


HOUSE O F  REPRESENTATIVES REPORT 
Bd Session j No. 1942 

TERMINING RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF T H E  NAVAHO 
RIBE, HOPI TRIBE, AND INDIVIDUAL INDIANS TO 

23, 1958.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State 
of the Union and ordered to be printed 

r. HALEY, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 

R E P O R T  
[To accompany S. 692) 

Committee on Interior and Insular Mairs ,  to whom was 
d the bill (S. 692) to provide that the United States hold in 

882, and for adjudicating 
o and Hopi Indians, and 

same, report favorably 
hat the bill, as amended, 

all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the 

cting through the chairmen of their respective tribal 
of said tribes, including all villages and clans thereof, 
ho or Hopi Indians claiming an interest in the area set 

of three judges in accordance with the provisions of title 28, United 

39014'-5S 1%. Rept.. 55-3, vol. 3-42 
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SEC. 2. Lands, if any, in which the Navaho Indian Tribe or individual Navaho 
Indians are determined by the court to  have the exclusive interest shall thereafter 
be a part of the Navaho Indian Reservation. Lands, if any, in which the Hopi 
Indian Tribe, including any Hopi village or c!nn thereof, or individual Hopi 
Indians are determined by the court to have the evclusive interest shall thereafter 
be a reservation for the Hopi Indian Tribe. The Navaho and Hopi Tribes, 
respectively, are authorized to sell, buy, or exchange any lands within their reser- 
vations, with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, and any such lands 
acquired by either tribe through purchase or ewhange shall become a part of the 
reservation of such t r h e  

SEC. 3. Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to be a congressional determination 
of the merits of the col~flicting tribal or individual I n d ~ a n  claims to the lands 
that  are subject to adjudication pursuant to this .4ct, or to affect the liability 
of the United Stztes, if any, under litigation now pending before the Indian 
Claims Comnission. 

A m d  t,he title so as to read: 
A bill to determine the rights and interests of the Navaho Tribe, Hopi Tribe, 

and individual Indians to the area set aside by Executive order of December 16, 
1883, and for other purposes. 
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e Congress should attempt to dctermine the merits of this legal 
oversy tlu-ough legis!ation and recommends enactment of S. 602, 
will permit the dispute to be litigated in court. 

SECTIONAL ANLLYSIS 

n 1 provides for the conversion of the prssent interest of the 
,lnder the Executive order of December 16,  1882, into a trust 
d nuthorims an adjudic3tion of the conflicting claims of the 
%rho assert those interests. The Navaho and Hopi Tribes are 

ation on their o~vn behalf and 3ls0 on 
ming an interest. in the lands. 

on about the right of the recognized 
represent all component parts of the 
s for the liti~atioll  to be held before n 

a r m  with provisions of the 
to the Supreme Court. 

ich the Navaho Tribe or 
The purpose of S. 692 is to provide for a cleterminati ive iatcrest shall thereafter 

rights and interests of t,he Navaho Tribe, Bopi Tribe, nnd any lands in which the court 
Indinns to the area set aside by the Executive order of De i n d i v i d d  has the exclusive 
1882. There has been conflict and dispute far 75 :?ear fter be 3, reservation for the Hopi Indian Tribe. 
boundaries of tlhe Hopi Reservation which is surroun on fcr the Navaho aqd Hopi Tribes, 
Navaho. This bill  provide,^ for a determination of the nge any lands within their reserva- 
district court of three judges with right of appeal to the Su 1 of the Secreta,ry of the interior. 

No expenditure of Federal funds except for participati es the intent of Congress ths t  nothing in S. 692 is 
suit will result from enactment of this legislation. a congressional det,ermination of the rights and 

The Department of the Interior reconlmends several amend s set aside by the Executive order, or to affect the 
which have been incorporated into the bill. Representatives cler litigation now pending 
Hopi Nation and the Navaho Tribe attended the hearings, a 
the most part, indicated concurrence in the bill as reported. was introduced by Representa- 

ntly with the reported bill. 
EXPLANATION OF THE BILL gs were held on similar legislation during the 84th Congress. 

ndments recommended by the Secretary of the Interior were 8. 692 provides that the 2,472,216 acres of lan those incorporated into the reported bill. It is noted that  
December 16, 1882, Executive order shall be held in factions within the Hopi Tribe are not in sympathy with this 
Hopi Indians and such other Indians, if any, as on but,  following extended hearings, the committee Members 
thereon. It also authorizes an adjudication by a 
court of the conflicting claims of the Hopi and Navaho t S. 692 is in the best interest of both the Hopi a,nd Navaho 

lands in question. The litigation will be in the nature of a qui H. R. 3789 from the Secretary of the Interior action. 
The 1882 Executive order set aside 

