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; 

Q WHEN WERE THE NAVAJ()S" l i| 

|I

• 

l |fl| 

he stimulation for this essay is the fact that ture to auto mechanics to medicine to drafting and 4| 
|i Tso often when people learn I claim to know on and on in an unbroken sequence from tradition- 

something about the Navajos, they ask, al to modern, but as we try to penetrate the mists 
"When did they arrivc?" ———in New Mexico, in of time thc view dims andthe focus blurs.

’ 

|yi Arizona, in the Southwest; or simply, “‘When did
i 

|-» 

they amvegw There is Seldom any concern about 
The Navajos today constitute a nation, a corporate 

where they came rm, what caused them to im v<>¤¤¤¤1 my made up Of me them ¤¤ humd 
former home, what route they mk, how they ¤¤mm¤¤i¤¢S Of people b<¢*<>¤gi¤g t0 we Sixty 

traveled or their adaptations in their new home. Claim They are located in Parts Of New M€XiCO· 
Arizona and Utah within arbitrary reservation 

I 

The question may seem 21 simple one, but it deals boundaries and scattered beyond these boundaries 

with a very complicated subject and I do not think in all directions. 
|gi 

we can yet give anything resembling a definitive _ _ _ _ 

answer although We have long known that they The term nation derives from Latin mma meaning 

|i Speak an Apachean Or Southem Athabaskan lam 
birth or race and is related to the term native (Mish

| 

r 

guage derived from the Northern Athabaskan ian- 
19‘>3>· It thus im¤>¤¢S ¤ g~‘=¤€¤¢ f¢l¤¤<>¤Shiv 

guages Of Wgstcm Canada and Alaska} among its members, but as used in English today it 

designates a sovereign polity, often with 21 diverset‘ ..Q 
There are two primary questions that need to be population, one properly called a nati0r1—state. It is 

l, 

answered before anything approaching a "time of o usually characterized by a distinctive material cul- 

|` 

&frival" can be addressed. These are, "Who are the ture and a dominant language with variant cultures 

|. 
Navaj0s‘?" and “Where can they be considered and languages receiviiigi greater or lesser recogni- 

|i N&v21j0?" tion, tolerance or oppression. Nations and nation- 

states have fomal political stmcture, full-time spe-
i 

il| 

Navajos today, of course, kr10W who ¥h€Y 8Y€, 5 Cjgljgtg in leadership positions and rigid rules for 

._ 

p€0pl€ who call themselves Dine 'e as opposed t0 membership lj; 

fhfi Ndée of the other Apachean speakers and the gpg; 

Dena of the northerners, who plant crops, raise In the seventeenth century, and until recently, the 

livestock, weave wooleri textiles, make jewelry of Navajos were viewed as a tribe, in some cases as a 

|ii Silvér amd turquoise, hold rodeos, play basketball, part of an Apache nation (in the older sense of this 

i YOUGW their own religious traditions as well as par- term) made up of a great number of tribcs.2 They 

ni 

miipate in several introduced religions, attend seem to have been differentiated from the other 5;}|% 

schools and colleges, and work at many occupa- Apaches as a result of their practice of agriculture. 

|i, UOHS from politics to cake decoration to architec— There was little, if any, unity in the nation and the 
.1| 
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tribes were basically sovereign entities united the soil. Ethnographers have often applied the.
_ 

internally by culture, language or dialect and term to larger groups. y. 

social structure. They lacked the strong, formal _;| 

centralization that characterizes modern nations The inconsistency st the use at the tcm band 

mmm_Smt€S_ becomes apparent when one looks at the structure |I 

of the historic Apachean tribes, where "band" is 

Early Spanish language documents distinguish at used for major divisions numbering in the hun- |il 

least three population groupings; the rribu or dreds of people and sometimes perhaps inthe low 

tribe, the parcialidad or band and the frzmilia or thousands, three or four bands making up the 
if 

Clan.3 Tribes are intermediate in complexity entire Chiricahua Tribe, only two for the Jicarillas _ 

between nations and bands, but bands may be sub- and possibly two for the Mescaleros. The larger |St. 
if 

divisions of a tribe or more or less independent Western Apache and Navajo tribes had several |"|. 
is 

entities. The degree of formal organization with such units. What students of the Western Apaches .| . 

