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SIXTIETH CONGRESS. Sgess. 1. Cu. 216. 1908

CHAP. 216. An Act To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to issue patents
in fee to purchasers of 1ndian lands under any law now existing or hereafter enacted,
and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of Admerica in Congress assembled, That the lands, or any part
thereof, allotted to any Indian, or any inberited interest therein, which
can be sold under existing law by authority of the Secretary of the
Interior, except the lands in Oklahoma, and the States of Minnesota
and South Dukota may be sold on the petition of the allottee, or his
heirs, on such terms and conditions and under such regulations as the
Secretary of the Interior may prescribe; and the lands of a minor, or
of u person deemed incompetent by the Secretary of the Interior to
petition for himself, may be sold in the same manner, on the petition
of the natural guardian in the case of infants, and in the case of Indians
deemed incompetent as aforesaid, and of orphans without a natural
ruardian, on petition of a person designated for the purpose by the
gecretsry of the Interior. That when any Indian who has heretofore
received or who may hereafter receive, an allotment of land dies beforo
the expirution of the trust period, the Secretary of the Interior shall
ascertain the legal heirs of such Indian, apd if satisfied of their ability
to manage their own aflairs shall cause to be issued in their names a
patent in fee simple for said lands; but if he finds them incapable of
managing their own affairs, the land may be sold as hereinbefore pro-
vided: Lrovided, That the proceeds derived from all sales hercunder
shall be used,.during tho trust period, for the benefit of the allottee, or
heir, so disposing of his interest, under the supervision of the Com-
missioner of Indinn Affairs: And provided further, That upon the
a{)provnl of any sale hereunder by the Secretary of the Interior he

shull cause a patent in fee to issue in the name of the purchaser for.

tho lands so sold: And provided further, That nothing 1n section one
?mi‘cin contained shall apply to the States of Minnesota and South
Jnkota. )

Skc. 2. That jurisdiction be, and hereby is, conferred upon the
Court of Cluims of the United States to hear, determine, and render
final judgment, notwithstanding lupse of time or statute of limitation
for any balances found due, without interest, with the right of o spcui
as in other cuses, upon the claims of H. W, Gilke R lI’ErmunI ank-
witz, Herman Hankwitz and Company, W. P. Cook and Brother,
M. Waescott, J. A. Licge, assignee of J, ¥. Gauthier, F. F, Green and
the heirs of Mitchell Mahchikaniew, traders, against the Menomince
tribo of Indians- in Wisconsin and aganinst certain membery of said
tribe at the Green Bay Agency, for supplies, goods, wares, merchan-
dise, tools, and live stock furnished certain members of the said tribe
after the tirst day of January, in the year eighteen hundred and eighty,
for the purpose of carrying on loggingoperutions upon the Menomince
Indian i){eservntion. in Wisconsin. id claims shall be presented to
said court hy verified petitions to be filed within six months from the
date of the approval of this Act. Said court shall, in rendering judy-
ment, ascertain and determine the amount, if any, due upon cach of
said claims, and if the court find that there is a liability upon any of
said claims, it shall then determine if such liability be that of the said
Menomineo tribe of Indiany as a tribe or that of individual members
of suid tribe, and it shall vender judgment for the amount, if any,
found due from said tribo to any of said claimants, and it shall render
judgment for the amounts, if any, found due from any of the indi-
vidual members of said tribe toany of said claimants. Upon the rendi-
tion of final judgments, the court shall certify the same to the Secretary
of the Interior, who shall thereupon, in case judgments be against the
aaid Menominee tribe of Indians a4 a tribe, direct the payment of said
judgments out of any funds in the Treasury of the United States to the
credit of said tribe, and who, in case judgnents be against individual
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than one dollar per acre: Adnd provided further, That any purchaser
of said lund mny at his option pay the entire amount that is due in
cush for such land and receive his title therefor without the necessity
of actually settling thereon: frovided further, ‘That hefore offering
snid lands for sale the Secretary of the Interior shallallot one hundred
and sixty scres of land to each child of Indian parentage born since
June fifth, nineteen bundred and six, whose fut‘wr or mother was a
duly enrolled member of either the Kiowa, Comanche, or Apuche
tribe of Indinns and entitled to allotment of land under the Act of
June fifth, nincteen hundred and six, opening said Kiowa, Comanche,
and Apache reservations to settlement, suitlf allotments to he mnde
of lands remuining unsold known as the pusture reserves in said
reservutions,

The Secretary of the Interior shall make all necessary rules and
jssue all necessary instructions to carry the provisions of this Act into
effect: Provided, That any person who has herctofore entered any of
suid Jand under said Act of June fifth, nineteen bundred and six, shall
receive patents therefor by paying all the deferred installments of
yurchase money and proving compliance with the requirements of the
llonwstvaul lawh at any time after the expiration of ten fonths from
the date of his entry.

Ske. 95, That whenever the President is satisfied thatall the Indians
inuny part of the Navajo Indiun Reservation in New Mexico and
Avizonn created by Exccutive orders of November ninth, nineteen
hundred and seven, and Junuary twenty-cighth, nineteen hundred and
cight, have heen allotted, the surplus lands in such part of the reser-
vation shall be restored to the pu‘)lic domain and opened to settlement
and entry by proclamation of the President.

Qpe. 96. That the Court of Claims is herehy authorized to consider
and adjudicate and render judgment as law and cquity may require in
the matter of the claim of "Clarence W. Turner, of Muskogec, Okla.
homa, against the Creek Nation, for the destruction of personal prop-
orty und the value of the loss of the pusture of the suid Turner, or his
assigns, by the action of any of the responsible Creek authorities, or
with their cognizance and acquiescence, cither party to snmid cause in
the Court of Claims to bave the right of appeal to the Supreme Court
of the United States,

Sec. 27. That the Court of Cluims is hereby authorized and
directed to hear, consider, and adjudicate the claims ngainst the Missis-
sippi Choctaws of William N. Vernon, J. S. Bounds, and Chester Howe,
their nssociates or assigns, for services rendered nnd expenses incurred
in the matter of the claims of the Mississippi Chovtaws to citizenship
in the Choctaw Nation and to render judgment thercon on the prin-
ciple of quantum meruit in such amount or amounts as may appear
equitable and justly due therefor, which judgment, if any, shall be
paid from any funds now or hereafter due such Choctaws as individ-
uals by the United States. The said William N. Vernon, J. 5.
Bounds, and Chester Howe are hereby authorized to intervene in the
suit instituted in said court under the provisions of seetion nine of the
Act of April twenty-sixth, nineteen wndred and six, in bebalf of
the estate of Charles F. Winton, deceased: Drorided, That the evi-
dence of the intervenors shall be immediately submitted: And pro-
vided further, That the landsallotted to the said Mississippi Choctaws
are hereby declared subject to n lien to the extent of the c‘:nims of the
«nid Winfon and of the other plaintifis nuthorized by Congress to sue
the said defendants, subject to the final judgment of the Court of
Claims in the said case. Notice of such suit or intervention shall be
served on the governor of the Choctaw Nation. and the Attorney-
General shall appear and defend the said suit on behalf of the said
Choctaws,
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