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EXLARGEMENT OF NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION, IN
ARIZONA.

MESSAGE

FROM THR . -

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

A COMMUNICATION FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

© WITH ACCOMPANYING PAPERS, EXPRESSING AN URGENT NE- |
* CESSIYY FOR THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE NAVAJO INDIAN .
AESERVATION, IN ARIZONA. T :

b
Btad

* Jazwany 10, 1900.—Read, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered
, . to be printed. ,

Te the Senate and ITouse of Representatives:

1 transmit herewith 8 communication from the Secretary of the
Iaterior, dated the 5th instant, with accom nyiriF papers, expressing
as urgent necessity for the enlargement of the Navajo Indian Reser-
vation. in Arizona, to enuble these Indians to support themselves by
stock raising within the limits of their reservation.

WiLLiam McoKINLEY.

Expcrrive Maxsion,

Waskington, January 10, 1900.

DEPARTMENT OF THFE. INTERIOR,
Washington, Janvary 5, 1900.

For several years past it bas been manifest to the Department that
the Navajo Reservation is inndequate to supply water and grass for
the benls of the Indians, and many of them, perbaps one-third of the
tribe, for that renson have been habitually off the reservation on the
public domain, where they are in frequent conflict with whites over
the graring of their herds.

Various officials of the Department, within the past year or two,
bave recommended an enlargement of the reservation by extending it
westerly within certain detined boundaries.  But the physical charne-
teristics of the proposed extended area were, until recently, unknown
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4 NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION, ARIZONA,

Hog yard, 60 by 140 feet.
Stacky;nrd, 144 {eet square.
Calf pen, 24 feet square.
ggnn:ll 5 11?’ & ‘byt,so iﬁh hed and manger
X eet, with shed and acroes one side.
Two wells o¥ water, each 14 feet deep.
199 apple trees, bearing.
116 peach trees, bearing.
20 apricot trees, bearing.
108 wild plum trees, bearing.
8 green gnge plum trees, bearing.
g p}(:ar trees, ring. .
cherry trees, bearing.
8 almond trees, bearing.

25 gooseberry bushes, bearing.
100 gooseberry bushes, two years old,
175 apple trees, five years old.
100 apple trees, four years old. St
M e ] e
ears

28 en. ¥
1237 yods of 3,3, 4, and 5 wire fence, with

3 01 2,5, 4, an wire lO,and fi
B e 3 o i i

veloping spring ing water with 2,465 feet of §-i 1-i d
Cloaring, Toveling and Diesiing 100 ncres of lange *® ¥ 1ePs sad 1j-inch pipe.
80 acres allalia.
400 rods private ditch on farm, 1 foot deep, 3 feet wide.
$1,186.69 interest in irrigation sg:m, which system represents 4} miles of ditch

1} feet deep and 3 feet wide on bottom snd 2 dams across Moencopie Wash and 3

reservoirs, system valued st $4,391.63. .
59 hourk water right out of svard eight days, Tuba Ci
ours’ water right out of every ei Y8, waler system.

Total appraised value of foregoing agnedule, $9,000, e b

Fracstary, Anz, June 18, 1899.

My Deag 8ir: In pursuance of our talk last night, I bave drawn and in & conple of
hours, all the time I had to s circulated the petition handed you herewith and
secured 120 names thereto.  No one to whom the petition was presented refused or
hesitated t sign the same.  Every citizen of the county would sign the petition if it
were presented to them.  The people are a unit on the advisability and necessity of
msking the Little (olorado River the western boundary of the Indian reservation
and keeping the Indians on their reservation.

ery truly, yours,

E. .
Col. Jas. McLavanLix, Indian Inspector. B. Gosney

Fracerarry, Ariz., June 13, 1899.
The Hon, RECRETARY OF TR INTERIOR,

{Through Jas. McLaughlin, Indian inspector):

We, the undersigned citizens of Coconino County, Ariz., having been informed that
it in the ﬁ;‘qm of the Department jto extend the present boundaries of the Navajo
Indinn Reservation on the west, respectfully but carnestly urge that the Little Colo-
rado River be made the western boundary fine and the said Navajo Indians be not
allowed to come west thereof with their stock for the following reasons:

First. The territory west of the Little Colorado River is the winter range of a large
portion of the stock of the citizens of this county, which will be driven out of the
county if the same is not protécted for them.

Becond. The Little Colorado River is the only natural boundary line available and
the only line that can be traced and marked with definiteness and accurscy to both
the white settler and the Indian.

