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2 THOMAS READY.

He continnes:

This is the only case, [ belicve, where a piece of land {ineluding 1ts surface) was
taken for said aqueduct extension, and where the owner, by reason of his failure to
accept the appraised value thercof within the period limited therefor, has not been
allowed compensation for his property under the existing law. It seems but just
that for private property so taken compensation should be made, and the circum-
stances of the present case ure such that I deem it a proper one to refer to you, with
a recommendation that should this course meet your approbation s authority be asked
from Congress to pay the claimant the value of his property as fixed by the ap-
praisers, namely, $470.90.

There is, however, nothing of record in the Department to show that
action was taken upon this recommendation.

In connection with an application made to the Department on No-
vember 14, 1892, by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia for
permission to enter upon certain land situated in the vicinity of the
distributing reservoir and the Foxhall and New Cut roads for use in
the extension of the high-water service, under the District appropria-
tion act, approved July 14, 1892 (Laws Tifty-second Congress, first
session, p. 150), it is observed that the land of Mr. Ready is included
therein, and upon submission of the papers to Mr. Attorney-General
Miller, for an opinion as to the status of the condemnation proceedings
entered into under the act of July 15, 1882, previously cited, he returns
them with his views and invites attention to the quoted language of
Mr. Attorney-General Garland, in so far as the property of Mr. Ready
is affected.

The Chief of Engineers reports to me that there is an unexpended
balance of the appropriation “to pay for land to extend aqueduct,”
made by the act of July 15, 1882, more than sufficient to make the pay-
ment to Mr. Ready, which would be available for that purpose but for
the limitations imposed by that act and the supplementary act of
February 26, 1885.

In view of the recommendation made in the letter of Mr. Attorney-
General Garland, I have the honor to recommeud that Congress confer
upon this Department authority to pay from the unexpended balance
of the apporpriation made by the act approved July 15, 1882, to in-
crease the water supply of the city of Washington, and for other pur-
poses, to Mr. Thomas Ready, the sum of $470.90, the appraised value
of his land taken under that act, and for which purpose there is here-
with transmitted a draft of a bill.

Very respecttully,

8. B. ELKINS,

Secretary of War.
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

A bill for the relief of Thomas Ready.

Be 1t enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That notwithstanding the limitation prescribed by the acts of
Congress approved July fifteenth, cighteen hundred and eighty-two, and February
twenty-sixth, eighteen hundred und eighty-five, the Secretary of War be, and he is
hereby, authorized to pay to Thomas Ready, the snm of four hundred and seventy
dollars and ninety cents, out of the unexpended balance of the appropriation of fifty-
one thousand three hundred and seventy dolla r8, to pay for land to extend aqueduct,
made by the act of Congress, entitled “ An act to increase the water supply of the
city of Washington, and for other purposes,” approved July fifteenth, eighteen hun-
dred and eighty-two, which aum shall be in full for the appraised valueot land owned
by the said Thomas Ready and taken by the United States for the requirements and
purposes of that act: Provided, That no payment hereunder shall be made until the

Attorney-General shall have decided that an absolute title to the premises shall vest
in the United States.
=
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NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION.

LETTER

FROM

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

TRANSMITTING,

ion, 1 J 3 the opening of the
nt to House resolution, information relating to
Pursuant Navajo’ Indian Reservation.

1893.—Referred to the Committee on the Public Lands and ordered to
be printed.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, January 24, 1893.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a resolution

from the House of Representatives, viz:
! i irec inform the House
wired, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to in  the
“llliftl:irrcin llllx:ttlxti:e ;rch-r has been issued restoring to the public (}()'lll.l;: "lt"mytl-.;_(\)r;.
tion o[tl;o \’:u-uio Indian Reservatjon, lying in the territory of Utah; au[(l; i :‘;;;’hert-
Le turnish the House with a copy of said order, with a report of all proceeding;
unpder. ) ‘

In reply thereto I transmit herewith copy of Executive ordelxs élimted
November 19, 1892, modifying Executive ord'er’ of May 11, S 1s_o
that all the lands described in said order of May 17, 1884, Wluc'th'le
west of the one hundred and tenth degree of west longitude an;.'\vl ‘t]lln
the Territory of Utah, are restored to the public domain, freed ;onln e
reservation made by said order of May 17, 1884. I inclose mall) s 1'()1W-
ing the Navajo Reservation and the lands relf_torgd by this order; also

Di : the subject.
copies of all correspondence on file on t ) ) )

}l‘he said Executive order was published in the daily Post‘ of this
¢ity on November 20, 1892, There was also given to the press a’comi
munication setting forth all the important facts as to the Orf]k-l'l.l‘“}(
concerning the country thus restored to the public domam,’\%‘;ll)c 1, d?‘
will be perceived from the communication of Mr. Jerome J. Wi er, 0(1
the Associated Press (copy of which is herewith transmitted), reufgll\Lt
wide publication through Associated Press dispatches sent out of date
November 19, 1892, _ . .

The records of the Department and Bureau of Indian Affairs do n({f,
as 1 aw informed, exhibit any recommendation or proceedings as to the
order of May 17,\1884, other than the order itself.

* Omitted in ptintiug‘
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4 NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFI1CE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C., September 30, 1892.

S1r: In compliance with your informal request of yesterday for a statementshow-
ing the number of additions to the Navajo Indian Reservation, located in the Terri-
tories of Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah, a description thereof, and the reasons for
making the same, I have the honor to report that the records of this office show—

1) That the Navajo Reservation was created by treaty comcluded June 1, 1868
(15 Stats., 667), with the Navajo tribe of Indians, embracing the following district
of country, viz:

“Bounded on the north by the thirty-seventh degree of north latitnde, south by
an east and west line pasging through the site of old Fort Defiance, in Cafion Bonito,
east by the parallel of longitude which, if prolonged south, would pass through old
Fort Lyon or the Ojo de Oso (Bear Spring), and west by a parallel of longitude about
109° 30’ west of Greenwich.”

