
ji 

LA 70188 
RAVEN 'S ROOST 

— Yvonne R. Oakes 

Raven's Roost is a multicomponent site with a terminal SITE SETTING 
Archaic and a later Athabaskan occupation. The site was 

Hist teeotoed es ah eXtehstVe hthto attttaot seattet LA 70188 is situated in a protected, small rincon at the
I -.~1‘‘ extending ever twe ridges fer l65 iii sierra US- 180 base of Prairie paint Peak in tlte san Francisco 

(Oakes 1989)- Because ofthe numerous lithiC materials, Mountains. It is surrounded on the north and west by 
it was ree<>mme¤ded_ fer testing. During tlte testing pre- steep slopes and on the east by a low ridge (Figs. 2.225, 
Stahl- tt heeahle ohltlohs that the high heqhehey ht ¢<>h· 2.226). Site elevation is 2,054 m (6,740 ft) dropping off 

— centrated artifacts in the westem area of the site was spa- sharply to the South toward the Leggett Canyon drainage 
nelly seperated {rem the ridge-tep ertifeets to tlie eest, at .2 km distance. The area is heavily forested and vege- 
Waftahtlhg two site htthtbets"t-A 70188 ahd LA 78439 tation on the site consists of ponderosa pine, large alliga- 
The site described here 1S LA 70188, the westemmost ccc juhipc,-S, Oak, pinon, 8 {cw yucca_ and shcn gmsscg 

, 

destghattoh lt is a somewhat unusual location for a site as it is tucked 
l,’ 

, _ 

Tlierefdrei site limits during testing were redueed inte a small area at tlie base of steep hills. There are no 
hom 165 ht lh tehgth te 50‘hY‘to ht tot a stte atea ef 800 other sites further upslope within the area; however, 

g 

sq m. Two test pits on the site revealed considerable cul- Archaic and Athabaskan Shcs do cccupy thc ridges to thc 

._ 

> tural depth te et leest 70 em- Sixteen euaer tests feuiid east as elevation drops and useable areas level ent. 
varying depths of up to 1.07 m of cultural till. A total of The large humbcr cf projectile points and bifacc 

Q.? 325 artifacts were recovered from the test units, includ- flakes suggests that hunting was a primary activity on the 
W 

J thg 3 Ptojeettte Polhtss 2 blta€€S, 4 Shefdss and 20 Pleees site, and elk and deer are plentiful in the area today. ln 

g 

efbumed lerse hlahtlha] bohes- We eeiieluded that thete addition, gathering acoms and pinon nuts from nearby 
·, 

were PlobaPlY Plt sthlethtes oh the stte with the oetathtes stands would also have been attractive. Agriculture 
shggestthg a tate Phtetawh Phase oeehPattoh et the Early would not have been feasible in the immediate environs 
Pitliepse peried A dere reeeverv pleri Wes prepared fer given the dense forest eaver and steeply sloping terrain. 

, 
the site- However, there are small areas along the Wet Leggett 

n|y|; 
Excavations began in 1990. The cultural features dmihagc that Wculd havc provided cmp land 

¤ ‘lQ_|l|t| were concentrated in a small area of 7-by-6 m on the 
eastern edge of the site (Fig. 2.224). Here were located RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

,_| one pit structure, three associated pits, a small stone ring, 
s 

._ and a 
pile of bumed rocl;. Artifacts svere densely packed The data mcovcly plan focused research toward an 

ET| 
rithir and ererre there eamms er cxtcndcd ter a shea 

understanding of the Early Pithouse period thought to be 

|¥|t‘i· 
,, 

jstiree t° the West he ri°°V€’Y °§ Ovct 100 jets represented by the presence of a pit structure and sever- 
‘ 

I 
re atc t’°t‘°d Seri P‘?d'°`§ty ° pt°J°;°it' E tmmts ge thc 

al early brown ware sherds recovered during testing. The 

_ 

rztilm Of Latc_Arctmc re ‘°°atb°“ are cause Us re 
emphasis of the study was on the extent of residential 

E Just our deslgnatlon ef the site te Lam Archaic from mobility of early pithouse populations. Expedient use of 

,..|V| {ere Pmclawn Wrtli a ttommel srreurt ef Tmmlcs actual` flakes, minimal labor investment, and few storage facili- 
t y present Them is Sun thmmqr Athapas an presence On ties on the site should be indicative of more mobile pop- 

:3; 
westem edge of the site 

Sm`: limits were adjusted re 
ulations. A less mobile group should invest more in con- 

|i
i 

., 

`by`23 m Wlth er area ef *580 Sq m’ 
_ _ struction of dwellings, cooking units, and storage facili- 

A total of 215 grids were excavated on the site with 
cu m 

hinltshrtltflitgld tgfrom Seasonality of occupation could be suggested by 
m t° l_‘07 m gpm wrt an average set O ‘ cm' 

depth of dwellings, presence of interior hearths, storage 

_, 

b“°h‘d°d rrr the tetel dla l°m°Vat was s°‘t free three 
facilities, and season ar availability er flora and faunal |r| ee hoe trerelles- resources recovered. Traditionally, pithouse populations 