Third. It is only by having & natural boundary which can be universally under-
#tood and thus keep the flocks and pruperty interests of the whites and Indians sep-

XAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION, ARIZONA. 5

and safety of the settlers can be protected from the rashness of

£ @ vieed and anscrupolons of both races upon the borders,
m Pue farther hct':’ and details of existimndmom we refer to the report

of Ut ccenmmittee of five citizens of this county, sabmitted to the Department through
Cebomeed McLacghlin in Angust, 1898
| 8 Business. Name. Businems,
% % Gy . ..-.....] Bapker and tawyer. iATS
C M Punetos. . ..... EAitor Coconlno Bun. F.P.
Hew 2. 3. Baxser....) Pastor N. K Church.
Conrgpe Baddimk. . ....] Merchant, G.F.
:. ‘l [ YN r r.g
PRAME. ... AtlOCREY, .
ww . cenaes] Jgmehant, J.A
G Yatheap.. .. Do M. Dimmick
LBt ... ... POI:.
& € Wphemiieh. . ..
B A Deghem. ... |
h w ....... Oounty recordat. %v
A PR yYord
John
Alex. McDermid
Ml
g.d.l.
Wm. CiR Rancher.
F. B. Biestemen Hotel. '
P.Dilly ..ccee (hmollc’p.nu.
N.G. uan Probats judge. -
Geo.C. Farmer,
%Aﬁlndlc wooe )lewhlnhut
% SO ) e undry. 3.D. Newman Do,
- - Tl " 1R P, Western Untion Telegh.Oo.
o Soscher. Geo. K. Salifvat Santa Fe Pacifio &. B
& Owninhs. . ....... Clerk. ~ § H R Davis... Clerk,
A A Bemrmer. Do. R.B.Clark. ... Attorneyat law.
2 € Bk ... Harness and saddle. R. A. Bronson .} Telegraph operatos.
i . Choavl. L L. Buma... ef company
1 € Nalugedr. Contractor. J.W.Cart ., Rancher,
R A O, Clerk. H.0.Heath
ey Ouronild Mechanie, P.8.Wood.
Y & Ldwwrie A.T.Comn
ok Lavlor. m» ?v l; gook
% o .
o Perea Rlacksmith, N Philltes
Pord R Wi Nechanic. Will{s Cranphite.
Warsn Maneis shoemaker. Jesnn Gro
TR ST B Focest ranger. ‘gmw(g:;t n
:3“" e L o ) num(xcs;z
' en
?:. . J. D.lz:nde
Bisel > JAVail.......
- R Mavwe ... A.H.Donahue
iF . (A,"l!‘: Mrl'klr?mid
:Mr ‘nmqm T. Edward Priest
& Barma . Frank A. Doherty
A F wapeann Francis McCabe
P Pl D. P. Harding
B} Praacen H. Heathesford ...
€ Hoovdell L. J. Anbmian .......... Linuor dealer.
W Kot R. H. Maines......... Clerk,
W Kepaide ...

Fragsrarr, Ante., June 18, 1899,

. As directerd by Department letter of March 14, 1899, I have the honor to sub-
uﬁzl.be‘lf)ll-minz n-;{»rt ‘x\?lh reference to inervasing the Navajo Indian Reservation:
1 arrived at Flagstaff on the §th ultimo, en route to Tuba City to y out lnd‘mn
(e instructions of January 25 last, relative to certain land msttersand water privi-
baces at Moencopie, and having in view the report called for regarding extension of
Navsjo Remervation, an:d having from my visit to t!'us sgct\on last summer learned
something of the opposition of the settlers of Coconino (num{ to a southern exten-
¢ of the reservagion, as set forth in a report that 1 hs‘ul the honor ta submit m!d;‘r
date of August 15 I concluded to remain over in Flagetaff one day. that I mivhe
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10 NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION. ARIZONA.

You further state that Insﬁctor Mec hlin has lately performed this service, and
transmit his report to this office, dated June 13, 1899, together with all the accom-
,mnying papers; that after a careful examination of the country and considering the
interests of both the Indisns and the white inhabitanta thereof, he recommends that
the reservation be enlarged by extending the lines from the southwest corner of the
Moqui Reservation due west to the Little Colorado River, thence down that stream
m(;.%e Grand (anyon Reserve, thence north on the line of that reserve to the north-
cast corner thereof, thence west to the Colorado River, thence up that stream to the
Navajo Reservation, . i

You transmit his eaid report to this office for consideration and direct, if the rec-
smmendations of the inspector meet with my approval, that I prepare and submit to
the Department, at the earliest convenience, a draft of the proper Executive order
to carry the same into effect 88 to the enlargement of the reservation, and at the proper
time submit a draft of the necessary legisiation to authorize and enable the
ment to purchase the improvementa and claims of the settlers to be included in the
pr%goeef extension of the Navajo Reservation.

e inspector states in his said report that he arrived at Flagstaff, Ariz., on May 8§,
1899, en roate to Tuba City, to carry out the instructions of thisoffice, dated January
25 last, and approved by tie Department, relative to certain land mdtters and water
privileges atg oencopie; that he had in view the report called for rding the
extension of the Navajo Reeervation; that from his visit last summer to that section
of country he learned something of the opposition of the settlers of Coconino County,
Ariz., to a southern extension of the reservation, as set forth in & report submitted
by him under date of August 15,1898, and that he therefore concluded to remain over
in F! one day in order that he might ascertain the sentiment now prevailing
as to the extension of the Navajo Reservation by extending the lines in the manner
first above indicated. .

