




4 NAVAJO INDIAN R14>SKRVATION. 

For sinking :rrtesi:ln wells and constructin:: irrigating ditcl~es, d i i t ~ q  and re~er\.oi~crr: 
the N:iv:!jo Intli:~n lteserv;~tinn, iu New \lvx ico :u~d Arizona, $50,000. And Secn . :~~  
of War shall detail a, uw~petent  officer from the Engineer Corps of the Arnq to y'h 
and superintend such work, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior. 

The reservation estd~lisl~etl  for these 1ndi:~ns iu tbe north~~.estern pirt  of said Tcm- 
tory hy the treaty oC IdCi8, and whicll has lwen extended by Esecutive order ints tbt 
Territories of Arizona and Utah, is hut poorly adapted to their w;~uts. 

T11e followiug graphic description of the reservation is take11 from the :tunnal rr* 
of Ageut Bowman for 1884. He says: 

"This reservation is. about n ~ y  ideal of :i desert; ~ l t h ~ l l g h  very large, it mi* 
havebeen much larger without covering any 1:1nd of n ~ u c h  value. I t  is n~erelg ;I s p a  
on the ]nap of so lnauy degrees anti p:~rallels. Three-fourths of i t  is  ahont as va luss  
for stock grazing as that ~ n i ~ n y  iwes  of de:w sky. A.q there are no rnnning strmm* il 
Wn only be irrigated with buckets. Ne:~rl,y d l  the w ~ t e r  is bad-;ilkdi. The vallq 
are composed ut'stind J'or~ued by wash nud erosiou; no soil worthy of the naole. 

"Al~out three-foorthsof the entire tract is covered by roekand barren ntesau. \\.bar 
spring; of water doexist the water has usndly found a ch:un~el through the debrii o o d r  
the surfkce and is lost there." 

The N:~v;ljos are emeutially a p d o r d  people. 'I'lleg own ~qnvards of oue n d k  
sheep :~nd  goats, ul~out an eqoul numl~er of e x h .  Allhough of a very inferior p& 
they afford then1 their chief meaos of sul~sistence aud u large share of their clothig 
They :~lso own large bands of horses, h e  aggregate number of which cannot be less 1- 
35,000 or 40,000. 

This i~nn~ense  qnantity of stock requires :I large range ofplrstumge. and as the re% 

vation is so generally harren, nearly oue-half of the tribe, or a t  the least c.?lcnbtir 
8,000, live outside the rcservation lirnits. This privilege they clninl 'as :L right g w ~ .  
teed to them by the t.reaty of 1868 (St:~t.. 15, p. %7), which provides (,\st, I S )  bl. 
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v '.. 4 snilecl t h i s  w:lrlike propcwsities and clesigus. Thcir history sl~ows that  t11e.y 
L !- 1111 less 111:111 seven t ~ b t i r n  with the (;ovsm~nent prior to their snl!jogatiou, six of 
r.. !I they 11rol;c I)efbrr: the Smatc conltl take ;rciiou on the question of their rutiti~rtiou. 

.\!lvr their a111t nre t11e.v were for :t tinie held 11s prisoners 01' u7iir on a reservation in 
&! r.~stvru part of the Territory, New Mexico. 

Fiu;tllg tlw trc;~ly of 1668 was ruatle, :mtl they were renlo\ecl to their present t.~:sw\.a- 
2.1 The I a t t ~ ~  treaty. i t  :lpl)e:trs, t h y  llavc Iititl~li~lly l i q r t , .  'I'his is Iruc. : ~ t  Inrst as 
*=.lnls tleportn~el~l. 'I'll3y 11:tve I w u  extretuely clniet :ind pc:rceal~le, devoting tlrcnt- 
Y':* i11tl~s1ri0n~ly to sl1w11-c~ising and to agriculture to stwh extent as the limited re- 
v:!tu.i of the c:ountry not~lt l  :~dn~ i t .  

Tilr>- h:tv,: 11wn t.l~oronghly loy:tl, h:~ve oc.c&oncil hut little if any tmuble to the 
'Awnn~eut, 'n~~I 11:tve Iwru no great hunlcu to  t t ~ c  caonntr,y fin:inci:tlly. 