Article 2 of the ssid agreement provided that the reservation should embrace the
outlet of the Cafion de Chilly, amf that the said cafion should be all included in the
reservation,

I have caused to be prepared a tracing of a map of the reservation as it now exists
indicating thereon in red that part of the reservation as originally created by the
8aid treaty.

(2) By zxecutive order dated October 29, 1878, the following tract of conntx:iy
lying in the Territory of Arizona was added to the reservation as originally created,
viz, and it was directed that the same:

‘i Commencing at the northwest corner of the Navajo Indian Reservation on the
boundary line between the Territories of Arizona and Utah; thence west along said
boundary line to the one hundred and tenth degree of longitude west; thence south
along said degree to the thirty-sixth parallel of latitude morth; thence east alon
said parallel to the west boundary of the Navajo Reservation; thence north along sais
west boundary to the place of beginning, be, and the same hereby is, withdrawn from
sale and settlement and set apart as an addition to the present reservation for the
Navajo Indians.”

In a letter addressed to the War Department on the 9th of October, 1878, received
in this office, by proper reference, the late Gen. W. T. Sherman recommended that
an executive order be issued by the President extending the western boundaries of
the Navajo Indian Reservation in Arizona Territory to 109° 45’ west from Green-
wich, or a north and south line that would embrace all of the valley of Chilly
River, as provided in Article 2 of the said treaty above mentioned.

It appears that the whole of the Cafion de Chilly, or Chilly River, was not em-
braced within the limits of the original reservation as provided im said Article 2,
and for this reason the addition above described was made thereto, which addition
is indicated in yellow on the map herewith transmitted.

(3) By executive order dated January 6, 1880, the following-described country
lying within the Territories of New Mexico and Arizona was withdrawn from sale
and settlement and set apart as an addition to the Navajo Indian Reservation as it
then existed, viz:

“Commencing in the middle of the channel of the San Juan River, where the east
line of the Navajo Reservation in the Territory of New Mexico, as established by the
treaty of June 1, 1868 (15 Stat., 667), crosses said river; thence up along the middle
channel of said river to a point 15 miles due east of the eastern boundary line of said
reservation; thence due south to a point due east of the present southeast corner
of said reservation; thence due south 6 miles; thence due west to the one hundred
and tenth degree of westlongitude; thence north along said degree tu the southwest
corner of said reservation in the Territory of Arizona, as defined by executive order
dated October 29, 1878.”

The reasons and necessities for such an extension as set forth in two letters from
the agent and interpreter of the Navajo Agency dated, respectively, October 25, 1879,
and November 29, 1879, and 28 recommended by Col. Buell. then commandant at Fort
Wingate, were that the interior, probably two-thirds of the reservation, as it then
existed, was a platean or high table-land, from 6,000 to 7,000 feet above the sea, being
perfectly dry and arid every summer and covered during the winter with dec¢psnows;
that the flocks of the Indians for many years had grazed far beyond the limits of the
reservation, heing compelled to do so inorder to obtain necessary subsistence; that the
whole country, south and east, was and had been for many years occupied by the
Indians and their flocks; that in the territory added there were a few white sgquat-
ters married to Indian women whose trafic in whisky could be controlled if brought
within the jurisdietion of an Indian agent; that the agent had to drive the agency
beef herd some 25 miles south in order to obtain the necessary pasturage for them,

and that the Indiaus in that locality were compelled to do likewise to obtain sus-
tenance for their flocks and herds.

.
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NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION. 5

This addition to the reservation is indicated in blue on map herewith.

By executive order dated May 17, 1884, it was directed that the executive order
dated January 6, 1880, last mentioned, adding certain lands to the Navajo Reserva-
tion in New Mexico and Arizona, be amended so a8 to exempt from its operation and
exclude from said reservation all those portions of township 29 N., range 14, 15, and
16 W. of the New Mexico principal meridian south of the San Juan River in the
Territory of New Mexico; but by executive order dated April 24, 1886, the lands last
deseribed were withdrawn from sale and settlement and set apart as an addition to
the Navajo Indian Reservation, for the reason that there had been continuous strife
between the Indians and whites thereon growing out of the order restoring said
lande to the public domain; that the relation between them and the whites became
8o strained as to give rise to the most serious apprehension, and that the Indians
were unwilling to give way to the whites, who in turn were determined, as it ap-
pears, to setile on the disputed lands, Indians and whites attempting in some cases
to occupy the same quarter section of land.

On February 17, 1886, United States Special Agent Parsons was specially instructed
by this office with reference to the provisons on the San Juan River and directed to
visit that locality. In a report dated March 10, 1886, the said agent made the fol-
lowing statement:

“In my judgment the only permanent solution of the difficulty on the San Juan
River, will be to add all the land south of that river to the Navajo Reservation,
This land formerly belonged to the reservation, and should never have been taken
away. While it is a strip on the map 15 miles long and 5 miles wide, it is
in fact all desert and mountain, with the exception of about 2,000 acres of
bottom land susceptible of irrigation in the San Juan Valley. This land the
Navajoes must have in order to get to water with their herds and flocks. With
the exception of one or two little springs the Navajoes have no water except at the
San Juan River for nearly 30 miles south of the northern border of the reserva-
tion. The little strip of arable land on the river is of no importance comparatively,
but over it the Indians must pass to get water, and that is of the highest importance.”

On April 6, 1886, Special Agent Parsons, 8. S. Patterson, agent for the Navajoes’
and John H. Bowman, late agent of that agency, sent a joint telegram to this office
to the effect that the entire strip (above described) being about 15 miles long and
5 miles wide, should be restored to the reservation by executive order at once, in
order to put an end to the troubles on the San Juan River; that the river was the
natural boundary of the reservation and that the strip of land referred to ought not
to have been taken from the reservation. This strip is indicated in brown on the
inclosed map.

