that would be 

_ 
required. I have established this company in a permanent camp, sub- 
ject to your approval, my design being to make it a two company post, 
by drawing another company from Fort Fillmore. 
Fort Bliss.-—At Fort Bliss, as the consul ha.d written to me that the 

f property of our citizens was endangered from the revolutionary move- 
ments in that country, I concluded, as the post was under the command 
of a lieutenant, that our interests there required an officer of higher 

L? 

grade. I directed Major Ruff to proceed there at once. Sickness in 
up 

his family prevented his going, and I ordered Captain Elliot, with his 
g company, to proceed there and relieve Captain J ones’s company, then 

under the command of Lieutenant Jackson. 
, 

Upon my arrival at Fort Bliss I.found Captain Elliot in command, 
¥ and with him visited the American consul and Mexican authorities. 

, p 
I believe no cause exists for alarm. My instructions to Captain Elliot 

§ were to keep up friendly and social intercourse with the authorities on 

i 

the other side, and, in ease difiicultics arose among the masses, that 
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they might, unless the difhculties were of a serious character, settle 
them in a quiet way, without recourse to formal official correspondence; 
that the authorities at Washington did not desire to be troubled with 
the petty squabbles occasionally occurring on the frontier. 

Fort Stanton.——I found Fort Stanton very judiciousiy located, healthy, 
and with an abundance of wood, water, and grass a little distant ; but 
that they can easily drive to. The settlements around the Fort were in 
a thriving condition, and increasing. From what I saw, I think there 
will be about twelve thousand bushels of corn raised, besides wheat and ‘ 

oats. In the mountains I saw large droves of sheep. I found Captain 
Claiborne absent with a command of one hundred and twenty 1nen 
lookin

S 

out a ass to the river Pecos, as I had before directed. I 

learned, whilst here, that Captain Stoneman, 2d cavalry, with troops, 
was in the neighborhood of the fort. What his object was, I do not 
know. 

I am happy to say that I was pleased with the condition of the troops 
at the osts I visited, and the apparent care and economy with which 
the ublic property was managed. 
Ihave commenced this report with a journal of my tour, in order 

that the general-in-chief may be able to form a correct opinion of every- 
thing pertaining to that country, and be able to judge my recommend- 
ations.

` 

I am, sir, respectfblly, your obedient servant, 
B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 

Colonel 3d infantry, commanding department. 
Lieutenant Colonel L. Tnomas, 

Asst. Acyt. Genl., U S. A., New York city. E 

19. Colonel Bonneville to the General-»in-chiejl 

Hmnovxxrrsns Dsrxnrmnrrr or New Msxrco, 
t Santa Fé, N M., July 17, 1859. 

P GOLONEIIZ I have the honor to report, for the information ofthe lieu- 
tenant- eneral commanding the army, that the superintendent of Indian 
affairs at the Territory desires to have a talk with the Comanches who 
lately interfered with the government surveyors on the Canadian river. 
For that object, he and myself will leave Santa Fé for the Canadian on 
the 18th- instant, and may be absent twenty days. Lieutenant Colonel 
Johnson, lst cavalry, now on a tour of inspection of this department, 
will accompany us. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
c 

B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 
Colonel 3d infantry, commanding department. 

Lieutenant Colonel L. Tuomis, Asst. Adjt. Gen., 
Headquarters of the Army,_New York city. 
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20. Colonel Bonneville to the Generoldnéchief. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT or NEW Mexico,
_ 

Santa Fé, N. JL, August 6, 1859. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report to the general·in-chief that, in 
accordance with my intention as expressed in a former communication, 
I visited Utah creek, on the Canadian river, in company with Colonel 
Collins, superintendent of Indian affairs, for the purpose of having a 
talk with the Comanche Indians located on that frontier. Although 

Q 
advised of our approach and intentions, our exertions to meet them 
failed, they having iled to the northeast. 

Justice to the Indian department, as well as myself, requires I should 
state that the surveyors have taken contracts and pushed their surveys

' 

one hundred miles east of our most advanced settlements, working right 
in the homes of the Indians. The Indians, thinking their country was 
about to be taken away from them, at once became alarmed, and sur- 
rounded one of these parties, detaining them a few hours as prisoners, 

S 

as I have before reported. These Indians have been, for a longtime, 
in the habit of trading on this frontier. Tlie Mexicans have also been 

§ friendly with them, and it would he unfortunate to interrupt this inter- 

§ 
course without proper cause. 

i I found the country we passed over, and about which so much has 
been said, perfectly worthless, which was the opinion of all present. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 

Colonel 3d infantry, commanding 
Lieut. Col. L. Tnozuas, Asst. Aeykt, Gen., 

Headquarters ofthe Army, New York city. 

l 

‘ 
"`—""_`"‘ 

I 
21. Colonel Bonneville to the Generol··in·c}uZe_/I

p 

p 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT or New Mexico, 

i 

Santa Fé, N. MQ, August 6, 1859. 

{ 
COLONEL: I have the honor to report, for the information of the 

l general-in-chief, that the commanding officer of Fort Buchanan reports 

A 
some eighty head of animals, belonging to the Sonora Mining and 

I 

Exploring Company, Arizona, were stolen by the Chirieahua Apaches. 
A command from the post was immediately sent in pursuit. Subse- 

quent information has been received from the same source that fifty · 

R 

head of these animals were recovered by persons from the mines who 
were in pursuit, and that two Chiricahua Indians brought to the pest 
eleven more, recovered by one of their chiefs. This chief, named

_ 

Chess, states that, having heard of the robbery, he sent andrecovered 
these animals. He says "they were stolen by a hand of Chmeahuas, 

. headed by a chief named Parte, and that t ey supposed when they 
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took them that they were in Sonora, and that the animals belonged to 
M¢ixicans." 

f H bed am ve res t u our o ient servant,
8 

._ 

y, y 
B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 

. Colonel 3d infantry, commanding department. 
@ Lieut. Col. L. Tuonuts, Asst. A¢l;t. General, 
. Headquarters of the Army, New York city. 

i 

A 22. Colonel Bonneville tothe Generol~in·ch·i¢

‘ 
· Hmnemiarsas DEPARTMENT or Nsw Mexico, 

¤ Santa Fé, N M, August 14, 1859. 
; Comm: As I informed the lieutenant general·in-chief in the spring, 
, 

I have had a large force in the Navajo country, supporting the Indian 
; department in their demands against these people, and at the same

} 

i time making a reconnoissance of their country. The Indian depart-
E 

{ 
ment has large claims against these Indians for property said to have

g 

been stolen from Mexicans andeothers. As there appears to be a want * 

g of power in the chiefs of the nation to comply with the demands, I 

i 
urged upon the superintendent the propriety of modifying his instruc· 
tions to the agent so as to give the Indians more time, as I was satisfied · 

= that the majority of them were desirous of eace, and would not fight 
; on any terms. I am gratified to find that he has somewhat modified

{ 

- his instructions.
g 

j 

Without attempting to pass any judgment on the character of the 
‘ 

claims, I have determined to support the demands, as you will see by l 

g 
the inclosed instructions to the commanding ofHcer at Fort Defiance, 
marked "A." ’ 

I also inclose a copy of Major Simonson’s report, (marked "B,") 
l 

which gives a complete understanding of the present state of affairs 
with the Navajos- 

. The views of the Indians in regard to their losses by robbery, &c., 
` 

as therein represented, merit attention. The supplementary reports of 
* 

Breyet Major Shepherd and Captain Walker I will transmit by next 
i man .

T 

S 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C 
B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, 

3d in ant commandin rtment. 
‘ 

Lieutenant Colonel L. Tnowis, 
f ry, 9 depa 

Assistant Acliutant General, 
Headquarters of the Army, New York city. 

‘ 

Fonr DEFIANCE, N. M., August 8, 1859. 
Bm: I have the honor herewith to forward reports of Brevet Major 

Shepherd and Captain Walker, commanders of columns of exploration 
in t e Navajo country. These reports are very interesting, the explora-
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tions having been made through a portion of the country heretofbre 
uuexamined by our troops. The oflicers and men deserve much credit ; 

fbr the manner in which this duty has been executed during a very 
inclement season.

‘ 

Since my last report the conduct of the Indians has been pacific. . 

Huero Miles and Larcillo Largo, notwithstanding their refusal to sign
; 

A a paper reiterating the pledges made in the treaty of December last, 
have been actively engaged in bringing in stock as indemnity for prop-

g 

erty said to have been stolen by Navajos. In fact, all the wealthy and i 

influential men of the nation are solicitous for peace, and are assisting 
Q 

in restoring the reputed stolen property. 

E 
Donbtless the present force in their country has done much towards ` 

{ bringing about the present state of treling existing among them. The l 

2 

ladrones (or bad men, as they call them) are undoubtedly the thieves, 
and commit the dcpredations. These have nothing to lose, and if war 

{ 

were made upon them now, the innocent and those most active for the i 

, 
preservation of peace would be the sufferers. 

‘ 

Q 

It is an unqucstionable fact that many horses and sheep have been
i 

stolen on the frontier and settlements by the N avajos, but there is reason
g 

to believe that the numbers are very greatly exaggerated, and it is very i 

doubtful if a single murder has been committed by them since the peace i 

of December last. They, on the contrary, assert that two of their
` 

people have been murdered; that many of their horses have been stolen; i 

that they have never been offered restoration or remuneration for prop-
[ 

erty or people, and they claim that their losses should be taken into 
account. Another complaint is that their agents (tatoes) are frequently . 

changed befbrc they can become acquainted with them; that from the } 

death of Mr. Dodge to the arrival of Major Baker no agent apparently
i 

took any interest in their affairs. I would state that Major Baker has
g 

acquired their confidence, and is popular among them. They have
Q 

evinced no hostility towards the troops, made no objections to explora· 
tions of their country, and have furnished guides and inibrmation when 
requested. At this moment they are endeavoring to procure contribu- 
tions ot` sheep and horses, and say they will indemnity claimants for 
stolen property as far as they are able. Whatever the oflenses of these 
people may have been heretofbre, their present conduct will not justify 
ostilities against them. I have the concurrence of Major Baker (their 

agent) in this opinion. 
Having reserved the hay ground from which we are now cutting and 

putting up hay, the grazing in the vicinity of the post has become very 
} short, and unless recent rains bring forward the grass rapidly, I may 
E be compelled to send the mounted troops to ‘s‘ Bear Spring" for grazing 

purposes. My instructions are to continue explorations until the 15th 
of September, if grass is sufficient, but do not authorize the return of 
the troops to their several posts at that or any other time. Should the 
department commander deem further operations unnecessary, an order 

E for their return is requisite. Owing to the Want of vegetables, scurvy 
2 

is becoming prevalent, especially among the commands not belonging 
` 

{ 
to this post. 

Since m arrival, all animals at or in the vicinity of post have been 
put upon lialtirations of corn. They receive none when on scouting
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duties, but, even with this reduction, the quantity of corn on hand, 
mcludin that received by Russel’s train this morning, cannot last 
be ond gre lst of September. 
I respectfully add that, in consideration of the above facts, together 

with the peaceful disposition of the Indians, the knowledge of the 

, 

country obtained by t e explorations, and the strength of the perma- 
nent garrison of this post, the expediency of the return of the troops 

1 

to their respective stations is respectfully submitted and recommended. 
` 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

M R M R nd 
J. S)wS%IONSON, 

a-° or . . ., comma ing troops in t P 
avabe count . 

E i First Lieiitenant J. D. Wmuns, 
J ry 

. 
Acting Asst. A¢§t. Gen., Dept. of New Mexico, Santa Fé. 

*

\ 

. 

_

1 

P

l 

Q 
Hsancusnrsns DEPARTMENT or NEW Mexico, f

` 

· 

i 

Santa Fé August 12, 1859. 

j 
Muon: The department commander directs me to inform you that 

the new agent for the Navajos, Mr. Kendrick, carries out further 
a instructions from the superintendent of Indian affairs in regard to 3 

* those Indians. Upon his application you will take possession of any
y 

Indians in flocks he may designate, and hold them subject to his orders. 
{ Should he require you to ppmsh any one party of the Indians, you will 
, 

do so; but this is not to considered as a declaration of war against 
the whole nation, the department commander reserving to himself the 
right to declare a genera war against the Navajos, after consultation 
with the superintendent of Indian affairs. 
Should you, however, observe a general uprising among the Indians, 

. you will immediately commence hostilities. Under such circumstances 
* you cannot act 'too promptly. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN D. WILKINS, 

. First Lieut. 3d infantry, Acting Assist. Atljt. General. 
_ 

Major J. S. SmoNsoN, R. LL R., 
Commanding Fort Defiance, N M ` 

I 

23. Colonel Bonneville to the General-in—chie_/I 

Hunqusnrsas DEPARTMENT or New Mexico, 
Santa Fé, N. M, August 31, 1859. 

» Oomxmnz I have the honor to report, for the information ofthe lieu- 
tenant general commanding the army, that during the t month the 

_ 
various reconnoitering and exploring parties ordered out iigs me have sent 

E in their re rts, copies of which I have the honor to inclose, as follows: 
"A." gport and map of Lieutenant A. E. Steen, 3d infantry. This 

- oBcer reports a practice le wagon road during the summer from Fort

` 

NNO30789
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_ 

Garland, through the mountains, direct to Bent’s Fort, on the Arkan- 
sas river; also a road westwardly from the same post to the Rio Grande, 
and up that river to the San Juan mountains. The report contains

p 

interesting inlbrmation. 
"I5." Report and map of Captain Claiborne, regiment of mounted 

rifles. Captain Claiborne reports a wagon road from Fort Stanton 
eastward to the Pecos and up the west bank of that stream, as imprac- 
ticable. 

g 

You have already been informed that a command was ordered to 
g 

Anton Chico, on account of a diliieulty between the surveyors and
‘ 

Indians. After my return from the Canadian river, Captain Claiborne 
; 

was ordered to his post, and Lieutenant Jackson, regiment of mounted 

; 
rides, was sent to explore a road from Anton Chico to the main road 

{ from Independence. He reports a good road can be made irom the 

{ 

Rabbit Ear to Anton Chico. His report in detail has not yet been 
received. 

E 

" C." Report and map of Lieutenant Lazelle, 8th infantry. Lieuten- 

l 
ant Lazelle commanding escort to boundary commission, reports a good 
wagon road, with abundance of water and grass, can be nmdo from 
Anton Chico to Fort Lancaster, Texas, by following the east bank of 
the Pecos. This road will shorten the communication between Santa 

g Fé, New Mexico, and that post, some two hundred miles. 

{ 

"D." Report ot`Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Reeves, Sth infantry, as 

i 

to the state of the Indians in the vicinity of Fort Buchanan, with 
Captain Ewell’s note inclosed. 

l 
" E. Reports and maps of Brevet Major O. L. Shepherd, 3d inihntry, 

l and Captain Walker, regiment mounted rifles, to accompany Major 
Simonson’s report, already forwarded. 
"F." Report and map of Captain H. B. Schroeder, 3d infantry, of 

a scout into the Navajo county. · 

Our relation: with the Navajos are complicated, and caused me 
much solieitude. They are a numerous and selfisustaining people, 
having large {locks of sheep, and cultivating extensively. The power 

2 

of the chieth appears to he merely nominal, and the entire nation may 
; 

be looked upon as a loose democracy, acknowledging no controling 

f 
power. The attempt to create a chief responsible for the acts of the 
whole nation, appears to have been a failure.

‘ 

You will perceive by the reports that they are anxious for peace, and 
; better disposed towards us than they have been for the last six years. 
i The thieves or ladrones of the nation are supposed not to exceed 

eighteen or twenty, but from some unaceountable reason are beyond 
g 

the control of the remainder. Their manner of stealing appears to be 
by making a visit to the settlements, being apparently in social inter-

i 

course with the people, and suddenly disappearing with some of their 
pro erty. 
The Indian department are pressing large claims against the Navajos, 

80me of which, the Indians say, are unjust, asserting that they have 
killed no one, but on the contrary some of their peoplelhave been killed, 
and property stolen, which they urge should be allowed as offsets for 
what their people have done. 

, I have, as you may have observed, a large command in that country, 

Nuozoroo
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patrolling it in all directions, with the view of obtaining a perfect 
nowledge of it, and of its resources, and also ibr the purpose of being 

present at all the councils, and supporting the agent in every possible 
manner. 

; 
. 

T 
Unfortunately in the last few months there has been a rapid succes- 

Yawn nf agents, and noone agent, however good he may have been, has 
remained long enoughto acquire the confidence of the Indians, and it 
is to this that the present unsettled state of affairs may, in a great 
measure, be attributed. 

