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DAVID H. SNOW

David H. Snow

DINE BIKEYAH REDUX

Until early archeological remains
- undeniably attributable to...

N Athapaskans are identified, a
reconstruction of the culture with
which they arrived will depend

in part on one’s view regarding
these matters, as well as the
related problems of [the] manner
of separation between the Apaches
de Nabajo6 and the other Apachean
tribes. (Brugge 1983:489).

Absence of evidence may not be

evidence of absence...
(Kelley and Harris 1998:147).

The presence of Athapaskan-speaking peoples
who surrounded the Southwestern pueblo world at
the beginning of the 17 century, poses a quandary
that has been part and parcel of Southwestern
anthropology for 100 years and more (Hodge
1895; Harrington 1940). By what route(s) and
when those Southern Athapaskans reached the
regions described in Spanish documents, continue
+.40 haunt interpretations of data and explanations of
culture history and process in the ancestral Pueblo
world.

(15

- Arguments by intuition place the Athapaskans “in
- the Southwest,” or on its borders early (A.D. 575

t01000 to 1100 or so), or late (1300 to ca.1525) in
prehistory via routes that range from the Great
Basin to the High Plains (Huscher and Huscher
1942; Perry 1980; Wilcox 1981). That they were
migrants from the boreal forests of southern
Alaska, beginning about 1200 years ago (ca. A.D.
800; Ives 1990, 2003), seems clear.

The issue of when did the Athapaskans—more
specifically for my purposes here, those groups
historically identified as “Apaches de Navajo”—

- encounter the pueblo world cannot be separated

from where such encounters might have taken
place. If ‘proto-Navajos’, represented by a core
population of Athapaskan-speaking peoples,
entered dinétah moving directly south from some
northern point, as their emergence stories suggest,
their archeological remains should be found along
the western flanks of the Rocky Mountains in
Colorado, as the Huschers (1942) long ago antici-
pated. There, however, it has so far proved diffi-
cult—if not impossible—to distinguish between
the remains of Numic populations and those of any
potential Athapaskan sites (Brown 1996; Baker
2005).

Who were the ‘proto-Navajos’ must consider the
implications of their oral traditions (Kelley and
Francis 1994, 1998). In some instances, non-
Navajo groups (as opposed to single female cap-
tives) are said to have become incorporated into
the Athapaskan socio-cultural milieu: *...each
group that became Navajo brought its own knowl-
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cdue of the Tand corernonialisin. and social aind
ceonoric tife This became part of the Navajo

way of life...” (Warburton and Begay 2005:544).

Navajo creation and migration myths consistentls
tell of encounters with the Aiis danii, or pueblo
people. beginning with the emergence into the
third world (Matthews 1994: Spencer 1947
O’Brvan 1956; Zolbrod 1984). Taken at face
value those accounts speak to a pertod ca. AD

1100-1300 or so, when the population centers of

the Chaco and Mesa Verde districts were occupied.
There is no @ priori reason not to consider such
accounts as working hypotheses for archeological
approaches to Navajo prehistory (e. g. Warburton
and Begay 2005:544),

With few exceptions archeologists and historians
define the Navajo homeland. diné bikéyah. on the
basis of archeologicul remaing of presumed or
documented Navajo architecture and ceramics
Until recent years, research focused almost exclu-
sively on the Fargo-Gobernador region. the dine
tah of historic docwnents (Hester 1962 Farmer
1942). Among the entries m Van Valkenburgh's
(1999) map of Dind Bikéyah, howeser, are a num
ber of places cast of the Continental Divide, many
of which are mentioned m Navajo emergence and
migration stories. Hester (1962:2) defined dind-
tah. between AD. 1500 and 1800, as a region
bounded .. .northeast by the Continental Divide.
on the east by the Rio Puerco, on the south by the
San Jos¢ and Puerco River valleys. on the west by
the Little Colorade and Colorado Rivers. and on
the north by the San Tuan River”

