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DEFARTHENT OF TEE ILTERIOR

R BOARL OF INLIAN COY:1SSIONERS

X | Washington, L. .

October 15, 1921.
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J; Sir:
f} S The Moqui Reservation, in northern Arizona, has
x e

i the Western Wavajo Reservation &s its western neighbor,

T

the Navajo Recservation adjoins it on the east; the Leupp

(Navajo) Reservstion touches it on the southwest and the

y . Butte country, occupied by public domain Lavajo, lies to
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the s»uth. It has as area of 3,863 square mllss ané is
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occupied by 2,236 Fopl Indians and 2,700 Yavajo. The

o
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agency is locatec at Keams Canyon, 85 miles from the near-
est town on the Santa Fe Rallroad and 1t is one of the

; 5 ; most isolated of the Indian Service units., The superinten-
| égent, Mr. Robert E. L..Daniel, has one of the most perplex-

{
:f@ | ing of Indian problems on his hands. This is caused by the

presence, within one reservation, of two tribes whose mental

and physical characteristics, and social and industrial

conditions are far apart. The result is the relotions bhe-

tween the Hopl and Wavajo are antagonistic to a degree

which makes it impossible for the superintendent to msintaln

law and order without adeguate police - and this he has not

been given by the Departnent.

In 1882 an Executive Order set apart 2,472,320

acres of land for the oqui Reservation, for the use and
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occupancy of the Eopl and such other Incdians as the
Secretary of the Interlor might designate. At that

time some one with a ruler drew oﬁ a map a parallelogram,
which represented an area, approximsately, 75 by 55 miles
for a reservation, without the lsast regardé to topograph-
ical and ethunologlcal conditions, and mis-named it the
"ioqui" Reservation. Tae Hopi czll themselves "Hopi-tuh",
or "peaceful ones." The Navajo derisively n.cknamed them
"iogul" which, in their language means "dead ones" and
this term of derision was officlally selected by the
authorities to serve ac the name of a reservation cet
apart principally for the Hopl Indians.

It is ¢uite apparent thet in 13832 the authoritiec
in Washington either were densely Ignorant of the sliuation
in this country at that time or were utterly indifferent
to 1t and by laying out the reservatlon with a desk ruler
and an utter disregard of the welfare of the Fopil, they
1ald the foundations for trouble and suffering which have
developed a sltuation that calls for immeciate remedial
aétion by the Tndian Offi-z.

while at Keams Canyon a Eopl Indian handed me a
carbon copy of a letter which had been sent to the Com-
missloner of Indian Affairs. It presents the sltuation
from the side of the Hopl so well that I am placing 1t

herein. The letter reads as follows:

VAV
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"To Eon. Commissioner of Indian Affairs: Ve,
whose signatures and thumb-marks appear below are Hopi
Indiang, representing the tribve, resicing on flve mesas,
!n villages, under the iiogqul Agency.

"ie have 1lived here all our lives as self-
suprorting people. ue have watched the encroachment of
our nelighbor, the lavajo, upon our reservatioca from year
to year. The land of our fathers and fors-fathers is
being taken from us. This land orliginally b%l nged Lo us,

"The history of the United States states that

the early Spanlsh concuerors founé our fore-fathers all

.througn *this couitry and at these present villages., It

s true that g few iavajo were residing upoa this terri-
tory when 1t was macde Into a reservation, hut since that
time thousands have come in and settled.

"ie have flocks of sheep and herds of horsss
and cattle bhut thc past years have been exceptionally
severe on our stock, cue to overgrazing.

"hat are we to do if this condition continues$

now can we and our children progress when our lané is takesn?

#any of our good and noble Government men are deeply inter-
ested in our welfare and we are lookling for the time when
this reservation will be determined for the Hopl.

"ie recuest that If there is any possible chance
for our representatives to appear before you and the

Comnittees of Congress, to explaian our condition and the
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creat necessity for asslstance to our racz, we will be
very grateful. We are grateful to the Government for
what has &lready been done in our behalf and we will be
more so when thils recuest of ours is given consideration.
To you we look once more for assistance."

The Hopl live in villages on top of high mesas
and some of thelr houses antedate the landing of Columbus.
Thelr villages are strongholds wh'ch they bullt to escape
inroacds of the Ute and lavajo. They are an innffensive
psace loving pebple. Their 1little farms lie in the valleys
ana, unlile the Javajos, they bring in thelr cattle and
éheep to corrals near the villages. They are a people cf
fixed habltation whereas the lavajo are seml-nomadic fol-
lowing their flocks snd herds througn miles of country.