By executive order dated also May 17, 1884, the following-deseribed 1ands in the ter-
ritories of Arizona and Utah were withheld from sale and settlement, and set apart
as & reservation for Indian purposes, viz:

“Beginning on the one hundred and tenth degree of west longitude at 36° 30’
north latitude (the same being the northeast corner of the Moqui Indian Reserva-
tion); thence due west to the une hundred and eleventh degree thirty minutes est
longitude; thence due nerth to the middle of the channel of the Colorado River;
thence up and along the middle of the channel of said river to its intersection with
the San Juan River; thence up and along the middle channel of San Juan River to
west boundary of Colorado (32° west longitude, Washington meridian); thence due
south to the thirty-seventh parallel north latitude; thence west along said parallel
%o the one gundred and tenth degree of west longitude; thence due south to place of

eginning.

With the provision, however, that any tract or tracts within the region of country
which was settled upon or occupied or to which valid rights had attached under ex-
isting laws of the United States prior to the date of the order should be excluded
from the reservation.

The drafts of the Executive orders dated May 17, 1884, the one segregating the
lands as described from the reservation, the other enlarging the reservation consid-
erably on the north and west, were prepared in this office, and it knew nothing
about them until they had been issuned.

For your further information I inclose another map, showing to some extent the
topography the reservation.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. V. BELT,
Acting Commissioner,
The EXCRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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WASIUINGTON, D. C., November 17, 1892.

. he 20th of September last I addressed yon a letter, eopy of which is at-
t:lﬁ]‘):(:l ?1?1:'10, 1-m|m-slin}_-' that yon submit to the President for his action the pro-
priety of modifying Executive order of I’resident Arthur dated May 17, 1884, with-
drawing from settlement certain lands in Utah and Arizona and a(’attmg them apart
as g reservation for Indian purpoeses. A copy of President Arthur’s order is set out
in my letter above mentioned. .

Upon the day following the delivery of my letter to yon you advised me verbally
that the same had heen submitted to the President and that he desired some further
information as to the existence of the placer deposits mentioned in my letter, the
character of the country, and whether same is occupied by Indians, and the publie
interests that would be subserved by modifying President Arthur’s order and re-
storing to the public domain a portion of the lands covered thereby. Prior to that
time, as I then informed you, an exploring party had been sent out by Mr. T. R.
Gable, general superintendent of the Atlantic and P'acific Railroad Company, with a
view of obtaining further and more accurate information as to the character of the
country, its mineral deposits, and the practicability of locating and building a line
of railroad connecting with the Atlantic and Pacific and extending northwardly to the
Grand Caifion of the Colorado. This party left Winslow, Ariz., September 10 and
returned October 25, remaining in the neighborhood of the San Juan River about
thirty days. Iam now able to submit full and definite information upon all the
points suggested by you in verified statements of the persons composing the party,
all of which statements are corroborative of the statements in my letter of September

. They are us follows: .
29First.e)(y)omm\mication from J. P. Williams and I. B, Williams, dated October 27

verified by atfidavit. . .
aué]ec::nld. Le&er of Lewis Minser, bearing same date and verified by affidavit.

Third. Letter of E. A. Sawyer, bearing same date and verified by affidavit.

Fourth. Letter of K. C. Henley, beariug same date and verified by affidavit.

Fifth. Letter of Irwin M. House, assistant engineer of the‘ Atlantic and Pacifie
Railroad Company, bearing same date and verified by affidavit.

Sixth. Letter of T. R. Gabel, addressed to Judge Sterry, inclosing copy of letter
addressed by Mr. Gabel to David L. Shipley, United States Indian agent for the
Navajos, and Avzent Shipley’s answer to said letter, dated October 17. .

Seventh. Letter of Judge C. N. Sterry, general attorney of the Atlantic and
Pacific Railroad Company, dated November 12,1892, and addressed to me.

The facts disclosed by these various communications, all of which are entitled to
the most implicit credence, elearly show that the portion of the reservation lying
west of the one hundred and tenth meridian of west longitude and north of the
Moqui Reservation is an absolute waste and barren desort, incapable of occupation
for agricultural, svazing or any other than minegal purposes; that along the San
Juan River in Utah between the one hundred and tenth meridian of west longitude
and the junction of the San Juan River with the Grand Cafion of the Colorado are
valuable placer deposits capable of heing snecessfully worked; that neither the
Navajo nor any other tribe of Indians occupy or have occu].)l_ud the region covered

by that portion of the President’s order as to which a moditication is desired; that
inasmuch as the country north of the center of the San Jnan River is already free to
settlement it will be very diflicult, if not impossible, to prevent trespasses and en-
croachments to the south side of the river, thus engendering many diflicult and
embarrassing complications: and, finally, that the public interests will be largely
subserved by opening this mineral region to scttlement. .

1 beg, therefore, to ask that, if you approve of the views herein expresseg, you
will submit the papers to the President with the recommendation that the Execu-
tive order of May 17, 1881, he so modified as to open to settlement all of that portion
of the reservation west of the one hundred and tenth meridian, or that portion west
of the one hundred and tenth meridian and north of the south line of Utah Territory.

retfull
very respe v Gro. R. PECE.
Hon. Joun W. NonLy,
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.

OCTOBER 27, 1892,

DEAR SIR: At the request of Mr, T. IR, Gabel, general superintendont of the At-
lantic and Pacific Railvoad Company, we make the following statement for your
information concerning a portion of Avizona and Utah, which was and is within the
Indian reservation created by Kxecutive order of President Chestor A. Arthur, of

ate of May 17, 1884 . .

d‘b\t\?(;, t{\l[e )111141,01'sig|wd, J. . Willismus and 1. B. Williams, ]mye ll've(l sinee '1881
about 3 wmiles west of the west line of the Moqui Indian Reservation, in the Territory
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of Arizona, and north of an east and west line running through the center of snch
reservation; and during that time we have been engaged in traflic in the way of
bitying hides and wool from settlers and Indians, and have become veory familiar
with the Indians who occupy the Navajo Reservation and the Moqui Reservation,
Wae speak the Navajo language, and that is the language spoken largely by the
Moqui Indiaus.

