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Chapter 3

NAVAJO HISTORY IN THE GRAND CANYON

NAVAJO ACCOUNTS OF NAVAJOS AND THE GRAND CANYON

The present Navajo world begins at Hajffnd/, the Place of Emergence. The people began their journey
through several underworlds until they finally emerged into this world. A Navajo elder tells us why the
people had to leave the world below:

Covote stole Water Monster’s baby and because of that water started to rise up, rising
up like the clouds. The people wanted to use rock to get out of the world, it was too
short, then they tried wood, but it didn’t go far enough; they tried Spruce, Pine, they
were too short. Then they tried a long skinny reed, it was too short, then they tried the
Strong Reed, finally it reached into the sky. The people climbed inside the reed with the
turkey last. Because the turkey was last, the water kept lapping at his tail feathers, so that

is why the ends of his tail feathers are white to this day. This is what they tell. G et

From the place where the people moved out from, a creature known as Ch{{shta dithit
was seen living to the east, Ch{{shta doott’izh to the south, Ch{{shta fitso to the west,
and Ch{{shta tigaii to the north. They said, “Earth Surface people do not belong here,
move back down."” The people gathered and discussed this, much like meetings today.
At that point, Ch{{shta dithif put long sharp objects into his mouth and took them out
from his anus, and said "Do this first and then it (the land) will be yours." This angered
Locust, who said "Why (put in and) take out things from already existing holes," he then
proceeded to pass the sharp objects through his heart, and said "You do this and then we
will move back." He said no, and then the land was won, it was Locust who did it (SS
in Begay and Roberts, field notes, 1992).

In this world, water was everywhere, and it was named Ni’ Hodises, the Glittering World. After a series
of trials with the native inhabitants of this world, the people were given this world to live in.

The people discussed ways to make the world habitable. After much talk, they decided that rivers, creeks,
and streams would be created to drain the world, which in turn would become the "veins" of the earth.
The Colorado River is one of those drainages. Haashch 'ééh ydtt’i’f, the Talking God, and Haasch ééh
oghaan, the Evening God, became the advisors to the people and under their direction, the world was
created as it is today. Some say Ghdd ask 'idii, the Humpback God, created the Grand Canyon.
e anw e ’
After this world was given to uns;,y’fﬁe'Holy People, they cleared the water away. The a,«/hu«f" o
Humpback God stood in the cenfer of the world and dragged his cane from east to west™ ‘ter <
and Created the canyon. The water drained and created rivers and creeks which then
became the veins of the earth (BW in Begay and Roberts, field notes, 1992).

Others say he used his horns: "The old men used to say that a ram used his horns to plow the earth to
create this canyon” (BH in Begay and Roberts, field notes, 1992). (The Humpback God is manifested by
bighorn sheep and mountain goats.) Regardless of how the canyon was created, the Navajo people were
here during the creation of this world as it is today and thus they still have the stories and remember the
creation.
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