Ii they bate tliiled in any rcspcct i t  is in that  they have not all gone upon t l~ei r  res- 
mrt~ot~ :lud ride i t  their per~n:tnent home. The ousnitahle c:baracter ol' bheir resorva- 
3-41 prrhaps :~tfords son~e reasonal)le excuse for this, :111tl 11c.sitles nlany of the 3':~vqjos 
r!? reside outsitle the reservation iituits were not brought in by the 1ni1it:ory wllen 
Qtrihe was placed on the Hosque Itodoudo 1Leserv:ltmn iu the e:~skru part of the Ter- 
"fir?. Nevertlreless they have always been regarded a~ 11r:rving been parties to and 
k ~ ~ d e n  by the treaty. 

.\!though the Navajos were reduced to pauperisn~ hy the tlis;mtrous wars which pre- 
dtl the trcnty ol' 1868, they 11:~ve n~ore  than reg:~inrtl their former prosperity :IS the 
m!t of their own iutlust,ry. They are Jar more intelligent t l ~ a n  m y  of the  aeigl~bor- 
mr tribes. and with a fkir cha'nce there is no reason why they should not in time 1)econle 
Wiul citizens. 

The nou-reserr:~tion Jntlians are those with whonl WD are uow most concerned. As 
belleen st:itecl, they nnnll)c!r :d~ont eight tl~onsand. 

In his last i ~ n n n ~ l  report Agelit I IowuI :~ ,  tipeiikiug of these people, says: 
"Tliese Iucliaus 11ave :~lways exercised the right which they believe w.w given them 

C! the tern~s of their treaty-tlnt is, to go and live wherever they choose. I believe 
bl one-1181f'of this triho a t  least hahituslly live out.-ide of' their re$ervation lines, some 
s6rm 200 lr~iles ontside, aud they :ore o o ~ ~ s h u ~ t l y  con~ing mt l  going. While thisgives 
&I the ~dvai1t:tge of co~npet~ition iu selling their wool, i t  llas a bad ell'ect up011 them 
ammy wa,ys; girw the111 opportunity for indillgin:: in rnany vices, cspectiully gii~nl)ling 
& pr~wnring whisky. The cl;ws of pwple with whom they come in cont:ict oulsidc, 
3w:tIIy ou the eastern side of the reservation, arc, as :L rule, not very moral, m:iny of 
Je Zleuicm~s living there luaking :I living h.ygmnl)ling with the Nawjos and 11y fur- 
mr511:: t l ~ e n ~  whisky. 

1'111. I I ~ I I - I ~ ~ I I ~ ~ I I C I I I ~ I I ~  01' thew 111(1i:ws to t,l~cir r~wrv :~ t ion  will son11 lw h11e ~ I I I I I ~ I I ~ ~ : I I I ~  
*;:-.d'tl~is \t.cliun, ; L I I ~  one wit11 wllich your ottice I I I I I ~ L  (Ici11. TIw country i t rou~~d  
Iw-• i.: I k t  Iwin:: set tletl np with whites-wrnest tn(311, 1nos1. 01. w11on1 do not I)clicv~ tll:lt 
a ! Y ~ : I  h:19 :illy I J ~ I S ~ I I ~ ~ S S  olr Itis reser'atic~~~; ~nen  who luve I I O  grcit  love 1br ~ I I U I I I  : ~ y -  
r .  I I i l l  I i ~ t l i n ~ l  ~ I I I I : ~  t e ~  S : I I  s i l i t l t  e in I I .  I t  is 
T:--i\~lc tl~csc It~tli:~.ils to u~ltlerst:~ntl our 1:intl I:t\vs or the: systen~ of pul)lic >trrvc.ys, 
1.-8!!;1rtler . s t i l l  I~rr t l ~ o t ~ ~  toc.o~rll~ly with the t . c c ~ n i n ~ ~ ~ r c ~ ~ L s o f t l ~ e  I~o~nt:ste:ltl I:Iw. It is 
1r.1. , , f l l ~ r . i r  I I I I : I I .~ .OI I I I~ ;~ I~ I~  customs to live : ~ t  great c!ist:~ucc.s tioni w:tter, :~nd  t l ~ t  wl~i te  
r .;':.mt is .it~ltlonr willing lo co~~cctla that Ll~e O I : ~ . I I ~ I : I I I ~ J .  of:i I)rosl~ slwllcr ;L  r rile orso 