During this time we have been prospecting over the country west and north of
where we live every year and are perfectly familiar with all that country embraced
within the President’s orderreferred to, which lies west of the one hundred and tenth
degree of longitude, and we statr, from our own personal knowledge of this country
and from our talks with the Indians, that that entire portion of the country west of
the one hnndred and tenth degree of longitude which was embraced in the Execu-
tive order referred to is an absolutely barren desert, incapable of supporting either
people or animais, and is of no practical nse in the world except for the purposes of
mining such minerals as are contained in it. :

During the entire time that we have lived where we now live no Indians of any
tribe have occnpied that portion of the country referred to, and the only Indians
ever there within our knowledge, or within our information, are those occasionally
traveling from other parts of the country who cross this strip of country in their
Journeyings.

We have discovered a very large body of placer mines, extending, in our judg-
ment, a distance of 25 miles along and on both sides of the San Juan River; these
Placers are practically divided by the river itself, and are, in our Judgment, about
25 miles in width, althongh they may not be snsceptible of being worked but a short
distance from the river, owing to lack of water. While we have never washed out
any gold for the purpose of having an assay made 80 as to determine the richness of
the placers, we have no hesitation in saying that they are remarkably rich, as upon
the surface the sand taken at any place will show the color of gold.  These placers
consist of both black and white sands, and are of quite a depth, the exact depth of
which, even on ah average, we are unable to state. We believe these placers will
pay at least $10 a is;a.rd in gold, and we think this to be a very conservative estimate.

Knowing that this land was within the reservation embraced in this Executive
order, we have never attempted to work these placers, but have known of them and
kept watch of them for nearly ten years. We also state that that portion of the
country between the San Juan River and the north lineof the Moqui Reservation is,
in our judgment, very rich in silver and copper and other metals. There is no

ractical use to which any of that portion of this reservation referred to can be put,
or Indians or for other people, except mining. It can not he irrigated, owing to
the character of the river and the high and precipitous bluffs that cxist along its
banks, save and except at plices where there are bottoms extending a half mile or
g0 in width, as af the point where these placer mines are situated.
Very respectfully, yours,
J. P. WILLIAMS,

I. B. WiLL1AMS,
Hon. JorN W. NoBLE,

Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.

TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO, County of Bernalillo, ss:

J. P. Williams and 1. B. Williams, being each duly sworn, npon his oath eays
that he signed the above and foregoing letter, and that the matters anid things
therein contained are true, as he verily believes.

J. P. WILLIAMS,
I. B. WiLL1AMS.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of Octoter, 1892,

[sEAL.] Kanru A. SNYDER,
United States Commissioner.

OcTOoRER 27, 1802,

DEAR Br: At the request of Mr. T. R. Gabel, gencral superintendent of the At-
lantic and Pacific Railroad Company, I make the following statement to vou con-
cerning a portion of the Indian reservation ereated by Executive order of President
Chester A. Arthur, of date of May 17, 1834

I am a machinist, aud have been working for some time past in the shops of the
Atlantic and Pacitic Railroad Company at Winslow, Ariz.

1 am, also, a practical miner, having had four or five years of actual experience in
Placer mining. Having visited the placer mines discovered by Mr. J. P. Williams
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on the San Juan River, and situated, so far as the south half of the river and the
south side of it is concerned, within the reservation referred to, I desire to say
that the country west of the one hundred and tenth degree of longitude and north
of the north line of the Moqui Reservation is, in my judgment, an absolute barren
desert, incapable of supporting animal life and incapable of being used for any pur-
pose except that of mining.

I mado two visits to these placer mines for the purpose of examining the character
and quality of the same, with Mr. J. P. Williams, and during these visits I have ex-
amined the topography of the country as well as 1 could, and its general character,
and am satisfied that no Indians of any tribe, either now or for many years in the
past, have occupied any portion of this reservation that lies west of the one hun-
dred and tenth degree of longitude. That portion of the placer lands which is sit-
uated so as to be worked with the water from the San Juan River is, in my judg-
ment, very rich. At neither of the times that I have been there have we made any
examination to determine the richness of these placers, nor have we attempted to
mine any of the gold contained in them, except to wash out pans of the same along
the river at intervals of 15 or 20 miles. It would be impossible to give any
exact result, but my judgment is, from all that I have seen, that these placers will
yield at least $10 a yard on the surface, and this would be a remarkably profitable
yield in consideration of the water facilities for working the same.

A large amount of placer ground lies away from the river, where its utility at
present amounts to very little; but from what I have seen snd heard, 1 am satisfied
that the country west of the one hundred and tenth degree of longitude that is in-
cluded in this reservation is very rich in silver, copper, and iron; and I have no
hesitation in saying that the only use which this country ever could be put to would
be that of mining, and that to open it would, in my judgment, very largely increase
the output of both gold and silver in the Unined States for the next ten or fifteen
years.
Very respectfully, yours,

Lxwis MINSER.
Hon., JoEN W. NOBLE,
Secretary of the Inierior, Washington, D. C.

TERRITORY OF NEW MEX1C0, County of Bernalillo, se:
Lewis Minser, being sworn on his oath, says: That he signed the above and fore-
%oing letter, and that the matters and things therein contained are true, a8 he verily
elieves.
: Lrwis MINSER.

Subseribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of October, 1892.
[8EAL.] KARL A, SNYDER,
Dnited States Commissioner.

OcToBER 27, 1892.

DEAR SIR: At the requestof Mr. T. R. Gabel, general superintendent of the Atlan-
tic and Paciffic Railroad Company, I make the following statement concerning a
portion of the Indian reservation created by Executive order of President Chester A.
Arthur, of date of May 17, 1884:

I am a merchant, doing business at Gallup, in the Territory of New Mexico, having
business relations with Julius Lesser, of Winslow, Arizona Territory, and having
had some experience in mining matters, I accompanied the expedition referred to
by Mr. House in his letter to you, which I have read, for the purpose of ascertain-
ing the character of the country from Winslow to the San Juau River, including some
coal fields that lie west of the Moqui Reservation, on Government land.

