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RIBED I N  T H E  EXECUTIVE ORDER OF DECEMBER 16, 1582, 
FOR ADJUDICATING THE CONFLTCTING CLAIMS THERETO 
HE NAVAHO AND HOPI INDIANS 

JULY 12, 1956 -Ordered to be printed 

submitted the following 

R E P O R T  
[To accompany S. 40861 

ndments are as follows: 
1, line 3, after the words "That the" insert the following: 

to such Executive Order. The 

EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 

+The purpose of S. 4086 is twofold: 
 first, it  would declare that the lands (2,412,216 acres) described in 

$he Ewclltive order dated December 16, 1882, are held in trust by 



actory arrangements for any Indians 

esscs the intent of Congress that  this bill 
ssjonal determination prior to adjudi- 

s in the lands set aside by the Execu- 

reports requested on S. 4086 have not been re- 
f the agreement reached by the Indinns tmo settle 
manner provided in the bill, the committee is 

mending that  this legislation be passed. 

on t,hese lands. The Hopi In  0 
use of the 188'7 reservation, a 
the "other Indinns" whom tll 
to  settle on the lands and that  
tion. 

dlt.hough repented efforts have been made to settle this confie 
administrat,ively, the situatio 
coinmittee does not believe that  Co 
tile merits of this controversy, 
Therefore it  reconlmends the passage 
permit the controversy to be litigated i 

The Navnho Tribe and t,he Hopi T 
bodies, have requested t,his legislation, 
attorneys representing t.he tribes, in consultation with 
of the Department of the Interior. The lit'igation t, 
conflicting interests of the Indians may be st'arted b 
if t,hey do not take the initiative, by the At'torney 

SECTION BY SECTION ANSLPSIS  OF THE BILL 

Section 1 of S. 4086 provides for the conversion of the pres 
interests of the Indinns under the Executive order of December, 
1822, into n trust tit.le, and then authorizes 
conflicting clninis of t'he Indians who assert 
Naraho nnd Hopi Tribes are authorized to  act 
their own behalf and also on behalf of clans, vil 
clniming nn interest in the lands. This will p 
arising about the right of the recognized govern 
to represent all component parts of the tribe. 

Section 2 of the bill provides t,hat any lands in which the court 
finds that  the Namho  Tribe or individual Navaho Indians have thg 
~sclusive interest shall thereaft,er be a part of the Navaho Reservat,ioni : 
nnd any lands in which the court finds tha t  't,he Hopi Tribe, village, 
clan, or individual has the exclusive interest shall thereafter be a !  
rrscrvation for the Hopi Indian Tribe. Lands in which the Navaho 
and Hopi Indians have a joint or undivided interest shall be added 
to either the Nnvnho or the Hopi reservation according to the court's 
cleteminntion of fairness and equity. Provision is nlso made in 
sectiou 2 of this bill for the Navaho and the Hopi Tribes, respectively, 
to sell, huy, or exchange land within their reserl~ations with the 
appmrnl of t'lle Secretary of the Interior. By permitting sales or 
exchanges between the two t,ribes, i t  will be possible for the Navaho 
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