. :I dwilxl~lt~ sl~ring, avc.tl if '  t I I P  11di:~n O C C I I I W U ~  drivw I~issl~(:cl~ Illere ~ l : ~ i l ?  to \\.:lt~r, 
r --liI111 the ~ . x ~ ~ l u - i ~ c .  ~.i; 'l~t. 1.0 it. TIIC p~.t:wnt ~ ~ : I I ( . V ; I ~ ~ I I I I  01' h':b\:!j113, in 111y o l~ i t~ io t~ ,  

::tqt 111w\t. titt~clt Ilc-nvlil, l'ru111 1.111: I1w14icc:11l. ;II.I. 811' ('OII:IY=.S 1 1 ; t l t ~ I  . I I I I ~  I ,  I,W I, :111(1 
:..c I li~r 1111.i1. I I I . I I I * I ~ I .  ' ~ ' I I I ! ~  :@!I! too ig~os:~nl  11)  c ~ o t ~ ~ p r e l ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ l  l,ll<! rc t ju iwn~c~~ts .  ( ;VII-  

.'.'... 1- 01' no~~~ i~c l i c  : L I I W S ~ O I S  11:1ve given the111 II:I~III.(:S too n~ls l :~I~le  10 evet, c.~.c.c . t  I I I : ~ I I ~  
11 .. .-- t h t  1) i l l  he s u I ~ ~ ~ t : b ~ l l i : ~ ~  ~ I I O U Z ~ I  to withst:~nd thc I Y I I I ~ ~ O I I S  :ti t d w  01' tl11.11. white 
-?:.ti!~:s l i~r  vlwice tr;~ct,sol'tl~e ]~ut)lie tionl:~in. k:spt~ci:~lly u iil this I)(: tllr* c.;~st. wl~en 
.',., :i!lvnq~t to 111:tke sctllc~nenls a t  gre:~t tlist;~l~ces liwn the l~ody ol' t l ~ c  t ril~c,, \\ 11c:l.e 
:,..: i l l  l i ~4  the senro ol' iwl:tt,iot~ t i :~turd to :ill who lin~l t , I~ct l~ i~lves  :1111011~ :I str:t~tge 

. 1 i t  s r : e  I : L I : ?  I I I S ~ O I I S ,  : I  i t  I l i i ' r e ~ t  i n t e s t s  A tlvsirc. to get 
LA , wmq tlwir I I ~ I I  ] ) o~q~ le  will soon ovsrcomc :tIl otl~or.i. 

! .W;II. :IKO I tlitl 11ot Iwlievo t11:~t d l  ot' this trilw could s ~ ~ i ~ s i s t .  r n i t l ~ i ~ ~  tht* lines of 
! rp-err:ttion: I V W  I Iwli~.vc t,lley c:onItl. I t  is trnc:t.l~:bt it is very dry : I ~ I G I  I~:trrr.n, I ~ u t  
n ":; rrqwct it c1ot:s not (lill'er J'ron~ the:t~l,joininf eonntrg. I 11:tve ri~ltl(~n l i~ r  (1;1ys over 
: : t i  ~ ~ I I I I I  s i n g  I 111li:~n. Should it I~ecoure nccess:ivy for then1 to  live 

5%. :'! ithill tlw rcscr\;ttion, they would h:l\.e to in~prove : I I I ~  stor? tl~t: \v:~tc'r \vI~crever 
t p.wticnl)le to do so, :i~ld to reclncc the nnnrbrr and in~l~rove 111~ (111:llitg of t l~e i r  
@.,; '. 
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Here are eight tl~onsnnd Indians liriug on the  public clomniu for the  rnost part with- 
ant  :tny fixed 11nbit:~tion aud with no title to the I:~utls over which tlwy roam ;mcl feed 
their :~l~ru~il: tr~t  titock. They have occupied the couutr.y for m:cny years :tnd beljeve they 
ha \ e  rights in the soil. 