1 made as carefnl an examination of the land and the conntry as I could, and saw
ag much of it as T conld seo during this expedition, for the information of Mr. Gabel
and my partner, Mr. Lesser, and have to state that the country is a barren desert,
go far a8 my observation gocs and so far as I could learu from anyone having knowl-
edge of the country, and that it is perfectly useless for any purpose whatever except
the purposes of mining.

I believe all of the country lying north of the Moqui Reservation and west of the
one hundred and tenth degree of longitude carries a lurge amount of mineral, and
from what I have seen of the placer deposits situated in that country I am satisfied
that they are very large in extent and very rich.

I am perfectly satisfied that there are no Indians of any tribe occupying this
country or any portion of it, except as they occasionally travel across it.

Very respectfully, yours,
E. A. SAWYER.

Hon. JorN W. NOBLE,
Scoretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.

R
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TERRITORY OF NEW MrXx1c0, County of Bernalillo, ss:

E. A. Sawyer, being sworn, on his oath says that he signed the ab
going letter, and that the matters and things therein stag:i are :r:eot‘:: :g %gr);.l&
believes. ’ ’
E. A. SAWYER.
Subscribed and sworn to before nie this 27th day of October, 18y2.

[8EAL.] KARL A, SNYDER,
United Staies Commissioner,

DEAR SIR: At the st of Mr. T. R. G perintondont of the &
E : A request of Mr. T. R. Gabel, general superintendent of
;ﬁt&g ‘?1(1)% tlilaécllﬁc‘Balhoad C:.mpany, t{a dml::,ke the followingpstatementr::ox?ceiﬁgngA t:;
ndian reserva i i
Axithur, of dote ot dlag rery 88«1(:11 crea y Executive order of President Chester A.
[ was one of the party which accompanied Mr. iti
to I1’1:1 his let:er to you, gvhich I have rgad. House on the expedition referred
revious to going on this expedition, I h: i i illi
Mciqui Re:erf;radtion, for some nge months. ave lived with Mr. Williams, near the
am satisfied, from all I saw on the expedition, that all of the reservati
by President Arthur on‘May 17, 1884, lylug west of the one hundred and‘:;ltlll; ?ide:3
gree of longitude, is a perfectly barren desert, useless for Indian purposes, or for
any purpoges in the world except the purposes of mining. ’
I am satisfied from the observations and explorations that we made that the

country is very rich in mineral wealth, and if
output of gold, Silve{i and copper. e shrown open would afford large

Very respectfully, yours,

Hon. Joun W. NoBLE,
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.

K. C. HENLEY.

TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO, County of Bernalillo, ss:

K. C. Henley, being duly sworn, on his oath says that he signed the above and

P A A .
I;:}xﬁgg;gg letter, and that the matters and things therein stated are true, as he verily

- K. C. HENLEY.
?:bscribed and sworn to beforeme this 27th day of October, 1892.

. KARL A. SNYDER,
United States Commissioner.

ATLANTIC AND PAGIFIC RATLROAD COMPANY, Law DEPARTMENT,

Albuquerque, N. Mex., October 27, 189
DeAR SIR: At the vequest of Mr. T. R. Gabel ) in the &
Dr 6 r . T. R. l, general superintend f -
},1 ::ttllg xi":)(tl' tl}’)a;c}t:lg il:}iﬂli;)s:(ll'v (;g;upany, {;x‘nia-ke the followingpstatemen:]::%;cegnlﬁn‘g“a
: o] i i
;\.lArthlll:, plf date ot ML 18811 :crea ed by executive order of President Chester
am acivil engineer by profession, and assistant engineeron the A tlantic ; ’aei
}tﬁ:\l'ggnl(\ll-inssncx’-ml(;tlimsago I wmnf, in company witlf" J. P. “‘ill?:ﬁlls?‘;t‘l'dj‘u\l\gli;l?':'lll:‘:}c
«owis Minser, K. A, Suwyer, sud K. C. Henléy, from Winsl iz., on the lino of
tho Atlantic and Pacific R:miiru:ul, to that poriion of the!:‘fas(:a‘rv\’raAtirélzl.,cggzl‘t‘:'tl;:l {)l;/l etl(x)g
degree of Iongitud'e west and north of the north ;‘{ﬁ:t:{ gll;g
he purpose of maklnkg a cail.rgt'ul examination of that country,
. , knowledge of its general characteristi
r a railroad, and to investigatg the mineral 32150;;::;
We weré gone from Winslow from the 10th of September, 1892, until the 25th of
vatiu(;l ref:]arred to about thirty days.
! me, and made as careful obse i
acter as I could within the time, and I have no i(;s‘;%;:;‘i)gg

barren desert, incapable

1 had a solar and a prismatic compass with m




L0Z-LLY9ND

nine . irtcm g ARRAN

N

b
i

i
%
l

/£8600NN

10 NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION.

I am satistied that there are very large and rich ineral deposits there, consisting
of both large placer deposits and of copper and silver ore, contained in rock in place.
I am also satisfied that the country is entirely unoccapied by Indians of any tribe,
we never having seen a single Indian, except some few Indians who came 'from
another part of the reservation to our party for the purpose of selling us food; but
these Indians did not live on this portion of the reservation. .

In order to reach this portion of the reservation from Winslow, it would probably
require a route across the northwest corner of the Moqui Indian Reservation.

I have read the letter signed by Mr. J. P. Williams and his son, and am satisfied
that the statements contained in it are correct from the observations made by my-
self on this trip, both as to the character of the country and as to the mineral wealth
of the country. +fall

ur
Very xespoc Vo YOUuL IrvIN M. HOUBE.
Hon, JoHN W. NOBLE,
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D, C.