Nevertheless, his map depicts a boundary hing
along the western slopes of the Jemez Mountains
to San Juan Pueblo on the west side of the Rio
Grande (Hester 1962:79).  From there the line
crosses the Rio Grande to a point nearly opposite
Taos Pueblo before re-crossing that river some dis-
tance northerly of Taos. That easterly boandar 1x
bascd, preswmnably, on intormation provided by
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fJ Nlotes T Foirany ndon B it Aol g, o
and 1634 and deluons a dinetar thag cxoonds oo
siderably cast of the Continental Divide bour

cited above

Lowner and Dean (1996135 note that “Dimétah b
been viewed as a very restricted locale contercd i
the Largo and Gobernador drainages of novtbinecs
ern New Mexico and bounded on the north by the
Navajo Reservon™  There., Towner (20055 Jist.
tree-ring dated pucbbitos and forked stick steuc-
tures that confirm Navajo occupation from the 167
through the 18" conturies. Dates from presunmed
Navajo sites in the La Plaww Mme disuier ied
(1996:68-09) to that,
antecedents of the Dinctah phase can be idenafied

Brown state Ttlidess
elsewhere. there is no reason to douabt thar ~asago
culture, first recognizable around A, 15040,
developed m the San Juan Basm ™

i spuc o Benavides” references 1o the ~ Apaches
do Navajo i near proxiinty to the Tewa pachlos,
the antecedents of Navajo culture have vor been

sought bevond the confines of the Sao Ko Sa3in

CTRE exception 1% the Witk of the Huscher's (1942)

on the Uncompabgre Platean of ssestern Cotonado.
Schaafsma’s (2002) conwoversial archeolegical
data offered in support of 17" centns Navajo
occupation ot the Pledra Dumbre Valles. aeverthe-
less. rehies on Benavides® statement that “Apache
de Navajo™ territory was a day's walk west o1 Santa
(lara Pucblo. Save for “a set of Dinetah Scored
sherds,” no other artifacts discussed o ilusteated
are exclusively "Navajo™ m manufacture ov use.
including the so-called “Piedra 1 .umbre™ points
(Schaatsma 2002:172-75) which are nothing wore
than the ubiguttous Southern Plains Harrell points
fsee also, Carrillo 1992, Wozniak 1997 Bragge
1992).
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[

What, then, are we to make of Bepavides’ ‘account?
In his 1634 Memorial, Benavides wrote:

. All these [Pueblo] nations settled in this
| most northerly region in order to escape
. the intolerable cold and to find there a

milder climate, but they met with opposi-

tion and resistance from the native inhabi-
; tants of this whole land, that is, from the

. huge Apache nation. (Hodge et al. 1945:81,

\1 my empbhasis).
Fray Juan de Torquemada’s formidable Monarguia
Indiana, publlsheawat Seville, contains
three brief chapters concerning the newly settled
province of New Mexico. Included is an account
passed on to him, almost certainly by one or anoth-
er of the Franciscans (or deserting colonists) who
abandoned Juan de Ofiate’s _colony in_1601.
Hearsay or heresy, T ant1c1pate that many (most?)
Southwestern anthropologists will dismiss his
account as just another far-fetched fable generated
by ignorance, or through the exigencies of transla-
tion from and into unfamiliar languages.
According to Torquemada, the Pueblo Indians of
New Mexico:

...traen Guerra contra una Nacion, que se
llama Apache, y son animosos contra ellos,
los quales dicen ser Naturales de aquella
Tierra (al menos primeros que estos que
agora le tienen * poblada) " estos hacen
ordinarimente Guerra a los Poblados,
porque como se precian de Naturales de
ella, querrian que los demas no la
poseiesan...Estos Apaches hacen continua
Guerra a estos, que llamamos Nuevo
Mexicanos, y les han quemado muchas
veces muchos Pueblos... (Torquemada
1615:679)"

Forbes (1971:282) concluded that the “essential
relationship” between Apache and Pueblo prior to
European intervention “was -one of peace and
commerce,” adding that warfare, however, “was
not completely absent.” Both the pueblos and the
Apaches fought among themselves, he noted, but
“when hostile relations did occur, they were appar-
ently initiated as often by Pueblo groups as by
Athapascans” (Forbes 1971:282).