The \\ hites arc h s t  settling around tlrem and in their midst, disputing their occupnncy 
of the country iuch by iuch. '. The relations between them are I)&omiug Inore and Inore 
@trained, and remedial action is imperatively demanded. Whether t,he lntlians could be 
induced to go upon their reserwtiou is a quest~ion. Iudeed it is donbtt'ul if they could 
subsist their immeuse flocks on the barren wastes of the reserve. If the number were 
reduced and the grade i~uproved no doubt the reservation would afford abundant past- 
urage fbr all the animals they would require. 

To do this they would require some msi~tance, and the change woula n&essarilg be 
g r d u a l  and require considerable time. Perhaps i t  would be the best thing in the end, 
however, if i t  could be brought about. 

It would be a difficult matter where there are so many to give them homesteads nuder 
the  recent act of Congress providing for Indian homesteads, and their agent says they 
are not sufficiently advanced in point of intelligence to con~prehend or comply with the - 
requirements of the law. 

The estimated area of the Navajo Reservation is 8,159,360 acres, or 12,749 square 
miles, larger than the State of 1II:wyland. 

I think it is  very doubtful if the entire reservation has ever been explored by any 
officer of the department, and i t  is not unlikely that  its facilities are greater than has 
heretofore been supposed. 

SANTA Fd, N. MEX., April 27, 18%. 
Hon. JOILX 1). C. ATKINS, 

Co~nnhsioner  of Indian Ag'aire, Jl'ashiagton, D. C. : 
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do unless yon tell thom to  go ahead ant1 p t  in their crops and fix their ditches. I 
t ry  to do my best for the people. I said uothiuji s t  the Fort Detiaucc- courtcil. 1 
want you to make tl~enn y n p l e  h a p p ~  by g i r i : : ~  the-: this !:;;id, . ~ i l i :  ao tireg will spc.nk 
well of you when yo11 go away. These people waut to do right aud the  best they 
can. We w111 bnild good houses here; we have already built some." 

At, a public inpotin:: of white set,tless 11eld a t  the Olio 11ont,-oflicescl~o~~l-lronne, uort,h 
of the S:tn J u : ~  River, March 5, IMi,  the li~llowiug pn)c:eeclings were Itad: 

W. P. Heudrickson, a wttler, white, n]wl the ~ o u t , h  side of t,lw S:bn .III:LII ILiver, said 
he was a u x i o ~ ~ s  to preserve the pracr, I I I I ~  that, the ~c.ttl~.rn 11:~tl  con~ l~ l io~ l  with 
the  laws in regart1 t,o set,t.len~ant of 1;wcla nntlor Iron~ent,esil, pro-entptiou, tirnl~er-cult- 
ure, slid clesert :icts. '' We do not desire to q11:~rr~I  wit11 the I n d i : ~ ~ ~ n  or : I I I ~ I J O ~ ~  else. 
We have situply obeyed thtr 1n11d laws. We have no content with thu Illdi:h~n. We 
have made our tilings and Ronw h:hve  o roved up. We are ready to contest our cases 
-in the Land O6ce. I canuot, tell how ulalry ~ r t t l e r s  there are over tlhe river. There 
are perhaps 20 or 2.5 settlers, possil~ly 40, on the ntrip 16 wiles long. Every avaihblo 
quarter-section has been taken. I have been there bnt a few days. But few white 
men ha re  builc anything in the s11:tpe of houses. Practically t , h e ~  have built 110 

bousm. They bave put ill sorue work in cleariug land and ~uakiug fehoes aucl getting 
reacly for crops. The whites have paid no regxrtl to Iudiau houses built on clllarter 
sections of laud. Abont a dozen white rneu have bnilt houses :~ud  at,t,eu~pted to live 
ou the other side of the river. I know of 4 or 5 who now l i re  on the other side, but 
there may be more. Sorue parties have built houses aud have not lived in them on 
aceonnt of sunoyance from Indians." 