TERRITORY OF NEW MEXIco, County of Bernalillo, ss: )
1. M. House, being sworn, on his oath says that he signed the above and foregoing

d things therein stated are true, as he verily believes.
letter, and that the matters an g8 » 88 be verily belore

Subsoribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of November, 1892,
[sEaAL.} KARL A. SNYDER,
United States Commissioner.

ATLANTIC AND PAciric RAiLROAD COMPANY,
Albuquerque, N. Mex., October 25, 1892.
DEAR Sir: inclose herewith a letter from Mr. David L. Shipley, Indian agent
of the Navajo Reservation, in response to a letter written by me to him under date

of October 5, copy of which is also attached.

Hoping this letter will be of assistance, I am, respectfully, yoqll"-s,R. Ganer,

General Superintendent.

Judge C. N. STERRY,
General Attorney, City.

a

ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY,
Albuquerque, N, Mex., October 5, 1892.

DEAR SIR: On May 17, 1884, President Arthur issued an Executive order with-

drawing certain lands in Arizona and Utah from sale and settlement, and set the -

game apart for Indian purposes. Included in the land so withdrawn is a body of
land between the one hundred and teuth and one hundred and cleventh degrees of
longitude, and extending from the northeast corner of the Mogni Rescrvation to the
Colorado River, and up its chanunel to the juuctiqn of the San Juan River, and thence
up the center of the San Juan River and extending along it east of the one hundred
nd tenth degree of longitude, i .
* gzlrties w)g) are largzly interested in the Atlantie and Pacific Railroad Company
are proposing to build a feeder for this company {frem some point on the line ot its
railroad in Avizona to the Grand Cafion of the Colorado. and north acress the San
Juan River between said degrees of longitnde.  In order to do this they desire to
procure a modification of this letter of withdrawal, in so far as the Iands embraced
within it which lie between these two degrees of longitnde are concerned, so that
they will no longer be held for Indisn parposes.  Apphiestion has been made to the
honorable Secretary of the Interior to have such mo.litication made, and in oriter
that he may aet intelligently upon the matter it is de«ired that certain information
coneerning the land embraced in this Territory be obtiined from these who have
the best knowledge of it, to be furnished to the honorable Secretary in connection
with such application. .

You are of course aware that while this reservation created by this order has Inon
printed on the maps issned by the Interior Department as a part of the Navajo Rese:r-
vation, yet that it never has in fact been made o part of such reservation, as it was
reserved for Indian purposes only, and not attached by the order to any existirg
reservation.

P S
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Knowing your perfect familiarity with the Navajo Reservation, with the Navajos
themselves, and with this country I have ventnred to write to yon requesting you
bo kindly furnish me such information as you may be possessed of in response to the
following qucstions:

(1) Does the country between the one hundred and tenth and one hundred and
eleventh degrees of longitude, west and north of the north line of the Mogui Reser-
vation extended west betwoen these two degrees, contain any subsistence for man or
beast, or ix it & desert containing no grazing lands?

(2) Do the Navajos, or any other Indiauns, occupy the country referred to in the
former question for any purpose?

(3) In what way, if in any, would the country referred to be of any practical use
or benefit to the Navajo Indian, or to any other Indians, for any purpose whatever?

(4) In your judgment would the withdrawal of that portion of the country from
the reservation created by President Arthur’s order be in any way detrimental to
the Navajo Indians, or to any other Indians?

(5) Would such withdrawal in any way ereate any disturbance of existing condi-
tions, so far as the Navajos are concerned, or of their rights or claimed rights?t

Hoping to hear froi you in response to this letter at as early a date a8 you can
convenicntly answer it, I am,

Very respectfully, yours,

General Superintmzient.
Davip L. SmipLry, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent, Navajo Agency, N. Mez.

——

UNiTED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Navajo Agency, N. Mex., October 17, 1898.
T. R. GABEL,

General Superintendent Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company,
Albuquerque, N. Mex.:

SIR: Absence from the agency prevented my replying to your communication of
October 5 at an earlier date.

In reply to question 1, from the best information obtained and from my own
knowledge, the land embraced within the limits of one hundred and tenth and one
handred and eleventh degrees and north of the north line of the Moqui Reservation
is entirely worthless, It is wholly a sandstone mes: country, with occasional patches
of valley lund not susceptible of cultivation by ¢ven the rude Indian methods. It
is almost waterless; in fact, a barren, rocky desert.

(2) Neither do the Navajoes norany other Indiaus occupy this strip of territory to
any marked extent. What few occupants it has are ot the very worst order, and
they are only there for what protection its seclusion offers.

(3) As this territory is wholly anfit for farming or grazing purposes, and as these
are the ouly known resonrces this strip of land has, it is of no praetical use or benefit
to either the Navajoes or any other Indians unless the Government could inzugurate
4 gystem of irrigation which would make it practical for farming purposes, and I
think it improbable that such a system could be successtully carried out without an
extraviagant expense that would more than equal the good result that could be
derived,

(4 20d 5) As this strip of land is neither occupied by the Navajoes, nor can it be
tilled or used for grazing purposes by these or any other Indians, I can see no way
in which its withdrawal would in any wise act as a detriment or be an injustice to
this people, or cause dissatisfaction among them, so long as the now existing condi-
tions are allowed to continue.