tribes varies considerably. Bands, on the other call "groups" appear to be comparable to bands in 

hand, are quite informal, often flexible in organi- ¥h0 m0f0 03S¥0fly tfib0S afld WOSt0f¤ Apache 
.

|
T 

zation, and may have very fuzzy boundaries with "bands" seem to equate with small units such as 

fluid membership. The Spanish colonists wrote of "lcca1 gf0¤PS” ¥im0¤g {hs? Chiricahuas and 00m-
, 

unite they knew personally and all toe often did munities among the modern Navajos. There are Q|t 

not specify the sociopolitical status of named five °°gf0¤PS°° amfmg thc W0St0Y¤ Apaches. each . 

groups} composed of two to seven "bands" or "semibands" 

which seem to fall somewhere between the ii| 
~· 

Clans me d0$0€¤t SYWDS with m0mb0YShlP Chiricahua local groups and Navajo communities. 

assigned m8tYi1l¤€&uY· frcm m0fh0Y tc 0hild· Tradition and some hints in the historic record sug— 
N9m0l3tlV€$ m&Y gain Clan aftiliaticn by &d0P¥i0¤ gest that the Navajos themselves recognized 

OV 0th0Y special circumstanccss Amcug the twelve units that might correspond to the bands of 

clans are fcuud t0d8Y Only 3m0¤g th0 the Chiricahuas or the "groups" of the Western 

N3V3j0$ and W0$Y0F¤ Apaches- Apaches (Gifford 1940; Goodwin 1942; Opler
|

T 

_ _ _ _ _ _ 
1941; Sonnichsen 1958; Tiller 1983).6 

This description relates to Apachean sociopolitical I| 

structure dufiiig the hiSt0Yi0 P0Yi0d i¤S01°8f GS W0 This is a necessarily overly simplified description 

0311 discern it from writings 01°Th0 PGST SHG 0bS0f- of the levels of organization or identity as it has |a 

vaticns ctpresent-day practice. Gains further inte been viewed in histone times, not raking into 

the past we must rely on oral tradition, archeology aeeount all the details of varying terminologyi 
V__

’ 

and inference. Comparison of the various tribes adopted by observers writing in English, but it will 

may reveal stages in the process of change or adap- suffice to provide such understanding as seems 

tations to differing economies and environments. essential to project into the past the trends that cre- s| 

lt is probable that both factors have had an influ— ated the historic tibes. Z9| 

ence on usages in the Southwest and on the High 

pjainS_ 
The earliest reports of Apaches west of the High iT| 

Plains are those of the Espejo expedition of 1582- 

Anthropologically, bands of prehistoric peoples 83. Called _Querechos"ior~`€6rEcli5sj`tIii€y were 
|Yi

| 

are often described as having been rather small, found near Acomaiand AwatoviQifThe`yrEiised some *| 

not over fifty people according to some archaeolo— crops, but were also hunters of large and small 

gists who never saw them, but only their traces in game and tanners of buckskin. Trade, alliances 

NNO28214
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(md warfare with neighboring Puebloans suggest Vaqueros. the New Mexico pueblos were very 
that they were well established over a wide area nearly surrounded by Apacheans. 

gud represented scvcml bands or tribes (Hammond _ _

» 

l _ _ _ 
‘ 

Bcnavxdcs observations regarding the political 
tm c_ t , . 

_ . I 

structure 0i the Navajos appear to bc colored by 

\t> further mention of these westerly Apaches his EuY0P€‘€€m€Y€d C0¤C€Pt$ of §0V¢Y¤m€¤¥. but 

umu 1599 when DOH Juan dc cme. do $h¤d SOM hght §>¤ ¤h¢ Subject- He noted ¤ t 

ftwundcr of thc Spanish colony in New Mexico, CaC*qu€_ who W? Chlci Wet the €“Sr°_mb€»`Pm 
dccrccd that thc elderly captives taken with the ficah With 3 €`0tiS}}i of Thlb leader, a chmftgm gr 

defeat of Acoma be entrusted to the care of the 
pglmag Cflpmm \gh(;3mdy_1§aV?Th€adgdla bénd 

Quercchos. If this is not a mistaken rendering for 
an an € time wet enmu €° ma ° °g8UO“ 

. t was engaged m going about to the scattered 
··Qu¢res, the Navajos ot the Mount Taylor area , . . . 