He states that he met a number of the business men, including several stockmen of
eaid county, while in Flagstaff, and found them sll very much op) to an exten-
sion of the reservation by having the southem bou extended as first above
proposed, as such line would include what is known as Coconino Besin, which is
regarded as the best winter range for stock in maid county; that Coconino Basin is
appropriated by Coconino County stockmen as the winter range for stock held in the
mountains duning the summer, which mountains, owing to deep snow in the higher
altitudes, have to be abandoned in the winter and the herds ranged in the lower
country; that after ascertaining the sentiment of the citizens of F ff and its vicin-
ity regarding raid extension of the Navajo Reservation, he PrOs ed to Tuba City, a
distance of 100 miles by the road he traveled; that he was two days in making this
trip by team, which route was by way of Tanner Crossing of the Little Colorado,
Willow Rprings, and Moen Ava; that he was at Tuba City and vicinity twenty-two
days, during which time he traveled over considerable of the country lying south-
west and weat of the Mogui Reservation; that he also made a trip from Tuba City to
Oraibi Mcsa, by way of the Togas Jay Wash, Blue Canyon, and Denebato Wash, s
distance of 60 miles, about one-third of which route was outside of the reservation;
that by this trip and his return of 90 miles by Tuba City to Flagstaff, traveling differ-
ent routes, he was enabled to see much of the reservation and the character of country
bordering upon it; that it is chiefly light sandy soil, subject to drifting with every
high wind that blows; that the country did not impress him favorably; that during
the entire time he wax at Tuba City and in the vicinity thereof there was almost one
continuous sand gtorm, by reason of which fact his earlier impressions of the country
were not changred.

Further, the inspector states the present season has been unusually dry, there hav-
ing been no ming of any consequence in the Little Colorado country for geveral
months past; that the result of this iy that water is very scarce and grazing exceed-
ingly rmr throughout the entire tract of country over which he traveled; that grass
is ut all timea very searce in this sandy desert; that long drought has dried up the
routs to such an extent that a green blade ia rarely seen, and that were it not for the
prease wood, sagebrush, and other shrubs uYon which the cattle and sheep subsist
there would b great loss of stock from the barrenness of the ranges causa‘ by the
protracted droaght.

He states that there is no question that the present reservation of the Navajo and
Moqui Indiana is in=ufficient for the Navajo herds; that in consequence of this fact
a lange number of Navajos are frequently off their reservation upon the public
domain, ranging their herds ag far south as the Santa Fe RailroaJ:oin portions of
Coconino and Navajo counties, which causes contentions over ranges, as the untaxed
herds of the Indians eat off the grass and exhaust the water supply, to the detriment
of white stockmen, whose herds are taxed by the respective counties in which they
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XAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION, ARIZONA. 11

peside: that the Navajoe are entitled to commendation for their progressiveness in
thw shuep industry, and ss they can not maintain sufficient herds upon the sandy,
sugovermhe! ranzes within their present boundaries to support themselves, he
sstayly recommends enlarging their reservation, so that they will not be obli to

their sntaxed berds in organized counties on the public domain, by which they
m be more ressonably N(\:md to remain within their reservation houndarics,

izupector states that the Navajos have vast herds of ponies which have no
o:nhlnhe,mhwlndiamhavingoverﬁoohwi;thuuwe could be pre-
waded wgoa or induced to sell their ponies or reduce their herds it would be beneficial
and ially in ssving grass consumed by these worthless
snisuals, and that better grazing would thus be insured for their cattle, sheep, and
iy interests greatly advanced otherwise. L.
ervitosy proposed 10 be added to the Navajo Reservation is about 40 by 50
eontaining sbout 1,280,000 acres of land. He endeavored to ascertain
H ithin this tract. The number was placed by some at 1,600;
Mr. Elwin E. Rogers, Navsjo farmer in charge of s

itory, estimated the numberat 800. The inspector places

Mormon families at Tuba City and vicinity who are the
lers in the tract of country recommended as m.dldt.lt:io'xli to t?e recerva-
Coswtant Williame, formerly acting Indian agent of the Navajo cy
-, nu;iomna under the of th:&pe‘
of theee traders, Mr, C. H. Algert, is located
. 8. 8. Preston, is located at Willow 8’%0 miles

hat the two missionaries referred to, D. E. Brownand Allen
way between Tuba City and Willow and -

# building which they have rented from a man named Herman , the

tng left the horhood in May, 1898; that he visited all of mid settlers
who are all squatters upon unsurveyed lands; that the public surveys
were, however, being e in that section of country ephmng their clsims; that
bor examcmed their improvements very carefully, anticipating an extension of the lands
«f the Navajr Reservation, and in order that the same might be facilitated he obtained
fos mixd 3 Mormons a written agreement whereby they agree to accept a certain
wumn: for 1heir respective improvements and to vacate their locations $u‘gn(rxl)saymem to
tham: by the Government of the stipulated amounts, aggregating $45,000; that the
duzdidime ol & S Preston, the trader at Willow Springs, is & very good one; that he
wrtnh? be willing to relinquish all claim to the land he occupied to the Government,
fnew of evat, ided he would be allowed o retain his building and be licensed to
ns:'r‘;“:rith the Indians; that the other trader, Mr. Algert, located at Tuba
Ciny, kol daiblings valued at $1,500 for which he would doubtless accept compensa-
tne: thad the batkdings ovcupied by the said missionaries were worth about $1,500;
st the owner thereof, Mr. Lyond, would doubtless accept that sum for his possessory
et s imponvements, which the inspector regands a8 a reasonable valuation, and
st thee impervements of all the white settlers in the territory requirad for extending
LEMIS FRY Y58 E’.mrnazion can be purchased by the Government for $48,000, includ-
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w208 saly the buildings, but excellent fruit orchards and cultivated lands under

gt S . .

