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"Passing the Cliff-Apsar0ke" by Edward S. Curtis 

Amateur ethnologist Edward S. Curtis had taken hundreds of photographs of western Indians 
and even made a motion picture of sacred Navajo ceremonies before he persuaded tinancier John 
P. Morgan in 1906 to underwrite his dream—a photographic study of Indians and Indian life in 
North America. The study, which consumed Curtis's life for nearly twenty-iive years, was even- 
tually published in twenty volumes with over iifteen hundred photographs. 

In The North American Indian, Curtis photographed Indians in natural settings, such as in "Pass- 

ing the Cliff-Apsaroke," to document a way of life that was in the process of radical change. 
Members of the last generation of Indians to live in the traditional ways were still alive, facing 
new lives on reservations and raising families in a new environment. Through his photographs, 
Curtis hoped to communicate the richness and power inherent in lndians' lives and to counteract 
the "w0rse than criminal" treatment of Indians by whites. 

Curtis visited Indian settlements and reservations, from Haidas and Bella Coolas in British 
Columbia to Apaches and Zunis in the Southwest. Although he has often been criticized for clothing 
his subjects inappropriately and posing them in ways that have been characterized as idealized 
and even racist, Curtis was more sensitive to Indian people than most of his contemporaries and 
the ethnographic information he collected still informs us about these people’s histories. His stun- 
ning images have enormous emotional content and communicate the artist’s exceptional identiti- 
cation with his subjects. 
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Death on the Prairie 
The Thirty Years Struggle for the Westem Plains 
By Paul l. Wellman 
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'An authentic. vivid, dramatic account of the Indian wars tor the 

~ |° possession ol the West.' —'I'he New York Times. `Comprehensive, rich
l 

,_ W. in detoil.' —Chnstian Science Monitor. 310 pages, foreword, 
i i t 

`l ""`V¥'l`T_ 
t 
|` 

»· 
_, 

ss, bibliography. index, 44 b&w illustrations. $8.95 paper 

~i 
` 

r Death in the Desert 
L| 

, 
'I'he Fil Years’ War for the Great Southwest 

`j~·<s. 
`| 

I
· 

_ t 

i 

By Paul I. Wellman 
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The wild Canadian West oi the ’20s is brought to life in these true 

L—<;szl»i I 
` A “` 

stories——with titles like "I`estimony from the Grave,' ‘The Case at the 

Naked Runnerf and ‘The Judge Said ̀ Murder or Nothing". The 

unique land, its colorful characters, and the criminal justice system 
in frontier Canada are described in fascinating detail, Published by 

The Universiiyoi Nebraska Press the University of Alberta Pres and distributed in the U.S. by the 
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