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6 

3| |, 

make surprise attack difficult, and n bfédstwofk might be added to make a 

the house group as a whole the more easily defended. On the other hand n 2

|

, 

fort is a structure primarily devoted to military uses, and within it living |` · 

requirements must be subordinated to the exigencies of warfare. Such u 
structure does not become a house even though on occasion it may be lived V 

in continuously over long periods. 
A very exact analogy is afforded by the log blockhouse of our own :

` 

Colonial period. As originally conceived, and as built in New England, 
dwellings might have an overhanging second story which enabled the be- 

; |s 

sieged occupants to shoot down on any enemy attempting to break into or ; 
. |Q 

set fire to the lower story. The top-heavy log house proved so relevant to |, 

the situation and so adaptable to purely military needs that the design * 

` Q 

was expanded eventually to the huge, octagonal, log forts of the Ohio Valley. 
i 

·,| 

ln these westem settlements a blockhouse fort dominated the center of a 
V Q 

palisaded village. Under attack, all persons took refuge in the blockhouse ? 
|i 

where they were able to withstand siege for considerable periods of time; V; 

the defensible house had evolved into a liveable fort. Applying the distinc- < 
~| 

tion to our ruins, the hogan builders were house builders, though the sites |» 

und structures clearly show that these people kept in mind the probability ¥

i 

or attack. 

t 

.. 

I 

· + 

San Miguel River Drainage 
`| 

4| 

After denying so emphatically that these little circular buildings are
| 

._ 

forts it should be only fair to present an exception to prove the rule. This i Q 
|‘a 

singular ruin (HHC1, certainly a fortress as is evident from its floor plan, 2 ¥
g 

is located in western Colorado in the northem part ot San Miguel County, |J) 

at no great distance airline from the Pueblo country in which Dr. Martin V 

_
: 

of the Field Museum aud Dr. Lch of the University of Colorado have carried
‘ 

~ 

|· 

cm field investigations, though nearer the Sem Juan Mountains and at acme-
_ 

what higher altitude (about 7,500 feet). The building, or rather buildings. F 

=

` 

were grouped along the edge of a high promontory overlooking the junction ,| 

of two considerable canyons; the slopes leading to the site are steep but gt. 

may be climbed almost any place with an occasional scramble. |·_ |T6 

A massive dry-laid wall, still standing in places to heights of four feet,
_ 

mcloses three sides of an area roughly 70 by 80 feet (21.3 by 24.4 m.) (Pl. |~
_ 

IV, fig. c). The site was so selected as to take advantage of an outcrop of u ? 
|" 

rimrock along the eastern side, the fourth side ot the enclosure. Wherever e 

‘F| 

this rimmck ledge was not high enough to offer a readily defensible ram- 
part a rock wall was laid up and backfllled to form a terrace continuous 

jg 

with the level of the promcmtory top.* A mound of rubble, at present about 
1`uuy feet high, occupies the center of the enclosure or compound, with a 

si|
2 

cleared space left between the mound and the outer breastworks (Pl. III, *| 

fig. b, shows wall and central mound). On the surface of this mound curvi- 
linear walls are barely traceable beneath the roots of centuries-old cedar g 
and pinon trees ( one cedar is six feet in circumference), but because no |Q 

excavation has been attempted construction details are not known. About 
_| |. 

all that can be said at present is that nothing suggesting a. kiva pit was |Q 
fg 

noted and that the interior of the compound was remarkably free of arti- 
_| 

facts of any kind, though this might be due to the activities 0i' local Col- |_ 

lectors. |‘* 
`- 

The method by which the fort was entered is not known, possibly by
A 

ladder, or, more likely, simply by clambering over the low wall. However, 
at the south end of the site, adjoining the wall on the outside, two addi- |` 

_q
, 

tional rooms, one roughly circular, had been built,. These might have
; 

formed part of the defensive outworks serving as gate house or guard 
_|_ 

’Ct. Keur, 1941, p. 40. 
|{ 

.|` 
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i’ 

'¥ I we 

l E 

ti that the southwestern stone slab·lined storage cist and the slab-walled 
F * 

1 mealing bin both were absent from the hogan sites we investigated, but 
. that the jug-shaped unlined pit, so characteristic of the Plains, was present. 

