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{To accompany H::R.:11685}

"The Committee on Interior and Insular Affawrs, to whom was re-
ferred the bill (H. R. 11685) to provide for the acquisition of Navaho
Indian lands required in connection with the construction, operation,
and maintenance of the Glen Canyon unit, Colorade River storage
project, having considered the same, report favorably thereon with
amendments and recommend that the bill as amended do pass.

The amendment is as follows:
Page 2, line 1, strike out the word “camp”’
Page 2, line 22, add a new sentence reading as follows:

The authority contained in this Act shall not extend to

- utilization by the Secretary of the lands hereinbefore de-
scribed for public recreational facilities without the consent
of the Navajo Tribe,

EXPLANATION OF THE BILL

This legislation would grant the United States immediate access to
tribsl lands of the Navaho Indians which are needed for the construc-
tion, operation, and maintenance of the Glen Canyon unit of the
Colorado River storage project on which construction is expected to
start this year. The Navaho Reservation includes all lands on the
x(slout,heast side of the Colorado River in the vicinity of the proposed

am site.

The legislation also provides for negotiation between the Navaho
Tribe auﬁhe Secretary of the Interior with respect to the price to be
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paid for the lands needed for the entire Glen Canyon unit and on other

terms with respect therets. " If the meedéd lands cannot be acquired’

by negotiation, they may be acquired through eminent domain pro-
ceedings, except that tribal land needed for pu%lic recreational facilities
cannot be acquired without consent of the Navaho Tribe.

The legislation further provides that any lands which are obtained
but later found not to be needed shall revert to the tribe. In addition,
all mineral rights are reserved to the tribe subject to the right of
removal thereof under such terms and conditions as the Secretary,

' determines will not interfere with, the purposes of, the Glen,,Canyon

unit. . S S R
Without congressional authorization as provided in ’this bill,! the
Secretary of the Interior lacks authority to acquire title to the tribal
lands required and the Bureau of Reclamation has reported that with-

- out such authorization, it will be foreclosed from establishing a

townsite. and construction. facilities on the Navaho, tribal lands.., En-
actment of this legislation would make available to the Bureau of
Reclamation for a townsite and construction facilities lands on both
sides of the Colorado River and thereby permit the Bureau to make
its decision with respect to these works on the merits of the case and
the economics involved... .. .. .. . oy 0 Ly L

The Navaho Tribal Council, fovernmg body of the tribe, has’
officially approved this® bill, guided in part by recognition of the
opportunity offered by construction of the Glen Canyon Dam for
employment of Navaho labo? and:folinéréased economic opportunity
on the reservation. ' .

DEPARTMENT’S REPORT !

The report of the Department of the Interior. recommending enact-
ment of this legislation follows: ‘ R T

. +{. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, o
: v te o Washington; D. C., June 19, 19566.
Hon. Crair Enarr, : R

Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs,
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. :

My Drar Mgr. EngLi: A report has been requested from this
Department on H. R. 11685, a bill to provide for the acquisition of
Navaho Indian lands required in connection with the construction,
operation, and maintenance of the Glen Canyon unit, Colorado
River storage project. » oo

We recommend that the bill be enacted. ,

In substance section 1 of H. R. 11685 provides that, in aid of con-
struction of the Glen Canyon unit of the Colorado River storage
project, the United States sﬁall have immediate access to tribal lands
of the Navaho tribe needed for construction, operation, and mainte-
nance of Glen Canyon Dam and related facilities. These lands lie on
the east side of the Colorado River in Arizona.

Section 2 of the bill provides for negotiation between the Navaho
tribe and the Secretary of the Interior with respect to the price to be
paid for the lands needed.for the entire Glen Canyon unit and on
other terms with respect thereto. It also provides that, if the needed
lands cannot be acquired by negotiation, they may be acquired
through eminent domain proceedings. The rights needed by the
United States will, in some cases, be the full fee. In other cases, its

1

e

i

GLEN CANYON UNIT, COLORADO RIVER STORAGE PROJECT 3

fully met by rights of way, easements and the like. The

;:gg?sigﬁyo})ihe byill requ?ringg negotiation before condemnation leaves
room for ironing out differences of opinion with respect to compensa-
tion and the extent of the tribal interest to be taken. ;

Section 3 of the bill deals with reversion of the lands in the evend
they are not needed for the purpose for which they are acquired an
with the reservation of mineral rights to the tribe. These prov1s(110ns
we understand, incorporate the pr.mclpal restriction upon _Fe.era(,1
acquisition by the United States which the Navaho tribe has insiste
P Cor i i ized by the act of

onstruction of the Glen Canyon unit was authorized by ]
Algil 11, 1956 (Public Law 485, 84th Cong.). Funds for commen(ingg
its construction during the fiscal year 1957 have been requested by
this Department and 1t is anticipated that ou-site construction ag:ll-
tivities will begin during the year. Enactment of H. R. 11&85 wi
assist in this. By limiting, as section 1 of the bill does, the olw)rlern—
ment’s immediate rights to those of entry, it avoids the problems
inherent in a legislative taking of the Indians right, title, an ug,e;-est
in the lands, allows time for negotiation, and will, we hope, obviate
any need for recourse to condemnation proceedings. .

1t is anticipated that the construction, operation, and mamterfxaléﬁe
of this unit will provide employment for many ‘members h(') e
Navaho Tribe. Its leaders have expressed the opinion that this em-
ployment is of the highést importance to the tribe. This, will assure
the utmost cooperation with the Secretary in the negotmtl‘?ns. -

We suggest, in the inte;estfotfh clg;-lllty, that the word “camp” be

i line 1, page 2, of the ball.- .
Str’ll?}ll(: IIl?nfll;:?u of the Igu?iget: has advised that there would be no objec-
tion to the submission of this report to your committee.

Sincerely yours, Frep G. AANDAHL,

Secretary of the Interior.

COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs recommends enact-
ment of H. R. 11685. o
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