Respectiully, yours,
Davip L. SureLEY,
United States Indian Agent,

NoveMrrr 12, 1892,
Drar Str: In aceordance with your request for areport from me as to what knowl-
edge or iuformation I have gathered coneeraing placer mines recently discovered on
the San Juan River, in Utah, I have the honor to inake the fllowing report :
In the early part of S8eptember, Mr. Gabel. our general superintendent, sent a party,
consisting of the ussistaut engineer of our road und some other gentlemen, to make
a reconnoissance tor a line of road from Winslow, on the line of the Atluntic and

H. Ex. 30——34
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Pacifie, north throwgh smine extonsive coal ficlds, to 2 crossing of the San Juan
River, and also to establish n point on the Grand Cafion of the Colorado River for
either a terminus or & crossing,

You are aware of the very extensive coal fields that are sitnated north of Winslow,
and of the large deposits of alum, and some other minerals, upou and adjacent to
these lunds, and also, of the tact that theso coal fields are soms 300 miles nearer to
the State of California, which is without coal, than any other coal fields east of
Californin; and that it was determined to ascertain this tall the feasibility and the
practicability of establishing a brauch road at least to these fields, and probably
beyond them, provided the mineral alleged to have been discovered in this San Juan
eountry should turn ont sufliciently to jnstify sueh an extension,

At the time of your return from Washington, the first of October, this party had
been gone nearly amonth, and it was expected in every day; tinally, owing to our
desire to obtain the information which you wished to obtain in order to lay the same
before Mr, Secretary Noble, we dispatched a specinl messenger to find this party.
This messenger himself got lost (althongh he was a Navajo Indian), but finally
siiceeeded in linding the party, and in delivering to them our imperative instruc-
tions to at once return in order to make such report as they should at the time be
able to make, and to have it furnished to you in time to have action taken upou it
this mouthin order that if anything should be attempted to be dunc betore spring,
provisions might be sent ont for the men and animals, and before the spows of the
high altitudes over which they would have to pass would render their return im-
possible.

The party was engagod in making preliminary surveys, and not knowing the de-
sirability of having corvect nssays in relation to these placers (which had theretofore
been discovered by Mr, Willinmg, of that party) made, to determine their value, had
only panned out twelve small pans of gravel, and theretors only brought in the re-
snlt of these twelve pans; consequently, I am unable to give you as full information
upon the subject of the value of these placers as I could wish to be able to.

These twelve pans were washed out by Mr. Sawyer, agentleman with whom I am well
acquainted and in whose integrity I have the utmost confidence, and he assured me
that the dirt washed out was not selected or picked, but was simply an average of
what the whole country apparently was. The result of the analysis of the product
of these twelve pans disclosed that they had yielded 5 cents worth of gold, 1t is
claimed that 640 pans make a cubie yard of sand such as this that was washed, apd
2 cubie yards will make, practically, a ton in weight. The result, you see, lignred
on this hasis, would make these placers yicld at the rate of over $5 per ton, which is
& very remarkably rich yield, considering the fact that the dirt which was washed
was from the surtace, and considering the further fact that this sand ruuns to a depth
ol 18 or 20 feet before the bedrock is reached, aud that there is great abundanco of
water with which to wash these sands, either by sluices or by hydraulic process.

Iu order that you may fally appreciate how rich this yield is, 1 desire to quoto from
an article by W. Chandler Roberts, v, . 5., assayer Royal mint, London, in volame
10 of the Bneyelopedia Brittanica, on pages 740 to 755,

Under the subhicading of his article on proportion of gold in deposits, he says:

“A rich golid-hearing deposit is quantitatively very different from one to which the
same termis applied when containing ores ol other metals.  Iu the latter the useful
matevial must, as arole, formea considerable portion, one or more parts in a hundred,
of the massy while in the former, owing to the superior value of the product, it
ravely attains as mueh as I per centy and is generadly very mueh less, the amount
of goll contained in ensily worked alluvial deposits being often extremely small.
Tror exanple, the yield of the Siherian gold washings ranges from 12 grains to 1
pennyweight, 12 oreins per tang while in tho lodes, which are move diftieult and ex-
pensive to work the proportion is about 8 penuyweights per ton.  In the alluvial
washings of Californin it is estimated at abont 2 shiltings worth, equal to about one-
fortieth of an onuee perton of gravel,  In Anstralia the alluvial sround worked in
the colony Vietoria in 1878 is returned as avernging 25 ciainsper ton, orabout double
the ahove quantity.”

In a note onthie bottom of the page it is stated that 1 penuyweisht per ton corre-
spouds to one parb in 633,355 by weight, and aboug one in five or six millions by vol-
unie.

Mr. Galiel, while recently in California, was informed hy people oxiremely weoll
posted in placer mining that 30 cents ver yand was a very rich yvields and from my
own canveraitions with mining experi b am salisfied that rom 10 cents to $1 per
yardis an extramely vieh yvield for placer mines on the average, and that where
there ds pleniv of water they ean be worked to a large advantase at 50 cents per
yard. Hocosts on oy road from 10 (o 25 cents {o move a yard of suel gravel as that
oit the viver, feve theve B an abundanee of water all the expense of running a
thive hoxopaaetioadly, is (he movement of the ground into the hox, the water doing
the balanee; and, therelore, saying that it would cost 25 cents a yard to get i into
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the sluice box, and that it wonld pay 50 cents a yard, washing it would practieally
leave a net result of 25 cents & yard. .

These people who are out on this reconnaissance inform me that they made ex-
aminations of the ground for 25 miles along the river, and that from such examina-
tions they do not believe that n single pan of the ground could be washed which
would not show the color. They lelieve that for a great many miles from where
they were on the river to the (irand Cafion of the Colorado the river hed neces-
sarily contains a large amonnt of this deposit. The same deposit has been found
ou the Colorado helow the junction of the S8an .Juan,

I furnish you herewith some affidavits from these persons, and I can state that
each one of the parties making theso aflidavits is personally known to me, and that
1 believe them to be straighttorward, houest, reputable men, and belicve that their
statements, contained in their affidavits, vcan absolutely be relied upon.

Assuming these statements to be true, and assuming that the result we have re-
ceived shows a fair average, you will understand at a glance of what immense benefit
to the public it wonld be to throw these fields open to mining, as it will be .reudlly
perceived that the output in gold {rom such 2 large field would necessarily for some
years be great, and necessarily add to the amount of that commeodity in the markets
of the world.

These fields, as I understand from the reports of these parties, are practically
divided by the river, and in view of that fact it will become absolutely impossible
to keep people from crossing over and trespassing on the lands that lie south of the
south half of the channel of the river. It has become known along the line of our
road that these mines have been discovered, and there is a great excitement existing
at places, and parties are outfitting for the purpose_ of at once going out; and I see
no reason why a very large commnunity should not be established there in the very

near future.