· 

are characterized as generally sedentary with occupation 
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l 

lengths varying from seasonal to annual or more. level throughout this area. As a result of excavations. all 
Seasonal or repeated use of structures might be evi- of the cultural features on the site were located in this

i 

denced by reconstruction within features, remaking of eastem area. Excavation of numerous grids. mostly by 3 

floors, and overlapping features. random selection, to the west revealed no further fea-
i 

Dependence on cultigens is generally assumed for tures. i 

pithouse sites. However, this may not be true for the ear- During excavations, no stratigraphic levels were
l 

licr Pithouse period. Utilizing Hard's model (1990) for encountered because the site was situated on top of allu-
t 

quantifying the degree of agricultural dependence vial deposits from the surrounding hills. Units outside of 
through mano length indices will assist in evaluating cultural features were taken down to the sterile clay sub-

i 

agricultural investment. Ground stone implements and strate underlying the site. Levels used during excavations E 

hearths should provide data for addressing this question. were: 

As it now appears, the site extends from the Late 
Archaic period into the historic Athabaskan period. Level 1: Surface collecting and surface stripping to 
Questions of mobility and seasonality of use are still per- a maximum depth of 20 cm. Numerous artifacts 
tinent. The later Athabaskan occupation may also be were recovered. Soil color was 7.5YR 3/2, dark 
addressed from the standpoint of mobility pattems and brown. In the eastem portion of the site along the * 

seasonality of use. south edge, near the road, a red—orange clay lens was 
encountered, overlaying cultural features (Fig. 

EXQAVATION PRQCEDURES 2.227). This was obviously laid down in modem 
times. 

Datum was I-ccstuhhshcd at IOON/100]; aud u ],by-t,m Level 2: General fill, outside of cultural features, to 

grid system was set up with a transit and stadia rod. The a maximum delrth et 72 em- Artttaets ahh ehareoat 
surface of the site around the deep cultural deposits tleekthg were Preseht th mest grttts Same sdil Color 

found during testing was surface stripped first. Those as Level tt 7·5YR 3/2» dark broWh· 

units with duckcucd suit, charcoal flecking, uud uumcr- Level 3: Fill within cultural features to a maximum 
ous artifacts were then excavated to the yellowish red dePth sf l-07 m- Artttaets were Presehts sell is mere 

sterile clay underlying the site. Generally, a hard-packed eharooahtteekeo ahd darker: l0YR 3/2» very dark 
cultural surface was located at 30 to 45 cm below ground Sraytsh broWh· 

A At 

t. modem surface 
_t , 

gi Ei? 

|_ Z. 
· 

; 
2,1| ;°e. , ° ,3 ay.|af_i,_°,?g:¤·|—?V,5.-a‘?‘I|?·|.9.~p|9|·?g?- .,8; ef- ,,9_Ie_·e-I egg,-.:_a_°,,_s°g :9;,ta.°Va_’e·§;¤‘¤?,,¥’·¤‘i6.e·_§"° 

·. |95| |fz I° 

r T" 
·· I ·|- 

|‘ _P¥.·i}»V _r"Pt,·&% 
°° 

t [ 
‘ V,

‘ 

loamy topsoil red-orange clay unexcavated 

sand, gravel - general fill 
E;) rock 

0 em 40
` 

F igurc 2.22 7. Profile ofcztltnrcrl levels, facing south. 
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’ 
After a number of subsequent excavation units were measured l.08—by-0.84-by-0.40 m depth (.76 ni below 
placed outside of the main occupation area of the site, ground surface). The fill was loamy with numerous arti- 

. three backhoe trenches were dug to insure that no other facts. No buming had occurred within the pit. Its func- 

;| cultural features were present (see Fig. 2.224). All soil tion may have been as a storage unit. 

on the site was screened through %-inch screen except in Pit 2 was slightly smaller, measuring O.94-by-0.74- 

. ge|l| the fill of pit features where l/8-inch screen was used to by-0.78 m deep. The fill was also loamy and contained 
recover small biface thinning flakes. Artifacts were numerous pieces of bmned bone (N=63), several frag- 

|T bagged by grid and level. Profiles and plan views were ments of ground stone, and some projectile points. This 

drawn of all cultural features. Photographs documented may have served as a roasting pit. 
. the work and a topographic map was produced using a Pit 3 had dimensions of 1.16-by-1.04-by-0.72 m. 

transit and stadia rod. Within the charcoal-flecked fill were numerous pieces of 

bumed and fire-cracked rock. Burned faunal remains 

CULTURAL UNITS (N=62) were also present. This was also apparently a 

_| 
roasting pit. Several buming episodes are suggested by 

Ad ofthe Cultural features at RGVCIIIS Rddd W€I'€ focused 
ddd veeeedee ef ddee eemveeded devede at dee bedded ed 

in the eastem portion ef the site These include a smell 
the prt. An unusual. feature within the pit was the occur- 

ddddddd, three 8IlClll81'y pid, d dddd ddg, d ddd. ddd, {eye 
ed ddeedegdeddde eeddedj eg dee degdem 

|’ - 
_ 

- ey average cm in srze an a were cm eep. 
and a possible rock paved surface (F1gs` 2`228’ 2229)* 

small flat rock was found in the bottom of each posthole. 

