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S i r :  

The $loqui Reservat ion ,  3.n n o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a ,  has 
L - * 

t h e  Western aavajo Reservat ion  ES i t s  western ne i shbor ,  

the iiavajo Reservat ion a d  jo ins  i t  on the e a s t ;  the  1,eupp 

(Navajo) Reservst ion ~ O G ? % S  5 t  on the  sou thxes t  and t h e  

Bu t t e  c w n t r y ,  occupied by p u b l i c  clomain ';tavajo, l i e s  t o  

tne s ~ ~ u t h .  It has as a rea  of 3,363 square iniles and i s  

occupj.ed by 2,236 Eop i  Indians and 2,700 Y a v ~ t j ~ .  The 

agency i s  locs ted  a t  Keans Canyon, 85  mi les  f r o 3  the  n e w -  

e s t  town 011 the  ,Santa Fe Z a l l r a a d  and i t  i s  o!le of t h e  

most i s o l a t e d  of the Ind ian  Service  u n i t s , .  The super in ten-  

den t ,  Kr. Robert E.  L. b n i e l ,  has one of' the n o s t  ve rp lex-  

i n g  of Ind ian  p rob lens  on his hands. This i s  caused b y  tile 

presence,  wi th in  one r e s e r v z t i o n ,  of t ~ o  t r i b e s   hose nen.tal  

and phys ica l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and s o c i a l  and l n d ~ w t r i a l  

c o n d i t i m s  a r e  f a r  a p a r t .  The r e s u l t  5s the  relco.t.lons be- 

txeen  the  H o p i  and i4avajo a r c  a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  a  degree 

~ h i c h  inakes i t  1;npossible f o r  the  w p e r i n t e n d e n t  t o  ms.intaln 

law and order  ~ i t h o u t  zdequate po l i ce  - and this he has not, 

been given by the Depart:ne~it .  

I n  1892 an Executive O r d e r  s e t  a p a r t  2,472,320 

a c r e s  of land for  t h e  Yoqui Eeservati .on,  f o r  t h e  use and 
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occupancy of t h e  EopS. and such  o t h e r  Indians a s  the  

Sec re ta ry  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  ni,$~t d e s i g n a t e .  A t  t h a t  

t i r e  so:ne one with a r u l e r  drex on a  map a  pa ra l l e lograx ,  

s h i c h  rep resen te*  an a r e a ,  ap?roxi!mtelg,  75 by 55 miles  

f o r  a  r e s e r a s t i o n ,  ~ i t h o u t .  t h e  l e a s t  regard t o  topograph- 

i c a l  and ethriologLcal cocd i t ions ,  and mis-named i t  t h e  

" loqui t t  Keservat ion.  The Espi c a l l  tl:e;nselves t ' ~ o p i - t u h " ,  

o r  ' 'peaceful ones,"  The Navajo d e r i s i v e l y  n,cknarned them 

t t  - ..loc,ull' which, i n  t h e i r  lazguage rneans " d e a d  ones" and. 

t 9 l s  tsr ;n  of der fs ior .  v:a, o f f i ~ i ~ l l y  se lec ted  by t.he 

~ :~t :?or . I . tTes  t o  s e r v e  z c  t h e  name of a r e s e r v a t i m  s e t  

a p a r t  p r i n c i p l l y  f o r  t h e  Flop? IndS. ans .  

I t  i s  q i t e  ap7arent  t 3 a t  i n  13.32 the a l . ~ . t h o r i t i ~ &  

i n  ' i ' iashin~ton e i t h e r  viere i i e i l s ~ l y  ignoran t  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

i n  t h i s  country a t  t h a t  tine or were u t t e r l y  i n d i f f e r e n t  

t o  i t  and b~ ltiging out  t h e  r e s e r v s t i o n  witk a d e s k  r u l e r  

and an u t t e r  d i s r e g a r d  of t h e   elfa are of  t h e  Eopl. ,' t h s g  

l a i d  the  f o u n 2 h t i m s  f o r  t roub le  and s u f f e r i n g  v ~ h i c h  have 

developed a s i t u a t i m  t h a t  c a l l s  f o r  i.wilec'ic.te remedial  

a c t i o n  bjr the Tndfan Off:.-?. 