. . ranchcmas to recruit warriors for a war against the 
must bc those mtcndcd. Barely two weeks later, 111 . . 

. 
— 

, settlers. There were also, on the basis of informa- 
u report to the vnccroy, Onatc used the term . __ . ,, 

_ _ f th V _ 
mm from thc Tcwas, numerous lesser captains. 

_ 
Qlwu/sb T 

3 Sygqigm hor 
w 

_€ 
dqucrm 

for This would sccm to indicate thrcc levels of head- 
P18m°_ pm C? an M9 cs Q1 Consmst Or mcn in ahierarchical system, although thc formal- 

l 

{msc m the §°uthW°°t‘ H6 mtwd, fmmely On 
ity of this organization was doubtless considerably 

At hearsay rcgardmg peoples, writing that he less than the priest imagined K 

had heard that they lived m rzmchertas. but had 
g 

recently learned that they lived in pueblos, there In thc prehistoric Southwest the cultural sequence 

; 

being tmc such village with fifteen plazas about on the C<>\¤r¤d<> Plateau and the upp<¢rRi<> Grandc 

cightccn leagues Hom his capital (Hammond and dmm3g€ began with humcr and gathefcr WOPIGS 
m late glactal umcs, ftrst the PHICOIHCIIHHS who 

pluzzts must have been thc result 0f 21 badly man- humeq large game ammals f°H°VY€d by thc 

glcd tremslatitm, probably from 21 pueblo language Afchmc folk who placed mmc Crfiphasls On the 

through an intermediate language to Spanish of a Otlplarm am; by_ axiom 1800 BC laéidlbcgun 
description of an Apache band with several 

rc lgmc 
an (m§u;ur€` giowglg 

ui; 
more 

aln 

|Z` 
. . , 

` ` 
1'1 OH CU · 

The rather densely settled rcgmn 0n 
lémlzc an Squas ncrwbmg izpcn 

uvatcd plants lcd to fully agucultural SOCl€tl€S 
thc upper Sam Juan known as the Dmctah IS the . . , , 

digtcmce is mu .U 
called m Navajo Anaaszm. These peoples were 0*11 J c 1 . . 

~ 
L y L q y 

ancestral, m part to the modem Pueblo trxbcs. 
Qi, 

C}`f`()I`,V . .
_ 

These were much more sedentary societies who 

the 1620s Bcnavidtgs (1945; 1996) pygyjdgs 
gatiwfedtn €0mmt;1;itt1csncarlanct$l$>cst|§u;tc(c§ti;>r 

names for five Apache populations. uniting the griwng cmpsmm mg Compactw agmo 8 O L 

Plains Apaches under the name Vaqueros. but 
dm hmm mabonw 

mcntitming for thc Southwest the Pcrrillo '[`hclold archaic mbways dcclincdl 
Avavhw- thc NMJO Apaches dm from rather simple mhaconggmt sites 

dc HHYUCS at least 3 fcyy pcoplc jjjay \\,`cH hgyc CQU- 

|_ 
ttttittmtely to be place nzuncs.8 Thcsc might cquatc {inucd pl~j_mm·{]y {O hum and gather, perhaps 

Nicscztlcms wr Faratmcs. Chiriczthuas. exchangingthcpmductsofthc}tintct‘}et1tdsTbt‘Thc 

"·—»»n:tjt`»< .;t¥tL{()Htjl`t_tl\Lll}JtltT{}'lC Jie;1z·il1;1s. \\ithth¢ tntjnm »p¢ci;tli;ed pmttttcts of thc Ullatgcrs 