- If these were indeed postholes, the posts ma have been 

|,1 
Pit Structure 

part of a roasting rack, keeping the meat ug off of the 

. The pit structure was found because of darkened char- 
heated rocks` 

coal-stained soil in the area and the presence of a num- 
Rock Pile 

|?° ber of artifacts on the surface. The oval-shaped structure 

Q 

· had gently sloping sides and no intemal features. The fill _ _ 

of the unit contained a high frequency of artifacts 
Extcmlmg ee de ?dg° fdf the pil smlcmm cm the mmh` 

however, the ml wezlside, 
waleren 

mtentronally piled stackhof rocks on the 

Q F| contained no recognizable stratigraphic levels. Some pr? dede S a°e’ °°m°mP°mry with t C pn stmcmrc 

rodent eetivitv wee evident in the fm (Figs. 2.232-2.234). The pile measured 

Dimensions. The pit Structure was fairly smell, 
.36 m high. The bottom layer of rocks rested on the use 

measuring m, with at-ieee area ef-655 Se m surface and contamed the largest of the rocks at 

ev (Fig. 2.230) Depth efthe unit was 1.07 m b el e w ground cm in width. As the pile rose, rocks got somewhat small- 

surface and .85 m below the prehistoric Surface. er (10-15 cm) in size. In the middle ofthe layering was a 

|[|fj Walls, Walls ef the pit eeueture Sl ep e d gently 
lens of burned rocks and charcoal—flecked soil. Smaller 

diwdd. rid structure has dd-d ddg ldd dd surrounding 
eeded were ed eee ed dee ede edd edde were wedged 

dridvrdm and clay substrate. The walls were HOT pre- 
b?*“’°°“ “‘° ‘“°‘l‘“‘“‘s‘“" ’°°kS thm "’°':" lF’W°‘ “‘ de 

pared. 
Several artrfacts were recovered wrthm the rock 

Floor: The floor of the pit structure was generally
` 

_ , , , , 

e |rf level with a few tmdulations. It was unprepared and con- 
The flmcmm ef th; pllc ls problcmatm At mfg gw 

L| |{|ZY sisted basically of a packed-down surface. Small gravels 
mflks were thoughl to ave cljme from a maslmg pm ut 

|( ddd ddrrdddddrdd clay rdy directly beneath dd HOOI`. 
dede ddee dd eddede de eddeee eddde by eddwdy 

3;;| Small Cl13I`C08l flecks wad embedded Withlll 1r.N¤ dd- e bumed ddd dede eeveeee de dee meddle ed de dede We 

_. facts w ere recovered from th e Hem surface. then expected a burial to- be under the rocks as a plausi- 

Hearth None pres e nt. 
ble explanation for the pile. None was found. 

i 
Postholes. None present.

`

_ 

Roof No roof fall present. 
Stone Rmg 

,| 
Entry. No evidence of an entry was found. _ _ 

Another anomalous feature was immediately northeast 

l|` 
we Pits 

of the rock feature, a carefully laid-out circle made from 

.| ef 
_..` 

‘ selected tabular rocks with the long axes placed outward 

located directly east ef the pit structure, 
from the center, similar to spokes of a wheel (Figs. 2.23l2, 

i|e`| all sharing the same prehistoric surface and therefore 
2`235’ 2236) Thls, feature was not comémpemry Wlth 

Pfesumed contemporary with it (See Fig 2_22g)_ pit 1 
the vther 0¤€S· It dld not l`€St On the prehistoric surface, 
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` Figure 2.229. Cultural features 
at LA 70188. Pit stsructurrz in foreground 

pits are on right, and base of rock 

i 
pile, stone ring, and possible 

stone paving are on upper le0 rf 
structure. 
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smface, the upper 20 cm (Level 1), or general fill (not |·· 

associated with any cultural feature). Only five sherds 

oem 1 99E 
W€!`¢ l` ¤l1¤d at varying depths in cultural structures, either 

_. 

Q,} 
, , within the pit structure (N=4) or Pit 3 (N=l). None was 

-, 

··
` 

/· more than 20 cm deep and two within the pit structure 
t 

jg, __J,¤ 
represented the early Mogollon sequence and two were 

-,._,· 
’ @ ]at¢_ No c01’['€l8tiOl`1 COl1ld be fOllHd between the early i|f| 

. sherds and the Late Archaic structures. They did, how- 

l_,..~ . 