It is hoped that the present incumbent may remain with them long 
enough to obtain a thorough knowledge of the nation, their habits and 
customs, and by a judicious course on his part I have no doubt of an 
early adjustment of all the present difficulties. 
You will observe that I had determined not to make a general war 

on this tribe, until I could observe something perverse or hostile in
; 

the mass of the nation, believing as I do that a general war would 
result in converting at least ten thousand people, who are already

i 

endeavoring to sustain themselves by agriculture and stock raising, 
into robbers, who, concealing themselves in the mountains where there 
is no game, would be obliged to sustain themselves by stealing trom 
the settlement, or be thrown upon the charity of the government. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. L. E. BONNEVILLE,

j 

Colonel 3d infantry, commanding Department. { 

Lieut. Colonel L. Tnoms, 
Assistant Adjutant General,

j 

Headquarters of the Army, New York city.
l 

Cane sean Hxrcn’s Itasca, N. M., 
July 10, 1859. 

Sm: I have the honor to inform you of the arrival here of the com- 
mand constituting the escort to the United States boundary commis- 
sion on the Sth instant, having marched from the camp near the 
overland mail road, at Po ’s wells, in 21 marching days, a measured = 

distance of 279 miles. lll); could have marched much more rapidly;
K but the wagons of the commission were heavily laden, and all the ani- 

mals were without corn.
i 

The general health and condition of the men are excellent, and have 
been since the date of my last communication to your headquarters, 
there being at present but one marked case of scurvy among them. 

p 
At the mouth of Benito river Lieutenant L. Peck was given a suliicient 
escort to Fort Stanton to enable him to comply with his instructions 
from headquarters of the department. This detachment, consisting 
of 10 men, has not yet rejoined my command. I should be very glad 
to send to your headquarters a map of our route, but as yet I_ 
have not had sufficient time to complete it: one will be ibrwarded to 
you at the very tirst opportunity. r 

By exceedingly accurate surveys of the Pecos river during our march,
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it is found that the general course is further to the west by from 5 te 
` 

30 miles than is commonly indicated on our maps, and much more 
rqirect, iqasmuch ashit was Oahnost northwest from 32° to 320 

30’ 
;

. 

t rence a most nort to 34 20*; thence almost due northwest to ? 

our 
preziianit fiposgtion. 

Tge road made, or, rather, selected by us is a 

very we e ne one, an was travele over rapidly and readily, fbr i 

e the reason that no country presents for so long a distance fewer obsta- 
r cles inhan almoqt rhrect lrlpc, whilpmtlx groupd is exceedingly firm and 

smoot , partncu ar y on t e west n , 
to t ne Benito river. At the ; 

point of junction of the latter with the Pecos we passed to the east ; 

l side by means of a flying bridge which I constructed, and by means 

j 

of which successfully crossed in sixteen hours 22 wagons and 57,000 
pounds of freight. The valley below this junction, on the side of our 
route, is a broad and beautiful one, and capable of very extensive cul- 
trvation, while on the opposite side the banks are rugged and in many 
placesdprpcnpitous. 

{Thlis 
glqneral salrplenesshotqfeatures continues to the 

1mme ra e vicinity o t e onito, a ve w ic these o osite charac- 

; 

gelristiqs jgpvail to considlerallgle extent; but, by a clnanglci of position, 
if 

, 

. e va uae e portion of t e ecos valle * above that river being on the 
‘ 

eastern side. At f` requent intervals ity expands into broad sind very 

j 

fertile bottom-lands, in many places heavily timbcred with cottonwood. 

i 

In my opinion our route IS the best which can be selected for a road, g 

I 

avoiding, as rt docs, all very prominent natural obstacles. It would, 
however, IH case of extensive travel, be necessary to construct a bridge 

I 

across the Pecos, which could be very readily done at its point of june- { 

, 
tron with the Bomto, as its channel here narrows to about 20 yards, g 

j 

and the banks are quite high and very firm; the average depth of
* 

l 

water about eight fee_t. 
_ 
_The soft 1nud and quncksands of the Pecos

K would prevent a possibrhty of a practicable ford at but very fbw other . 

points of our route along it,' and these not less than 30 to 50 miles 
either above or lpelow that above mentiplned, whichever, when found, l 

must prove at a seasons unsafe while t e marshes in the vicinit of
` 

j 

the mouth of the Benito, and for 20 miles above it, will prevent lioth 

; 

rrvrgps berqg sutcqe;sf$ly tqrned qt goqd fordaple poiints.
b 

. 
ne wa er o e ecos oses a mos entire its isavreea lc saline . 

character above the salt marshes of the Bonitoq not excetcding 25 miles 

above its mouth, and thence up to this point, does not differ except in 
1tS limestone solutions from that point ofthe Rio Grande. f 

f I beg to call your attention to the very great economy of distance 

, 

which would result from using this as a route to San Antonio from 
v Santa Fe. The measured distance from this point to Fort Lancaster, 
o Texas, by the Pecos road, is 445 miles, and to Santa Fé cannot be over 
. 525 miles, while from Santa Fé to Fort Lancaster, by way of the Rio 

Grpndte, iphnot les? than 720 miles}-rq)ak&ng a saving of more than 
200 

m1 es y e sim e construction o a ri e over the Pecos which can 

be_done at very little expense. By this ineans a march dhorter and 
qu1te_as good, if not far better, route can be secured the whole distance; 
and, it may safely be added, that, by avoiding with a little care many 

Nsosoroz



316 narour or rua 

of the bends of the river made by us, necessary to a careful survey of it, 
the distance which we made would be lessened atleast ten per cent. 

I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
H. M. LAZELLE, 

2d Lieut. 8th infantry, eomd’g Boundary Commission Escort. 
Lieutenant J. D. Wrnxnvs, lst Lieut. 3d infantry, 

Acting Asst. Acyt. Gen. Department of New Mearico. 

Curr Lx Hou, uma Fear Dsrmvcs, N. M.,
_ 

August 3, 1859. ? 

Sm: The column placed under my command by Orders No. 8, dated
` 

" headquarters Navajo command, Fort Defiance, New Mexico, July 
14, l859," marched from this camp on the morning of the 18th 
ultimo, and prooeedin northward encamped on the 19th near the 
head ofthe Canon de Chelly, about twenty·eight miles north of Fort 
Defiance. The common belief that it is in this canon that the Nava- 
jos take refuge with their flocks and herds upon the first alarm of 
war, as well as the extraordinary accounts iven of its natural features 

by the few whites that pretend to have explored it, rendered it highly 
desirable that this mysterious chasm should be thoroughly explored. 

g

s 

That the anxiety of the Indians to maintain their important secret 
would cause them to resist any attempt on our part to explore the 
Chelly, although the received opinion did not seem probable. 
At all events I had a force sufficiently strong to disregard such a 

consideration, and accordingly on the morning of the 20th, having 
secured the unwilling services of two or three of the principal men of 
the Navajos as gui es and hostages, I set out for the canon. The 
unwillingness of the Indians to guide us into it was very decided, 
arising, according to them, from the fact that the descent into the canon 
in this direction or vicinity was impracticable for animals with packs, 
and that if we attempted it we would lose a large number, and might 
punish or blame them for our disaster. Whatever other cause there 
might have been for their unwillingness, it is certain that our first 
view into the canon was far from being reassuring, and seemed to con- 
firm the Indians’ statement. While nothing could exceed the terrible 
grandeur of the view, nothing seemed more impracticable than the 
escent. The a preach of the Chelly is over an undulating table 

land, unmarked hy any peculiarity, with absolutely nothing to indicate i 

the vicinity of one of t e greatest natural phenomena until you are
` 

startled by finding yourself suddenly upon the brink of this fearful 
chasm, which seems to open under your very feet into the very bowels 
of the earth. The canon is formed by the union of three small streams, 
the Estrella, or Cienega Negar, on the southeast, the Palo Negro, or 
more properly the Che ly on the east, and the Cienega J uanica on the 
northwest. The place of our descent is about half a mile below the 
mouth of the last, at a point where the precipice is somewhat broken, 
and the debris, consisting of immense boulders and disintegrated sand- 
stone, give a suflicient s ope to enable us to zigzag down the face of 

NNO30793
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the recipice, which at this point cannot be less than six or seven 
hundred feet high. The process was slow, and not unattended with

§ 

danger to our pack animals, some of which, losing their balance, were 
toppled over by the weight of their packs, but the mules extreme 
tenacity of life saved us from loss, with the exce tion of one mule i 

which had a leg broken by the fall, and had to be sihot. T 

It was four hours before the last of our ·pack animals reached the o 

r bottom and our march resumed. From its head to its mouth the canon
, 

, 
runs nearly west, and its width is from two hundred to three hundred 

Q 
and fifty yards, seldom less than the one or greater than the other. 

‘ As we proceeded down the canon we fbund the bluffs to increase in 
height, being generally mural and perpendicular, and cf about equal 
altitude on opposite sides; being composed of sandstone exclusively, 
in many places the elements have converted them into gigantic cathe- 
drals, fortifications, castles, &c., or what the fancy might easily cen- 
vert inte such when seen at a distance. The soil of the canon valley 3 

is extremely sandy, but supports a growth of underbrush, and is not Q 

I 

without fertility, as numerous patches of corn, throughout the canon, i 

and an occasional one of wheat indicate. Cepious rains having fallen
j 

i 
during the last few days, we found running water through the entire 

l length of the canon, but during the dry season water is only found by l 

j 

digging in the dry and sandy bed of the aroyo, as the Indians informed 
_ us. The first side canon entering the Chelly is from the south, and

g 

j 

joins the Chelly ten or eleven miles from where we entered it, and is 
· the same by which Colonel Miles entered the Chelly in November last, r 

l 
during the Navajo war. The Indians call it by a name which our l 

Mexican interpreter said signifies Alsada or the Canon of High Rock, l 

from a lofty and spire-like pillar at its mouth, which, detached entirely l 

from the neighboring precipice, and with a base of not more than one 
or two hundred feet, rises perpendicularly to the height of seven or 
eight hundred feet, and terminating in a sharp steeplc-like point, near 
which, on a narrow ledge, grows a cedar tree. Nothing can exceed

‘ 

the grandeur of the scenery of this part of the canon, where the pre- 
cipices reach their greatest elevation, which is probably not far from 
COBB thousand feet; but having no means of accurate measurement this 
is conjectural. 

Just before going into camp this evening, one mile below the mouth 

, 
of Canon Alsada, on the only spot of grass we had seen in the canon, 

Q 

we were overtaken by a thunderstorm and a deluge of rain, but the 
temporary inconvenience caused by this was amply compensated for by 
the novel and beautiful sight of a waterfall of nearly a thousand feet 
in perpendicular height, from the table-land above to the bottom of the 

§ 
canon. The volume of water was considerable, but after falling some 

i 
hundreds of feet it was broken inte a lace-like sheet of pure white, 

? which swayed back and forth with the wind; a little further down, it 
i became spray, and finally reached the bottom as fine mist. Resuming
2 

our march the next morning, we found the canon and overhanging 
precipices presenting the same general features, but the line of mural 

‘ 

precipices is more frequently roken by short lateral openings, but 

g 

none of them exceeding a few hundred yards in length. The only 
Y 

exception to this is the entrance from the north of the Canon del Trigo
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or Wlneat canon, which joins the Chelly about three` miles from the 
mouth of the latter. The Navajos say it rises in the Tunicha mount- 
ains to the northeast, and is inhabited and cultivated. 
About a mile and a half above the mouth of` the Trigo we stopped to 

examine the ruins of an ancient pueblo, built partly at the base of the 
cliff and partly on a ledge forty or fifty feet from the ground. The 
building on the ground seems to have been a large quadrangular struc- 
ture, divided into numerous apartments, with doors, windows, and 
fireplaces not unlike those of civilized nations. At one end ofthe 
building and within the cacente is the esta/` ct or place of sacred fire, 

similar in size and form to that at the ruined pueblo on the Picos river,
_ 

twenty·’rive miles from Santa Fé. The buildings on the rocks are in i 

an almost perfect state of preservation, even to the wooden supports of
l 

the doors and windows, and the whitewash on the interior walls which 
look new and fresh as if placed there within the year. This would 
seem to argue no great antiquity of origin, but their perfect state of 
preservation is owing to their being protected bythe overhanging pre- 
cipice in such a manner that rain has never reached them. I regret- 

ted exceedingly that we had no means of reaching these buildings, 
and of examining more closely these remains of an ancient, and perhaps 
extinct race. That the builders of these houses had made considera- 
ble progress in the civilized arts is apparent from the superior style of

j 

masonry and earthenware vessels, fragments of which we found about . 

these ruins. The Navajos say that their ancestors found these ruins 
just as they now appear when they first came to this country; notwith- 
standing, it seems almost certain that the builders and inhabitants of 
these houses were the peaceful and unwarlike Moquis, whom the more 
warlike and numerous Navajos expelled to the country fifty miles to 
the southward, where they still live. The perfect identity in the style 

r 
and situation of their buildings, the character of their masonry and 
pottery, and more than all, the universal esta/a, found at these ruined 
pueblos and in the Moquis villages, leave no ground of doubt that the 
uilders of these ancient pueblos and the Moqui Indians are one and 

the same race. That they were at one period the predominant race 
throughout New Mexico seems equally as certain, from the uniform 
character of the ruins on both sides ofthe Rio Grande. There are 
several other ruins of a similar character further down the canon, but 
less extensive and in a less perfect state of preservation. A short dis- 
tance below the ruined pueblo just spoken ot' 

, we observed an Indian 
ascending what appeared in the distance to be the lace of a perpendic- 
ular bluii`, but on a nearer ap roach we found the bluff slightly reced- 
ing, and that there was a fliglit of` steps cut in the solid rock from the 
bottom to the top, perha s six or seven hundred feet high. Lower 
down we observed severali other flights on each side of the canon, all of 
which were probably the work of a more ancient race than the present 
inhabitants. 

The bluffs which have all this day’s march been growing g1·adually 
less imposingly lofty, below the Trigo, three and a half miles i' ro1n the 
mouth of the Chelly, rapidly sink unt|il they finally disappear entirely, 
and the undulating country beyond presents a barren and uninviting 
appearance, with ranges of mountains in the distance to the south,
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west, and northeast. From our camp near the mouth of the Canon 
Alsada to where the Rio Chelly frees itself' from the canon and turns i 

` 

due north, is about nine and a half miles; the portion of the canon 
explored the day before, about twelve miles, making the distance 
traveled in the canon the two days twenty-one and a half miles. I E 

will here remark, that twelve days afterwards, when returning from · 

the Rio San J nan to this camp, we encamped early inthe afternoon on 
the Palo Negro or Chelly creek, the central or eastern branch of the 

, Chelly, near where we had encamped on the 19th before descending * 

into the Chelly. Thinking that possibly the Indians had taken me by
_ 

i the most difficult route in order to deter other parties of our troops 

i 
from attempting, on any future occasion, to go into the canon, I 

took a party of riflemen on foot and, accompanied by Lieutenant 
Du Bois, descended the canon about tl1ree and a half miles, examining

g 

the mouth of the Cienega Negra or southeastern branch of the canon, i 

which enters about three miles below what might be termed the head 
ofthe Chelly, and then descended to near the mouth of the Ciene a 
Juanica and within half a mile of the point where we entered the 
Chelly on the 20th, thus completing the reconnoissance of the hereto-

Q 

fore mysterious canon, which we find to be about twenty-four or twenty- 
five miles in length, and running nearly due west almost in a straight 3 

r 

line. Although the head and mouth of the canon had previously been 
fixed by astronomical observations, the exaggerated length given here- 
tofbre to it arose from an erroneous curve to the southward, as laid 
down on all the conjectural maps of the canon. 