Testimony given in various interrogatories by
members of Ofiate’s colony verifies contentious
relationships between Pueblo and Apache.
Marcelo de Espinosa, for example, referred to:

Indians who roam like nomads...[who]
live by hunting. At planting time, before
the [pueblo] towns and villages came under
the favor and protection of the Spaniards,
and after the harvest, they fought the
Indians of the pueblos for their products,
leaving their women and children in the
sierra. (Hammond and Rey 1953:639).

In 1601, the “loyal colonists” at San Gabriel, were
asked to declare whether the natives, before the
Spaniards came, had previously “fought continual-
ly among themselves and were never safe.” The
responses—that “the natives told him that peace
had reigned since we came, whereas formerly they
had many wars”—were unanimous (Hammond
and Rey 1953:710).

Schaafsma sma (2002:226) cl: claims that prior to 1605
there is no mention of raids against San Gabriel.
Howeyver, Villagra related the following at San
Juan Pueblo, prior to Ofiate’s departure for Acoma

in mid-December of 1598:

The general was in his quarters when the
Indians [of San Juan] raised an alarm that
all the neighboring tribesmen were in
arms and marching to destroy all the
Spaniards. ...Our enemies, however, if they
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were coming, were apprised of our strength
and vigilance, and returned to their homes,
for not,one appeared upon the scene.
(Espin(’f1933:223-25).

Possibly no further documentation exists in sup-
port of Villagra’s account since, in effect, nothing
happened. While the Spaniards, no doubt,
believed they were the subjects of the impending
battle, the natives of San Juan, one supposes, also
stood to lose in the resultant fray. Apparently, the
hostile parties had no compunctions about attack-
ing San Juan Pueblo.

Unfortunately, Villagra did not identify the “neigh-
boring tribesmen,” but Fray Lazaro Ximenez
wrote in 1608 that the Apaches “destroyed and
burned the pueblos,” killed the natives, and stole
Spanish horses (Hammond and Rey 1953:1059).
Benavides claimed that, “This province [of
Apaches de Navajo] is the most warlike of the
entire Apache nation” (Forrestal 1954:45).

Fray Francisco de Velasco, in 1609, urged the
Crown to continue the conversion of the natives,
stating that the Christian Pueblo people, having
“shown so much friendship for the Spaniards,” had
lost the good will of the people of Picuris, Taos,
‘Pecos, Apaches, and Vaqueros. Those, he said,
“had formed a league with other barbarous nations
to exterminate our friends”—that ;li_S, the
“Christianized” Pueblos (Hammond and Rey
1953:1094), at that point, almost exclusively, the
Tewa people. Those Apaches might well have
included the neighboring “Apaches de Navajo,”
and perhaps those “Apaches de Quinia,” described
by Benavides more than 20 years later.

The Tewa Indians,” said Benavides, are “very
attached to the Spaniards, and when a war breaks
out they are the first to join and accompany them
['] (my emphasis; Hodge et al. 1945:68-69) 1t is
not unreasonable to think that the Tewas consid-
ered the Spaniards allies against their Apache de

Navajo “enemies.” The Tewas, he said, were
among the first to be baptized, and “they are very
proud of this fact, and they are very friendly
toward the Spaniards” (Forrestal 1954:25). The
Tewas,” he wrote later, “prided themselves that 1
lived among them

[at] the pueblo of Santa Clara.” (Hodge et al.
1945:69) which, he said, “was most frequently the
victim of attacks from the Navajo Apaches”
(Forrestal 1954:46; Hodge et al. 1945:86).

It was at Santa Clara Pueblo that Benavides set in
motion the “dangerous” journey to the Apaches de
Navajo, whose lands bordered that pueblo, for pur-
poses of their conversion. From no other pueblos
did he consider a journey to ‘Apacheria’ danger-
ous. Except for warfare between the pueblo of
Sevilleta and possible Apaches (Forrestal
1954:16), Benavides cited no Pueblo-Apache war-
fare aside from that between the Tewas and
Apaches de Navajo.