At|‘;v| 
g 

ever, cluster more in the eastem portion of the Site. This .,| 

through the Suffouudlug mountains and 

|’| i'l?`$Q' :€ Z€i?3?Tf$§€QZ£Z?¤i¢ early eeramie users may simple have passed through this 

l|g?| moderately level area at varying times. 

|g Artifacts 

_ 

"··' 

0 Cm 10 
A large quantity of lithic artifacts were recovered from |i, 

excavated fill ,=_=.==t LA 70188 (N=16,062). Most of these are core flakes i| 

|j`| . Z 236. Pl . . 

I 
. _ (53.5 percent of the assemblage, Table 2.126), followed *2| 

Figure an VIEW ofstone Circ e nearplt struc 
a recovery of biface flakes percent, 0[ 2.| 

~ . 
~ ture.».| 

4,181 flakes). Another 232 bifaces were found, not *| 

Ceramics including projectile points. One of these was a probable 

_” 

agave knife recovered from the Athabaskan area ofthe 

T| Sherds constitute only 0.3 percent of the total artifact site (Fig. 2.237). Cores and angular debris are somewhat 

assemblage. Of these, 91.2 percent are early Mogollon low suggesting that primary reduction of material did not 

4| 

|iv, 
varieties——Ahna Brown Wares and San Francisco Red occtu on this site. The large ntunber of bifaces and bif¤¢¢ 

|YK (Table 2.125). Only five sherds represent a later flakes are characteristic of Archaic assemblages and the 

it Mogollon presence. It was, at first, considered that these radiocarbon dates for the site verify this pattem. C|; 

* 52 early sherds might correlate with the Late Archaic Over 55 percent of the material types are chert, dis- 

occupation and represent the transition from the Archaic tantly followed by Luna blue agate, rhyolite, and basalt E|

f 
_, 

to the early ceramic period in the Mogollon Highlands. (Table 2.127). Obsidian represents only 1.4 percent Gl 

: fl However, sherds were plotted by their location and the assemblage. Only the obsidian, silicified wood, and 

i depth on the site and 90.5 percent came from either the palm wood may be considered potentially not availeblc »,| 
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CT| 

Table 2.125. Ceramics from LA 70188 

`| Cells: Count Provenience Row Total 
. |';|=.~ Row Percent 

Column Percent General Fill Rocks Pit Structure 

M 

3| .,,_ Alma Plain 16 2 1 19 
. 64.2% 10.5% 5.3% 100.0% 

;»| 
32.0% 100.0% 20.0% 33.3% 

ll 

Alrm Rough 15 1 16 
93.8% 6.3% 100.0% 
30.0% 20.0% 28.1% 

s•nFranciscoRed 16 1 17 
94.1% 5.9% 100.0% 

I

· 

__| 

. 
;.j|=| 32.0% 20.0% 29.8% 

V. |T Lab Whihware 2 1 3 
ee.7% 33.3% 100.0% 

· |g| 4.0% 20.0% 5.3% 

w| Tularosa BIad<·on—white 1 1 

y| 100.0% 100.0% 
2.0% 1.8% 

Hachure Black-on-white 1 1 

· 

‘ 

,1 
100.0% 100.0% 

. 
20.0% 1.8% 

|I , 
Column Total 50 2 5 57 

gg 
4 87.7% 3.5% 8.8% 100.0% 

4 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

' 

.5, 
chert dominates at 49.1 percent, followed by basalt, Luna 

j 
jail| 

blue agate, and obsidian. The obsidian shows a 12.3 per- 

,,4,| 

‘ cent ranking among projectile points, but is only 1.4 per- 

cent of all material types on the site. 

4| Ground Stone 

; 

{ 

A limited number of ground stone (N=28) artifacts were 
. 

recovered at Raven‘s Roost. Most of these, 46.4 percent, 

nge| 
_ 

are metate fragments, of which three are slab metates. 

Less than half that number of one·hand manos were 

lst| i 

1-- 

found. While 68 percent were from general fill, nine 
’ · ._ ‘3'|,` ·| . . · . 

ieces were associated with cultural features. Pit 3 con-P 
tained the most and the stones may have served as roast- 

_ 

° '°°'” ing stones alter grinding usage; other features had one 

each. Correlatin the ound stone with the Archaic 
, 

S gl 

occupation was a matter of concem. An examination of 
the proveniences for these artifacts revealed that most 

|‘gfY_- (67.9 percent) were from general fill, leaving nine that 

Figure 2- 237. Probable agave kngse related I0 the 
may be considered culturally related to the Late Archaic 

A . . occupation. These mclude three metates (one slab and
4 

,...| 
*3, 

, thabaskan occcupation ofthe site. _ _ 

two mdetermmate), two manos (one one-hand and one 

,| in the site vicinity. indetenninate), three lapidary stones, and one indetermi- 
{*1;| i js|

` 

_ _ , , •
l 

|j 
4 The projectile pomts (N=106), separated accordmg nate piece of ground stone. 