There is, we found, no descent into the canon by this last explored
g 

route that can at all be considered practicable for animals. In regard 
to the road by which we descended on the 20th, there is a trail on the 
opposite side of the canon, and a little above where we entered it, lead-

l 
ing to the table-land above, by which animals without packs might 2 

ascend or descend, but I doubt if they could do either with them. 
Our reconnaissance ofthe Chelly, I think, explodes the notion so long 
prevalent, that it could afford a refuge for the Navajos and their 
numerous flocks and herds for any length of time in a war with us. 
The destitution of pasturage in the canon would of itself force them 
out. Besides, now that the Navajos are aware of our acquaintance 
with the Chelly, it is not probable that any number of them would 
rely upon it in time of war as a place of concealment and refuge. 
Should they do so, a column of mounted men in the canon, supported, 
if' thought necessary, by a flanking force of infantry on the table, the 
east ofthe mouth of the Trigo and on the north of the Chelly, would 

· in two days time sweep the canon from one end to the other. A 
thorough examination of the side of the canon;. of the Chelly would 

_ 
have been desirable, particularly of the Trigo, of which nothing is 

i 
known, but the several days necessary for this purpose, with my limited 

§ supply of provisions, might have prevented me from carrying out 
Major Simonson’s instructions, to extend my explorations as far as the 
San Juan, and of visiting the various bands ot` Indians "on my route," 

l 
and of noting their numbers, locations, herds of horses and cattle, 
flocks of sheep and goats, as well as their grazing grounds in sum_mer

A 
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become useful in case of war. On that account I determined to reach 
the Rio San Juan at the nearest point from the mouth of the Chelly 
canon, and afterwards return to Fort Defiance across the Tunicha 
mountains, by a trail yet untraveled by our troops or exploring par- 
ties, which was described by my interpreter as being a good road and 
with an abundance of water and grass. 
How I carried out this part of my instruction will probably be better 

shown by extracting from my journal the notes herewith subjoined: 
July 22. Left camp at 7 o’clock this morning, and following the 

Rio Chelly, which after forcing itself from the canon turns due north 
for six miles, we passed a succession of fields of growing corn, some 
of them containing from forty to sixty acres. This valley and the 
lower half of the canon are probably the most populous portion of the 
Navajo country. They have but few horses or sheep, and consequently 
considered poor, living principally by agriculture. They seem very 
unwarlike and well disposed towards us, but upon them the chief` 
burden of war with us would fall, for the destruction of their growing 
corn would reduce them to starvation and extreme misery, although 
their peaceful habits and remoteness from our settlements make it pro- 
bable that they have been entirely guiltless of any offense. The last 
cultivated land we saw upon the Chelly is almost six miles from the 
mouth of the canon, and the Indians informed us that there was no 
cultivation lower down, but that the country is grazed over a good deal 

ir; the fall, after the rains have brought up the gramma grass upon the 
p ams. . 

Our guides say that our course to-day and to-morrow lays along the 
Rio Chelly, but owing to the recent heavy rains, to avoid the quick- 
sands, it will be advisable to leave the river valley, and turn off to the 
right, across the mesa. While halting for noon, we had a heavy rain 
upon us, and upon resuming our march, found the road extremely 

` 

heavy. Our course to-day has_ been north; camped near some dark 
blue clay mounds; rain water in arroyo; very little grass. Distance 
marched to·day, seventeen miles. 

July 23.-Our course to·day, north. About six miles from camp 
passed a peculiar house-looking isolated red bluff, at the southwest 
corner of which there is an opening resembling a window. Ten miles 
from camp reached ar. arroyo generally dry, as the guides say, but 
now with running water. Here we crossed Major Backus’ trail of 
last October. After following the arroyo about a mile, halted for 
noon, and resuming our march at 3 o’clock, followed down the arroyo 
a mile and a half, and within sight of the Rio Chelly. Five miles 
from the arroyo, passed to the right of an isolated rock called by the 
Mexicans "Piedra Rodia;" then, ascending a sharp hill, reached a 
spring in the h|ills a mile and a half beyond. WVe have had a very 
sandy country to pass over to-day, and the march has been very trying 
on our animals, particularly the pack mules. l)ay’s march, eighteen 
miles. 

July 24.-For a mile and a half after leaving camp, our road led 
due east to the top of a rocky ridge, where there is for a mile or more 
a natural pavement, and where we found pools of rain water. For 
four miles the trail is over a broken sandy mesa, to a rocky arroyo
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with rain water in goals, where we nooned, aR.er which we marched 
east of north five mx cs and half to an arroyo with rain water in holes. 
Grass, good. Day’s march, twelve miles. 

July 25.-Course from camp, northeast to the extreme western point 
of the mountains, seven miles to a wide plain, after which course turns 
more towards the north, say N. 20° E., and continues in that direction 
for eight miles to permanent running water and good grass. Day's 
march, fifteen miles. 

July 26.—~—Course from camp north, three miles to a cottonwood 
grove called "Bosque Redendo," where there is permanent water and 
god gross. Seven miles over a rocky and hilly country to the Rio 

n Juan. Went up` the river one- mile and camped on tolerable 
grass. Day’s march, eleven miles. 
The San Juan, which I had before seen a clear and beautiful stream, 

is now so muddy that even the animals refuse to drink it. The guides 
say that the arro os Tunicha and Colorado above, which usually send 
no water to the gan Juan, swollen by the late heavy rains, are now 
running out into the river, and deiiling its waters; By digging holes 

iln_ 
tlie sand near the edge of the water, we procured pure water for 

mn nn . 

July §7.—Remained in camp on the river. 
July 28.-—Followed up the course of the river for ten miles, to the 

mouth of the arroyo Colorado, by a very hilly and bad road. Five 
miles below the mouth of the Colorado there is excellent grass in the 
river bottom. At the mouth of the arroyo Colorado we nooned, and 
afterwards turned up it, and, leaving the San Juan, followed it for 
nine miles due south, where we encamgd; grass r; water in holes, 
which the guides say is permanent. ay’s mucm9 miles. 
July 29.—Atter leaving camp traveled three miles due south, to a 

point from which the ‘ ‘ Needles," or "8ierra Aguila," as it is variously 
called, bore due east and about three miles distant. 
A little further on came to a cross trail coming from the direction of 

the " N eedles," and into this turnedéggaiust the advice of our Indian 
guides, who insisted that the better lay iinrther east; but as I had 
to be constantly on my guard against their misrepresentations, made 
in order to take us by routes the least frequented by Indians and their

’ 

herds, I did not follow their advice.
i 

[My subsequent experience of the superiority of this route, and of
i 

its being the great thoroughfare cf the Navajos from one side of the 
mountains to the other, convinced me that my suspicions had been well 
founded.] 
Following this cross trail three miles up a sandy arroyo, course S. 

25° W., we emerged upon a wide {Sain extending to the base of the 
mountains, which, at the point at w ich we are approacbin it, bends 
towards the south, leaving this plain, called " Mesa (}oloro§o," lying 
within the crescent. This extensive plain is an important grazing 
ground for sheep and horses in the fall of the year, after the rains have 
brought up the gramma The grazing, even now, is tolerable, 
and in a few weeks wii be excellent. Six miles across the mesa, 
crossing Major Backus’ trail of October last, we encamped not sonie 

Vol. ii————2l
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red rocks, with rain water in arroyo. To the eastward of us is a 
peculiar pil1ar·like rock, standing isolated on the lain. 

The guides report permanent water at several 
pli 

aces near our camp, 
and, although t e constant and heavy rains more than supplied a I 

our wants, yet I have no doubt but that at all seasons a sumcient sulp- 
ply could be found between the mountains and the San Juan. T e 

constant rain we have had, adding as it does so materially to the 
weight of the packs, together with the bad water and deep sandy roads, 
are telling on our mules, and two were so much exhausted on the road 
to-day that they could not be brought into camp, and were conse- 
quentlyoggot by the rear guard. Day’s march, 14 miles. Grass at 
cam . 

Jail; 30.—Course to-day south l5° west, over a broken and hilly 
country, intersected by arroyos. Five miles from camp permanent 
water and Navajo cornfields, with quite a number of huts, but unin- 

s 

habited. The P60Pie have left this side of the mountains, from fear 
of the Utahs, who, we were told, recently drove off a caballado of 
eighty horses from this neighborhood. Seven miles from camp com- 
menced to ascend the mountains; half a mile up, an excellent sprin ; 

two miles to the summit, where there is another spring of ice-cold 
water. Half a mile further, on the top of the mountam, a small lake. 
The road up the mountain is steep, but infinitely superior to that by 
which Major Simonson’s command crossed the mountains about a 
month ago. Besides, the mountains at this point seem to be of about 
half the elevation of that part crossed by Major S. ’s command, and I 
am convinced, from the appearance of the road, that there is the main 

‘ thoroughfare of the Navajos across the mountains, although they may 
be crossed at almost any point, if it were necessary. 
From the lake we commenced gradually to descend by a ood and

“ 

much traveled trail which follows the course of the wooded ravine, 
with a stream of clear water running through it, and its volume con- 
stantly increased b springs breaking out along the sides of the mount- 
ains. From Washington’s Pass to the Carnzo range, the Tunicha 
mountains might be compared to an open hand, the fingers separated. 
The back of the hand, with knuckles vertical, would represent the 
northern slope, and the highest ridge, the fingers a series of lateral 
urs runnin off towards the south and tapering down towards the 

slains; and gre space between the fingers the wooded ravines and 
grtile and well watered valleys that abound through these mountains, 
which aford excellent summer turage for great numbers of horses 
and sheep. N ine miles from th? top of the mountain we came to a 
grge cienagla 

:5 

‘ ‘ 

tlhe 
Junta de los A.rroyos.’ 

’ Here we encamped. 
a ’smaro ,5 m' es. 
indy 3l.—Course still down the arroyo Tusa, south 5° west, for six 

miles, when we emerged from the mountains and left the creek, turn- 
ing south l6° east, around a gculiar pillar-like rock, which bears 
from our cam this evening, at alo Negro, north 10° west. 
Ten miles tiinrther (crossing the " Monton la Jara" and the " Cien- 

aga Juanica") we reached our camp of the 19th, and encamped half 
a mile beyond, at argood spring, with tolerable grass, on the eienaga, 
Day’s march, I6 mi es. 

NNO30799



SWBETARY OF WAR. 

glu these notes I have given the courses accordin to the true north, 
an not the magnetic north, the latter bein about I0° eastward.] 
August 1.-Reached the cam by way of " Cienaga N egra._’ ’ The 

country to the south of the 
'lii 
unicha mountains is swarming with 

horses and sheep, driven in by their owners' fears of the Utahs. In 
regard to cattle, very few of the Navajos have them; at least, I have 
seen none. Day’s march, 21 miles. 

Before closing this report, I would remark that the N avajos every- 
where evinced the most earnest desire for peace. I am not repared 
to say what would be the better line of policy towards them; lii ut there 
is no doubt that a war made upon them now by us would fall the 
heaviest upon the least guilty--would transform a nation which has 
already made considerab e progress in civilized arts, into a race of 
beggars, vagabonds, and robbers. What consideration such views 
should have in the settlement of our difliculties with them——diHiculties 
based upon exaggerated demands—which every animal in the Navajo 
country would scarcely be suflicient to satisfy—it is not for one to sug- 
gest; but before severe measures are resolved on, and a course of policy 
initiated that would entail poverty and wretchedness upon the entire 
tribe, it may be that some little forbearance might be the part of true 
wisdom. 
Accompanying this will-be found a topographical sketch of the route 

traveled over, by the column under my command, by Lieutenant Du 
Bois, which I have caretirlly examined, and find. accurate in every 
respect. 

Perfect accuracy, of course, is unattainable without the use of instru- 
ments for determining latitude and longitude which he did not possess. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
_ 

J. G. WALKER, 
Capt. R. M R., comd’g second col. Navajo com’d. 

Lieut. J. H. Eason, R. M R., ~ 

Acting Adjutant Navajo command. · 

Fear Bucrmus, Naw Mmm, August 3, 1859. 
Bm: For the information of the colonel commanding the dew 

ment, I have the honor to report that firrther dcpredations have n 
committed by the Chiricahua A he Indians. — 

On the 3lst ultimo a rty ofpiliem went to Pati onia mine, being 
then on their way into Slbihora on a marauding expedgition. They were 
ordered away from the mine, upon which, and in some manner not 
clearly explained to my mind, some firing ensued, in which Hr. Free- s 

man (one of the men engaged at the mine) was mortally wounded, 
and an Indian killed——as is snpposed—the others carrying him off 
across a horse. If not killed he was at least badlg wounded. 
The Indians went on into Sonora, and coul not, of course, be 

followed by us. Hearing that a part of Mexicans were ahcr them, 
and that they would probably be soon driven back I have sent in that 
direction a party of troops, hopin they may fall on them on their

j 

return. From t e reports received from the mine, it is believed that

` 
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the Indians belong to the Chess band, as they told Mr. Freeman that 
they had been here "deliverin(g u some mules," and that they were 
sent there to get some flour an tobacco as they went by. It is not at 
all probable that they went there with the intention of makin any 
attack upon the people, and I am disposed to believe that the difgculty 
arose from the manner in which they were treated. 

Mr. Freeman says one of the Indians fired on him with a revolver 
before he drew his from the holster. The affair occurred on Sunday 
morning, the 31st ultimo, about breakfast time, and Mr. Freeman died 
the same day. 

These Indians are becomin bold and rebellious from their success- 
fhl dcpredations, and should he chastised. As I stated in my com- 
munication of the 18th ultimo, I cannot attack them in their homes 
without the danger and almost the certainty of bringing destruction 
upon the mail line. The present force here does not warrant such a 

step, for it would be, in my mind, exceedingly rash. I desire to go 
an demand the still missing property, taken from Arivaca, but I am 
deterred from so doing fbr the reasons stated. 

If, in your opinion, I should act without reference to the mail line, 
saving that I s all give the best protection the case admits, with due 
safety to the troops who take the field, I respectfully request that you 
will give me your definite instructions in the matter; and would fur- 
ther r uest that you will do so with the least possible delay. I can- 

not, ahiil shall not, take any decided step until I hear from you, unless 
some new and aggravated act on the part of the Indians forces me to 
do so. · 

Hoping soon to hear from you, I refrain from any further remark at 
present. 

I am, sir, yours, very respectfully, 
‘ 

J. V. D. REEVE, 
Brevet Lieut. Col. U. S. A., Commanding. 

Lieut. J. D. Wmuns, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant General, U. S. A., 

Santa Fé, N. M 
P. S. 9} o’clock, p. m.-Since writing the foregoing letter, I have 

received by ex ress from Captain Ewell the inclosed note. He gives 
a somewhat digerent complexion to the affair. My report was based 
upon the statements made by the man in charge of the mine, and was 
presumed to be, in the main, correct. There is still more doubt now 
than before as to what Indians they were. They are all troublesome 
in one way or another, but it seems almost impossible to fix the acts 
in each case on those who are really guilty. 

Yours, &c., 
S. V. D. BEEVE, 

Brevet Lieut. Col. U. S. A. 

Aueusr 3, 1859. 

Dua Sm: I find that the affair out here was brought about by the 
imprudence and bad management of the whites, who were the aggress- 
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ors. They did not say they had been to the post to deliver up stock. 
The trail was found to-day, and I shall follow it for a short distance, 
although there is no doubt that these were either Pihal or Ponte

_ 

Apaches. 
Yours, &c.,

‘ 

R. S. EWELL, 
Captain lst Dragoons. 

Col. Rmrvs, Commanding post; 

` 

Four Dnrnmcn, N. M., August 7, 1859. 

Sm: I have the honor, respectfully, to report, that in com liance 
with orders Nos. 8 and 9, dated headquarters, Navajo command, Fort 
Defiance, New Mexico, July 14, 1859, I proceeded with companies B 
and K, and detachment of company I, 3d infantry, commanded by 
Lieutenant Dickinson, and Captain Sykes and Lieutenant Freedley, 
3d infantry, and companies G and H mounted riilemen, commanded 
by Lieutenants Edson and Claflin, regiment rifles, on the 18th ultimo, 
to examine the country lying west and southwest of this post. 
On the 18th and 19th July the line of march was for thirty miles 

over the Moqui wagon road, leading hence to the Indian pueblos of 
Moqui; also, for six miles on the 20th of July. As the region imme- 
diately along this road is so well known, nothing special or new can 
be offered. After leaving the Moqui road on the 20th, the line of 

- march was about south, for four miles, till we reached the Rio Puebli- 
tos, on which we encamped the night previous. Water not perma- 
nent. On the 21st our route ran southwest, through the canon of the 
Rio Pueblitos, for Hfteen miles. Water not permanent. 

July 22.—The route was west for ten miles into a lar e canada 
leading west in the direction of the Moqui villages. No trail. Water 
not permanent. 
The guides, Juan and Jose, not knowing that section of the country, 

it was thought best not to pursue this valley any further, fearing a 
want of water for so large a number of animals as were in the com- 
mand; therefore, on the 23d July, the direction of the Ojo de la J arra, 
on the Moqui road, was taken, and this spring was reached in about 
fifteen miles. Water permanent. No trail, and hilly. The -24th, 
25th, and 26th were occupied in traveling over the Moqui road till 
reaching theses Indian towns, about thirty miles. This part of the 
route being also so well known, nothing need be offered, On the day 
of reaching these Indian pueblos, three of them, viz: Anoche, Suche- 
mobe, and Ualbe, were visited by the officers. 