' i i l~ile a t  Keams Canyon a Eopi IncYian hancled me a  

carbon copy of z l e t t e r  which had been s e n t  t o  t h e  Con- 

m l s s i m e r  of Itid?. nn i - f fa i rs .  I t  p r e s e n t s  the s i tua t? lon  

f r m  the  s i d e  of' the  Eopi s o  well t h a t  I a m  p l a c i n g  it 

h e r e i n ,  The l e t t e r  r eads  a s  fo l lows :  
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t h e i r  s t o c ~  and run  then off  t o  o t h e r  rsrts of the coun t ry  

and s e l l  them and I f  a Eopi has h m s e s  runn ing  i n  t h e i r  

neighborhood t h e  : i , Ia~b j:, xi11 r o p e  t hen ,  use  them a l l  d a y  

t o  m u d  up t h e l r  mn s t o c k  and t u r n  them l o o s e ,  thus savLng 

t h ~ i r  omn h o r s e s .  

F9r y e a r s  this preven tab l e  situ..;t:.on h a s  c o n t i n u ~ d .  

11: 191: I was s s n t  by P r e s i d e n t  T s f t  t o  K~arns Canyon v : i t k ,  

t r oops  t o  er i force  s o w  r e p 1 a t i . m ~  3f' tk?e f . n d i a n  Of f i ce .  i 

then f m n d  t 3 e  I ! C ~ V E :  j o  encroach ing  on ?3pi  l and  and n l s t ~ e a t -  

i n z  t h s  't;':,pi I n d i a n s .  The a g e n t ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  was p iven  



t r a n c u i l l i t g  i s  r e s t o r e d ,  but t h e  ;:avajo, w h e ! ~  t r e a t e d  

x i t h  j u s t i c e ,  a re  n wel l  behaved peoy;le, There 5.s, haw- 

Lndiatx .  T5e agen t  i s  o n l y  1.illowc7, s u f f i c i e n t  s l t b s l s t ~ z c e  



incr>c C. his  hol2.ir1ss for t h e  Navajo fo l l ow  the b e s t  water.  

Thcn t he  ranee f x i l s  t o  supp ly  them with water  t i le  iu'bvajo 

..now t r ,  t h e  s e c t i o n s  u s u a l l y  g razed  by the Hopi, crowding 

t h m  u n t i l  they a r e  conpe l led  t o  ~ i t h d r a w  t o  a few a r c z s  

c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  nhr:re they can watch t h e i r  s t o c k  

~ n d  care  f o r  them. 
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Tkc hoae of the F ~ p i  i ~ d i a n s  j.s i n  a f ' lxed 

p l a c e  nr, h e  a o r k a  f r o n  t h a t  p o : n t  o n l y ,  whi le  the  

Navzjo i s  s a t i s f i e 6  t o  mks his  home anyxhere ths t ,  h i s  

h e r 2  m y  hhppen t o  bes t  f i n d  ~ ~ i a t e r  an6 gcod g r a z i n z .  - 

It Is  n c t  t o  be wondered  a t  t lmt  t h e  Eop i  I n d i a n s  a r e  

gro-ing nore an2 more 21sha i i r t~ i i fB a s ,  h e l p l e s s ,  t hey  

see th9f r n ~ l ~ c b o r s  c r o w d i n g  t h e 3  s i t h o u t  h indrance  

f  r03i t l i ~  Gwernn~ent  . n i h e  InrSian C f f i c e  should  t a k e  

h o l d  af' t h i s  ~ i t u a t l o n  ~ i t h  a  firlii 'nanc! - the p o l i c y  

of f o l l s w i n g  t h ~  l i n e  of  l e a s t  r e s i s t a n c e  i s  l e a d i n g  

t o  th r  ru ins tLon  of  t h e  5095 t r i b e .  