Describing the Navajo’s province, Benavides said,

This mountain range runs along for anoth-
er fifty or sixty leagues, and...it is covered
with rock alum. All these nations that live
in settlements and are Christian have a love
for painting; and in order to paint their
clothing they have need of rock alum.
which can be found only in these moun-
tains. Whenever fhéy go after it, two or
three thousand Indians band together; and
- the aforesaid Navajo Apaches go out to
" meet them and do battle in defense of their
country...unless it happens at that particu-
. lar time that the Apaches have gone hunt-
ing in some of the other mountain
ranges...they unite for the express purpose
of coming to wage war on the Christian
Indians to avemge the invasion of their
lands. (Forrestal 1954:45; my emphasis).
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Assembling a delegation of 12 Santa Clara men,
one of whom, he says, was fluent in the language
of the Apaches de Navajo, Benavides sent them
west to make contact with the leader of the “enemy
rancheria.” The trip took all day, but not until
“next morning” was contact made with the first
settlement of the Navajos. The distance from
Santa Clara Pueblo to Abiquiu, roughly along
today’s highways, is some 27 miles, the exact dis-
tance Adolph Bandelier walked in one day from
Santa Fe to Pefia Blanca (Lange et al. 1975:223,
128). The “next morning” implies that some addi-
tional distance was traveled, and it is reasonable to
assume that the Apaches de Navajo were to be
found within or adjacent to the Piedra Lumbre, a
short distance west or northwest of the Tewa
world—as Schaafsma proposed, but for the wrong
reason. More germane, perhaps, Florence Ellis
(1979:16) mentioned, but did not describe “clear
evidence of two Navajo forked stick hogans a few
miles from [Ghost Ranch] headquarters” (not cited
in Schaafsma’s report).

If, as Benavides claimed, Tewas were invaders of

% Navajo ,tcmt&ﬁﬁvfmafcl{ for mineral (and

other?) resources, how long had those ‘Apaches’

. T— .
been resident? If Torquemada’s information is to
be believed, longer perhaps than we are accus-
tomed to think.

1

Wyman (1962:78) remarked on the Navajo “pas-
sion for geography,” a “preoccupation with locali-

> which pervades their traditional histories. The
Navajo past is fixed in places, and those places
comprise a traditional or oral map of their past.
There seems to me, once again, to be no a priori
reason for rejecting the implications for the arche-
ological record of those geographical references in
the traditional histories of the Navajo (Warburton
and Begay 2005). A selection of such places lying

east of the traditional dinétah, by no means intend-
ed to be complete, is presented below.2

Sisnaajini. “To the east, toward the mountain
called Sis na’ jin, a man and a woman arose. From
them came the clan called Sis na’jin ee’ (O’Bryan
1956:103). The identity of the sacred mountain of
the east, sisnaajini, has been controversial. Sleight
(1951) argued that Pelado (or Redondo) Peak in
the Jemez mountains best fits the translation of
Navajo, ‘sisnadjini’. Blanca Peak (Sierra Blanca),
in the San Luis Valley east of Alamosa, Colorado,
however, is most commonly cited (Sleight 1951;
Van Valkenburgh 1999). Blanca Peak lies in a
straight line almost due east from Dibé nitsaa, the
sacred mountain of the north, often cited as
Hesperus Peak in the La Plata Mountains.

More recently, a delegation of Navajos to the San
Luis Valley has decided in favor of Blanca Peak
(Brugge, personal communication, 2005). The
Huschers (1943:7) cited an 1877 report of a
masonry ring built, “of all places, on the very sum-
mit of Mount Blanca,” said to consist of a “curious
circular excavation 6 to 8 feet across...” Perhaps
this is analogous to the Tewa “world-quarter” or
“earth navel” shrine described by Douglas (1912;
Ortiz 1969:19) on Santa Clara Peak, a place sacred
also to Navajos (Parsons 1974:241).

A Navajo “Rain Singer” identified Wheeler Peak
in the southern Sangre de Cristo range north of
Santa Fe,” and Taos Mountain also has its propo-
nents (Sleight 1951:386). These lie far east of the
traditional dinétah.