July 27.--W' e marched for better grass fhrther west about six miles, 
in front of the two pueblos of Muchonobe and Chupanlebe, which 
were also visited the same day by a portion of the oflicers. Encamped 
at rain-water onds. 

July 28.-We marched five miles further west and southwest of the i 

pueblo of Thomopebe. Encamped at rain-water ponds. This ueblo t 

and Orgebe, lying fifteen miles north, were visited by myself and) Lieu- i
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tenants Freedly and Cladin. This day the chief of Chupanbebe and 
a head man of Shumopebe promised to lead us for two days south. 

July 29.-—We marched fifteen miles south, and encamped in the 
same canada that we left on the 23d. Water not permanent. 

July 30.—We marched still south for about twelve miles, and 
encamped on the southern side of some black and high mesas, from 
which could be seen the Rio Colorado Chiquito, and su posed to be 
about twenty miles distant and further south. Here we lliad but little 
water for the animals. Water permanent. 
July 31.-We marched in direction east—southeast through a broad 

range of high and large black mesas, sufficiently detached to leave 
beautiful valleys between. Distance to-day about twenty miles, and 
no trails. Water not permanent. 
August 1.—Marched east for ten miles, and encamped on the Rio 

Pueblitos, and no trail. Water not permanent. 
August 2.—Marched east·southeast for fifteen miles to another Ojo 

de la jarra, on the Zuni and Mogui trail. Water permanent and 
abundant.

°

. 

August 3.—Marched east-northeast for fourteen miles, when we 
reached the ruins of Pueblo Grande; thence marched east-southeast for 
fou·r miles, and encam d on top of the mountain at the banks of 
Aquor de Viboras. Witter not ermanent. 
August 4.—Marched east·southeast for fifteen miles, when we entered 

the lower end of the Canon de Calites, and thence turned up in direction 
of north-northeast for three miles. Encamped at the mouth of canon. s 

Water not permanent. 
August 5.—Marched through the canon of the Calites after much 

labor and difficulty. Canon, for about six miles, being choked up with · 

a dense growth of underwood and willow; the ground besides being 
' 

mirey in many places, from recent rains. This canon has never been · 

entirely traversed before. Encamped in the upper canon of the Calites; 
distance twenty miles, and direction about northeast. Water near 
camp permanent. 

August 6.-The command marched to this post, sixteen miles, . 

making a total distance of about two hundred and sixty-five miles. 
Respecting the character of the route, I have to state that the whole 

distance traversed south of the Moqui wagon road is impracticable, 
except during the rainy season, and it was only in consequence of the 
previous betr 

ay 
rains which determined me to march over the route 

nndicated. e saw no Indians along the route, except on the Rio 
Pueblitos, the second day out. Near the Moqui villages some two or 
three Indians came into camp, but they did not live near there. At 
the mouth or lower end of the canon of the Calites, some few came 
into camp, principally women; also at the tanks, near Pueblo Grande. 
At the last camp in the canon of the Calites some few‘also came into 
camp; none, however, at any point, of a character to hold a talk with. 
No ook of sheep were seen on the whole route. 

` 

At thc. last, only 
sixteen miles from the post, a herd of horses were seen. Corn fields 
were seen on the Bio Pueblitos, about thirty miles hence; also a few 
small fields down the canon of the Pueblitos, on the fourth day out. 
No fields were thence discovered till we came to the canon of the
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Pueblo Grande, about thirty miles hence, southwest; thence none till 
we entered the lower end of the canon of the Calites, where were 
extensive fields, distant hence about thirty-five miles; and also in the 
upper canon of the Calites, sixteen miles. Some few other patches 
were seen along the way, hardly worth mentioning. Scarcely one 
hundred acres in all were discovered. 

Evidences were discovered of wintering large herds of horses and 
flocks of sheep, in the canada leading west towards Moqui, from the 
lower end of the canon of the Rio Pueblitos, as well as on the mesas 
adjoining this canon; also in the canada of the Ojo de la Jarre, near 
Moqui, and thence, articularly in the valley reachin from the Ojo 
de la J arre, on the {uni and Moqui trail, to the Pueblo Grande, and 
likewise at the lower end of the canon of the Calites. In all these 
places it must have been warm and sheltered from cold winds, and 
with grass abundant. The recent rains have caused the grass to 
spring forth sufhciently to furnish fair grazing. Ten days earher than 
t e expedition started no grass could have been found. 
The expedition has been remarkably successful in having traversed 

a section cf country never before known or attempted, and in demon- 
strating the possibility of troops going to the remotest haunts of the 
Indian; also 1n having discovered the valley of the Pueblo Grande, so 
near this post and hitherto unknown, and where large numbers of 
Indians must have been during the past severe winter, as indicated by 
the newness and number of the lodges; likewise in having penetrated, 
through its whole extent, the canon of the Calites, sometimes called 
the Cheneyer or Chenay. All the Indians whom we saw came into 
camp freely, and manifested a very friendly disposition. 
Regarding the Moqui Indians, they appeared to be an honest and 

· very industrious and simple-minded people, living almost entirely by 
cultivating the soil. They have large and flourishing fields of corn, 
a thousand acres or so came under my own eye; perhaps there were 
more. It is a well settled fact, from the best information, that the 
Navajo Indians live a great deal u on them ; and what they don’t 
s onge they rob, as is evident from their being no horses among them. 
'Iihese Pueblos merit care and protection. The large mountain lying 
southwest of the Moqui’s villages is doubtless the Sierra de Francisco, 
and is beyond the Rio Colorado Chiquito, being about four days 
beyond, and the home of the Coninas Indians. am satisfied that 
the N avajos never go there to secret themselves or roperty. 
The sketch of the route made by Lieutenant W. Bell, 3d infantry, 

who accompanied the command for the purpose, is respectfully inclosed. 
During my station at this post, for six years past, I have never 

known a more pacific disposition manifested by the Navajos, and the 
salutary effect of these explorations is apparent, and has, I think, pro- 
duced this desired result. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0 d f MIB M 
O. S. SHQEPHERIZQ 

a t. 3 in antrya revet ajor, comma in 
° 

tbn. 

Lieutenaiit J. H. EDsoN, R. M R., 
gap:

. 

Adjutant Navajo command. ; 
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P. S. I forgot to mention that the horses and pack mules returned 
from the expedition in fair condition, notwithstanding the softness of 
the ground, caused by the heavy rains for the first ten days, and the 
unnutritiousness of the growing grass. Only one pack mule was lost, 
owing to a heavy storm and boggy ground while in march. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
O. S. SHEPHERD, 

Capt. 3d infantry and Brevet Major, commanding expedition. 

Fear Smrrrox, N. M., August 9, 1859. 

Sm: In obedience to Special Orders No. 76, May 14, 1859, from 
department headquarters, I have made the scout therein indicated as 
far as Hatch’s ranch, the restof my instructions having been suspended ~ 

at that place. 

My force was composed of one hundred and twenty men, as indicated 
in the annexed copy of Post Orders No. 53, June 11, 1859. Hospital 
Steward Edmund Noirsain was sent with me; his conduct was such as 
to give me a high opinion of his fitness for his duties. 
The object which is first mentioned in your instructions was to find 

a pass through the mountains to the plains as far as the " Rio Pccos," 
proceeding eastwardly from Fort Stanton. The Sierra Capitain is a 
range of unbroken front from a point north of this post to a point east 
is distant from the post at its nearest part, perhaps twelve miles, its 
length cannot be less than 25 miles. The Albuquerque road turns 
its northwest end, and its southeast end is washed by the Hondo. 
The possibility of getting a wagon road through this mountain can 
have no advocate in one who has ever examined the country. The

_ 

· only route by which a wagon road can go hence to the Pecos, east- 
wardly, is by following the valley of the Rio Bonito as far as the junc- 
tion with the Ruidoso, with it from this point a tortuous road can, 
with much difficulty, be made to pass t nrough the broken ranges 
which lie at the southeast termination of the Capitain; 10 miles below 
the junction, Captain Hare reports a road practicable on the left bank 
of the Hondo, passing up the mesa around a range abutting on the 
river. (See pencil tracing on the map.) This information I gather 
from persons living on the river. 
Below Mr. Peck’s place, (the junction,) fhr a few miles further, the 

valley of the Hondo is tolerable; thence onward its course is in a 
narrow canon, quite tortuous, and, in my o {-pinion, impracticablc for a 
wagon road, without infinite labor, an then by ascending and 
descending, again and again, 800 or 900 feet, as I judged the height of 
the mesa to be. 
By a glance at the map you will see that a road leaving the Hondo 

at the junction of the Benito and Ruidoso would leave eastwardly to 
the Pecos, and that its entire direction from Fort Stanton would be 
quite as direct to the Pecos as could reasonably be looked for in a 

. broken countr , 
bein only 2° south of east. The only trouble would 

be the want ofywaterieyond the arroyo of the Alascoso, which stream 
is a very bold one a few miles above its mouth, but is a sinking one 

NNO30805



SECRETARY OF WAR. 329 

near the mountain; when I passed down in June there was no water 
for myfootmen to venture along this line, and I had by the advice of my 
guide to follow the general east-southeast course of the Hondo. I 

should have left the Benito at Peck’s ranch and made my way due 
east had it been advisable to attempt it with. 45 footmen. The 
country lying within the angle of the "seven rivers," the Atascoso, 
Hondo, and Pecos rivers is a salty marsh. That part of the country 
lying on the Hondo from the point where it leaves the canon to the 
point where I left it, a distance of 12 or 15 miles, is undulating and 
very rocky, and the wide flats, which on its south side stretch away 
from the river, are quite barren. I found the grass all along the river 
very poor and insuflicient. I resorted to cutting the long green grass 
which hung ever the water from the river banks for the animals, so 
long and severe had been the drought, that the little grass in the 
bottoms and on the hill sides was of no value. 

I found excellent grass when I reached the Atascose, and the water 
is good. Two or three miles further on, the western springs of the 
"seven rivers" are reached, they are salty, and the water of the 
"seven rivers" is brackish; but higher up where I crossed it was very 
palatable. The mesa, which is washed by the Pecos on the east, and 
on the southwest by the "seven rivers," is very sterile, and whitened 
by the salt it contains. The bottoms of the Pecos are of the same 
character except a few places. The Pecos water, when I first struck 
it, was extremely brackish and unhealthy. This is caused more 
immediately by the Salado, which arroyo comes in few miles above my 
camp, and which I crossed in the first day’s march up the Pecos, with 

p 
infinite labor on the part of every man in the command, in cutting 
rushes and grass to enable the animals to cross the marsh, a distance 
of nearly half a mile. Fleres* says the Salado comes from the west, a 
distance of seven leagues. 

I found the Bosque Grande to be grand only in name, it is a poor 
affair. The general aspect of the country on this side of the Pecos is 
most cheerless and desolate. On the other side stretches away the 
famed Llano Estacado. The heat is excessive, yet in many places I 

saw line grassy Blaine.- A few trees are occasionally seen along the 
Pecos. At the esque Grande several melts of cottonwood are seen 
ibr four miles along the river from which it takes that name. 
The Bosque Redendo is an elbow of the river, the melts of cotton- 

wood are mostly on the left bank of the Pecos, extending for perhaps 
six or seven miles in clusters. The river is very crooked and stretched 
from side to side of the valley, which, midway of the Bosque, is two 
miles or over wide. The appearance of the Bosdue in that desert 
country is very agreeable. The lower half of the valley is tillable, the 
u per is filled witth drift sand. A secondary mesa, 1200 yards wide and 
I; miles long, lies on the right bank of the river, about midway the 
Bosque, about 30 feet above the river bottom, and is curtained by sand 
hills about 25 feet higher than itself. A kind of red-to grass grows 
in the. lower bottoms mixed with bunch grass; the hill) s are covered 
with brown sedge‘grass; the mesa above spoken of is well covered with 

'The guide.
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mesquit grass. The water of the river is had and the surrounding 
country ns most desolate. The place is altogether unfit for a post. 
Above this point to Hatch’s rancho the Pecos is more crooked and 

the mesas hig er. The river bottoms are fewer and very small. At 
Giddin s’s ranche, which is 35 miles below Hatch’s, there is a little 
strip otg bottom land, a small stream [brackish] comes in from the west 
southwest. The mesas have stunted cedar scattered over them. The 
road thence to Hatch’s leads over the very elevated mesa of Gaudaloupe. 
It is impracticable to follow the river banks with pack·mules. I 

struck the Pecos in about 16 miles, at Taylor’s corral, crossed it and 
struck across the Gallinos, a distance of six or seven miles, and following

, 

u the same eight miles, rested at Hatch’s rancho on the 3d of July. 
$ith the exception of a march 12 miles east of Hatch’s and back to 
camp, four miles below Hatch’s, I remained in camp until 22d July, 
when under your immediate orders I marched to Utah creek and back 

. to Hatch’s, via the Tucumeari, _all of which being performed under 
your own eye, I do not introduce in this report. 
I must report that Mr. Hatch sold so much liquor to my men at his 

rancho as to cause great annoyance to my command; at all other times on 
the march my men ̀behaved admirably . Three men, always considered 
flrst·rate men, deserted at Hatch’s ranche, I believe from no other

= 

cause than being soldiers of a mounted cor s they were compelled to 
march on foot by reason of so few horses in the company to which they 
belonged, and little prospect of any other sort of marching before _ 

them. I had about 75 mounted men and 31 on foot, riilemen, 11 of . 

infantry, and one odicer, Lieutenant Jackson, with me. Having no 
omcer to command the footmen, I laced Ser eant Speer in command

; 

of them. I had 47 mules to lead, and with this 1II—8.I'l‘8HgBd com- ? 

mand, I found it took from seven to eight hours to make 10 to 14
, 

miles r day where there was no road, much sand, and reat heat. 
I Xe this occasion to express to you how much obIiged I am to 

Lieutenant W. H. Jackson for his cheerful assistance to me in the per- 
formance of this duty. At all times pleasant in his manners, always 
attentive to his company, the service may well be proud of him. I 

beg vou to excuse this s ould you think it out of place, as I could not 
speak of him at all without saying this much; but you have seen him 
yourself on the march and wil judge him most favorably. i

j 

Accompanying this I inclose * * a map of the country traversed. ‘ 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G 
THS. CLAg3ORl;Eéjm 

tain regiment cunts of . 

vFiI8tLIO\§$i·•®_D.wI;§H¢S, 
`

• 

’ 4 ’ 

Santa Fé, NZ M 

` 

Hunovsarsns Fear Gssmm, N. M., 
August 10, 1859. 

Sm Fin obedience to department Sptecial Orders No. 7 9, I have the 
honor respectfully to report,tl1at I le this post on the 15th of June
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‘ 
. last with a detachment of forty rank and file of company "A," 3d 
_ 

infantry, and proceeded in an easterly course towards Bent’s new fort,
i 

, 

situated on the north bank of the Arkansas river, making a thorough
; 

i 

examination of the country between this and that point with a view of i 

z discovering the most direct and practicable route for a wagon road.
N 

l By reference to my map herewith submitted, you will rceive that 

the route taken by me on my return is rather shorter Kan the one 
traveled in going, but my preference is certainly in favor of the route 
taken in going to that point, for the following reasons: 

‘ 

In going to Bent’s tort, following the banks of permanent water 
courses, and in addition, wood and rass are abundant on every mile 
of the road, and for at least one-haIf the distance the road is a plain 
beaten wagon road, and without a single obstacle to be found on the 
way. The trail over which I returned is rather more direct, and over 
a fine, open country, with an abundance of wood and grass, but the 
great scarcity of water will prevent its being followed, excepting at a 
very wet season.

_ 

On my return trip I made a thorough examination of the three . 

passes over the mountain range east of t is post, and {ind the one new
Q 

used is by far, in my opinion, the most practicable, and with but little 
labor can be made a very good mountain pass, exce ting during the 
winter months, when it will be entirely impracticalhle to cross this 
ran e of mountains at any point on account of deep snow. 
Tie trail traveled on my trip to the westward with com any " A," 

3d infantry, is also marked on the accompanying map on leaving this 
post. I followed the base of the White mountains and Moscho ran e 
to the canon, or Punche pass, which is at the north end of the 
Louis valley, then turning west and heading this valley, and crossing . 

a s ur of the Sierra Ma re entered the Puwache pass, crossing it; II 
still) continued west, following the base of the Sierra Madre to the 
canon of the Rio Grande del Norte, striking this stream near the point 
Colonel Frémont met with his _loss in the winter of 1849 and 1850, 
and at the junction of the two streams that form the main river. My 
course then followed this river Yhe del Norte) to a point nearly due 
west from Fort Garland, when left the river and struck for Fort 
Garland. The west side of the St. Louis valley is much more practi- 
cable than the eastern, on account of a long and heavy range of sand 
hills which extend from the Mescho to _within a few miles of the

° 

Punche pass; there is but very little din` erence in the distance to the 
Puwache pass by either route. 
The entire absence of instruments, except a pocket compass and a 

pair of dividers made by the post blacksmith, will be my apology if 
any errors in distance should be discovered in the accompanying map. 

am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. E. STEEN, 

First Lieutenant 3d ivgfaatry. 
First Lggpt. J. D. 