Owing to the fact of these parties organizing to go out at once it is of the utmost
importance that it should be defermined as to whether the reservation that now
exists south of the center of the chanucl of the river shall be retained or whether it
will be set aside for the public good at the earliest practicable moment.

Hoping that 1 have given to you such information as may be of use, I am,

Very respectfully, yours,
C.M. STERRY,
General Attorney Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company.
Hon. Geo. R. I'rex,
General Solicitor Aichison, Topeka and Sonta Fe Railroad Company,
Topeka, Kans.

{Publication of Execntive order., From the Washington, D. C., Post of November 20, 1892.]

EXECUTIVE MAXNSION,

Pashington, D, C., November 19, 1892.
1t is hereby ordered that the Executive order of May 17, 1884, by P’resident Ches-
ter A. Arthur, withdrawing from sale and scttlement, and retting apart as a reser-
vation for Indian purposes, certain lands in the Territories of Utah and Avizona, he,
aund the same hereby is, modified so that all the lands deseribed in said order which
lie west of the one hvndred and fenth degree of west longitude and within the Ter-
ritory of Utah be, and the same hereby are, restored to the public domain, freed

from the reservation made by said order.
Benxs. HannrisoN.

ASSOCIATED PRESS Burrau,
Washington, 1. C., January 18, 1893,
Str: In response to your ingniry as to the extent of the publication in the news-
papers of the President’s order of November 19, 1892, restoring to the publie domain
ceriain Innds in Litah herelofore held in reservation under the order of 'resident
Arthur dated May 17, 1831, 1 have to say that the information contained in the in-
closed slip was veecived hy me from you November 19, 1892, and was tranmitted
through the Associnted Press to the press generally thronglhiout the West. It re-
ceived a wide publication, appearing on the morning of November 20,
1 append a clippiug of the matter referred to as it appeared in the Western papers.
Very respectiully,
< Jrrome J. WILBUR,
Representative of the Associated Presa,
Hon. Joux W, NonrLn,
Secretary of the Interfor,
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WasmiNGTON, D. C., November 19.

By Executive order of this date the President has restored to the public domain
all the lands described in the Lxecutive order of May 17, 1884, by President Arthur,
that lie west of the 110th degree of west longitude aud within the Territory of Utah.
The order of President Arthur mentioned withheld from sale and settlement and sct
apart for Indian purposes a very much larger tract that, besides the lands now
restored, extended cast in Utalh to the Colorado line, and south into Arizona to the
north line of the Moqni Reservation. The lands now restored are only the western
half of the small part lying in the Territory of Utah, and there is strong reason to
believe are very valuable in gold, silver, and copper, the former to be found in black
sauds in paying quantities along the San Juan River and other mines. The country
is a desert and has never been occupied by Indians, but only generally for Indian
purposes, and is no part of the rescrvation of the Navajos, nor has any Indian use
of this land been prescribed or made. It can not he inhabited any considerable
distance from the river, and any mining operations will have to be carried on at the
river banks. On the evidence adduced, and as there is no substantial reason to
retain the land from such use as may be made of it by the people, it has been deemed
best to open to development so much as Jies in Utah west of the 110th degree of
west longitude. The San Jnan River cuts the mineral belt in two, and the lands
north of the river have at no time been reserved trom settlement.

DEPAMAMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. C., November 17, 1892.
The PRESIDENT:

I submit for your consideration communication dated November 17, 1892, by Mr.
George R. Peck, of Topeka, Kans.,, with accompanying docmments referred to in
his letter requesting a moditication of the Executive order made by President Arthur
May 17, 1884, setting apart certain lands in Arizona and Utah as a reservation for
Indian purposes.

I submit also letter of the acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated September
30, in response to inquiries made by me, in which the acting Commissioner gives a
detailed historical statement of the diffcrent treaties and orders establishing a Navajo
Indian reservation, and also such information as is in possession of the Indian Oftice
in respect to the Executive order of President Arthur above mentioned.

. It appears from the evidenee submitted to me that that portion of the reservation
established by the order of May 17, 1884, lving west of the one hundred and tenth
degree of west longitude and within the Territory of Utah is a barren desert, in-
capable of cultivation or of use for agricultural, grazing, or any other than mineral
purposes, that it contains valuable mineral deposits, that it is not occupicd by the
Navajo or uny other {ndinns, and that the public interests would be subserved by
opening it for ocenpation, tothe end that its mineral deposits inay be made usetul to
citizens of the United States.  This land was never set apart for the Navajo Indians,
but only generally for “Indian purposes,” and is therefore no part of the reservation
of that tribe, and never huas been, nor has any Indian use of this land been pre-
reribed or made.

I thercfore respectfully recommend that the Iixcentive order of President Arthur
above mentioned be modified as requested, and herewith submit form of order for
your consideration and exeention it you approve this recommendation.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Joun W. NOBLE,
Secretary.

FXrCUTIVE MANSION,
Washinalon, 1. C., November 19, 1892.

Tt is hereby ordered that the Executive order of - 17, 1884, by P’resident Chester
AL Arthur, withdrawing fi ation
for Tndian pu ul the
same hereby is, mo
west of the one hundred and tenth degree of west longitude and within the tory
of Utah be, and the same hereby are, restored to the public domain, freed from the
reservation made by said order.

BENJ. HARRISON.
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BEFUNDS OF CUSTOMS DUTIES.

LETTER

FROM

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,

TRANSMITTING

A detailed statement of refunds of customs duties, etc., for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1892,

JANUARY 24, 1893.—Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means and ordered to
be printed.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OVFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. C., Junuary 23, 1893.
SirR: T have the honor to transmit herewith, for the information of
y Congress, a detailed statement of vefunds of customs duties, cte., for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1892, as required by section 24 of the act
entitled, “An act to simplify the liws in relation to the collection of the
revenues,” approved June 10, 1890,
Respectfully yours,
UHARLES FOSTER,
. Secretary.
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
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