to size, include 36 large dart points (San Pedro), 41 Rhyolite dominates the material type used for the 

jj 
medium-sized points (including both dart and arrow manufacture of ground stone (Table 2.130). This is a 

’” 

points), 3 small projectile points, 1 Bajada, 1 Bajada-San commonly preferred and easily available material for 

.j Jose, and 2 Chiricahua (Table 2.128). Material types for sites of all periods in the project area. 

points follow those types generally preferred on the site; 

|Q. 

j.| 
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*|
” 

. . . 

iT| Table 2.128. Projecule Pomts from LA 70188 
|·‘‘ 

11 

· |‘ 
*-lh c•IIs: Count Mated¤ITypo Row 

Row Percent Total 

|_ Chart Chalcedony Luna Blue Silicfied Obsidian Basatt Rhyclib 

Agab wg 
..| 

.. unidentified 23 6 1 1 9 2 43 
»‘ 

|`Q2|;| 
V 

53.5% 14.0% 2.3% 4.7% 20.9% 4.7% 100.0% 

5 5 2 2 14 
’ 

~ Notched 35.7% 35.7% 14.3% 14.3% 100.0% 

Medium Lamar- 2 2 
Eccentric 100.0% 100_O%

° 

·| gi. small Side 1 1 

"·| Notched 100.0% 100.0% 

AMI|?| unnmchea 2 2 

|¤_| i 
100.0% 100.0% 

ff Flake Point 1 1 

.
- 

..|>·| 100.0% 100.0% 

lh 

Pndorm 1 1 

100.0% 100.0% 

sagaua 1 1 

|I 100.0% 100.0% 

1 1 7 | 
. .%,.....,5|·lt* Jose 100.0% 100.0% 

cnmcanua 1 1 2 
50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

· 

:.._ |”; 
p|j

· 

A 

San Pedro 18 1 4 4 7 2 36 
` ·` 50.0% 2.8% 11.1% 11.1% 19.4% 5.6% 100.0% 

Coiumn Tom 52 1 12 1 13 20 6 106 

V;| 
* 

|H|?} 49.1% .9% 12.3% .9% 12.3% 18.9% 5.7% 100.0%

· 

... 

1* 

. Table 2.129. Ground Stone from LA70188 

. 
_- `égg|h| .. __....__.,.. ,_ .. __ _ .. .--_. _.._,. 1.. _... __ __. 

Oa|ls:O0unt Prwenienca Row Total 
Row Percent 

Q 
‘~ 

3 Oolumn Percent 

General Fill Pit1 PR2 PR3 PitStru:!urn 

nnuenmnnan 4 1 5 

L, 
Fragment 80.0% 20.0% 100.0% 

_ 
..5|3 20.0% 20.0% 17.9% 

Lapidary Sbna 2 2 4 

TT;| |.|>¥" 50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

10.0% 40.0% 14.3% 

Q 
|.» 50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

|jj?| 5.0% 20.0% 7.1% 

tj:.| Ono—hard Mano 3 1 4 

75.0% 25.0% 100.0 

|gf?| 15.0% 20.0% 14.3% 

— 07|};;,2 Metals 8 1 1 T0 

**7*| 80.0% *0.0% 10.0% 100.0% 

40.0% 100.0% 100.0% 10.7% 

|**1 
- Slab Meme 2 1 3 

" 
66.7% 33.3% 100.0% 

52| 
_._i,| |_|}| 10.0% 100.0% 10.7% 

jim| commu ma: 20 1 1 5 1 za 

71.4% 3.6% 3.6% 17.9% 3.6% 100.0% 

100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
3 

1;...| 
·- 

* rw| ·..¤| — 
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l 

Table 2.130. Ground Stone Material Type from LA 70188 . 

Cells: Count Provenience Row 
Row Percent Total 

Column Percent General Fill Pit 1 Pit 2 Pit 3 Pit Structure [ 

·il 

Besant 1 1 2 5 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0%
l 

_ 

5.0% 20.0% 7.1% 1 

Rhyolite 17 1 1 3 1 23 
73.9% 4.3% 4.3$ 13.0% 4.3% 100.0% 
85.0% 100.0% 100.0% 60.0* 100.0% 82.1% ; 

Andesite 1 1 

1 00.0%100.0%
‘ 

5.0% 3.6%
l 

ji Sandstone 1 1
· 

%.. 
100.0% 100.0%

r 
· 20.0% 3.6% g 

Quartzite 1 1 § 

100.0% 100.0% 
. . 5.0% 3.5*7¤

l 

_. Column Total 20 1 1 5 1 28
’ 

g 
» 71.4% 3.6% 3.6% 17.9% 3.6% 100.0% 3 

~ 
“ 

100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

__ 

I 

Table 2.131. Miscellaneous Artifacts from LA 70188 1 

` 

Cells: Count Prwegigpg Row Total · 

Row Percent 
isi Column Percent ~ General Fill Pit 1 Pit 3 Pit Structure * 

1* Pendant Blank 121 ? 