A G i a cti est. 'tant
, rf Mov. rs. dz Sam Fi, M M 
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Fear Dmruxcs, N. M., August 19, 1859. 

Sra: In obedience to orders No. 11, headquarters Navajo command, 
Fort Defiance, New Mexico, Au ust 9, 1859, I started on the morning · 

of the llth ultimo, (August) wigr the command assigned me, and have
‘ 

the honor to submit the following report:
j 

The first day’s march led through the canon a little south of east of
{ 

this post ; the {general course throughout the day north of east ; saw no 
corn-fields; a ew lodges, old and deserted; encamped at night on holes 
of rain-water; saw no permanent water; marched seventeen miles. 

August l2.—Made an early start this morning, with forty-five 

mounted riiiemen under command of Lieutenant Dubois, regiment 
mounted rifles; Lieutenant Bell, Third infantry, accompanying; leav- 
ing Lieutenants Dickinson, Third infantry, and Claflin, regiment 
mounted rifles to fellow with the remainder of the command. 
From a conversation had last night with Sarcillos Largos, who had 
volunteered before leaving the post to conduct the command to 

where the Indians lived who were accused of stealing the cows 
from the Zunis, I was in hopes, the guide being honest,-to be able 
to catch the thieves, or, at least, to secure their herds, and thus comply 
with my instructions. Having made a quick march of nearly fourteen 
miles, Sarcillos Largos informed me that the Indians e were in search 

_ 
of were ahead. I moved on slowly, not anticipating a bloody fight 
with forty-five riflemen against three Indians. I should here state, 
Indians had been joining the command for some four or tive miles back 
on the march; and there were at this time twelve or fifteen riding 
ahead of the command with the guides, occasionally one of these Indians

, 

would ride some distance ahead, and returning, communicate some-
f 

thing to the guides. We new reached the point where the thieves ; 

were, and found them about half mile up the side of the mountain, and i 

on ground impracticable for our horses in a chase. I therefore ordered 
the guide to conduct me to the nearest water, where I encamped. I 

was in hopes Sarcillos Largos would be able to induce the thieves to 
come into camp during the evening, when it was my intention to have 
seized them; he, however, failed to do so. The Indians gave as a rea- 
son. for not coming in, that they were afraid the soldiers would kill 
them; at one time they sent me word they would meet me on a hill .

_ 

about a quarter of a mile from camp. I sent them word that I had l 

nothing to say to them; and, if they wished to speak to me, they must 
come into my camp. I talked with many Indians this evening, but was 
unable to find out from them where the flocks and herds belonging to the 
thieves were to be found. They all agreed on the same old story, that it 
was impossible for them to deliver up the thieves for fear of the conse- 
quences. By this day’s march I foun I had left Laguna Grande so far in 
my rear that I did not think it necessary to return in order to visit it. 
From the best information, it is situated some six or seven miles 

southeast of our camp of the first day; our course to-day was east ot 
north, striking Chusea valley early in the morning; continuing up it; 
the mountains on our left, and near us; saw four or tive lodges and 
small oorn—fields; encamped on quite a large hole of mudd water; in

l 

the vicinity were other holes, tolerable Igrass, no wood. 'llhe distance 

of to-day’s march, fifteen and a half m' es; at the camp of to-day we 
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_ found the lodglqs of qhe thieves-—mere temporary shades—and the heads 
and bones oft e sto en cows. . 

August 13.-Our course to-day northeast, and still in the valley; 
enearpgguon a brlqnqlh of arrqylq)QI‘unicha; grass prcm good; water in u 

smal nas w ic is pro y permanent a g portion of the 
year; no wood, . Many Indians came into my camp; had a long talk 

2 with them relaiive to the subjects mentioned in my instructions; 
i encamped nearly opposite to Washington’s pass. Distance of march 

to-day fifteen and a half miles. 

Q 

August 14.-Our course turned nearly west for Washington’s pass 
after reacping tlqiqtlglls; passedg llqdge of two lyvomen, ope man, and Q 

some twe ve or n oats an s eep · saw t ree smal corn-fields. 

Reaching the mouth of the pass, found a hmall running stream of good, Q 

pure water; a little further on a small cienequilla of good grass. i 

Encamped on the summit; wood, water, and grass plenty, and excellent.
{ 

August 15.-Did not move camp in consequence of the illness of Pri-
g 

_ 

vate McClusky, company L, 3d infantry. Q 

August 16.—Left camp in \Vashington pass; our course west of
l 

south ; passed a spring oi permanent water, also a small running stream ; - 

saw one camp of Indians, a few horses, and some one hundred and fifty
Q 

Q 

or two hundred sheep and goats. Marched fourteen and a-half miles,
g 

and encamped at Laguna Negra.
Q 

Q August 17.—Marched to the post. The country at Laguna Negra, i 

and from that point to the post, is well known. All the animals of
Q the command returned in as good condition as they were when they left. _ 

Accompanying this re§rt is a sketch of the country travelled over,
Q made by ieutenant W. . Bell, 3d infantry, who was assigned to the
; 

command as topplgraphical mneer.
f 

Very respect y, your o
' 

ent servanltg 
B S O D O O 

Captain 3d infantry, commanding column. 
Lieutenant J. H. Epson, 

R. M R., Acting Adjt. troops, in Navajo country. ' 

P. S.:-I would respectfully add that all the Indians seen on the trip 

Q 

were exceedingly friendly, and willing to render us any service in their 
power; they all desire peace.

” 

Q 

Very respectfully, H. B. SCHROEDER, 
, 

Captain, 3d infantry, comm. column. 

24. Colonel Bonneville to the General-in·chi¢jZ 

i 
Hmmosarnns Dnusmmr or N sw Msxrco, 

Santa Fé, M M, September 25, 1859. 
Q 

Comm: I have the honor to inclose, for the information of the 
lieutenant general-in-chief, copies of instructions sent from these head- 

V 

quarters. 

__ 
3 I am very respectfully, your 

ob§dqqntise1iy8r§i{ EVILLE O O • ’ 
` 

Col. 3d infantry comm’g. depart. 
. 

Lieutenant Colonel L. Tnonas, 

Q 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Headquarters of the Army, New York city. 

NNO3081O
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Hssnoussrnss Dnrmgamr or Naw Mmxroo. 
nta Fé August 7 1859. 

Muon: Your communication of July 17, has been submittbd to the 
department commander, who directs me to state in reply that Mr. 
Kendrick, the newly appointed agent for the Navajos, as arrived 
here, and will shortly eave for ort Defiance; he will carry out 
further instructions from the superintendent of Indian affairs. 

Instructions will be sent you at the same time. 
As there is a possibility that war may ensue, you cannot be too 

dih oéent in obtaining every information in regard to the country. It 

wd d alsobbe advisable to keep your command fully prepared to strike a ecisive ow at any moment. 
I am respectfully, your obedient servant,J

a 

OHN D. WILKINS 
_ 

First Lieut. 3d in/` y. , Acting Assistant Acyutant Genezial. 
Mayor J. S. Smossos,

g 

R. IL R., comm’g Fort Defiance, NZ JEL 

Hswovssrsss Lsvssgrussr or New Msxrco, 
anta Fé, August 12 1859.

g 

Muon: The department commander directs me to informa you that 
the new agent for the Navajoes, Mr. Hendrick, carries out further 
instructions from the superintendent of Indian affairs in regard to 
those Indians. Upon his application, you will take possession of any i 

Indians or {locks he may esngnate, and hold them subject his 

°"‘°'°;¤ .i“°‘“ i`&’J&`§‘iE i2i‘ ·Z’ »§’e“E$1*§i3L‘3.3“° "°3"{’f Ti ‘“‘?°““· i 

youw , _oso‘ .. . asa ecaraxono .· T 

against the whole nation; the department commander reservingvto 
himself the right to declare a general war against the N avajos, after 
consultation with the superintendent of Indian afairs. 
Should you however observe a general uprising among the Indians, 

A you will immediately commence hostilities. Under such circumstances
; 

you cannot act too promptly. 
bed 

‘

i 

I am, very respectfully, your o ient servant, * 

· JOHN D. WILKINS 
3d infantry, Acting Assistant Adjutant General, 

or . . ones, A 

Begunaat Haunted Rgen•e•
' 

on Digicams, N. M. 

· Hmnoosarsss Dxrmsrgsmlgg lim Mmm, 
nta , ugust 12 1859. 

Muon: The department commander directs me to say to
’ 

you that 
when your command was ordered to the N avago country, it was expected 
may would return about the 16th of September. Under present 

NNO30811
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. 
circumstances that will not be possible, unless the present diiiiculties 

terminate, of which you will advise these headquarters, and await g 

instructions. 

By this time, your exploring parties have no doubt informed you of 
the nature of the country, and, the places where the Indians cultivate, 

‘ 

graze their animals, &c., and you must have formed some idea how 
i 

the war, if it become a matter of necessity, can be carried on most 
j 

successfully. From what the department commander saw last winter, 
he thinks Fort Defiance too far in the region of snow to be available 

§ 
as a depot for the troops to act from in the winter; for the Indians 
even declined attending the council on account of the depth of snow. 
His idea is, that Zuni on the south and Tunichey on the no1·th would

‘ 

be nearer the winterin ground of the Indians, where the troops would 
have to o in search otg them and their herds and their flocks, and that 
Fort Degance could be left with merely a garrison suilicient to defend it. 

§ 
He requests your views on the subject. 

Q 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

_ 

JOHN D. WILKINS, P 

First Ixieut. 3d infantry, Acting Assistant Aogutant General.

i 

Hmnousrrrsns Dsrsnrmnrr or Mrmco, 
g 

Santa Fé, August 14, 1859. i 

Muon: Your report and inelosurcs of August 8th were duly received
§ 

{ 

and submitted to t e department commander, who directs me to state 
, 

that he is glad the Indians are desirous of complying with the a ee- 

ments made with the superintendent of Indian ailairs last Decemilar; 
tlge freport will be forwarded for the information of the general·in- 
c 16 . 

With regard to withdrawing the troops, he is of the opinion, that 
now is the time to make a {ina- adjustment of the Navajo diiiieulties. 

l 
As long as the Indian department are in negotiation on the subject, if 

g 
peace or war, he cannot see how he can well withdraw the troo s; that 

i 
in the meantime it is desirable you continue explorations. Tge N ava- 
jos have been represented as the owners of large herds of horses and 
sheep, and it is probable with their desire for concealment you may not 

§ 
have seen all. It is necessary that this should be known to a cer- 

; 

tainty as a basis for the superintendent of Indian aifairs and himself to 
2 act on. 

Last winter it was frequently reported that the Navajoes had driven 
large numbers of their animals sixty miles south of Zuni, also to the 
waters of the Chiriquito Colorado, and on the northern slope of the 

j 

" Sierra Blanco." Others represented that they were hid to the north 
and northwest of Moqui, and that Cuyatona’s band took refuge to the 
north of the San Juan. 

A From your representations of the late rains and the coming up of ' 

g 

the grass, this rsprobably the time when examinations of these por- 
i tions can be most readily made. It is well understood that grass is 

dedcient in the neighborhood of Fort Defiance on account of its eleva- 

NNO30812



336 nsrosr or rm-: 

tion. Last winter it was covered with deep snow, whilst in the distant l 

valleys and plains there was no snow and an abundance of grass; and i 

there it was where the Indians were supposed to have wintered their 
stock. He suggests that in case you should {ind it impossible to carry 
sumcient provnsnons on your ack mules to explore these distant places; 
why it would not be advisable to load all your wagons, mules, and 
horses, if neccssary, and establish a depdt on the Moquis on the Chiri—

g 

quito Colorado or at Zuni, and from either as a center, continue your
’ 

explorations ? 

hould it be necessary to hire Moqui, Zuni, or other Indians as 
guides for this purpose, you are authorized to do so. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
· 

JOHN D. WILKINS, 
First Lieut. 3d infantry Acting Assistant Acyutant General. 

Major J. S. Simonson, 
R. M R., commanding Fart Defance, N M 

Hssnousnrsss Dsrsnrmssr or New Msxroo, 
Santa Fé, September 7, 1859. 

Muon: The department commander directs me to inform you that a , 

report has reached here that " Guerro’ ’ having some papers, supposed to 
be for these headquarters, was set upon by a party of Indians, at present 
unknown, and has not since been heard of. He also directs me to say

Q 

that the report of Captain Schroeder, 3d infantry, does not meet his 
approval in this much-—that he appears to regard the object of his z 

scout as a trivial matter; whereas t e department commander thinks
{ 

a great deal of importance would have attended its success. In addi-
g 

tion to this, forwarded as it has been to the headquarters of the army, 
it may be looked upon in a different lightfrom what he (Captain S.) 
supposes, and reflect upon others.

i 

am directed also to say that you_ mention " there are some ten or 
twelve men in the nation who do all the stealing ;" if you can catch 
some of them, and hang two or three it will have a salutary effect on 
the whole tribe. 
The department commander desires you write by every mail and 

keep him informed of the state of affairs. s 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 

. JOHN D. WILKINS, ‘ 

First Lieut. 3d infantry, Acting Ass’t Ac§’t General. 

Hier J. S. Snrossos,
I 

. Ml R., commanding Fort Defiance, New Meacico. 

25. Colonel Bonneville to the General-·in-chieji 

Hssnoussrsss Dnrssrxmrr or New Mexico, 
A 

A 
Santa Fé, October 2, 1859. 

Comma.: I have the honor to inclose, for the infomation of the 
lieutenant general-in-chief, copies of orders lately issued by me. Also,
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i 

the papers marked A, copies of instructions to and communications 
`{ from the commanding oflicer of Fort Defiance, relative to the N avaios. 
Q It has been my constant exertion to have this large nation divided r

i 

among themselves, as you may have observed in my iormer instruc- 
tions as well as the inclosed. T 

l 

_ 
The papers marked B, report ol` Major Simonson, inclosing report of 

j 

. Captain \Valker, regiment mounted rifles, relative to some Mormon 

, 

emissaries having been sent among the Indians living on the western
g 

limits of this department. This may create some talk, but I do not 
· apprehend any serious result from anything the Mormons can do in L 

that quarter. I will however keep myself advised as to what takes place. 
You will also see by Special Order No. 121 that, on the representa— .

i 

_ tion of Colonel Reeve, commanding Fort Buchanan, I have assembled ’ 

a force of two hundred and twenty men, on the San Pedro river, near
y 

the overland mail station, to be under his command for the purpose of . 

chastising the Pinal Apaches, and such other Indians in that part of
, 

the department as 111ay require it. . 