$&c51 the reservation be extended go a8 to include Tuba City and the claims of
thie wiite settlers referred to, the inspector thinks that the location at Tuba Uity
v:nid af.ed an excellent rite for an industrial boarding echool, and that such a
wib ol is very desirable for the Navajo, Moqui, and Piute Indians in that district.  He
18 219 there i« an abundant supply of good stone in the neighborhood suitable for
e 12, erieting siweh school bui nfings; that there is also good clay {or brick which
orisf e marde near the building site; that limestone can be had within 2 miles of
T1re Ciny from which all lime requiml could be bur.no«l, and t!m[ there is also an
APusmbant mpply of goend water which could be piped into the building-.

The trepexctor adverts in his report to the character of the L‘Olll\lr_\"liﬂ\lghl to be
uhinl to the Navajo Reservation, and states that he was l‘nfunng'd hy 8. R Ireston,
<te I=lisn trader at Willow Springs, James Black and E. M. Tackett, prospectors,
sut Askzoa Neboker and Joseph Tanuer, of Tuba City, and others, all of whom are
tum:"ur with the character of the country and ite resources, that grus is very scarce
22 mgkewt the terntory referred to, except in the western portion where water is
T T 2 Lo of which a large tract of good grass can not be uhllzm} for
wermer grazier: that this tract, however, affords guod winter range when snow ison

8 Doc. 8—5
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*12 NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION, ARIZONA.

the ground, and that all of these men believe that, from the nature of the soil, water can
be p(lalcuned for the use of the stock by a system of storage reservoirs at a comparatively
small expense.

In this connection he suggesta that Inspector Graves be directed to examine the sec-
tions of country mentioned with the view to the establishment of a number of emall
storage reservoirs, aa from his experience and knowledge of such work he would be
able to judge whether or not such a system would E: practicable and meet the
re?mmmema of the Navajoes for watering their herds.

1e states that while it would be desirable to extend the lines of the reservation a8
recommended by Acting Indian Agent Williams, under date of May 7, 1898, and him-
self, be knows at the rame time that it would be very objectionable to the citizens of
Coconino County, and having discussed the whole matter with the leading citizens

of that county and obtained their consent to accept the Little Colorado River as the -
] ly recommend :
the reservation be extended on a line due west from the south{veet eo;'.;mel; :ft?::

southern boundary line of the proposed extension, he res
Moqui Reeervation to the Little Colorado River, thence down said river to the eastern

boundsery line of the Grand Canyon Forest Reserve, thence north on the boundary *
of emid forest reserve to its northeast corner,thence weet along the north boundary of

said reserve to the Colorado River, thence up the Colorado River to the Navsjo Indi

Reservation, embracing, as indicated, a tract of country of about 40 by 50 miles, con-

taining 1,280,000 acres, ap

RS |
The proposed extension is indicated by heavy blue pencil mark on the map of Ari-

zona, herewith transmitted for convenient reference. -

For convénience I submit below, in schedule form, the names of the 20 Mormons -

who have settled within the proposed extension of the reservation, and the
value of their respective improvements:

1. David Brinkerhoff ........... N e eeecccsemcecaceciaancanccertanaaeans

2. LydiaBrinkerhoff . ... ... .o il

8. Emma E. Foutzand J. L. Foulz.....

4. Susan 111 72

5. W.J.Hunt......

8 Emest A.lee .................

G, Fred Tammn L0 I

X 1Y T PP

9. Beth TaANDer. . ... oottt ittt ie e ieae et eeaeaen s ?' g?g
10. Annie M. Tanme. .. oooon ettt e e e 1’200
11. Joseph TaDDEr. . ...ttt it it ae e eie it et e aanaas 4,725
12. John Tanner ... ... . 1 111l 2,325
18. Btephen Hewanl ... oo T T a0
M LA ANen ..o o DL 1,850
16. Lehi Heward .. ........ ... ... .. 0 ... 0 000 0l . lliiiiiiiinn 1,
16. Alfred B. Randall.. ... .. 00000 0TI 1,800
17, Nettio Allen. ..ot et e et 1,700
18, James Alen. .. oo e ' 850
10, BB Powell. oo e e aaas 350
20, Ashton Nebeker..o.un e oaee e it ieie it eeeee e caaeas 3,100

/X017 N 45, 000

I have the honor to state that the Navajo Indian Reservation as it now exists con-
tainsa 7,698,560 acrea of land, or approximately 12,029 square milea. This is an area
nearly a8 large as that embraced in the States of Massachusetts and Connecticut, the
former containing a lnnd surface of 8,040 square miles and the latter 4,845, aceording
to the statistical table of Rand-McNally. It is larger than Belgium, nearly as large
na Bwitzerland, about one-third the size of Cuba, and nearly four times as large as
Puerto Rico,

According to the statistics contained in the last annual report of this office, the
Navajo tribe has a population of 20,500 souls; 1,000 of these dress in part in citizen’s
r]nthm; 250 of them ean read, and 500 use enough English for ordinary conversa-
tion. The Navajocs cultivated Inst year 8,000 acres; they possess 100,500 cattle, 1,200
swine, 1,000,000 sheep, and 250,000 goata.  Inspector McLaughlin states in bis report
that they own, at Ieast sBome of them, large herds of horses or ponies.