Tnis whole land is seml-arid and a large portion

b
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of 1t 1s absolute desert. The lavajo are aggres-ive and

b

independent. rere is no douht that tne majority of thsse
on the ocul Keservztion have come in from all =ides with
a deliberate purpose of taking the grazing land which
rizhtfully belongs to the EHopl. ¥hen a lavajo.sees a Hopl
with anything he wants, he takes it, and there is no re=-
course., If a Hopl is.using grazing land which the Mavajo
wants, he will drive the Hopl off, scatter hls stock and

force him to draw tacl to the narrow area adjacent to the

Fopl villages. The Fopi declares that the Navajo steal
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their stock and run them off to other parts of the country
anc¢ sell them and 1f a Eopl has horses running in their
neighborhood the;ﬂavajo will rope them, usé them all day

to round up their own stock and turn them loose, thus saving

theilr own horses,

b

i) For years thls preventable situzation has continusd.
In 1217 I was sent by Presicdent Taft to Keams Canyon with

troops to enforce some regulations of the Indian Office. I

then found the ilavajo encroaching on iopl land and mistreat-

ing the Fopi Indians. The agent, at the time, was gilven

ol o mm s omemmn R gt e M T A e

but three policemen, too poorly paidé to attract the right

7en aith which to maintain ordzr on a reservation which has
e the area of an emyire. I then recommencded that ne be glven
| twenty-five well pald policemen with a white chief. The

nenber vwas laerezasged Lo €izht without change of compensation,

#hicn number has lately been reducec to six.

ct
Joe)
ct
m
3
o]
o
9}
o+

This s 1s enough to shcw the asbsurdity of

any expsctation that the saperintendent can keep ordesr. The

{i , rerly to ny question as to whelher orders ware obsyed was

nity of his office, with the

-
Al

result that the authority and dignity of the Indlan Off:
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anc of the Unii=d Stater are made a mock of over ~ largs

section of Arizona.
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to maintain but one or two of these men. At the salary
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The Hopi looks in valin to the Department for
protection for althoush awerse of th's conditisn for many
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years the CGovernmert has continne:

G

in providing a remedy. Théere were, mmdonbtedly, a few

(@]

Hava jo 1livinz on this land hefore t

apart for the Hopi, who had some rights of occupancy, bu

m
=

t..e many Mavajc who have comf in since, in delflance of
orders, should be put of f and kspt ci{ the Hopl Heserval

ty forecs, &ncé t

acuadron of cava

he well Lo nave

. -

trespassing Mavajos, an
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Tter wumtd

for a sport tine

D

tranculllity is restored, but the lavajo, when treated
with justice, arse avwell benhaved people, There is, how-
ever, ¢+ laerze floating slement from other ressrvations
which nas come Into the Keams Canyon juriscdlcetion which
occasionally makes trouble. In my opinion a white chief
With twenty-five well paic rolice will be sufficient in
orcinary timee. 4s 1t is now only six Insufficiently
pald policemen are allowed by the Departiment to maintaln

>

order on 5,863 square miles. These men are pald but $20
a montl, with #10 additional to the chief. They are all

Indians. The agent is only allowed sufficlent subslsten

ne reservation was setb
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glven no Indlan #who is self-supporting will take ths

position of policeman, with the result that it s not

possilbls to get dependable

3
wm
3
-

Tt is estlimated that th

(0]

stock on this reserva-~

tion numbers 100,000 sheep, &0,000 goats, 15,000 cattle,
10,000 horses and 2,000 twros. The Havajo Indians own
the trecter part o' the sheep; the Bopil owning in the
neighborhood of 20,000 head., The average Hopil band runs
from 20 to 100 cheen, while the average Mavajo band

nusbers from 300 to 500, with & number of family bands

[

of fron 1200 to 28030. The avezios

graze herds

of cattle but several of the Hopl Indilans

¥

ruming up into the hundreds.

Because of tne limlted amount of water developed

on the reservation, tue stvick ncw cn the reserve, 1s all

[4)]

that can be cared for. The range adjacent to watering
places Is over grazed. Tne Navajo Liave gracdually closed

In on the Topi grazing land until the Hopi is unable to

When the range fails to supply them with water the.Navajo
move to the sections usually grazed by the Hopi, crowding
then until they are compelled to withdraw to a few aresas
close to the villages wh~re they can watch their stock

and care for them.

0 not have large hercs
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rlace ar. he works from that po'nt only, while the

Nava jo

It is n

groving

04

see th
frdn;th

noldé of

‘ » of foll

heré may happen to best find water anc

The home of the Foni Ipdians is in a fixed

is satisfiec¢ to meke hls home anywhere that his

gcod grazing.
ot to be wondered at that the Eopi Indians are
more znd more dlsneartened as, helpless, they
ir neigrbors crowding them without hindrance
€ Government. The Incian Office should take
this eituation with a firm hand - the policy

owing the line of least resistance 1s leading

<

to the ruination of the Hopi tribve.
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