Dzil binii’ [tl]igah’ (‘White Faced Mountain’), or
Navajo Peak, “near Chromo.. .situated in the diné-
tah, the Old Navajo Country,” and identified by
Van Valkenburgh (1999:75) as a sacred mountain.
Navajo Peak, on the Continental Divide, is the
source of the Navajo River. As the crow flies, this
is only some 15 miles east of the locality spoken of
by John Redhouse (Kelley and Francis 1994:166).
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He said the Navajos formerly hved atong the
Continental Divide in southern Colorado. “at the
junction of the west and east fork of the San Juan

River. hunting and fishing” in the shadow of Wolf

Creek Pass. From there they moved to Chimney
Rock and down the. Piedra River to the San
Juan...™ Van Valkenbureh (1999:93) noted that
the Navajos and lJicarilla Apaches placed great
importance on the San Juan Mountains, or Sicrra
de las Grullas (see Hendricks and Wilson 1996).

kivva?dni (kin yaa danii, kiyaa danii), the High
Standing House. or Towering house people (Young
and Morgan 1951:444). were among the original
clans of the Navajo from the west. Matthews
(1994:242-243) was told the name refers to a ruin
on the mesa above San Felipe Pucblo. evidently the
post-Revolt church: however, the story appears to
pertain to the region of the San Francisco Peaks
(Matthews 1994:153). The Chacoan outlier of Kin
ya'a is also cited (Brugge, personal communica-
tion, 2005). The “High Stone House people™ are so
called, Matthews (1994:158) said, "not because
they built or dwelt in such a house. but because
they lived near one.”

In this regard, Brugge (this volume) suggests that
the “Apaches de Quinia™ of Benavides is Navajo,
kin ‘ii'ahi. possibly reterring to “piedra parada ™
(Sp. ‘standing rock’) or Chimney Rock. with it’s
Chaco outlier on top, in which case they most like-
Iy were also “Apaches de Navajo.”  Those
Apaches, said Benavides. resided some 50 leagues
north of Taos.

Saitdd. In Matthew’s account of the journey of the
War Gods (1994:110), after they had passed
through the land of the cane cactus. “they
came...to Sartad “the land of the rising sands’.
Here was a great desert of sands that rose and
whirled and boiled...and overwhelmed a traveler
among them™  This is undoubtedly Great Sand
Dunes National Monument. at the base of Blanca

Peak. in the san Luis Valley near Alamosg,
Colorado.

In Sandoval’s account of the Mountain Top Chant.
he said that, ... They all went to the hogan ot Old
Mountain Woman (which is the mountain near
Taos)...Then they went to the grear flat plain
towards Taos...” (O'Brvan 1956:135). In Klah's
account of the Wind Chant is a man living “near
Siss-nah-jini, the mountain north of Taos. .~
(Wheelwright 1938:1). The Navajos are said 1o
have acquired corn from the Txowo[tl]. or Taos
Indians. in the fourth world (Harrington
1940:526). Klah's account of the Big Star myth
also refers to Taos:

Then the Gods took the older sister who
married the Bear on a journey beginning at
Taos... The first person they met was the
old woman who lives in the pointed moun-
tain in Rio Grande Canyon...(she is the
Mountain Goddess and also Hunger)...
Then they went on south to Santa Fe
Mountain (Yoh toh) and there were many
ceremonies for them by the Turquoise
Clan. and near La Bajada Hill they met the
Bluebird people... (Wheelwright 1938:6).

“Yoh toh” is Van Valkenburgh’s (1999:94) “vooro™.
bead-water, referring to Santa Fe creek, perhaps
derived from the Tewa name for the same stream
(e.g. Harrington 1916:4060), ‘ogapoge’. ‘down at
the Olivella shell water’. Young and Morgan
(1951:445) give voo 6 dine 'é, bead people clan.

According to Klah also, in the Yehbechai myth. the
Dreamer overtook a deer near Tsesspal Mountain
(“Canjilon™).” but lost the track “at the (thama
River” (Wheelwright 1938:1). Later he was taken
“1o a ceremony the Earth people [the Navajos]
were holding near Chama,” following which “the
travelers returned home to near Canjilon”
(Wheehwright 1938:10).

y
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In Matthews’ (1994:142) account, the Navajos
were joined on the San Juan “by numerous bands
who came originally from a place called Tha ‘paha
halkai, White Valley among the Waters which is
near Santa Fe...” (tabahd clan of Spencer’s list,
1947:140). Van Valkenburgh (1999:44), however,
said the tdbahad people came from the Gallina area.