“· t: ltuttpptl ns tlistittct wcietics tw 

NNO28215
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i 

*.2 wilt ll it wt —.;ta
· 

·ii‘=(;t it 
|if - 

merely followed family traditions might be debated If this scenario is correct, could the original nuclei;| 
Y| 

|· 
and local geographic and ecological factors may us be said to be "Navajo," although clearly not| j 

well have conditioned different solutions to this sit- ‘%\pache de Navajo," or must it be thought of ing|
° 

|gs 

uatron. It is entirely possible that in some areas some other way? In other words, when were 

divergent trends in populations large enough to sup- Navajos? 4 

port two ongoing traditions led to separations suili- 
A 

|yl 

, 
ciently great that where one people had once exist- Wc have “° ccmm Way m dats the arrival 

two diese distinguished by dict, dress and ids0l_ 
Athabaskan languages in the Southwest. The| |. 

ogy Small pepuistiens seemingly len behind by 
Navajo explanation of the many ruins in their coun-`“ 

those gathering in the villages would be going their try is that thcsc
. 

$ own way on a different trajectory. wm Wm? d°Sl1'°Y°d b|l*l°$· L| 

i 

Th|th the ij.|

` 

and may not be suf- 

ficiently amenableto tes g to qualify` as a hypoth- A few people survived to join Navajo society. 
of prob- Thosesurtvivors 

_’ 
1'Ilig_l}t represent the hypothesized 

_ 

‘ 

abihty t1tcan1|ed. Our knowledge of Archaig|rs, strag- 
ithe prehistoric past is growing steadily and the glers as more of their compatriots reached the sur-w|t| 

idegree of detail that would enable us to verify or viving centers of Puebloan culture along the Rio _;|
1 

gfalsify what seems idle speculation may not be as Grande and westward through Acoma, Zuni and .»V~;~ 
|·| 

ilong in coming as we might suppose. Hopi. |is 
|T 

Navajo traditions tell of small populations existing As the villagers withdrew from all of the San Juan 
· 

r| 

on thefringesio`lY “|ty, usu- drainage and ultimately much of the Little Colorado i|j, 

p 

} 

ally peoples who excelled in the hunt, whose eth- as well, a great deal of land lay unoccupied and |i
s 

i 
nicity is vague, but thought of as in some manner open to settlement by 1300. While we lack well Qfg| 

ancestral to the Navajos of today. It is entirely pos- dated sites in the San Juan cormtry during the four- 

siblethat some sueh gr;orsiib_siion-A_th|pea1<- teenth century, perhaps maize pollen in soils |1 

ingsiiyas thelnuclleus that 
deve“loped~irrtoi_@;i` nodem formed during this time indicates that the land was |i|i 

{ 

Na@&Nationil— |isis§Q,Q,l§iiy;ii”_oiifar;iy_a_P’ is a not completely vacant (Hall 1977: 1606). |if 

z misnomer.
Q

N
· 

Here again, resortsgg_N_gyiaj_q_t_r_ad_inon informs us of 
time. Small side-notc ei 

'- 
|g 

a ehange inNgr_n_gi__ 1age__|_|_the 
NavzijVo~p“a§tTMTvv`o peo- anguia_LLr_<L¤_lie|ance of 

ples_,jo_iii_e_d, spe@, ng,di1fere~irHyYWT'w”o headmen are any Llilgly |r·ation, the adaptive if| 

said to have, over an extended period, selected the advantages of these simple projectile points having 

"best" words from the two languages. Most of the is led to their spre| a ¤ • • 1 ; |ou .es { 
•· · 

‘ 
i- 3;| »| 

_ 
words selected were from the introduced language f ciency oi;_th_e_ |ri|' na |vonlea fo wasrefined.9 |t .

_ 

and that is what present-day Navajo most resembles By .m|orcupine fi| |is 

(Matthews 1994:143; Zolbrod 1984:301). The pro- quill_dg_e| buckskin were known |j|_i

Y 

cess, as described is not one that could succeed any as far south as Utah and a much simplified form of E 

more than has the Spanish Academy in regularizing snowshoe had appeared at Mesa Verde (Aikens it 

the Spanish language, but the story satisfies a 1970; Steward 1937). A long tradition of sandals as 