· 

j 
I am, very respecttnll y, your obedient servant, g 

B. L. E. BONNEVILLE,
y 

Colonel Bcl infamry, commanding deporlment. 

i 

Lieutenant Colonel L. Tuonas, 
I1le¢ulquar1‘ers of {lie Army, New Kirk cily. {or 

g , 

z

· 

I’lEAI)QL’ARTERS DEPARTMENT or New Mexico, 
Santa Fé, Sepfember 10, 1859. l 

l`IAJORZ By direction of the department commander I inclose you a 
.letter just received by him. It inrhrms of an outrage committed by 
Indians, supposed to be Navajos. You will immediately investigate 
this, and if the depredators should he Navajos punish them at once. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L 

JOHN D. WILKINS, e 

Firsl Lieut. 3d infantry, Acting A.s·s’t Aclj’t Gen.
' 

x 

Major J. S. Smrrcsox, If. Jl]. R.,
§ 

§ 
Uommianding Fort Defiance, Aho Jleaiico. e

f 

l

l 

el 

y 

a 

_ 

Hmnctianrans NAvAJo 
_ 

. lhri I)ry‘iance, New Mexico, Seyylember 23, 1859. ~ 

j 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge your communication of the s 

. 10th instant. Scarce a doubt is entertained that Navajos committed 

i 
the murder and dcpredations mentioned by Mr. Hubbell. Cabras 
Blanco, an Indian living at Tunicha, informed Mr. Kendrick, the 

Q agent, that five Navajos have brought to Tunicha eleven cattle, and 

, 

boasted that they had killed two Mexicans. He also said that the thieves 
· ’ and murderers were attacked by Navajos at Tunicha, and two of the 

_ 

murderers were killed; that the three remaining thieves went oil` in a 

g 

manner which induced him to believe they were going on another
L 

Ve!. ii-—-—·22
I

l 
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tbray, and that the principal man in this aflair was a man whose . 

brother had been killed last year at Atriseo. This confirms the report
I 

from Albu uerque, as far as the murder of the two men, but differs
, 

greatly in tlne number of Indians concerned and the number of cattle 
stolen. It is reported that Cyatana has planted corn on the Tuni-

l 

cha, and the belief is entertained that some of his band are guilty of l 

the murder and dcpredations. l 

Captain H. B. Schroeder, 3d infantry, with two companies 3d infan- 
try and detachment of mounted rifles, have marched for Tunicha, in 
pursuit of the murderers and depredators. r 

Mr. Kendrick, the Indian agent, hasappointed a council to be held 
with the Indians at Laguna Negra, on the 25th instant. Fearing that

, 

e the presence of the troops may alarm the Indians and prevent their r 

attending the council, he has requested that I take only a small guard 
to the place of holdingit. 
"Huero Miles," the chief robbed, had no communications for head- 

quarters; his object was to see Colonel Collins, the superintendent, in 
relation to the indemnity, and to sell some horses. He had a written

I 

pass from the Indian agent here, and was accompanied by the nephew 
of the governor of J emez, a Pueblo Indian, who, he says, knows the 
robbers, and can tell if they belong to Sandia or San Philippe. His 
loss was 4 horses, 14 yards vazeth, 15 yards domestic, 1 pair pants, 2 

blue blankets, 4 Navajo blankets, 4 buffalo robes, 2 plugs tobacco, 
and 1 knife. He sold a horse to a priest tbr the goods, and lost them 
as above stated. 
About the time of the murder and robberies mentioned by Mr. Hub- 

bell, 27 Mexicans came up the road as far as a point where a route A

§ 

turns off to the mouth of De Chelly. They were on a trading expe- 
dition, Mr. Kendrick, the Indian agent, went to De Chelly to ascer— 
tain what they were trading, and if they had a license, but could not 
get nearer than one day’s travel of them. This is the third trading Q 

party of which we have received intbrmation, and in every instance
S 

they have done mischief in stating falsehoods to the Indians, and tell- - 

ing themthey had paid all the indemnity required.
L 

am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H 

~ 

' 

J. S. SIMONSON, 
rllajor R. ]lI. R. , comfy troops in Navajo country. -

j 

Lieut. Jour! D. WILKINS, Acting As.s·’t Acl;"t General, _ 

- Department of New Mexico, Santa Fé, N, M. 

s Huanousarsns Naviuo Commun, s 

,Fort De/lance, New Meazico, September 23, 1859. 
I 

SIR: I have the honor to tbrward the report and sketch of explora- 
tions made by Ca tain J. G. Walker, regiment mounted rifles, in 
pursuance with Orders No. 14 from these headquarters. This report 
will be found highly useful and interesting, having been made over a 
country heretothre unkuownto our troops. The immense coal beds 
discovered are of great importance, in view of future railroad construc- 
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tion; being nearly intermeeliate between the Mississippi and Pacific
" 

I 

termini. · s

. 

Also herewith is forwarded the special report of Captain Vllalker 
in relation to the movements of the Mormons with the Indian tribes. 

pl 

g 
Not a doubt exists that this tampering with the Indians is to the proi- 

A udice of the citizens of the United States and the interest of the gov- 
ernment. A Pah-Ute, who visited the Indian agent here, informed

, 

l me of the proposed council at Sierra Panoche, and expressed himself
`

I 

anxious to attend it, in order, as he said, to bring about a peace with 
the Navajos; he said the Mormons had baptized him into their clmrch,

` 

and gave him a paper certifying he was a Latter Day Saint and a good . 

{ 

man. He was informed that the President of the United States * 

appointed agents to whose care the interests of the Indian tribes were ‘ 

entrusted, and that all persons assuming these duties without his . 

authority were bad men; that last year the conduct of the Mormons 
was such that he sent his troops against them, and that now these bad Q 

men were endeavoring to get our red brothers identified in their difli- 
culties and troubles. Much more was said of the same tendency, and 
he promised he would not attend the Mormon council; his manner, 
however, contradicted his promise, and I have not a doubt he will be r 

present himself and induce as many N avajos as he can to be present 
also. Every prominent man among the Navajos has heard of this i 

Mormon council, and doubtless some will attend it. 
’ 

Major Shepherd" s column returned to the post yesterday. His report 
will be lhrwarded as early as possible. 

`L

. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I 

i J. S. SIMONSON,
§ 

‘ 

Major R. JI. R., co2n’g troops in Navajoe country.
‘ 
·

Q 

Lieut. Jenn D. NVILKINS, Acting Ass’t Aclft General, s

A 

Departrnent of New Jllexico, Santa Fé, N. 1lL . 

{ 

Forrr I)sr1.xxcr·:, N sw Msxrco, September 20, 1859.
, 

. Sm: On 1ny late exploring expedition in the neighborhood of the 
{. 

{ 

Colorado Chiquito and San Juan rivers, my camp was visited, about 
· eighty miles west of the mouth ofthe Canon de Chelly, by a party of 
l Pah Utahs, one of whom could speak the Navajo language, and gave 
{ 

the fhllowing statement to my Navajo guide in the presence of the 
interpreter: 

e 

" That the Mormons had depnted them and some others, who had 
gone on to the Canon dc Chelly, to meet the Navajos and to make 

r peace with them ; that they (theiMormons) were anxious to see peace 
established between all the different tribes between the Colorado and 
the Rioi Grande, and by that means to resist the encroachments of the

i 
people and government of the United States, the natural enemies of >

1 

~ the whole Indian race. That, unless they resisted us, we would 
soon have their entire country; that they (tho Mormons) would 8.881SlD 

them with arms and ammunition to do this. That, in order to carry 
these views fully into ellboh the Mormons had sent thorn (the Pah Utahs)

y 
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to invite the Navajos to meet them and all the different bands of the 
Utahs and the Mohaves at the Sierra Panoche, a mountain some 
seventy or ei hty miles east of the Colorado, and about fhrty miles 
southeast of the junction of the Rio San Juan and Colorado Chiquitof

` 

This council is to be held about the middle of October next, at which 
time the Mormons are to distribute arms and ammunition to the various 
tribes represented in the council who will join the alliance. 
That this statement is substantially true, I have every reason to 

believe, as the Pah Utahs, to confirm their story, exhibited various 
presents from the Mormons, such as new shirts, beads, powder, &c. 
was further confirmed in this opinion by meeting, the next day, a 

deputation of Navajos on their way to Sierra Panoche, to learn the 
truth of these statements, which had been conveyed to them by a Pali 
Utah whom I saw in the Canon de Chelly afterwards, who had been 
sent as a special envoy from the Mormons to the Navajos. He had 
in his possession a letter from a Mormon bishop or elder, stating that 
the bearer was an exemplary and regularly-baptized member of the 
church of the Latter Day Saints. 
From this, there seems little doubt that these fanatics are endeavor- 

ing to combine all the wild tribes of this region against the people and 
government of the United States, and it is to he feared that their 
intrigues will cause much trouble, unless the government take prompt 
and effective measures to counteract them. It has already been 
observed that the Navajos, since the Mormon emissaries came among 

· them, are growing discontented and sullen; and should a war break 
out between our troops and the tribe, I believe it will have been brought 
about in no inconsidcrable degree by Mormon iniluence and intrigue. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. WVALKER, 

Captain R. M. R. , comig second colimzn .Na~va_jc com`<l. 

Lieutenant J. H. Ensou, 
Act’g Aelft. Navajo com` ¢l, Fort l)e/iancc, N. rl!. 

Hnanorrrxirrsrss l)s1·.urrnex·r or New Mexico. 
Santa Fc, October 2, 1859. 

r 
Muon: The department commander directs me to communicate lo 

you the following: Major Simonson reports that Captain Schroeder. 
with a force, have marched for Tunicha, in pursuit of murderers and 
depredators mentioned in Mr. Hubbell’s letter. Should he be unsuc- 
cessful in finding them, you will, on his return, take all the available 
troops in the Navajo country, leaving a sufficient garrison at Fort 
Defiance, and proceed to Tunichey, and chastizc the Indians living 
in that vicinity. 
He further directs me to say that it is time these murders and rob- 

beries should cease, and as scarce a doubt is entertained that this last 
robbery and murder was committed by the N avajos living in Tunicbcy, 
you will endeavor to make this blow as effective as possible. The 
explorations made throughout the summer, have given you sufficient 
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information of the resources and situation of the country as scarcely to 
allow of a failure. 

This is not intended to he a general war against the nation, but 
simply a merited chastizement of the Indians in and about Tunichey 
tiir this robbery, and they are to understand, it will be repeated every 
time a depredation is traced to them. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN l). VVILKINS, 

First Lieut., Bd iifmtry, Acting Assist. Ar§. Gen. 
Brevet Major O. L. SIIEPIIEIKD, U. S. A., 

( 'ommcuuliug Fort Ile/iuuee, New Marico. 

26. Colonel Bonneville to the Generat·in—chie/ .̀ 

HEADQITARTERS Dsainrmzxr or New Maxim, 
Santa Fé, AI M., October 10, 1859. 

(`oi,0xm.: By direction of the department commander new absent, 
I have the honor to inclose, tor the information of the lieutenant 
general-in-chief, the tollowing copies of reports received at these head- 
quarters. "A." Major J. S. Simonson’s report of Indian council 
held near Fort Defiance. "B." Brevet Major O. L. Shepherd’s 
report of exploration of Navajo country. " C. " Captain J. G. 
\Valker’s report of exploration of the Navajo country, northwest of · 

Fort Defiance.
‘ 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN 1). WILKINS, 

I*`irst Lieut. Bcl In/"y A. Asst. Acijt. Gent. 
Lieutenant Colonel L. Tuoxms, A.s·sist. Adj. Gen., 

B.·adqum·ters ofthe Army, New Ibrk city. 

Haanoranruns NAVAJ0 CGMMAND, 
Ihr! I)qjiau.ce, New Blexieo, September 28, 1859. 

Sm: I have the honor to report that the Indian agent held a coun- 
cil with the Indians at Laguna Negra on the 25th instant. After 

stating to them a desire for the peace and happiness of the Navajos 
under his charge, and his personal friendship thr them, &c., he stated 
"that they had not paid up the indemnity for which they had pledged 
themselves in the treaty of December last, and that this must be paid, 
else he would be compelled to turn them over to the military for 
punishment and reprisal; that instead of paying for pro erty heretofore 
stolen by them, andremaiuing peaceable, their people had again been 
committing murder and robbery towards the Rio Grande; that it was 
the determination to put a stop to these murders and robberies; and 
that the entire nation would be held responsible, and must be the 
sufferers, unless the depredators themselves were brought to punish- 
1nent." He said they were liable now to be treated as enemies for the 
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violation of their own agreement last December. hut that in considera- 
tion of the efforts of many to pay, and the solicitude of many he knew 
to be good men among them for the maintenance of peace, the statc- 
ment of these that they thought they had paid enough, but were 
willing to pay more as their means would permit, and endeavor to pro- 
cure contributions from others, and had requested f` urther time to do 
so, he would give them thirty days to gather and bring in more horses, 
sheep, and other property, and show their good intentions, &e., &c. 
They said " they thought they had paid enough; that they were very 

poor people, and unable to pay more without distressing their wives 
and children, and depriving them of the means of living; that they 
had not stolen anything-, nor committed any dcpredations, and had 
discountenanced and discouraged it in others of their people, who 
they knew were bad men; that these bad men most|ly lived on the 
other side of the mountain; and that the late robbery and murder 
on the Rio Grande was committed by a man whose brother was killed 
by Mexicans last year at Atriseo; this man being aided by fbur or five 
other bad men who lived on the other side of the mountain at 'I‘unicha." 
They said "these bad men had not been seen by them since the 

murder; that they had been told they were attacked by other Navajos 
on their return to Tunicha, and had run off to the mountains; and 
that they would have nothing to do with the bad men." They also 
said " that six of their people had been killed by Mexicans and Pueblo 
Indians without just cause; that many had been robbed and plundcred 
of l}l1CIl‘ property by Mexicans and Pueblo Indians, and no remunera- 

. tion for the stolen property had ever been made; that these robberies had 
been done since the peace, and most of them last spring and Slllllll10I`.H 
They said "an inoffensive Navajo was killed at Zuni last spring for 
no other cause than that he was alone and a Navajo; that about the 
first of this month another was killed near J emez and robbed of vieta* 
and other goods, for which he was followed and murdered; that within 
the last two months a number of their horses had been stolen, and other 
property taken at different places, and no remuneration or satisfaction 
offered; that Huero Miles had been robbed by Sandra and San Philippe, 
when he had a pass from the present tata, and was on his way to see 
the great tata, (father,) at Santa F6, about the indemnity, and fbur 
horses and other property taken from him." They said " they knew the 
present tata (father? would investigate Huero`s losses, because he had 
told them he wouh 

; 
but no inquiry or investigation had been made 

into the other robberies of their people, and it was hard that their 
people were to be robbed and murdered so frequently without the least 
show of endeavor to do them justice or prevent the repetition, while 
they were compelled to pay an indemnity. perhaps to the murderers 
and robbers of Navajo relatives and friends, fbr claims at least doubt- 
ful if not dishonest." Af`ter much talk and speeches of similar tenor 
they agreed that they wouhl do what they could in the thirty days 
allowed to gather and bring in property. and would separate themselves 
from the thieves and bad men. Several then talked to the people 

‘R•·d cloth.
1 
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present, advising them to drive oll` the thieves and had men from among 
them, and do all they could to preserve peace. 

Herrcro Yirjo, Sarcillo Larzo, Gauaroa Mucho, and others spoke, 
all to the same purport, and were listened to with great attention by 
their people. 

It now seems that a strict and rigid compliance with the provisions 
and obligations ol` the treaty ul. the 25th of December last, as fitr as 
regards the payment tbr stolen or lost property must be required and 
entorced against these Indians, and that such payment is the ultimatum. 
without regard to the denial of the guilt of any of their people of many 
of the dcpredations ibr which remuneration is claimed, and without 
taking into consideration any of the losses they have sustainedby 
dcpredations committed against them. This being the case, and no 
deviation from a rigid and strict liberal construction of the treaty 

5 
allowed, would it not be right and fair to give the Navajo nation any 

j 

and every advantage that may result from such construction? The 
second article ot` the treaty reads: " They agree to imlenmi/`y the citi- 
zens, settlers, and Pueblo Iuilians fir all eleprcdalimzs comm filed on their 
property by any of I/ze Nwqjo auliozza, since the 15{/e day of August 

i 

lust, by Ute return of properly s!oIen," die. 
T 

In considering the justice of the present demands against the Nava- 
3 

jos tor restitution under the above article. one of two hypothesis must 
be assumed, either that the Navajos supposed as the demands tor indem- 
nity were not made at the time ot` making the treaty, they would not be 
made thereafter, or it` made thereafter, would be determined by some 
disinterested, fair, or legal mode of valuation. The claims for indem- 

i nity...were not presented at the tbrmation of the treaty, and there has 
t been ao lair, impartial, much less legal mode of ascertaining the value 
T 

ot` stolen property, or whether the property was stolen at all. On the 
contrary, the demands now being urged against these Indians are 
made up ot` claiu1s establishel on no better authority than the testimony 
ot` interested parties. 