·_ 100.0% 100.0% 
1 

A 

5.6% 2.7% 

Quartz Crystals 17 3 9 7 36 
47.2% 8.3% 25.0% 19.4% 100.0%

l 

tree; 94.4% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 97.3%
l 

|’ 
|.| 

Column Tohl 18 3 9 7 37 
48.6% 8.1% 24.3% 13.9% 100.0% 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Miscellaneous Artyfacts ANCILLARY STUDIES 

|r|i All but one of the 37 miscellaneous items were quartz Fauna] Remains 
crystals (Table 2.131). Many came from general fill and 
thus their cultural eeseeietien eeuld be suspect- Burial beneath accumulations of alluvial materials 

HOWBWF, 513 Pslssm Cams from Wlthm cultural fs? allowed for good preservation of faunal bone; 663 pieces 

? mY€s» PY1maY1lY the lm structure and Pit 3» suggesting were recovered (Table 2.132). Most were in general fill 
their eelleeven by i>reh¤et<>¤e peoples (Series 1945; (57.4 percent), but the pir emremre end rite 2 and 3 were 
Bluhm 19573 Lekson 1990)- Swell ef the CYYsms from well represented. The fauna recovered were predomi- 

r| 
il 

the pit structure came from the floor till or lower 1111 of nalltly large mammals (5g_g percent), including mrlerer- 
the unit. The single other item was a pendant blank made mlnate mrledeeryl, deer, and elle Medmmmzed mam- 

|( from sedimentary material recovered from general fill. It male, including dog, made up l6_4 pereem me me essem- 
’i§| €¤¤¤0t be associatsd with 3 Pamculaf cultural 0°°uPa‘ blage; only 4.9 percent were small mammals, including 

.; 
tion at the site. rebblle 

|· Large mammal remains were found within every 

|V 
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.. {Q| Table 2.134. C-14 Dates for LA 70188 
· e|v| 

`IIII 

—· 
. . 

Q|_

I 

um 66¤N¤. Ageap. Cdi¤'ded1·SIqmDde cuiaaeu 2-SiqnaDde caiuaeu oa. Context 

r

{ 

¤lI101E 76773 Zm)50 6.0. 5l5·&5 ac. 7d)-670 6.c. 405 Pimaae (53611) 
556360 

. 966171036 69607 2060190 B.C.190·AD. 10 a.c.376A0. 100 6.c.70 r¤1z3 

, 

I 

94w996 69606 160190 AD.1£>·1950 ao. 1520-1570 A.o. 1590,1750. pimetae (27661 

V __ 
169-1950 1810, 1mO 

|ell |Lair! 9047996 69609 2200:110 B.C.$)-70 6.c.420A0.40 9.c.:<10,aa0, mmareerssenl 

-| 96101026 69610 2810:160 6.0.910520 6.c. 1120-353 6.0.600 Pais 

B|j| |_f.|?I‘ 106617716 69911 560*100 Ao.130o1430 7to.126o1490 A0. 1400 Fume an 

,.e_ 96611996 69612 2010:100 B.C.11D·AD. 100 g.C.3H>·g10 6.c. 0 i¤1¤·l¤r¤rR¤ur Pile 
6. .21014. .230 

. UTNIQE 69613 3430:160 BC.1920-1520 B.C.21()-1403 B.C.173J Pimaae (58cm)
` 

eerr 9617966 57455 1%O.·t£0 B.C.20-AD.140 6.c.110»co.240 A.D.70 Pimaae (53¤·n) 
- 

i. mma 57456 1920::70 A0. 20160 6.0. 50Ao. 250 A0. 90 stem 01166
I 

QIIQE 57458 1740:100 4.0. 210-420 AD.&·550 A0. 330 lmerieerleeek Pine 
II I 

X all| mma 78271 140:tEl A.D.1670-175) A0. 1655-1950 A.o.169¤,1735, pimeuee (5666) 

V |V 
17961945 1815,1923 

9011696 64066 220660 A.D.1M0·16§) A0.14901950 A0. 1670 616666 427611) 
173)-1810 

, |_|l 
193)-1950 

{V 

UNl103E 94067 500e50 Ao.14101440 A.014061470 71.0.1490 Pil3 

VVl.Ij_{_..;I| cultural feature on the site. Pits 2 and 3, in particular, are wood use is predominately coniferous, including pinon, 
thought to have been roasting pits for cooking meat ponderosa pine, and juniper. Small quantities of oak and 

I|I because of the larger numbers of mammals and the char- box elder were also recovered. 

coal—stained soil present in these features. Given the high Intrusive uncharred plant remains were minimal,
I 

number of large-sized mammals (N=39l) on the site and consisting of evening primrose seeds and unidentified 

{V ,_ 
the corresponding high number of projectile points and seeds and embryos. 