Matthews says the people from 7Zabaah tligai—
“White Shore”—“spoke a language that was like
the language of the Tdbaahd.” White Shore was
“very near the spot where Santa Fe stands”
(Zolbrod 1984:300; Locke 1990:191-192).

Matthews (1954:145-146) relates the story of a
raid on a Rio Grande pueblo led by a Tsi naajinii
clansman (sisnaa jinii; presumably people who
‘originated’ in the vicinity of Sierra Blanca
(ci?navjini, ‘Black Horizontal Forest people’;
Matthews 1954:41-142; Spencer’s clan 17;

1947:139). The pueblo is said to have been San

Juan, called ‘Red House’.

Sandoval, O’Bryan’s informant, described “...a

place called Tsa ya hat tso, a large cave lined with

red which is southeast of Dulce. There is a black
canyon, and farther on there is a cave. The Holy
People who planned the White Bead Woman
[whose home is on Sierra Blanca] lived there”
(O’Bryan, 1956:104).

The tat chee nee (Tha’tsini), Sandoval’s clan, is
said to have originated there. In spite of the direc-
tion given by Sandoval, this is perhaps the source
of red pigment in a “cave” near Cuesta, north of
Taos (Harrington 1916:175; Parsons 1970:93, fn.
131; Ellis 1974:100). The Rio Grande Gorge, cer-
tainly a dark, or black, canyon, is nearby.

Finally, Navajo myths frequently refer to their
ancestral relationships with the kiis’ danii, or
pueblo peoples (Zolbrod 1984), whom they
- encountered either in the third (Spencer 1947:87)
or fourth (Locke 1990:26) world, but who preced-

ed the Navajos in the present world. In one
account the kiis’ 4anii are said to have lived under-
ground, leaving their dwellings through a hole in
the roof (O’Bryan 1956:132).

In other accounts, contemporaneity with the &iis’
danii, who occupied the familiar contiguous-
roomed, multi-storied pueblos of the San Juan
Basin and Colorado Plateau, is frequently related
(Spencer 1947, Begay 2004). Pithouses in the
northern Rio Grande, north of La Bajada, are
scarce to absent prior to A.D. 850-900 (Wiseman
1995; Post 1996); and substantial pueblos of adobe
or rock do not appear there until nearly A.D. 1100.
If the kiis’ danii of Navajo myths were pueblo-
dwellers, they were not present in the upper Rio
Grande much before about A.D. 1100 (McNutt
1969; Cordell 1979).

From La Bajada north, lithic sites lacking ceram-
ics are abundant in the upper Rio Grande and its
northern tributaries well into southern Colorado.
Might not many of those sites ‘reflect a puebloan
huntmg and gathermg frontier, or resident non-
puebloan hunters and gatherers, or both—a fron-
tier which, by ca. A D. 800- 1000 an increasingly
‘Anasa21 1zed’ peoples had begun to colomze"

v

Kelley and Harris (1994:146-47) argue that “push-
ing back the earliest Navajo-like ceramics and
house forms by a century” is no reliable indication
of a recent arrival. Furthermore, the earliest
“Apachean” archeological remains “are more like-
ly to be the sparse and generic leavings of hunter-
gatherers,” as Apacheans can be assumed to have
been upon their “entry” into the Southwest. If
‘proto-Navajos’ occupied the upper Rio Grande
and adjacent Chama River valleys beyond the
identified limits of ‘permanent’ pueblo occupa-
tion, the “sparse and generic” remains of hunter-
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gather sites there are worthy of re-examination and
further investigation.