The ‘nw-rvulinn was sct aride by treaty of June 1, 1863 (vol. 15, p. 667}, and
Executive onlers dated Octaber 24, 1878, January 6, 1880, two of May 17, 1884, and
one of November 19, 1892; 1,769,600 acres were added in Arizona fo the reserva-
S‘l‘l'gﬂ(l;y the l‘]xt‘cutivf; nh}n? of“Mn,v 17, 1884, and 967,680 in Utah by that order;

X acres were restored in Moxico to the public dosnasi > i
resorved by Execulive order dated April 24, le’l. n thereby, but again

XAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION, ARIZONA, 13

This mwervalion has been the subject of much correrpondence. It has been the
grpome of the Fxecutive branch of the Government for some yenrs to develop &
wtiey wpgdy thereon sufficient to meet the needs and wants of the Indians for stock,

5 domertic purposes. 1 expressed the opinion in my annual report
197 1hat with & complete gystem of irrigation and the development of a water

. wgply om that reservation, the self-support and maintenance of the Navajoes would

Pe awared, becsaer they could then engage in the pursuits of gardening and agri-
eniitre in conpection with their then (and present) business, which is mainly stock

The sanmsl reports of this office for the years 1893, 1894, 1895, 1896, lmh?nd
ty-

B, with the currespondence contained in Senate Ex. Doc. No. 68,
-u-m second sescion, give a full and complete history of the matter of
jrigation apoa this reservation, to which your attention is respecttully invited.
ing Indisn Agent Williams, of the Navajo Agency, stated in his annual
bor » dased Al:'wt 27, that under the new supermtendent of irrigation, Mr.
Gunege Butler, the ditch of Carrizo Creek had been comBLeted and tarned over to the
- thed the ditch on Wheatfield Creek and that on Defiance Creek had just been

they had not been formally turned over; that these ditches were

bat that
"ol ewmstrected with suitable dsme, head gates, etc., and reflected much credit upon

snt recommended that a further appropriation be asked

is important work. In his annual report to this office for

$0, deted Angust 27, be stated that the work on the irrigntion ditches had been

wtinfactory during the year; that the ditches on Wheatfield, Cottonwood, and

ﬂ-. crecks bad been completed according to the Shnn and tarned over to the

Susing portant work failed of b Go. ppropﬁagon lore.;):'-
img this most im| t i passage nETeas. 6 recommen

efiort be made to secure an sddiﬁoml,u propriation, and stated that

somey could be spent to more advantage for the Navajoes than such ae mm

:M for completing the irrgation system so much needed on
for

Sumervation.

As the fands for irrigation on this reservation are about exhaunsted, fuperintendent
Butlier was instrocted some time ago to cloee the work thereon by June 30, 1899, if
m:t w 4o o, and to submit a report as to then ecessity practicability of

trrigation and a plan for the same. Such report has not as yet been recetved
by tRis offoce.
“dBaesid the reservation be extended a8 proposed by the inspector, the Territory of

" Asusoaus eoald not be traversed from north to south without paseing over Indian lands

e & forest reserve until the extreme western portion of the Territory is reached,
«trepe sl one point, a epace of about 6 miles, between the Grand Canyon Reserve
s the Hoalspai Indian Refervation. Such fact will be observed by reference to
22ee mup of the Territory of Arizona herewith transmitted, the pmr"“"l increase of
faw mewervation being indicated as above stated, by heavy blue penciling thereon. It
Jusly seems just and right to separate almost entirely the people living in Utah to
1 2oeth and in central and middle Arizona by Indian and forest reserves, or at least
R & Fzetder reservation of lands for Indian purpoees.

¥ .evver, scoonding to the report of the inspector, the tract of country to be in-
D184 in the extension of the reservation consists chiefly of a light sandy sail, subject
3 4% with every high wind that blows. Assuch are frequent in that section of
1w crentry, water is scarce and grazing exceedingly poor throughout the same.
¢;~um s a8 8]l times very scarce in this sandy desert, and but for the grease wond
sage ook, and other shrubs mentioned by the ingpeetor the eattle aml sheep conle
# 4 wtnist. The inspector appears to have dmwn attention to these facte in two
awris of Lis report, viz, pages 2 and 8 thereof. In consequence of the dryness of the
4 mute and the searcity of water he is induced to suggest, as above indicated, that
taepector Graves be directed to examine the sections of country referred to with a
www w0 the establishment of & number of small storage reservoirs, which, if supplied
» <& water, wonld enable the Indians to utilize what grass there is in that vast and
e1i-rive ared region.