. 

is biface fragments, it is evident that hunting activities were 

If.__i 6 primary concem when selecting site location. Raven‘s Pollen Remains 
*III=Ij|I’“| 

{ 

Roost is well suited for the pursuit of game, being a 
.1r,j . . ;r;j*|·;| · - . · . . 

Slight distance uphill from 8 flowmg stream and Suf- Fifteen pollen samples or washes nom the site were sub- 
|I|·|F {| 

I *‘N¤¤d¢d by heavy f0I'¢St ¢0V¢1’ 111 the f00IZh1llS of P1’¤11`1¢ mitted for detailed analysis (Table 2.133). Proveniences 

Pomt Peak. Wild game is prevalent in the area today. sampled include the pit structure, Pit 3, and the general 
V`E|’ · 511 around the pit structure. 

"| I Macrobotanical Remains Of most interest is the presence of com pollen and 
|. starch grains from the fill, floor fill, and floor of the pit 

Five macrobotanical samples were examined from the structure and m an adjacent grid m the general fill. This 
|tiIf°I;|;{ pit structure, two from extramural pits, and one from the is the only area on the site where com was recovered. 

stone ring. Although maize pollen was identified from 'The dense forest cover, sloping terrain, and high eleva- 

several contexts, evidence of maize is absent from the tion of the site environs are not suited for com agricul- 
macrobotanical record at this site. Cultural plant remains ture. The closest potential agricultural land would have 

consisted of charred pigweed and seepweed seeds, along been .5 km away along the Wet Leggett drainage. Prickly 
I”.| with juniper leaves and nonreproductive pine plant parts. pear cactus and sagebrush were also found in the floor 
|.|· M.| I . , . . . 

. Pigweed was widely used as a potherb and the seeds fill and floor of the pit structure and, given the environ- 

i|~ . 
{ 

were ground into a meal. Seepweed grows in saline and mental conditions of the site, It would seem that these 

._,_ alkaline soils and was used by the Pima to flavor foods two items, plus corn, were brought into the site from 

V, 

I |V. (Curtin 1949:71). The juniper leaves and pine plant parts lower, more open areas. Other items from Table 2.133 
|*|5 

.,| are probably related to firewood use. Evidence of fuel- could have been retrieved from the nearby stream area. 

I|t|
I 

..1 rz · · " 
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t
. 

Pine, cheno-ams, composites, and grasses are commonly general till near the pit structure) are from the upper lev- 

found in most pollen samples taken from sites in the els ofthe pit structure. There are several possibilities for 

Mogollon Highlands. Pollen from the nightshade family these dates. The 1600, 1700, and 1800 dates could repre- 

found in the pit structure is less common and may repre- sent repeated late Athabaskan use of the site area. The 

sent the use of the plant for tobacco. mid-l900s dates are undoubtedly from the original con- 

In sum, a mixture of plants were exploited by the struction of the adjacent highway. A reddish clay lens 
occupants of Raven‘s Roost, including com during the from that activity was found overlying the pit structure 

Late Archaic period at ca. 50 B.C.—A.D. 40. While some and surrounding area. 

items probably were imported, a wide variety was still An additional sample of eight pieces of obsidian was 
probably obtained from the immediate environment. submitted for dating. Five are clearly too early, ranging 

from 4762 to 1570 B.C. Two others, at 1029 and 716 

DATING METHQDS B.C., correspond to early dates obtained through radio- 

carbon analyses, but were rejected in favor of later C- 14 

Fourteen radiocarbon samples from Raven‘s Roost were dates- Ohe other date st A·D· I784 matches twc l700‘ 

submitted to Beta Analytic, Inc. Four received extended l800s dstss ahtl maY vsrify ah Athahasltah Plesehce ch 

counting times and four others were rerun with either tbs sits- 

extended counting or accelerator mass spectrometry. The Tbs ssrsmiss eh tha site are scmewhat Plchlematic 

remaining ten dates were varied and indicated that there Ws believe tbsy ds sst cci'i'esPchd tc the Late Arsbsis 

were several oultural oeeunatlons of the site (Table dates of 50 B.C.—A.D. 40. These dates seem too early for 

2.134). Resurts were separated imo four sets of dates rep- tbs prssssss sf ssrsmiss; bswsvsn it is nst impsssibls- 

resenting four discrete dating episodes (Fig. 2.238). Ws simply eahhct msks a siippcttetl case fst this cciTc· 

Set l includes aberrant dates that are incompatible lation of sherds and the Late Archaic dates, particularly 

with the main body of C-l4 dates_ They may bc a result since the sherds do not associate with any features on the 

1,; _ of the use of old wood_ site. The few later decorated and corrugated sherds do 

Set 2 oontalns a eluster of four dates and seerns to not correspond at all to any of the recovered radiocarbon 

represent the main occupation of the site. Using the 2- dates ahtl ale PlchahlY lePlesehtatiVe sf Pct dssps- 

sigma range, there is good correspondence between 50 hi srdsr tc bsst eXPlaih ths Wide lahge sf dates fsr 