Judge Wehster, a resident of the nort,l~ side of the river, wyn: 
"Sonte white settlers have had their livtls tlrreater~ecl by Iudiiins if t,hey a,tt,empted 

t o  live on the  south side. As .a ge11era1 thiug t,he threats were general, not specific- 
agaiust all white meu. I might name one or two 'ases of specific threats, but (lo not 
deem i t  advisable. I have heardgoocl judges of l:tnd fronl Colorado say that  a quar- 
ter-section of the land ou the south sicle was wortl1$1,000 beforeablow was struck on 
it. Six or seven years ago I paid )a00 cash for a naked quarter-section, and I t.hink 
t b e  1ancl.o~ this is worth four or five t i u~es  rn much now. The trac* I paid $500 for 
i s  on the nort,h sicle. I think the nuimproved lu.nd on the nout.11 side as valuable as on 
t h e  north side? ; of course there is poor la1111 OII both siclas. 

" 1 thiuk thrre are abont twenty good q11art.t:r-sectio11~ of h n d  011 the river bot- 
tom on the ~ortt,lt sidt, in the 15-mile st,rip; but t.l~er(: in good I I I B H ~  lands fartltur b:~ck, 
though it wonld I I~ .  difficult alrd e x l w ~ ~ s i r e  to get. water upou thesunless landtj-every 
foot of 1:wd on the r i \er  bottoru OIL I~otlr si~les of the river. 

I '  Itldi:~ns 11:1rc Iwilt a good 111a11y IIOIIWS 011 the ntltt:r ~ i d e  OII the lwt,tou~, H I I ~ I I  
~ O I I S C H  :la they I I ~ V I -  Ijnilt ill otilwr J I : I L . ~ S  of thv r(:serv:~tion. 'l711:y II:LVC rcp:~irwl ; I I I ~  

extended Houw clitcltes 11rgur1 : ~ u d  I I I : I ~ ~ O  1)s white svttlrr* six or sevm ywrs   go. 
They hsvr built line log Irrwsv t h t  1 Ir~low 111; b ~ ~ t  t.lltrr~:  nag 1~ crt~e or t w o  IIIIIII.. 
T11c.y (1c.cnl11 two of t,lw old mt tlrrs' li~mses t,l~:r,t they ~lidn't Imru I ~ O I V I I .  If tho hr111 
ou tho sonth side \\-er(. ooc~~l)i~:tl ~~xc.l~~-iivvI.v 11). whilw 1 (10 I I O ~  l l ~ i u k  tlwrt: I V O I I I ~  
Iw ; I , I I ~  t roul~lc \\-it,h t11v 1ncli:nrs oou~i~kg ~ I I W I I  to \v:rt.l.r with their her~ls  : L I I I ~  1111~1:s. 
The 111din11q 11:ive I I W U  ~ I I V O I I ~ : I ~ ~ ~  by A ~ I L I I ~  l~o\vr~~:in :tud othw :igtwts to lwli~~vv 
that it' t111:y h c l  111:rtlc. any iwprorcnrcnts or. s~%t,tlrnr~wt,s trlr  this ~ ~ ) u t l ~ - s i ~ l c  l~ottorn, 
that thtky 11:1tl :~cquir{.tl rights 1,o the soil wl~it:l~ C O I I I I I  I I O ~  1 ~ 1 ?  t:~kclr l 'so~t~ 11re111. Tl~i i  
h :~s  I I I : L ~ B  t,lw tro.111le. If' tlw 1wli:i11s \ve1.1' oncv given to uutlerst,:mil t l i :~t  they 11:d 
no rixllts t h ~ w  :cntl I I I I I S ~ .  I(.:L\v~, t h s y  \r011111 : I , v ( ~ I I ~ w ( ' ( : .  

Siuw t h i ~  slril) \\-:IS t,:11w11 off thv rw?rv;~t~itur t,lw linti 1 1 : ~  11ew rnn : L I I ~  II~:L~I:vII 
1)). ( ~ O V V ~ I I I I W I I ~  s~~~~v t~yors , : rud  tlw I I I I ~ ~ : L I I S  I < I I O W  Ilw 1i11t. .  : I I I I ~  if I I I C ? ~  \v:)sc givt-11 1 1 9  
n ~ ~ d ~ ~ r s t : t n d  t h t ,  t h y  I I : ~  I I O  right on this si(!v I11:tt Iirre, t11wv W I ~ I I I ,  1 tlti~rk, III.  I I O  