, and his supplemental report containing 

occupancy of the Hopi and such other I s dated March 19, 1957, are as follows: 

Interior may see fit to settle thereon." The DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
pletely surrounded by the Navaho Reservation and OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
considerable settling by members of both tribes outsi Washington, D. C., February 26, 1957. 
tive reservations. The Hopi Nation contends that its me 
exclusive use of the 1882 reservation, while the Navahos o n  Interior and InsuLar A$aairs, 
are "other Indians" whom the Secretary of the Interior tatives, Washington, D. C. 
to  settle on the lands and that they have valid interests in s requested a report on H.  
tion. nd  interests of the Navaho 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs has ma ians to the area set aside by 
efforts to settle the dispute which, with disco nd for other purposes. 
uranium in the area, has become acute. The d if it is amended as suggested 
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f fairness and equity. This provision will assure that one or 
r of the tribes will have administrative jurisdiction over the 
the future, without prejudice, however, to the undivided 

kes it clear that the tribe mill have jurisdiction 
act that  its rights may be predicated upon the 

members of the tribe. Furthermore, by pro- 
ests have been determined under the Executive 

Navaho Indians are unlawful i 
The Navaho Indians claim that they ar 
Secretary of the Interior has been fit to s 
within the meani 

cause of increasing population pressure 
gressively worse. There is no practi 
can be resolved administratively. T 
peated efforts to resolve it, and has ad 
tions governing the use of the area. Because of the natur 
flicting claims of use and occupancy interests, 
ment cannot make a final determination that 
believe that i t  is impracticable for the merits o other reservation will be effective. 
determined by legislation, which would mean m the bill any basis for an inference that  
case before Congress, and that the only practi sable legal rights or title to lands in an Esecutive 
lem in the enactment of enabling legislatio distinguished from a statutory reservation), we 
controversy, which is primarily legal form of the bill be recast so that  i t  first converts 
courts. 

The recognized governing bodies of both the Navaho and the 
Tribes have asked for such enabling legislation, and the pendin 

y of the Interior pursuant t o  such 

ny Navaho" insert "on behalf of". 
ny rights or interests in" and insert 
the conflicting tribal or individual 

interest shall thereafter be a part o 
lands in which the court finds that the 

HATFIELD CHILSON, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
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DEPARTMENT OR THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 

Washington, D. C., March 19, 1957. 
Hon. JAMES A. HALEY, 

Chairman, Subcommittee on Indian Alifairs, 
Committee on Inte+r and I w l a r  A$&, 

&ruse of Representatives, Washin@on, D. 0. 
DEAR MR. HALEY: I.. accordance with Mr. Aspinall's request- 

ing the hearing on H. R. 3789; a bill to determine the lights 
interests of the Navaho Tribe, Hopi Tribe, and individual Indian NDING ALASKAN AIRPORTS ACT OF 1948 RELATIVE 
the area set aside by Executive order 'of December 6, 1882, and T~ TERMS OF LEASES ON REAL PROPERTY 
other Purposes, the following amendments to the bill are submit 
and we ~emxunend that they b 
in addition to the amendmen 
February 26, 1957. 

1- In the title of.the bill and also on page 1, line 8, &we I'De 
ber 6" to "December 16". 

2. On page 2, line 7, after "claims" insert "pursuant to 
Executive order". The purpose is to make clear that the rel 
rights and interests of the two groups of Indians are those that HARRIS, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
been.established under the Executive order.. Commerce, submitted the following 

3. On page 2, line 14, delete "Any lands" and insert in lieu th 
"Lands, ~f any,". 

4. On age 2, line 17, delete "Any lands" and ins R E P O R T  
thereof '%an&, if any," . The purpose is to prev 
from the language of the bill that either tribe m [TO accompany S. 13661 
rights. 

5. On page 2, line 21, delete the sentence be 
ending on page 3, line 2. The p u y  is to 
mination the question of.tr?bal contro over land 
and Hopis may have a joint and.mdivided interest. 
feel that this question canno 
of their rights is adjudicated, 
for determination by Con ess 
with that position. Unt' f the PURPOSE OF THE LEGISLATION 
adjudicated it .is difficult to determine whether 
in the lands should be put under the exclusiv 
tribe. 

6. On page 3, line 10, change the period to a comma and 
to affect 'the liability of the United States, if any, under litiga 
pending before the Indian Claims Commission." 

The purpose is to make clear 
interests of the Navaho and 
reservation will not affect -31 

Sincerely yours, 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs reco 
ment of S. 692. 