Navajo need to explain something that perhaps took footwear among the Puebloans continued almost |5 ,| 

place more subtly and naturally. into historic times,l° but moccasins seem to have 
|i|. 
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been in general use by the time of contact accord- One pcculiarity of Navajo clan origin accounts is 

ingm dcseripti0nsf1·0n1thc first Spanish explorers. resolved if this process is correct. regardless of 4 

|i 
Kjyg murals indicate the use 0f the d0ub1e—curvcd type ofunifyiug that took place, The eznliesr elans 

sinew-back bow during Pueblo IV times, probably that we encounter at and around Mrhc- Place of
I 

beginning in the 14005 (Baldwin 1997; Hammond Emergence are described in distinctly un- 

emd Rey 1966: Hibbcn 1975; McGregor 1965;: Athabaskan terms. They wore primitive clothing 

Smith l952).U We cannot plot the movement of of untrimmcd deer skins and woven juniper bark. 

people in relation to the diffusion of traits with any along with sandals on their feet, had simple bows 
`° 

precision. but the northcrners clearly came closer as and reed arrows, seldom managed t0 kill big game 

thc centuries progressed. but subsistcd largely on rats, porcupincs, ducks. 

, 
fish, snakes and seeds. Com appears incongru- 

_ 

The Athabaskan expansion is thought to have been ously; farming skills were limited. Pitched water 

initiated bY t“Y9emaSSiV€ Volcanic eruptions in thc baskets and pottery were introduced during this 

’ 
X 

Saint Elias Range in the Alaskan panhandlc. It has period (Matthews 1994; Zolbrod 1984). 

i 

L 

been suggested that the first of these. about A.D. 

impetus {Oy the intrusion Of Well along in thc story the speakers ofthe new lan- 

r 

h 
` 

Athabaskans mm westem washington, Oregon guage appear- They are described as dressed in 

and California, while me second, about A.D. 200, well made, tailored Skin clmhing and wcaring 

initiated the migrations that ended with the m0€€¤$i¤$ and as b€i¤B Emat hunters using 

Apachg adyancg (Ives 2003; vvmkmzm 1978) backed bows. Although they are also said to bc 

h superior cultivators of thc soil, it seems possible 

In both UIC VVBSI COZIST 31'ld the S0uthwcst—P1ains that 3 na“·a{0y ggt Sgmgwhgt gayyigd away in 

migf€ltiOI'lS, {116 €Xp3HSiOH of OCCL1p€iTiO]'l I`€SU1{€d describing Cgntyibutigng 

in differentiation into local bands and ultimately 

mb€S_ Adaptation to new Environments was This process of merging or incorporation should 

responsible for cultural changes that were associ- 
have had more fawcaching Culmml Consequences 

ated with the economic base and material culture. 
than mem envimnmamal adaptation- Conmcting 

Whilc thesé d€V·€[OPm€ntS inevitably also mHu_ 
cultural values would have to bc resolved and dif- 

cnccd aspects of nonmatcrial culture such as reli- 
fering Origin Stories a°°Omm0datcd· Om] 

gm] and Social Structure, the processes were tradition has, as noted above, at least two versions 

doubtless more evolutionary than revolutionary. 
of the demise Of an earlier p°p“lati°n‘ It MSO 

includes two sets of clan origin accounts, one that 

Another process could have a more pervasive cul- emphasizes g migration from the Pacific coast. the
h 

tural effect. This is the incorporation of peoples other an emergence in the mountains of Colorado 

native to the new countries. This incorporation with a gathering of clams on the upper San Juan E 

may or may not lxavc been peaceful, aqucstion that - River. Various narrators combine thc two in dif- 

is not easy to handle for more reasons than can be ferent ways, usually placing the stories validating 

considered here. In some instances. the process 
mr 

cst ceremonial procedures into a subsequent 

may have been reversed and the immigrants were period. Incongruitics exist in these sequences. just 

absorbed into resident societies, while a simple as they do inthe Judeo-Christian sacred literature. 

merging of two peoples can hc postulated as a but the very complexity of the narratives and the 

third alternutixe. faith of most adherents of hmh traditions ensure 

N NO2821 7
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. 
t 

|t 

ii pr| _t_io__ longer fully tors’ society. The scenario presented indicates ii"| . 