_ The third article provides the penalty {br dcpredations perpetrated, 
but creates no authority or power to determine if Navajos were the 
perpetrators, or the value of the property stolen, and it is submitted 
whether it would be right or just to enforce demands which have not 
been adjudicated by some legally—constituted authority, which are in 
most cases exaggerated, and in some wholly fictitious, upon the inter- 
ested testimony of the claimants themselves, and the absence of any 
stipulation in the treaty in relation to the manner of establishing the

T 

justice ot` the demands. s

_ 

The attention of the department commander is particularly requested l 

to this branch of the subject. lt is believed this is the first instance
{ on record where men who have had the misfortune to lose property, 

have been allowed to prove their claims by their own testimony, set 
their own value upon it, and have their pretended losses made good to 
them upon such testimony, or enlorced at the point of the bayonet. 
Upon what testimony are these robberies afiixed upon the Navajos? 
Did any one of the sufferers ever pretend to have seen the thieves and

T 

recognized them? Has the stolen property been ibnnd in their pos- 
session? Even if all the property for which indeiunity is demanded |20
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_ 
was actually stolen, (ia supposition that cannot be admitted,) there is 
no proof whatever that the Navajo Indians committed the robberies. 
As this appears to be the only obstacle to a peace with the Navajo 

nation, it becomes an important matter, and demands the serious con- 
sideration of the proper authorities. This question settled, andthe 
nation induced to separate from the thieves and dcpredators, the 
punishment of the latter would be accomplished with certainty, and 

- would be much more effectual than by holding the innocent and guilty 
alike res ionsible. 

Anothl cr important item, in connection with Navajo affairs, is the 
depredations of Mexican citizens and Pueblo Indians upon Navajos. 
Since the troops arrived in the Navajo country, in June last, these 
dcpredations have increased under the supposition that the plundering 
of the Indians could be done with impunity, and less danger be 
encountered; and they have been continued up to this time. A 
universal trait of savage character is to revenge a wrong done them- 
selves or friends upon any of the race or people of the party commit- 
ting that wrong, ancl until the Mexicms and Pueblo Indians can be 
restrained from depredating upon the persons and broperty of the 
Navajos, it will be almost impossible to prevent retaliation. Several 

dcpredations upon the property of the Indians are within my own 
knowledge, and when asked by them if they would not he paid their 
losses my answer has been, that our great father, the President of the 
United States, would see them righted; but unless they could identify 
the thief,~or show the stolen property, they had no remedy, there being 
no stipulation to that eff` ect 1n the treaty. And I respectfully request 
to be informed if it was the intention of Colonel Bonneville and Colonel 
Collins, who acted in behalf of the United States, to exclude the Na- 
vajo nation from the ‘benefit of indemnity fbr dcpredations committed 
against them by citizens of New Mexico and Pueblo Indians`? The 
treaty binds the Navajos to make restitution, but leaves them without 
redress fbr injuries inflicted upon them by other persons under the 
protection of the United States. The principles of equity and fair 

dealing forbid the supposition that the makers of the treaty of the 
25th of December last desired to take advantage of` the ignorance of 
the Navajos of our language, to force upon them terms so unequal 
and unjust. That the Navajos understood that restitution was to be 
mutual is certain from their constant declarations and their frequent 
applications to the agents and officers of the United States fhr such 
restitution, and the omission of a stipulation affording them redress 
fbr injuries done to persons and. property, must greatly prejudice the 
character of our- country for justice and fair dealing, in their estima- 
tion. If it be answered that the treaty must not be complied with, in 
its literal, rigid construction, and thereby the Navajos are cut off from 
the benefit of mutual restitution, then all justice and fair dealing 
demands our adherence to the latter, in its provisions in regard to 

indemnity for property alleged to have been stolen by the Navajos, 
and that all claims not legally established be excluded. 
A list of property said to be taken from different places and differ- 

ent rsons, without date, except in one instance, has been furnished 
the liddian agent here, and a letter accompanying, from the superin- 

nnososm



SECRETARY OF WAI}. 

tendent of Indian affairs, says they must he paid, but by wlzrm thc 
claims are adjudicated and allowed we have no information. The

_ 

whole proceeding has been cr pwfr. Neither in person nor by counsel 
were the Indians present; they have not lwen confronted with the 
witnesses, nor permitted to defend themselves. Let the murderers, on 
all occasions, be punished with the utmost rigor; make their stock, 
property, and persons be amenable for all they steal ; 

but we should 
reflect, befbre enforcing claims under the provisions of the treaty of 
December last, upon the inoffensive and innocent. 

It is now thought that Mexicans were concerned with the five Nava- 
jos in the late murders near the Pucrco, as they were seen near the 
place where the murders were committed about the time, and the 
trail of the murderers shows thatthcre were more than five in the 

party. The Indian who lcd the Navajos, fbur others and himself
,̀ 

attended one of the councils at this piace, and claimed remuneration 
for his brother, killed last year at Atrisco. Failing in this, he revenged 
his brother on an innocent man. Vfe will put him and his coadjutor 
to death, if possible. 

The present agent. for the Navajos, Major Kendrick, has been very 
industrious in the discharge of his duties. The energy he displays will 
soon give him an influence over the Navajo Indians that no agent has 
possessed since the death of Mr. I)odgc, and will have a most salutary 
effect upon their condition and the peace of the country. 
No information has been received from Captain Schroeder since he 

marched in pursuit of the murderers, supposed to be at 'I‘unicha. His 
report will be forwarded on his return. 
The Indians have thirty days to bring in property, and comply with 

the treaty. The explorations will therefore be suspended, after the 
return of the troops now out, until after that period, unless otherwise 
ordered. Our pack mules are much injured and broken down, and 
until recruited will be unfit fbr service. 
Very respectfitlly, your obedient servant, 

J. L. SIMONSON, 
Jlfqjor R. JI. 1f., com’g Nucrgjo country. 

First Lieut. Jeux D. VVILKINS, 
Act. Asst. Arljf. Gen., Dep!. of New Zlfcarico, Sonia Fé. 

Four Dsruxcn, N. M., 
September 20, 1859. 

Sm: In compliance with Orders No. 14, dated headquarters Navajo
I 

command, Fort l)efiance, New Mexico, September 1, 1859, I marched 
from this camp on the 5th instant with company " K" and a detach- 
ment of company " E," mounted rifles, and companies " U" and " E," 
3d infantry, under the command of Lieutenants l5ell~and Walker, 
respectively. ·

· I _ I 

The first two days march, (thirty miles,) and a part of the tlurd, 
was over the well known Moqui road, but seven miles beyond the Rio 
Pueblitas we changed our course to north seventy west, and traveling
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ten miles over a broad valley-like plain lying between the hills on the 
Pueblit-as on the cast, and the range of broken mountain-like hills 
known as thc rllems de ln Vocal, on the west, and encamped on good 
grass, with rain water in holes. l)ay` s march, seventeen miles. 
8th.-Marched eleven miles north twenty west, to the foot of the 

Jlksa ele la, Vaca, their northeastern termination, which we suppose to 
s be about twelve miles from the mouth of the Canon de Chelly. Eu- 

tering this system of broken hills and small valleys, our progress 
rendered slow by the miry character of the latter from recent heavy 
rains, we marched on the same course (about north twenty west) ten 
miles, and encamped at a peculiar rock in the valley, called Piedra 
Santada. About five miles to the north of our camp our Navajo 
guide says there is a large spring which the Indians call by a name 
signifying " Trout Spring," from this fish being found their in 

abundance. As it lay off our route we did not visit it. \Ve found. 
water in holes at thefbot of the rock, but I do not think it permanent. 
Grass indifferent. Day’s march, twenty-one miles. 

9tl1.——~'l'raveled five miles over the broken mesa, course northwest; 
then rising a very steep hill, gradually descended into a broad valley 
running from north to south, and extending, as our guide infbrmed 
us, as far as the Moqui villages. Since entering the mesa we have 
seen no signs of cultivation, except one small patch of corn this morn- 
ing, near our camp of last night. This valley, although it seems 
fertile, is not cultivated, there being no water except in the rainy 
season, although we found-an abundance of water in pools along the 
valley. About two miles from where we entered the valley, traveling 
north ten west, the guide pointed to a spring of permanent water to s 

the east of our route, and about a mile and a half from it, in a canon 
at the foot ofa high bluff, to which a well—beaten trail leads. Marcin- 

ing eight miles up the valley we encamped on good grass. )Vater in 
holes, not permanent. Day` s march, thirteen miles. 
l0th.—Our course from camp was northwest, three miles up the 

valley, then across a ".divide," and entered another small valley, 
running nearly west, down which we traveled ten miles, the valley 
widening as we advanced, until we reached a ruined pueblo of some 
former race, known now as the pueblo of Tapolate, perched on a hill 
jutting into the valley on the north side; near by is a laguna of 
permanent water. About a mile above this ruin we left the valley of 
`Tapolate, and turning more to the northward, (north thirty west,) we 
crossed a divide and entered another valley, a tributary of that just 
left, which the guide informs us debouches on the plain in the neighbor- 
hood of Oraybe, the most northern of the Moqui villages. Travel- 

ing up this valley (north seventy-five west) tbur miles, we encamped. 
on good grass; water in holes,,not permanent. Day’s march, sixteen 
miles. (Three miles from our camp of last night, observed bituminous 
coal of a good quality, apparently, cropping out on the hill side, in 
two distinct strata, with forty or fifty feet of sandstone intervening.) 

llth.--Traveled four miles nearly west; then crossed a divide, and 
entered another small valley, down which we marched three miles; ‘ 

then entered a broken valley running southwest, down which we 
marched one mile; then turning nearly due west for a short distance, 

uuososzs
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then north for nine miles, and encamped on good grass; rain water in 
arroyo. Day’s march, seventeen miles. Saw bituminous coal crop- 
ping out along the arroyos at several places to-day. 

l2th.——»Our cou1·sc for seven miles after leaving camp was nearly 
northwest, to a place with running, I ermanent water, called erllcfon dc 
Jam. Here we observed a column of smoke, apparently about two 
miles southwest, which we supposed to be from an Indian camp, or 
signal fire; but, after reconnoitering from the top of a neighboring 
hill, our Navajo guide assured us it came out of the earth. This we 
found, to our surprise, to be true. That it was a burning coal bed was 
very evident from the bituminous smell of the smoke which issued from 
two considerable fissures, the sides of which were coated with the bitu- 
minous deposits of the smoke. The hills from the top of which these 
volumes of smoke issued, is forty to fifty foet above the valley, and 
overgrown with cedar and pinon trees, which have been killed by the 
internal heat. This fire has probably existed some years, as the hill 
has aconsiderable cavity on the top from the consumption of the coal 
which formed the support of stratum of sandstone and earth. Our 
guide has not passed this place, he says, for fifteen years; but at that 
time there was no such fire; although he has frequen tly seen similar 
ones in differentplaces through this country, which, he says, every- 
where abounds in coal, or black earth, as he calls it. Leaving the 
burning coal bed, we continued our march northwest four and a half 
miles to the summit of the principal mountain of the Mesa de la Vaca; 
and, reaching a plateau on the summit, traveled two and a half miles, 
where we reached the bank of a precipice some six or seven hundred 
feet in height, from which we obtained a view of a vast range of as 
desolate and repulsive lookin g country as can be imagined. As far as 
the eye can reach towards the southwest, west, and northwest, is a vast 
mass of sandstone hills without any covering of vegetation, except a 

scanty growth of cedar. In the northwest, and apparently about fifty 
miles distant, Sic·2·m1’anoche, a detached mountain,~looms up; and 
beyond this, and to the northwest, our guide pointed to the junction 
of the Colorado (Jhiquito, and the Rio San Juan. At the foot of the 
precipice lies a valley from a mile to a mile and a half broad, which 
can be traced thirty or forty miles to the south, where it debouches 
upon the plains in the neighborhood of the Colorado Chiquito. 

Descending the precipice by a steep, zigzag path, we reached the val- 
ley, and crossing it obliquely to the western side two miles from where 
we entered it, we reached an ancient ruin, like all others in this coun- 
try, situated on a hill. The buildings are of stone, and of the same 
form and appearance as those met with in the Canon de Chelly, and 
other parts of New Mexico. Near this ruin we found pure rain water 
in natural tanks in the sandstone hills, which are solid blocks of e 

uustratified sandstone, which the action of water and other causes have 
disintegrated into deep fissures and canons, which everywhere break 
the surface, and render it entirely impractieable to travel over for any 
distance. Only the bottoms of these canons can be followed; and the 
guide assures me that there are very few of them that have any outlet 
but the mouth. The country on the two sides of this narrow valley 
has entirely diH` erent characteristics; on the eastern side the bluffs of
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the Mesa de la Vacaiare of white stratified sandstone, while on the 
western side the country is a vast mass of red sandstone in the wildest 
stratal confusion. Camped at the ruined pueblo; grass tolerable. Day’s 
march, nineteen miles. e 

13th.-—Marched this morning north twenty east down the val- 
` 

ley four miles to the mouth of a canon entering from the west, which 
is known by the name of La Puerta Limita. In this canon, which is 
of considerable length, there is said to be several lagunas, and good 
grazing, and is the home of a band of Pah Utahs. Half a mile below 
the mouth of this canon there is a spring breaking out at the foot of 
the bluffs on the west side of the valley; four miles down the valley 
from the Puerta Limitas, at the point of the mountain on the west 
side of the valley, is a laguna of permanent water. From this laguna 
we changed our course to northeast, and emerged upon the plain-like 
valley, with the Lana Negra, a dark rock resembling a vast Gothic 
cathedral, lying due north about ten miles distant. (This rock can be 
seen eighty or ninety miles to the eastward, and from a point twenty 
miles from this post.) 

` 

Marching six miles northeast we came to 
running and, I believe, permanent water, near some red hills, where 
we camped on poor grass. Day’s march, fourteen miles. 

l4th.-—Our course to-day has been nearly due east, along the north- 
ern base of the Mesa de la Vaca, which terminates towards the north 
in perpendicular precipices, from four to seven hundred feet in height. 
Camped at rain water in holes; grass tolerable. Day’s march, 

. eighteen miles.
A 

l5th.———One mile and a half from camp a laguna of permanent water. 
About one mile south-southeast of this laguna the guide pointed to a 
gorge in the mountain, where, he said, was a good spring, called Ozo

‘ 

Limita. (Limita is a small red berry, intensely acid, and valuable as 
an anti-scorbutic.) Our road leads southeast, along the base of the 
bluffs of the Mesa de la Vaca, passing over spurs of slight elevation. 
Fifteen miles from camp we turned off to a laguna of permanent 
water, five miles due east, where we camped; grass poor. Day’s 

· march, twenty miles. 
16th.-—Marched southeast nine miles, over a broken country, to a 

permanent spring, near a solitary rock in the valley, with an opening 
through it like a window. Three miles further came in sight of the 
cotton-wood trees in the Arroyo de Chelly, and about seven miles 
further we crossed it and encamped on very scanty grass. Day’ s march, 
nineteen miles. 