As for Navajo and Tewa ‘warfare’, violence on the
frontier of the northern Rio Grande pueblo world
is well documented. Bandelier was told of “muti-
lated bodies” from pueblo ruins near Ojo Caliente
(Lange et al. 1975:86). Tsiping, presumably a
Tewa site, is clearly defensive, and a ruin above
Abiquiu Reservoir was palisaded (Peckham 1981),
as were some Gallina sites nearby (Seaman 1976).
A kiva at Te’ewi ruin on the lower Chama River
revealed the remains of 24 individuals on the floor,
many of which were burned or “showed other
signs of violence” (Wendorf 1953:46). Hibben
(1937:48) reported human remains on the floor of
a room at Riana Ruin whose trunk and skull were
missing; and Valdez Phase human remains in the
Taos area often lack skulls and show other indica-
tions of violence (e. g. Fowles 2004:302 et.seq.).
Violence at Gallina sites is well-known.

Ellis (1988) described rock structures below the
summit of Canjilon Mountain at elevations
between 8200 and 8600 feet above sea level. She
believed the sites, based on ceramics, to be tempo-
rary camps of hunting and gathering Gallina peo-
ple, although they are some 35 miles north of the
Gallina. Might they, instead, have been ‘proto-
Navajo’ hunting and gathering sites, whose occu-
pants ‘bought’ their pottery from neighboring
Gallina people? This writer has also seen Gallina
Plain on sites in the vicinity of Tres Piedras (see
also, McNutt 1969:119). Tesuque Smeared-
Indented and “Chaco II”" incised utility sherds
from a cave site near Tres Piedras, on the north
side of Canjilon Mountain, are reported by the
Bullens (1942:57-64; see also, Pearsall 1939).

The work of E. B. Renaud (1937, 1942a, 1942b,
1946) and the Huschers (1942, 1943), both subse-
quently ignored, for the most part, is also of inter-
est. Little follow-up work in the Rio Grande
Valley between Arroyo Hondo and Tres Piedras

north to Great Sand Dunes and Saguache has been
carried out since those admittedly inadequately
described materials were reported. Renaud’s stone
enclosures and the Huschers “hogans” of dry-laid
masonry remain enigmatic. Many of the structures
reported by Renaud clearly are Archaic sites; some
may only be hunting blinds or possibly shrines, but
others likely are evidence of widespread occupa-
tion by non-Pueblo people across central and
southern Colorado, and northern New Mexico.
Many of them are not unlike those reported by
Keur (1941) and others in the dinétah region.

Ceramics are infrequent at Renaud’s (1937) sites
in the vicinity of the Great Sand Dunes, south to
Tres Piedras and Arroyo Hondo, but- include,
apparently Mera’s “Chaco IT”’ (his Red Mesa deriv-
atives, Taos and Kwahe’e Black/white), Tesuque
Smeared-Indented, and neck-banded and corrugat-
ed utility wares. Also identified by Mera were his-
toric Tewa red and polychrome sherds. Some of the
scarce pottery described by the Huschers (1942,
1943; Pearsall 1939) sounds much like Taos
Incised and related Taos varieties, as well as
Tesuque Smeared-Indented, and probable Jicarilla
micaceous pottery.

Post-Archaic lithic assemblages reported by
Renaud and the Huschers are inadequately
described, but include small corner- and side-
notched projectile points, uni- and bifacially pre-
pared flakes, cores, hammerstones and a variety of
cutting and scraping tools. Although only briefly
described, projectile point styles reported both by
Renaud (aside from the Archaic materials) and the
Huschers throughout their surveyed areas, are
small corner- and side-notched triangular points.
Huscher and Huscher 1942:85, 1943:32) state that
“literally thousands of tiny stemmed [corner-
notched] points have been collected from sand
dune blowouts in the San Luis Valley,” and are def-
initely associated also with the circular rock struc-
tures (see also, McNutt 1969: Plates VII and IX:
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Wiseman 1975). Cella et. al. (1984) reported a
high number of projectile points at a historic
Navajo site in the Navajo Irrigation Project, asso-
ciated with an antelope drive (LA 17483) and pro-
cessing camp, although these were side-notched
varieties.

Those assemblages are probably duplicated at sites
reported by Seaman (1983) on Guadalupe
Mountain north of Cuesta. His report focuses on
the Archaic materials recorded, and projectile
points (151) and bifaces predominate at each of
the sites. Slightly fewer than half (73) of the pro-
jectile points are Archaic and Basketmaker types;
the remainder (51%), however are not identified in
the report, possibly because they represent the
more ubiquitous and later corner- and side-
notched “pueblo” points. Loose (1974:37) report-
ed 290 stemmed and notched triangular projectile
points from a Valdez Phase pithouse near Arroyo
Hondo. Such numbers far exceed the typical
pueblo assemblages.