f1 weld s Emm the statements contained in the inspector’s siid report that
1* » trat of country is comparntively worthless.  Water is scarce.  There appears to
* = egmmer grazing thereon; it seems saluable only to seme extent for winter
g, The whites in that section of country are unwilling for the reservation to
tw e33ended mouth or southwest of the Little Colomdo River, because such extenrion
w234 emnbrace wine good grazing land.  They appear to be willing, however, {or the
sew rvatson 10 be extended as recommended by the inspector, and imﬂimi as shown by
13 g agreement accotupanying the inspector’s report, that if this s done that the
emaernment shall keep the Indians on the north dide of the river lust named. It is
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deemed proper to state in this connection that some of the officers and citizens of
Coconino County, Ariz., in Janunry, 1897, removed 16 Navajo Indian families, who
were tending their flocks in a grazing district south or southwest of the Little Colo-
rado River, from that district to the north side of theriver. A history of this matter
is given in the annual report of this office for the year 1897, pages 63 to 65. Conasid-
ering all the facts in the case, this office is led to the conclusion that if the lands pro-

posed to be added to the Navajo Reservation were of any value for grazing purposes

the whites thereon would be unwilling for the same to be segregated from the public
domain and added to the reeervation, and that they would resist such action upon the
of the Government. .

It will be obeerved from the inspector’s report that it will require an appropriation
of $48,000 to purchase the im’Ivaements of settlers within the territory sought to be
added to the reservation. Theee improvements, if purchased, woul(riy be useless to
the Government. They could not be utilized in any manner, and the Indians, doubt-
lees, would not occupy the buildings or look t‘groperly after the orchards and gardens
that have been planted. The expenditure, i
be a clear loss to the Government. ,

In the consideration of this whole matter it has occurred to me that it would be s
wiser and better plan to ask Congress to s[':‘[:mpriate the sum named, and as much
more a8 may be neceesary, for continuing
the Ymaent reservation and the development of a sufficient water supply thereon,
Furthermore, were the territory mentioned added to the reservation, it would be
necerary to develop a water supg‘l)y thereon before the same would become available
and ul to the Indians. As above stated the inspector recommends that Inspector
Graves be sent there to investigate and make s report upon the question of irrigation
and & water supply.

Furthermore, the question of the right, title, and claim of these Indians to this |

tract of land would arise in case an Executive order is promulgated adding it to the
reservation. The Supreme Court held, in the case of In re Wilson (140 U. 8. Reports
p. 575), that the White Mountain Indian Reservation (within the Territory of
Arizona), created in the first instance by order of the President in 1871, was a legally
constituted Indian reeervation, such being the case although no such reservation
existed when the Territory of Arizona was organized on February 24, 1863 (12 Stata.,
684) ; that whatever doubts there might have been, if any, as to the validity of such
Executive order are put at rest by the act of Congress approved February 8, 1887
(28 Btata., 388), the first clause of which is: .

‘“That 1n all cases where any tribe or band of Indians has been or shall hereafter
be located upon any reservation created for their use, either by treaty stipulations or
by virtue of an act of Con or Executive order setting apart the same for their
use, the President of the United States be, and he berebg is, authorized, whenever
in his opinion any reservation, or any part thereof, of such Indians is advantageous
for agricultural and grazing pur, , to cause faid reservation, or any part thereof,
to be surveyed, or resurveyed if necessary, and to allot the lands in said reservation
in severalty to any Indian located thereon, in quantities as follows.”

Buch is the doctrine as laid down by the SBupreme Court of the Untted States, and
Congress has in numerous cases recognized the titles of Indians to lands set aside for
them by Executive orders by ratifying the agreement made with them and by appro-
priating money to pay for the lands ceded. This was done in several instances rub-
sequently to the a{;&mval of the act of February 8, 1887. The action of that body,
however, has not been uniforin in such cases. By a clause contained in the Indian
appropriation act for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1891 (26 Stats., 355), Congress
recognized the title of the Colville Indians to an Executive order reservation and
authorized the President to appoint a commission to negotiate with them for such
{x)rtion thereof “‘ag maid Indians might be willing to dispose of, that the same may

re openedd to white settlement.”  That body had previously recognized the title in

the act of May B, 1840 (26 Stats., p. 102), granting a right of way to the Spokane
Falls and Northern Railway Compuny, wherein 1t was provided that before any
lands should be taken by said company the consent of the Indians should be first
obtained in & manner satisfactory to the President of the United States. That body,
however, repudiated ita action recognizing the title of the Colville Indians when the
agrcement made under the provisions of the act of June 30, 1891, above cited, was
presented for ratification,

The Navajo Indians already possess a vast tract of country—really an empire
within itself. It is true the land is not very valuable, owing to the scarcity of water
and the lack of grass; but if the Government rshould now attempt to take it from
them without their consent serious trouble would doubtless arise.  They are a power-
ful tribe, having a population, as indicated, of 20,500. They believe that the reserva-

erefore, of this sum would practically

e work of irrigation already begun upon .,

£

e ey

e

Vligy of
* gubmitsed t0 and an
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tire bebeyze tn them, not only that embraced within the said treaty, but also that
eoxvred by the executive onlers.  Should the reservation-be enlanred, a8 proposed,
thwy wrall mae to believe that the lands were their own; that they were entitled
53 the wee of the mme for any purpores whatever, whether for grazing or agriculture,
ki they be made available A)r the latter purpose by a system of irrigation, and in
vhew of the decision of the Supreme Court, above cited, it is doubtful whether the
hsade coakd be restored to the public domain without compensating the Indians
theerefior.