comige_h_e __n_ded. greater historicity than usually accorded Navajo
I

` 

_ _ _ 
tradition and suggests solutions to some of the 

aaa hea-a-acaa¤ha¤-Name-seneems a mm miiimg passages. 
· 

iigtilg pot (Brugge 2003). Clan traditions and 

i. 
historical archives document the process in post- fg| 

|i 

i 

. contact times, while the sacred stories from the AQKNOWLEDQEMENTS »| » 

distant past indicate that the process began at an j 

i’s‘i even earlier date. We may not be able to distin- _ _ _ _ _ 

guishjust when mcorpomtisn Ofdivs1.gsmp0pu1s_ This paper has benefited from discussions with 

it 

tions began not just who was those involved, but David H: Snow, but he has also commented on the 

2 reality of the pmssss cannot bs doubted, s tm_ 
manuscript, but shares no blame whatever for my 

dition at times noble when refugees from disaster 
sp€°ulat1°nS‘ _Laur°n Rlinberi has dmc the typing

1 

or oppression Wsrs accepted, vst lsss s O when ssp_ forlme. The final result is entirely my own respon- |gs 
|V 

tives taken in war were integrated into their cap- 
Slblhty 

i 

V| 

EN DN OTES ii| 

. l 

l. It has now been more than 150 years since this relation- ted to older clans if a close relationship should develop.
( 

’ 

ship was first recognized (Goddard 1996:294). It also should be noted that a clan might split into two
l 

related clans. See Zolbrod (1984) for examples. 

2. See the memorials by Fray Alonso de Benavides (1945, tl|

|

g 

1996) for an early description of the Apaches. Spain at 6. See, for example Correll (1979:139) where at the termi— 
`i 

*| 
li

| 

this time had reached an even greater level of complex- nation of the negotiations for the final treaty between 

ity, that of an empire based on the conquest of foreign the United States and the Navajo Tribe, Manuelito asked
|

. 

territory. Spain claimed sovereignty over the lands that two more members be added to the council of ten 

occupied by the Apachean peoples, but exercised no that the federal delegation had formed, making twelve ~*| 

effective control over them. who approved the treaty on behalf of the Navajos. A 
few more names appear after those who composed the

’ 

3- These usages are derived hem Spanish wrinngs in New coimcil Wim iiompiiiimiimi oftheirstatus,butatwelve- t| 

Mcnice- Leeal usage en the New Mexican frenner may member ciimieii enmity ima sigiiirimmm rm me ruau|’ , 

not correspond precisely with usages in other parts of Navajog 

the Spanish empire. . 

7. For archaeological evidence of the dense settlement pat- 55|
a 

4· The numbers ef Apache nibal and band names that tem me me oiiiaiiii, me Wilhusen et at (2000) and 
appear in published sources gives some idea ofthe mag- Dykcmim (g()()3)_ Note aim that Oiitttt at this time gist, . 

nhuee ef this emblem- Navarre Garcia (1964) has 15, claimed mai me vaqiiems lived iii ii pueblo (nammimd 
Moorehead (1968) includes 16, John (1975) notes 24, and Rey i953;435)_ 

`| 

all names that I can recognize in the index of each book.
I 

Inclusive names (i.e., Apache, Querecho) were not 8. Perrillo, "Little Dog," was the name of a spring. Gila, of |it 1

_ 

counted. Many of the groups named met their demise unlmown derivation, exists only as the name of a region |{ 

during the Comanche advance down the High Plains and a river. Navajo is derived from aTewa place name. 

long before any detailed descriptions were written. Quinia appears to be Hispanicized from Navajo 

kin’ii’ahi, "Standing House" or a similar term in a QT| 

5. Immigrant groups and captives, among the Navajos, ciosciy mlatgd iatigtmgg
» 

sometimes founded new clans, but might also be admit- Qf|
e 
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|f 9_ Thg papers in Schlesier (1994) together provide a good 11.Additional kiva mural items of probably Apachean 
description of the spread of these projectile point forms. influence include large body shields, “heart-line" in ani-

i 

e| 
_ _ 

mal depictions, mountain lion-skin quivers, four-point- 

io, Sandals have been found m archaeological contexts sug- ed Sm motif (Baldwin 1997) and hide rattles 
gesiing ¤S€ bY Navalos (Hester ]962)· neously identified as gourd rattles in Dutton (1963), 
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