17th.-——Marched up the Arroyo de Chelly, passing numerous corn- 
fields and Navajo huts, swarming with men, women, and children, 
whose principal occupation seems to he the devouring of the corn crop 
of this year. Some of the more provident were engaged in drying 
corn for winter use, in kilns heated with hot stones. The Indians 
brought us some very good peaches.; Half the Navajo nation seems 
to he congregated here, either to enjoy the fruits of their own labor or 
the labor of others. They all express good will towards us, and a 
desire to be on friendly terms. Saw a good many horses, and two or 
three flocks of sheep. Marched six miles to the mouth of the canon, 
and encamped on abundance of coarse bottom grass.
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18th.-——Tl‘8,\’L‘lC’(l cast twenty south {br Hvc or six miles, along the 
southern brink of thc Canon dc Chelly, and every now und then obtain- 
ing a glimpse in the depths ut` thc chasm. About ten miles frcuu thc 
mouth we passed thc point at which Colonel Milcs` s culumu entered 
the Chelly last year. About fOlll`tCOIl miles from thc mouth of thc 
canon we found water in thc mwoyu, perhaps permanent, and nt this 
point wc turned to the right, leaving thc 1·uml by which Colonel Miles 
came from Fort Defiance, at the time he entered the canon. The road 
ibllmvcd by us is thc principal one used bythe Nnvqjos going fmm 
thc head to the mouth of thc Canon do Chelly, About sixteen milcs 
from our camp of last night wc czunc to the edge of 0. vast pine forest, 
that extends, in a belt of twenty-five miles in breadth, h·o111 cast td 
west, and in length, some eighty miles, from north to south. The 

E country to the west of thc point just mentioned, on the Chelly and 
Rio Pueblitos, produces only cedar amd piiun. About twenty miles 
hom thc mouth of thc Chelly wc cmuc to the head of one of its side 
canons, l1c1·ctoibre unknown. It is, in some respects, more remarkable 
than thc Chelly itself. The road passes within ax few yards of its 
head, ax circular opening in thc earth, fifty or sixty yards in diameter, 
amd probably ibut hundred feet deep. A tbw lmndrcd yards lower 
down, the canon becomes so much contracted, and thc opposite walls 
approach each other so nearly, that it looks as if one could almost leap 
across. The falling of even a small stone to the bottom 0i` this curious 
chasm gives out :1 report like that of :1 six pounder. From u hill cast 
of the head of this canon, we could trace its course tu its junction 
with thc Canon dc Chelly, about tcu miles to the northward. Three 
miles ihrthcr on wc came to :1 branch of this canon, along which wc 
traveled one or two miles to its head, whore we encamped; no grass; 
rain water in the arroyo; permanent water half u mile lower clown in 
thc caimncito just mentioned. This country has been much grazed 
over this year, aud, from the great number of huts everywhere secu, 
must have been fl hiding plzxcuelnnriug the wma The nooks and angles 
bctwccn the Canon dc Chelly and the two side canons mentioned above, 
are doubtless numbcrlcss, and being thoroughly known to thc Indians, ‘ 

and not at all to us, wc would have but little time to ferret them out 
in time of war. Day’s 111%].11311, tWOIlty·HV0 miles. 

southeast tcn miles to I·}w0ll’s Huy camp, mul thcncc 
to this camp uiuc miles. Days umrch, nineteen miles. V 

Bcibrc concluding, I would mention that I found no place known to 
i my guido as the " Mesa do Cali (Fassu," mentioned in my instructions, 
{ and no mountains supposed to bc southwest, where the Navajos are in 

the habit of taking refuge in time of war, except thc Mesa dc lu Vucu 
themselves. The region of country known by thié name is of very 
considerable cxtcut, say from sixty tu seventy miles cast uml west, and 

? of like extent from rmrthtu south. The country within these limits is 
not what is usually known as mcsnsz or table-land ; on the contrary, its 

L 

mnrfacc is extremely irregular, being everywhere interspersed with 
E hills, sometimes rising almost to thc height 0i' mountains, uml cut 

up with mmyus mul divided by valleys. The valleys nrc without 
timber, but the hills arc clothed with cedar and pihnn, and now and 
than an clump uf pines, buttlmt is l'¥1I‘c. Bituminous coal, apparently 

Nmozoaza
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of a very fine quality, we observed cropping out along almost every 
perpendicular bank; in fact this whole region seems one vast coal 
field. No part of this region is now inhabited, except the extreme 
eastern border. although it was evidently inhabited some years ago, 
as we saw many abandoned Navajo huts. Our guide says, the reason 
is, the·Navaios are afraid of the Pah Utahs, upon whose country it 
borders. There never seems to have been any cultivation here,

` 

although the valleys appear to be fertiie and produce vast quantities of 
wild potatoes, which we found excellent. In all this region we saw 
no running stream and no spring of permanent water, except one, 
although the guide told of three or four known to him in different _ 

» parts of this region. That the Navajos would avail themselves of
` 

the few watering places in times of war with us, and conceal them- 
selves in this labyrinth of hills, valleys, and arroyos, is very certain, 

, 
as they have assured me they did last year. Discovering these hiding 
places would be as difficult as it was to discover Seminoles in the ham- 
mocks of Florida. Beyond the Mesa de la Vaca there are one or two 
caiions mentioned by my guide as having water and grass, but they are

, 

within the Pah Utah country, with whom the Navajos have been at 
war fbr some time past.

A 

The command was during its absence without serious sickness, and 
the animals returned in good condition. 
The names of places mentioned in this report are the original Indian 

names translated into Spanish, the Navajo names being frequently 
harsh and nnpronounceable. 
Accompanying this is a topographical sketch by Lieutenant Bell, 

e 3d infantry, of the country visited by my command, and described in 
the foregoing report. 

I am, sir, very respectfhlly, your obedient servant, 
J. G. WALKER, 

Capt. R. JL R., o0m’g second column. Navajo comfd. 
Lieutenant J. H. Eason, 

s 

. R. M R., Act’g Adft Navajo com’d, die. 

Fear Dsruscs, N. M., Scptcmlicr 25, 1859. 

Sm: I have the honor, respectfully, to report the following in com- 
pgiance with Order No. 14, headquarters Navajo command, Fort

A 

efiance, September 1, 1859. _ 

I With the command composed of Dr. Bill, companies B and K, 
and detachment company I, 3d infantry, ofiicered by Captain Sykes, 
Lieutenants Freedley and Dickinson, 3d infantry, and company H, and 
detachment company G, regiment mounted rifles, ofiicered by Lieu- 
tenants Edson and Claflin, ofthe same regiment, I made the fbllowing 
marches: g 

September 5.-Marched from post to the valley of Chusea. This 
day’s march had nothing wort ny of notice, and besides had been 
frequently passed over by different commands last year and this. 

Direction east·nertheast, and distance fourteen miles. 
6.-—Marched eastward; first across the valley of (Jnusca,
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in which were seen several cornfields, not to exceed a hundred acres; 
several lodges were seen here, and some, apparently friendly, Indians 

A were occupying them, it being green-corn time. Thence our course 
passed over the northern slopes of the mountainous mesa, bounding the 
north ofthe Bear Spring valley. through which passes the wagon 
road hence to Albuquerque. The country to the north ot` our route 

i 

was a depressed and rolling plain, extending far in that direction. 
Encamped in escort where the water was said, by the guide. Blas 
Lucero, to be permanent. I)irect|ion about east, and distance eighteen 

r miles. Grass and wood not very abundant.
j 

j 

September 7.———Marched about cast and passed over some spurs of 
the mesa on our right, and encamped two miles short of the Puerto 

j 

dc Agua Cito. The region to the north of our route became more level, 

, 

and a.ppcared like an immense desert dividing the Navajos from the 

j 

settlements cast of the Sierra de San Mater. Near our camp were 
f cornfields. Direction about east, and distance twenty miles; fuel 

abundant, and water in pool.
` 

Seyitcmber 8.-—Marched east-southeast. In passing through the 

Puerta de Aqua Cito found water, which the guide, Blas, said was 
permanent. A bed of fine bituminous coal, ten feet in thickness,

_ 

cropped out in the ravine, near the s iring. About two miles east of Q 

this spring was found an old abandoned pueblo, not large, however, nor 
very old. The land in its vicinity was dry, although a cornfield a short 
distance from it was visible. After marching fifteen miles we passed 
over a high ridge, and at three miles further on we encamped at rain- 
water pools. Grass and wood good. Direction about cast-southeast, 
and distance eighteen miles. Saw t.o-day, along the route, a flock of 
about 1,000 sheep. 
> September 9.—-~Marched fbr twelve miles east·southeast over high and 
rolling hills; northern spurs of the mountain on our right. 'l‘hcnce 

took direction southeast through two canons, the latter of which 
dcbonched at th: northern base of the San Mateo. Encamped at rain 
water pools. Wood and grass good. The Rio de San Mateo was about 
a mile in advance, on which there was no wood. Cornfields, with · 

large and beautiful eienegillart, (meadows,) and large corrals and 
lodges, were here seen on this river. An old abandoned pueblo was 
also here found. About a dozen Navajo Indians visited our camp here; 
they werea portion of Sandoval’s band, and were encamped in the latter 
of the two canons passed through. At a point between the two canons, 
I took Lieutenant Claflin with ten mounted men and diverged to the 
left from our trail, and visited the Rita. de San Lucas expecting to find 
Indians and eornfields; saw neither. A heavy t.rail passed thence over 
the Sierra de San Mateo to thetown of Cibolleta. Direction to-day nearly 

southeast, and distance twenty miles. Somegmules gave out to-day, 
although but half laden. The whole route, thus fi1r,had the most 
numerous and hcavil y beaten trail I have ever seen in the Navajo country, 
and it is evidently the great thoroughfare fbr all thefts and robberies. 

September I0.-—Marched south, across the valley, and ascended the 
western slope of the San Mateo. Aseentabout two thousand feet., with 
fbotway good, and much traveled over by Indians. This trail leads 
to the valley of(}urero and laguna; after about three miles from first 
ascent, the trail lcd down, by a rough and rocky fbotway. to a deep 

Nnososzs
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gorge of the mountain, in which was a small cienegilla and sonic pas- 
turage. Many lodges were seen scattered through the ihrest, and were 
used, probably, as a summer resort. Thence ascended by the trail the 
mountain again; and at about ten miles at the southern edge of it, we 
descended to the Rio Gallo by a rough and untrequented route. Direc- 
tion to-day about south-southwest, and distance twenty-five miles. 
Da ’s journey very iatiguing to men and pack animals. - 

Szepfczulier ll.--Laid by to-day on account of rain, and the fatigue 
of animals and men. Procured from Carrero another guide, Fernando 
Aragon. 
September l2.—Marchcd for twelve miles between the fields of Lara 

and the Sierra de Acoma. Trail good, and easy. Encamped at rain- 
water pools. Grass indifferent; fuel abundant. A large rancheria of 
corrals and lodges was at this camp. Direction south. . 

September 13.——Marched ibr about ten miles, when we reached the 
valley of Cebolla Cheqpuito, where were found a large and beautiful 
cicnegilla, and some corrals and lodges, the latter mostly new, or of 
last winter’s make, showing that a number of Navajos had win- 
tered there during the last war with them. The guide, Aragon, said 
the same. After passing this valley, we crossed a western spur ofthe s 

mountain, and descended into the mouth of the valley ef the Ceholla 
Grande. Encamped at rain-water pond at point of Lara. WVood and 
grass good. Direction south-southwest, and distance eighteen miles. 

September 14.-—Marched along the Mal Pay, or field of Lara, for six 
miles, where the trail led across a broad plain. Encamped at some 
rain-water ponds at the edge of the timber on the ridge separating the 
waters; of the Pacific from those of the Atlantic. Route mostly level, 
direction about southwest, and distance twenty-four miles. Wood and 
grass good. Shortly after leaving camp the fresh track of three Indian 
ponies, mounted, were seen. On starting from camp in the morning, 
1 took Lieutenant Clailin and ten mounted men, and went up the val- 
ley of the Cebolla Grande to the head spring, and found that no Nav- 

, aios had fled there during the war last winter. Distance up to spring 
about eight miles, out of the line of march. e 

Seplembe¢·15.—l\Iarcl1ed in the old trail from Acoma to the Rita 
Quemado. Direction about southwest, and encam ed down this stream 
about a mile. Distance nineteen miles. VVood and) grassgood. Found 
no Indians had been living here, contrary to what was supposed, prob- 
ably being too near the Apaches. It is, perhaps, a neutral ground, 
jud ing from the abundance of antelope existing there. e 

éptember 16.—·—Marched down the valley of the Rita Quemado, and 
found that its waters sunk or spread out in a small lake at five miles, 
instead of running ibr thirty miles, as was supposed. Encamped at 
some rain-water ponds; wood and grass good. Direction west-north- 

cwest, and distance eighteen miles. 
September 17.-—Marched for about four miles west, when we reached 

the Saline lake, having an old crater, 150 feet high, in the center of 
which there is a pond of very saline water, hot at the bottom. This 
pool is about 200 feet long, by 150 broad, and from ten to fifteen deep. 
ts surface a »pears to be at a higher elevation than the water of the 
surrounding lake, which has a circumference of about two miles. All
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these waters hold so much salt in solution as to prevent a person from 
sinking below the surface. At this season of the year there is so large 
a supp y of rain-water in the great lake, as to have dissolved a greater 

X portion of the crystalizations, and what remains lies embedded within 

, 
the soft mud, covering the bottom of the lake, to what depth is not 
known. The salt crystals are easily gathered, by scraping them out 
of the mud with the hands. The guide, Aragon, gathered a small 

i sack full in this manner; it was fbund white and pure, and very pala- 
table. At any season of the year the salt can thus be gathered. The 
water within the crater has no crystalization, though excessively 
saline. As it is a large spring, its waters probably pcrcolate through 
the scoria, which forms the crater, into the large outer lake. This main 
outer lake appears itself to be the bed of a large crater, having its 
surrounding sides of volcanic rock. There is no permanent water 
flowing from the exterior into the large lake. A small fresh water 
spring exists among the rocks on the southwestern side of the outer 
crater, but its waters never reach the lake. This sprin was amply 

· 

sufficient for the uses of the command. The vicinity of tie lake may 
be distinguished by a high mesa, lying about three miles south of the 

i lake, with a conical peak of the same height, situated between it and 
the lake; heavy trail led from this saline to the south and the west, 
towards the Rio Colorado Chiquito, about two days’ journey west, and 
cast towards Curero, and north towards Zuni, all showing it to be 
much frequented. 
September 18.——Marched from the saline, and took the heavy and 

well·beaten trail, in the direction of the pueblo of Zuni. After crossing 
for ten miles a broad valley, formed by the junction of the valley of 
the Rita Luemado and one running from the east, we ascended a high 
mesa, and thence descended into a parallel valley, on the northern 
side of which we ibund permanent water running from a canon. At 
the mouth of this canon, and situated on the top of the mesa are the 

Q 
ruins of an old, abandoned pueblo. From the remains of the walls 
still standing, it must have been beautiihlly built of volcanic rock, of 

l 
which tl1e mesa is underlaid. During the occupancy of this pueblo, the 

{ 

broad valley below was probably cultivated. It is now entirely too 

, 

dry for such purposes. Y ood, water, and grass good; direction about 
· north·northwest,and distance twenty-two miles. Near this cam , but 

l 

west of it, the late Captain Dodge, Navajo Indian agent, was killizd by 

i 

Apaches, in November, 1856, while en route to visit the saline, in 

i 

cplmpany with Major Kendrick, United States army, then commanding 
t is ost. 

Segtember 19.-Continued the march upon the Zuni trail, and alter 
passing two lofty mountain mesas, reached Zuni. Direction north, and 
distance twenty-three miles.

c 

1 

September 20, 21, uml 22.-Were occupied in marching from Zuni 
z to this post, a distance of sixty miles, over the wagon road, the trails 
` 

being impracticable for want of water for so large a command. This
V 

part of the route is too well known to require further notice. Total 
‘ 

distance marched three hundred and seventeen miles. Judging from 
the absence of signs on the route from the Acoma mountains to the 
Pueblo of Zuni, the Navajos do not frequent the region south of the 

Vol. ii-—--23
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Zuni mountains, although the climate is warm, and the pasturage 
abundant during the winter months. 
A sketch of the route will be furnished as soon as practicable. 
Very respectthlly, your obedient servant, 

O. L. SHEPHERD, 
Capt. 3d inf and Bvt. May' ., C'om.’gjir.st column, E.z:pl’g E.:c’n. 

Lieutenant J. Ensos, 
R. M R., Adjutant Navajo command. 

VI.
‘ 

Armms IN Dsmarmssr or Texas. 

No. 1. Adjutant General to General Twiggs, January 19, 1859. 
No. 2. General Twiggs to General-in-chief, January 31, 1859, in- 

closing reports of Major Van Dorn, December 28, 1858. 
No. 3. Adjutant General to General Twiggs, April 13, 1859. # 

No. 4. General Twiggs to the General·in-chief, February 5, 1859, 
inclosing orders of January 20 and February 5. 

N o. 5. Same to same, February 16, inclosing report of Lieutenant A. 
T. Lee, February 5. 

No. 6. Same to same, February 22, inclosing report of Captain 
Maclay, February 18. 

No. 7. Same to Adjutant General, March 28. 
No. 8. Same to General-in·chief, April 1, inclosing letters to Mr; 

r .B.un.nels, March 19, from Mr. Neighbors, March 24 and 28, 
· and Captain King, March 28. 

No.' 9. Adjutant General to General Twiggs, June 9, 1859. 
No. 10. Same to same, July 16. 
No. 11. Major Van Dorn to General Twiggs, May 13. 
No. 12. Captain Brackett to Lieutenant Wood, May 16. 
No. 13. Lieutenant Hazen to Captain Maclay, May 23. . 

No. 14. Major Van Dorn to General Twiggs, May 31. 
No. 15. General Twiggs to the General-in·chief, June 2, inclosing 

letters of Captain Plummer, May 21 and 23 ; Major Thomas, 
— 

_ 
May 26 and 27; and letter to Mr. Runnels, J une 2. 

No. 16. Same to same, June 11. 
No. 17. Same to Adjutant General, June 22. 
No. 18. Adjutant General to General Twiggs, July 19. 
No. 19. General Twiggs to the Adjutant General, June 25. 
No. 20. Same to Geueral·in-chief, July 6. 
No. 21. Same to same, July 8.; 
No. 22. Adjutant General to General Twiggs, August 5. 
No. 23. General Twiggs to General-in-chief, September 16. 
No. 24. Sams to Adjutant General, October 7, inclosing letter of Mr. 

Larham, same date. 
No. 25. Adjutant General to General Twiggs, October 25, 1859. 
No. 26. General Order No. 13.| Department of Texas.

‘