In vhew of all the facts and circumstances surrounding the case, I am constrained
b the opd that it woull be unwise to extend the boundaries of the Navajo
Reservatma as indicated by the inspector, and have the honor to recommend that

be 8ot a0 extended.

11 is more desirable to further develop the system of irrigation and water supply
immgerated apon the present Navajo Reservation than to enlarge the same by adding
thereso the and tract of country west of the Navajo and Moqui reservations.

Ly receipt of Baperintendent Butler’s re as to the necessity and practica-
Lapr the work of irrigation u%ome reservation theymuter will be
estimate made of the amount required to be appropriated
by Congress for such work.
With these remarks I respectfully submit the matter for your consideration and
fan! determination.
The in the case are herewith inclosed, and s copy of this report transmitted.

: respectfully, your obedient servan
i y 5 W. A. Joxzs, Commissioner.
The Bacenraxy or vRE Drrzmion.

Deraxtuxxr or THE INTERIOR,
Washington, Augqust 29, 1899.

e After further consideration of the report of United States Indian Inspector
MeLaoghlin relstive to the extension of the Navajo Indian Reservation in Anzona,
#a connection with yoar report of the 15th ultimo, I am satisfied, taking into consid-
erazion the interests of both the Indians and the whites, that the reservation should
e ealaryed, as recommended by the inspector, provided Co will approprinte
the necewwry moneys to the improvements of the settlers living within the
tract moght to be added to the reservation. I therefore have to request that copica
of Inwector Mclaughlin's report and accompanying papers be , together
with an estimate of appropriation necessary for the purpose named, for transmision
by the Department to Congress.

1 the Congress shall appropriate the moneyr neceamary to pay the scttlers, the ree-
ervation can then be enhrge«f by Executive order, as recommencded by the inspector.

The 'grlanru to your letter are herewith returned.

ery reepectfully,
The Cowwmsronxr o INDIAN Arrairs.

E. A. Hitononex, Seretary.

DeparTvENT OF TRR INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN APPAIRS,
Washington, Novewdber 23, 1899,

fra: On June 24, 1899, you advised this office that Inspector James McLaughlin
e instrocted on March 14, 1899, by the Department to procead to the Navajo
Azency, Ariz., make an investigation of the country lying west of the Moqui Reser-
vatia, and report to the Department all necessary information to consider the recom-
merrlations which had previously been made by himself and Maj. Constant Williamne,
then acting Indian agent of the Navajo Agency, to enlange the Navajo Reservation
by extenling the lines in certain directions, and that the inspector had lately per-
$oemad thie service.

Yoa transtitted with your mid letter his report, dated June 13, 1899, and all the
scomempanying papers to this office for its consideration and report upon the same.

The inepector recorumended that the Navajo Reservation be enlanred by extend-
tr:g the line from the southwest corner of the Moqui Reservation due west to the
Listle Colorado River; thence down that stream to the Girand Canyon Forest Reserve;
thence north on the line of that reserve to the northeast corner thereof; thence west
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22 NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION, ARIZONA.

Tusa Crty, ARriz., May 30, 1899.

Schedule of improvements on lands occupied and cultivated by Frnest A. Lee, in Tuba Gy

and Moencopie Wash, Coconino County, Ariz.

House, stone, 14 by 15 feet, pine floor, earth covered.
House, adobe, 18 by 26 feet, 2 rooms, pine floor, earth covered.
Granary, stone, 14 by 24 feet, shingle roof, 1 bin.
Cellar, 10 by 10 feet, walled with stone.
Hogpen, 12'by 14 feet, logs.
Henhouse, 8 by 8 feet, stone, earth covered.
Henhouse, 9 by 9 feet, adobe. )
Stable, 26:;)3' 88 feet, stone, covered with poles and hay,
w pen, 30 by 30 feet, lJumber.
gVellkoi ;vaatgg :g‘f:et deep.‘ 61 )
toc y 4-wire fence, posts 6 feet apart.
402m£fence, 8 and 4 wires, posts 10, 12, and 14 feet apart.
32 rods pole fence, 5 feet higi).
59 rods pole fence, 4 poles per panel.
120 trees, bearing.
57 apricot trees, bearing.
126 apple trees, bearing.
100 apple trees, 5 years old.
12 groen-gage prom tes:bearin ~
green plum trees;
1 mulberry tree, bearing. & :
8 pear trees, bearing.
2(8)5 mmtvli,mm;'mring bearing.
grape vin .
32 large shnd:‘{nu.
47 acres of land, cleared, leveled, and hroken.
22 acres alfalfa.
16:73’112"05 of water right in Moencopie and Reservoir Washes Water System, cost,
28 hours’ water right out of every eight days in Tuba City Water System, which
reﬂm-sents ditches through town. .
Total appraised value of furegoing schedule, $2,700.