B_C_ and A_D_ 40 with a rnean at ea_ 5 B_C_ This range of the site, we believe we are looking at a site that has had 

r 

dates associates well with the Late Archaic lithic assem- muitipis ccchpatichs frsm tbs Late Archaic up ths Yeccht
E 

blage, particularly the projectile point styles at Raven‘s Past The lates mimhel sf Alchale Plclectile Pcihts» 

Roost. intruded in this set or dates are me prt smrcmm, bifsss frssmsms, and ssmpsrstivs issk sf ssrsmiss indi- 

Pit 3, rock pile, and the fill beneath the stone ring. Pits 1 cate tbs lhaih ccchhatich sf RaVeh`s Rssst Was dhlihg 

and 2 could not be dated for rack Orsuarcrem Crimean, tbs Lats Arsbsis psrisd, iiksiy bstwssn 50 BC- and 

but would seem to be eontelnborary with the other tea, A.D. 40. Architectural features also date to this time. 

tures because of their close proximity and similar depths. Bsssd ch a small ceramic Pl'esehee» ah appaleht mihcl 

Also, because the stone circle rested on till, a date for the use sf tbs site ecciitied thichghcht fhs Mcgcllch 

plaeernent of that configuration is not possible. Pithouse period. An Athabaskan occupation may have 
j| 

*¤ 
Set 3 eorunrrsed two tight dates between A_l)_ l400 occurred around A.D. 1430 and possibly between 1660 

and 1470. One derives from a bumed area 27 m west of ahd tbs cally l800s- 

·| the pit structure and the other comes from Pit 3, a roast- 

|; |Q| ing pit with an earlier Late Archaic date. Numerous arti- SITE INTERPRETATION 

facts were recovered in the upper 30 cm of till over the 

rr| 

|` site and these 1400s dates may represent an early LA 70188, Raven‘s Roost, is an important site for sever- 
Athabaskan presence overlying the Late Archaic occupa- al reasons. The recovery of a large number of Late 

`| tion. It is possible that the stone ring associates with this Archaic projectile points from the site has allowed for a 

°*;_| later use of the site. None of the sherds from the site cor- rare opportunity to examine projectile point function and 

responds with these later dates; all were too early. technology within the Mogollon Highlands for this time 
I 

|· Admittedly, an Athabaskan occupation is a tenuous con- period in particular (see Chipped Stone Analysis). The 
2| 

clusion, but there is a precedent for it in that two other small pit structure (probably used for shelter), several 

sites that are very close by that have early Athabaskan adjacent pits, and several anomalous features such as a
A 

occupations, LA 37917 and LA 37919. rock pile, and a small area of rock paving, all associated 

Set 4 has several dates from the late 1600s, mid- with an open-air Archaic occupation are the first Archaic 

I| 1700s, early 1800s, and mid-1900s. All but one (from structures recovered for the Mogollon region. Recently, 
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q 

Late Archaic sites m southeastem Arizona have cant. Transport of this economic item (as well as several 

l 

|ei A|
I 

. uncovered that contain shallow pit structures simi- others) to the site from lower, more open areas is indi-
I 

‘
‘ 

. 
_ 

to that at Raven‘s Roost (Thompson 1987; Roth and cated. This, therefore, implies the employment of a sea- 

kell 1992; Mabry and Clark 1994). We are apparent- sonal round between highlands and lowlands by the 
I 

r 

begirming to fmd this same pattern in southwestern Archaic occupants of the site. This form of subsistence 

Mexico, although dates are currently somewhat ear- strategy has been previously suggested for early inhabi- 

|i|rjijer in Arizona. tants of the Mogollon Highlands (Mrnms 1985; Hunter- 

|in |is Raven's Roost was buried beneath 30 cm of alluvi- Anderson 1986; Vlills 1988a, 1994). 
- and this may be a pattem for many Archaic sites The possibility of an Athabaskan occupation of the i

t 

VQ 
within the Mogollon Highlands. 'I`wo other Archaic sites site and of others nearby, forces us to consider how wide- 

= (LA 43766 and LA 89846) excavated on this project spread the Athabaskan use of this portion of the
t 

were found beneath soil deposits of up to a meter in Mogollon Highlands may have been. While seemingly 
depth. in all cases, only a handful of Archaic material ephemeral, we have found hearths, roasting pits, and 

i| was found on the surface; and in fact, all had later ceram- shallow basin structures. Athasbaskan sites may be more 
ie period occupations overlying them, masking their ubiquitous than previously thought and they may be { 

presence. present at a much earlier time than previously thought. 

|. Utilization of a broad variety of plant material is evi- There is a huge untapped opportimity for future archaeo-
L 

e·;i|’| |iii]|·r~tdent at Raven‘s Roost. The pregeneeojeomwitliinsev- logical investigations to determine the nature of the 

eral features dating to the Ijée Archaic period is signifi- Athabaskan occupation of the region. 
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