. 
4 4. 

is 

lg 

III. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND ETHNOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
{ ~ 

{ Our survey activities have been devoted primarily to the location of 
1* 

1 
sitcs with the testing of only a few selected examples to obtain represen- 

; 

l tative artifacts. Naturally our information lays most emphasis on building 
tk 

g 

traits since many of these can be determined without excavation. ln the 
Q 

` 

present section we shall examine first the distribution of related building 
, types and then see what similarities there may be in other material culture 

traits. Negative traits, those traits which we might reasonably suspect to 
|,_ 

be present but which were not noted; are discussed along with the positive 
,· 

‘ 
' 

traits. More complete investigation may show many supposedly missing 
traits actually to be present.*

‘ 

It is with proper trepidation that we embark upon this review since our
J 

t' 
own point of departure, the few sites we have studied in detail, hardly justi- 

;i tics assumption of an Olympian role. However, we believe that any such 
‘ 

i· 
l site is inexplicable in and of itself, and that it is only by comparison with 

similar sites elsewhere that anything like a sensible interpretation may 
I ig Q, emerge. To quote a distinguished contemporary, "What is wanted is not 
_ A 

` 

to theorize a local development which may have taken place, but to find 
» = · that which has actually taken place, and this is not done by surrounding a 
_ Q { 

culture with fences."** Let us, then, break down a few fences and see 
f 

: 

whether we can bring any order to the hodgepodge of "sacred shrines," 
g, 

gl 
"granaries," "1ookouts," "forts," "fortified enclos·ures," "Pueblo hunting 

b Q; 
camps/’ and "mysteri0us ceremonial encl0sures" with which the literature 

{ Q hi is cluttered. 
¢ *? 

l 

We may say in advance, and flatly, that the house type we have been 
i 

` 

di! 
( 

discussing, the stone hogan with variants, is old and widely distributed in 
? 

gw 
|~‘l 

l the westem part of the United States. We have found not the slightest 
S Mi j 

justification for regarding the stone hogan as a recent imitation or Pueblo 
· 

Q?. W`] masonry. Even in the specialized and diagnostic forms we have listed the 
i QEV1 T;} 

hogan is traceable over many western states and far beyond the known, 
.. ii limitcd distribution of Navaho archaeological sites. It follows, certainly, 
, that the "Navaho" house is identifiable as Navaho only so long as it is
· 

_ 
_ 

$5 associated with artifact or pottery traits definitive of Navaho culture. 
5 

` 

Y 
n 

Nearly every building trait we have cited is known from the present 
~ 

'; 

E ly day Navaho or from archaeological or historical records of Navaho houses 
{ 

r 
of the past. Tnalts which are present in Navaho building but which we have 
not noted here are the use of the crlbbed roof, the use of a heavy timbered 

_ 
lél. roof covered with earth, the building of a covered entryway, the use or two 

A posts as door jambes, the use of four central supporting posts, and the use 

g 

of adobe mortar. 

w 
|I; to the east; because buffalo were known to both regions it was concluded 

· that they came together at a distance of fifty leagues to the north of Santa 
· 

I 
Fe. The description applies best to South Pass in Wyoming, by which 

_ 5 communication could be had between the Platte drainage and the Colorado 
_ 

|j" · 

Q 
drainage, but the estimated distance is low. The distance would apply to 

_ V qi Cochetopa Pass between the Gunnison drainage and the Rio Grande drain- 
_ A 

age which; was a famous buffalo pass ("C0chetopa" means "Buffalo Pass"), 

gulzvtlhls arregi¢a_r;gd1<;?° 
not meet· the other requirements as a pass between 

lil 
*111 preparation of this section we have borrowed frequently from representa- 

_ 
gi 

l tive publications on surrounding archaeological areas. Because the refer- 

|Ulf} 
sheen used will be unavailable to most of the readers of this series the 

~ 

|yy. relevant passages are quoted somewhat more fully than might otherwise 
‘ 

|·.¤;;;;}! 
be necessary. Our examination of the literature_has by no means been , 

|{tix,} exhaustive. but we have aimed at including sufficient pertinent facts to 

` 

“B¥:·;};¢;-g;1:ltll:rG;:;l9t parrgr 
an adequate statement of evidence now available. 
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