Tusa Crry, ARiz., May‘;o, 1899.

Schedule of improvements on lands oocupied and cultivated by Seth Tunner, in Resercoir
Wash, Coconino County, Ariz.

House, adobe, 16 by 27 feet, with addition 14 by 25 feet, pine floors, lumber roof,
earth covered.

13 apple trees, bearing.

26 apple trees, 3 years old.

7 pear trees, bearing.

10 h t bearing,

7 pm trees, bearing,.

19 poplar shade trees.

25 acres of land, grubbwd, leveled, and broken,

300 rods 3-wire fence, posta 8 foet apart,

407 rods of diteh, from 2 to 12 feet decp.

90 rouds of drain diteh, 50 rods of whicl]x is under ground,

$30 water right in Reservoir Wash Water Systens.

Total appraised value of foregoing schedule, $1,775.

Tusa Crrv, Ariz., May 30, 1899.

Schedule of improvements on landa occupied and cultivated by Annie M. Tunner, Tuba
City, Coconino County, Ariz.

House, adobe, 16 by 26 feet, with lumber addition 10 by 16 feet, shingled roof, 3
rooms, pine floors,

Iuuse, adobe, 11 by 21 feet, earth covered, no floor.

Chicken couop, 8 by 11 feet.
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¥AVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION, ARIZUNA. 23

@ rovds § a2l 3 wire fence, poets 7 and 8 feet apart.
3 reds pixket fence, .

6 oeeds pucle Sence, 4 poles high,
Crreal, m wjuare, 5 pales high,
Well 15 feet dewp, rock walled.

34 sp et trees, Im;ing.

WP g trews, bearing.

2 agple trees, bearing.

% tree, Deanng.

§ peat tree, bearing.

R prapevicus,

alfalfs.
Bameryoir, 38 by 72 by 2 feet deep. .
1 l-e-:f' nln’ri‘:ht{)ut of every eight daye in Tuba City water system.
Toral agpeaised value of foregoing schedule, $1,200.

e——

Tusa Orry, Arix., Moy 30, 1899,

; ; ied and cultivated by Joreph Tonner in Tuba ity
‘ “dw&mmw by Joseph ‘ _

Reservoir Coconino County, Ans. .
Bouw. hewn log, 16 by 32 feet, 1 story, shingle roof, pine flcors and ceiling, 8
Bowan, 20 by 50 feet, under construction, with basement 18 by 48 foet, to be !
iled. _

oel .
Bowen, 12 by 14 feet, pine floor, earth covered.
Okh‘:'m:;qmbylﬂ!ut,e-nhcovued.
0 by 12
Cow um-ll.,’ poles, calipen and pigpen of lumber.
b Aty m:ir:; %Tﬂ%?n't tively
by 60 ! eet, reapec 8
:hﬂﬂa mermil ‘r, {ns-ble of mgplying water for 70 acres of land, 30 acres under mid
mmmﬂ'n‘gl about 90 acres of land, 30 acres covered by it under cultivation.
# acvew of measdow land, red-top clover, timothy, and other grasses.
P serer of tand grubbed, leveled, and cultivated.
: h‘ . .
e mi‘.‘!r:ldilch. leading from two bn:)elrvolra to different parts of farm land.

9 independent system, abeolute owner. . . .
mm.«;z:xg, wnlelned with rock 8 by 16 feet, 10 feet high, piped with 1-inch
N into house. . . .
M-::xi:-z'mc‘:, (l’re:i of reservoir water system, averaging 18 inches wide by 12
et e ol . . inch piston pum
5 3ine iron pipe, weighing 7 pounda to the font, with 3-inch pis! pump.
ﬁb: :':‘ o;r; :‘al:(; ﬁpw';:v fence, with posts 6, 10, and 11 feet apart.

Lid apgle azvl trees, 3 to 12 years old,
iz and cherry trees, 5 to 10 years old.
% ageun ea % 10 10 years old.
# srach trers, 7 to 10 yeans old.
3 geagevimen, 8 to 10 veams old.
A large nnmter of currant and gooreberry bushes.
< lar ar=d eottonweod shade treey, 3 to 10 years old.

o N H “ey
ue.s ag peaisest value of foreguing schedule, 4,552,

;

Teaa Crev, Ariz., May 20, 157,

Mefudnds of imprereements on lands oecupicd and eultivated by .Inh.n Trunner in Tl City
N ’ and Moeneupie Wash, Coconing County, Ariz.

oo, alcbe, 18 by 22 feet, with addition 14 by 15 feet, 2 rooms, pine tloors, enrth

o ) .‘,' - - . .t . .
H m::‘!»:-:;!-‘n 12 by 14 feet, shingle roof, pine toors, sides ceiled with 4 and 6 inch

& ez, mugh Jumber overhead.
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