f~~rt , l l t ,r  trn11I11c." 
LI I : I~ I I~s  M. ' I 'o~~l i i~~wn,  W I I O  II:IS t:11w11 :i v1xi111 (111 t l ~ e  w11t11 sitlv, of I : I I I ~  ow1111itvl 

by n S I I I I ~ : I I I ~ ~ : I I  I I I I ~ ~ : I I I  log I I O I I S I ~ ~  s:~ill :IN l i ) l l~~w%:  
I '  1111li;r~il~ :1r1. 11it&w:11t f i w ~ ~  wl~itt .~.  Tl~vy I I ~ I I Y ~  I I I I I ~ P S S ( : I I I ~  ~ l i ~ t i ~ ~ v t ~ l y .  I tile11 I I I P  

c.l:ti~~r u w r l , ~  ;I yr:cr  go. I 1~11tgl1t O I I ~ ,  $1, ~ I ~ : I I I  1v11<) II:III Iilwl I I I I  i t  ;L ytmv : I ~ O  1:l.t 
0ct11b1.1.. 1 11:1itI hi111 snmvwIr(~rc I I ( ~ ~ \ V W I I  $15 :IIUI 525 ~ I ~ I I I : I I x  f~bs his i~~ t twl s t .  Th,. 
l l~g  I ~ O I I W  w:w 1111 I I I ~  t>l:1i111 11i11c I I I O I I ~ I I *  : I ~ I I  W I I ~ I I  1 firs1 I ~ I I I ! ~  : I IMII I~ )  1,111) (:1;ti111. '1.0 
111y 1~11owI1dge 110 1utli:111 II:IS o w ~ ~ p i d  t11:tt I I O I I N ~ ,  Ittit t11t.y 111ight II:&W, slqbt, ~ I I C I V .  
Tlwy also Itat1 ~ I ~ I I S ~ ~ I I O I I I  x ~ o o d ~  tl~ere. Weco11111 11:ivt: II:L~I fifty rue11 l~tm!, I ~ I I I .  tli11 I I O ~  

t h i l~k  it I I ~ I X S S ~ I ~ ) .  1.0 11:ive 11101~(?." 
h. 1'. Nel~tlrickron, w l ~ o  has t i l d  on  n ~ l ~ ~ : ~ r t ~ ~ r - r c ~ ~ ~ t i o ~ k  on tlw snr~th si~lv, qm1;1* :ci 

follO\vs : 
' I  I t  K:IR g en~w~l ly  11:1(1twitoo~I t l ~ : ~ t  t l ~ i s  I:IUII W:ISOIWII to ~ o ~ . t l c t ~ ~ ( ~ i ~ t .  TIIP I I I I ~ ~ : I I ! .  

I ~ v t .  11o1, clist~~rlwl III~!. I I I : I ~ V  :I 1lo11sc : I I I I ~  I I I ~  Iiiu~ily 1 1 ~ 1 ~ 6 .  1 11:1vv I W C I I  t l ~ , ~  
t,l~rec or t'1111r months. ' l h t  ~ ! i s ] ) ~ ~ t u  : L ~ O S C  I.ITHII 11 hit(: I I I ( V L  1111il1li11g :b ~ l i t c l ~  :LII , I  i 1 t 1 .  

provi~rg the lan~l .  I t  wns tlrc.11 ole:~r from 111tli:ru claiu~a. l'l~eu t,l~tt whito rcvttlt.~. 
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were removed through the  influedce of the agent. Albert White and Fowler Kimble 
built houses in 1879; also Mr. Tully and Pete Wimple and Mr. Gannon. These men were driven away by the agent. Therefore they were not intrudere. The trouble 
arose through the agent tryin t o  e t  the 1:tod away froln the whites. I do not blame the l n d i a u ~ ,  but  the agent. %he!ndi~us told me I could o n u  the land I am now upon. I think bu t  one house built by the whites now remainaEy 

Josenh Winton : 
"1 dled on a qnartor-section ou the south side in 1884. I have worked all winter with a team on my ditch. A cabin built by Gentton stood there;  also the  heed of a n  

old ditch started by Gannon. I shall ren~ain there till the Government moves me off. 
My ditch has cost me rising @300. Another man is  i n  w i t h ~ u e  on the ditah. Think the  
ditch will coat us about b300 apiece." 