Kearns (1996:143) concluded that lithic assem-
blages from the dinétah and adjacent areas, “share
similar lithic material selection practices, Feduc-
tion techniques, and numerous tool types with the
earlier Archaic and Anasazi technologies.” Tn par-
ticular he notes the prevalence of “small
unnotched, side- and basal-notched triangular pro-

jectile points,” and flake knife/scrapers on elon-
gate flakes or blades, characteristic also at sites
across the northern frontiers of the Pueblo world
(see Wendorf 1953: Plate XXXVIII; Jeancon
1923, Plates 15-16; Ellis 1988:162, 168-70). Such
continuity appears to exist also across what I refer
to here as the eastern sector of the diné bikéyah.

VIl

By mid-17™ century, if not somewhat earlier, Utes
were in contact with the Spanish settlements of
the Tewa Basin (Forbes 1971:133, 173; Espinosa
1939:84) via the upper Rio Grande and Chama
valleys. That southerly thrust, characterized both
by raiding and trading, apparently resulted in
the abandonment of the eastern portions of
diné bikéyah by the Navajos. Still, Roque
Madrid’s 1705 campaign encountered two Indian
women, an “Apache” (presumably a Navajo) and a
Christianized Jemez searching for wild plant
resources on the Chama River (Hendricks and
Wilson 1996:20). Whether the Ute advance also
might have caused the divergence of Athapaskan
groups into Navajos and Jicarillas is an interesting
possibility (e. g. Zolbrod 1984:329; Matthews
1994:154).

I suspect that efforts to re-locate and investigate
the post-Archaic sites in the upper Rio Grande
Valley reported by Renaud, is a worthwhile
endeavor. Similarly, serious efforts should be
made to re-locate the Huscher’s “hogan” sites. If
the area, in fact, was home to ‘proto-Navajos’, the
lithic assemblages might reflect the “characteris-
tic” aspects of a pre-European Navajo lithic tech-
nology described by Kearns (1996:144).
Architecturally, those sites do not seem to be
‘puebloan’, in spite of the occasional Rio Grande
pottery, and the similarities in lithic artifacts. 1
agree with Warburton and Begay’s (2005:544)
conclusion that our interpretations of 13" and 14"
century Anasazi “lifeways are overly simplistic,
especially with regard to ethnicity,” and suggest
that a reappraisal of upper Rio Grande archeology
might be in need of serious consideration.
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ENDNOTES

[ [the Pucblo Indians] carry out war against a nation called
Apache. and they are courageous against them [the
Apaches]. who say thev are the natives of this land (at
least, first before those who now are settled in it)....they
[the Apaches] ordinarily make war against the settled peo-
ple because since they insist they are the natives of the
fand. they desire that the others [the Pueblos] not possess
it....[those] Apaches make continuous war against them,
whom we call new Mexicans, and they have destroved
many pueblos....” [my translation; Juan de Villagutierre v
Sotomayor, writing in ca. 1698 (cited in Forbes 1971:xix),
duplicates the passage highlighted in the original
Spanish].

2. Since [ am concerned specifically with Tewa-"Navajo
interactions, historical references to named places adja-

cent to Jemez Pueblo and to the Keres pueblos on the Rico
Grande and Laguna, also east of the Divide. are not con-
sidered here,

(5]

Schaafsma (1996:35-36), citing the Rivera diary of 1763,
denies Navajo occupation north of the San Juan, arguing
that it was Ute country: “Thus the Rivera diary is reliable
historical evidence that...the upper La Plata Valley [on
the Animas River] was Ute territory”. The translated
diary, however, reads: [the Yuta woman explained
"...Betare the turn of the arrovo, we would see a house of
a Navajo...We continued the route. and after traveling o
little way we came upon the Navajo hogan...” (Sunchez
1997:142) apparently no longer occupied. “Hogan™ clear-
Iy does not appear in the original Spanish text, which I
have not yet seen.
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