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sigr Gonansss, | SENATE (1. Doc,
LETTER
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

A recommendation of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for an appropria-
tion to aid negotiations with the Navajo Indians.

FeBruary 12, 1891.—Referred to the Coxpmittee on Appropriations snd ordered to be

printed.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, February 11, 1891.
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a lgtter of 9th
instant from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, inclosing a draft of
an item which he recommends be inserted in the pending Indian appro-
priation bill: -

Toenable the Secretary of the Interior to negotiate with the Navajo tribe of Indians
i New Mexico and Arizopa, for such modification of the existing treaty with said
Indiaus and such change of their reservation boundaries as may be deemed desirable
by said Indiaus acd the Secretary of the Interior, $5,000, or so mach thereof as may

he necessary, to be iinmediately available, any agreement made to be ratitied by Con-
gress before going into effect.

I concur in the Comnissioner’s recommendation, and respectfull
A

submit the matter with the reguest that it may receive the considera-
tion of Congress at its present session.

Very respectfully,

(GGE0. CHANDLER,

Acting Secretary.
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, February 9, 1891,
Sir: For more than 2 years rumors have been rife of the existence
of rich gold and silver deposits in the Carizo Mountains, within the
Navajo indian Reservation, in New Mexico and Arizona, and it appears
tow to be the settled belief of the people in that part of the country
that there is iimnense mineral wealth in said mountains, equal to, if not
surpassing, anything that bas hitherto been discovered in the United
States.  That visits have been made surreptitionsly to that region is
quite eertain, and once, in the spring of 1890, the military was called
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2 . NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE NAVAJO INDIANS.

g the
regident ¢ ymove o party of prospectors from t
upou by the resident agent to remove a p
réserva)t].ion, and did remove a party of fifteen who were found locating
ims at the foot of the mountains. ] |
cl?!he reports made by these explorers appear to have couﬁ?ngl 3:2,
current stories, and there is much excitement, as appears irom i

- newspapers of that locality. The Indians, jealous as they always are

] it
ir territorial rights, have been watching these movements wit
(l)(t(;ettll1 ‘Z‘;)[:r;hellsioxl, :z;d it is said that one life at least has alﬁea;dyi :;E:i
sacriticed in the unlawfal attempt to get a foothold in the mineral
region. . o ) ¢ 1890
{ asion of a visit to the reservation in the spring ot y
Elg]lf gl:rggggs{ﬂelsh, secretary of the Indian ngl'lts.Assoglatlox;) ‘(v)f'
Philadelphia, called my attention to the condition of affairs t fl(‘fegosits
ing out of the prevailing belief in _the existence of rich mllrlxera ! (I,)f e
on the reservation, and the manifest determination on the pm; ol e
whites in the neighborhood to explore the same. He suggeste

- the matter should be promptly taken in hand and the consent of the

i obtained to a scientific examination of the mineral region, to
:}I:g ?1?5 that if valuable discoveries were made, negotiations m)gl;ttgg
had with the Indians looking to some satisfactory arrangemen

ir.development. ]
th%:llm"ieergcelt;tly my attention has been called to published s;ta.(t}erlne)n:g
in the local newspapers (Albuquerque, N. Mex., and Dgran‘goz ) (;_. ) o
the efftct that a determined purpose exists to gain pOSsesSion g tﬁat
mines whether the Indian title shall be extinguished or _not,hant' that
the agent and the Government itself will be uuabl.e to resist the tit en
prosp%ctors that will pour in there as soop as it beco_meilgelg;:i\.i 7%'
known that rich gold deposits have been diseovered in the Cariz

Mountains. 1t is strongly urged in the interest of peace that the Indian -

i ineral district be speedily extingunished.

tlt'll?hg)lggf:';jlo ]?ueservut;iou embpzwes an area of about 8,200,00(% ;(;/[c;'egz
and is therefore considerably greater in extent than the State l‘)) o I(;)ir
land. No aceurate census of the tribe has ever been taken, bu 11. "
number is variously. estimated at from 14,000 to 20,000, about one- :,(l‘; "

- of whom reside outside of the boundaries of the reservation, on
ic lands.

pulljgfge as the reservation is, it is for the most part :tbso!t{te})" wotx;):t
less for agricultural purposes. In the most favored .loca_htlebf éllll tha
part of the conntry irrigation is necessary to the cultivation of the t i01;
and experience has taught that irrigation @hyxvher& on the xl‘e?er\ri.m. lon
is most diflicult and expensive. Indeed, it the Navajos were a stu‘g c:a
.agriealtural people, their reservation could not be 'nmdﬁ to })I‘(;(d ul)e
enough for their support by any system of 1rngnt101} t z{)t twure oy
adopted. They are not an agrienltural people, however, lu 3 -thee "
sentially a pastoral people, depeudmgalmost’enhrely uponft H»u anld
and goats. It is estimated that they own 1,000,000 o “ube I
250,000 liorses. The sheep, which are their main dependence, arle]_t
an inferior grade. Attempts have been made to 1m.[n'o"re th1¢3! 1qlm 1' y
and decrease the number to the end that less territory wou (f e tlhe.
quired for their support, but all such attempts bave failed, 'ord e
reason that the higher grades do not thrivein that arid region, a.x_ld S(}
it is that thousands of the Indians, with their flocks, remain out%l dejlo
the reservation. Their horses are mostly of an inferior class, Indian
ponies. They are, nevertheless, tough and wiry, and capableh?’g ;vlo;l:
derful improvement. The proot of this is 10\\.11(l in the mc‘t} t/la ) ;l?e
have some large and handsome horses in their herds. the result o

e et il .

NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE NAVAJO INDIANS. 3

accidental introduction of a better strain. This office recently directed

the agent to estimate for the purchase of three good stallions, to be

given to the Navajos for the improvement of their stock. ‘

Congress is making annual appropriations, gratuitously, ot £15,000
for the support and eivilization of the Navajos and the coustruction of
irrigating ditches on the reservation. The  support and civilization”
money is expended in the purchase of farming implements, farm
wagous, harness, clotling, medicines, ete., and for pay of employés,
but no subsistence is furnished. The Navajos have no tribal funds to
draw upon as many of the tribes have, and they are virtu ally self-sup-
porting. , :

It would, T believe, be a good thing if the Navajos would relinquish

a portion of their vast possessions upon reasonable terms. It is not
essential to their prosperity that they should have a large fund in the
Treasury for their support; indeed it would undoubtedly weaken in
them the spirit of self-reliance and retard rather tban promote their
well-being ; but if they had a fund drawing interest that would give
them the means to construct and keep in repair reservoirs for the stor-
age of water for their numerous flocks, to build more comfortable
houses, and provide themselves with improved implements and better
school facilities, it would not only relieve the Government. of the bur-
den, but greatly advance their prosperity and happiness. ’

Howerver, leaving aside these considerations, in my estimation it is
poor policy and decidedly selfish to keep vast areas of the public
domain in a state of reservation for Indian purposes when entirely ont
of proportion to the number of Indians residing thereon, and espe-
cially so when it is reasonably certain that there are large and valuable
mineral deposits thereon, which the Indians themselves are prohibited
from wining, and which no outsider can lawfully remove or interfere
with, vo matter how much the country might be enriched by their
proper development. It is probably true that the Navajo rescrvation,
vast as it is and extending as it does into three Territories—New Mex.
ico, Arizona, and Utah—is incapable of supporting the immense flocks
and herds of the Navajos. This condition is due not to the lack of ter-
ritory, but to the aridity and barrenness of the soil and the broken
character of the country. 1t abounds in mesas, broken table-lands,
and deep caifions, and in the interior are lotty mountains, with peaks
rising to the height of 10,000 or 12,000 feet. Al this furnishes further
argument against keeping the reservation locked up in its entirety
when the public interests seem to demand that the mineral portions be
opened to the enterprising whites who are now awaiting such action.

The reservation has been extended time and again, presumably in
the endeavor to find snfficient pasturage to enable the N avajos to keep
all of their stock on the reservation and to protect the Indians against
white intruders. The experiment of extending the reservation has
signally failed to relieve the situation so far as providing ample grazing
and water for the stock is concerned, and there are probably as many
sheep and goats pastured outside of the reservation as there were before,
Probably not oue-third of the reservation, as at present existing, is fit
even for sheep pasturage.

I'am satistied that the Navajos could part with the mountainous
portion of their reservation, the northern central portion where the
Carizo Mountains lie, without in the least damaging their prospects.
On the contrary, I think it wonld prove beneficial to them in many
wta_ys, and if there is mineral there the country should have the benefit
of ity
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4 NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE NAVAJO INDIANS.
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i say that Mr. Welsh, in writing from the Navajo Ag ,
1 qlt Z":Sit:f;d stt(;te(% that he felt certain that the Indians would w1v1_lmglt_y
th’S;’lllf to ,am' proper arrangement with the Government looking to
(t:he de\'*elopnieut of the mines upon just and reasonable terms as to
cmln{::gza&ll%nﬁgsgr to recommend that Congress_tlﬁet l?sli?dvgjpo;sugilzx‘-liéﬁ
1ol ace ission to negotiate wi e Na
the appointment of a commission o 1 sotinto Wil e T waeh change
modification of the existing treaty with s 1 Indians and snch change
ir reservation as may be deemed desirable by s
gge%?érétnry of the Interior, and to agpropnate the sum of $5,000, gl‘;
so much thereof as may be necessary, for that purpose, any agreeme
;nade to be ratified by Congress before going into effect. ate the
Such a commission could go upon the reservation, investiga °
situation, and if need be examine the mineral region, and in casetgr
reé,sonab,le certainty of the existence of ]Ir alnable mn:;alr':;ll icllsl%g:ilttsﬁ :I;lt er
i jati i ians for the cession an
into negotiations with the Indians . B e oy
: i of their reservation, not agricultural an A
?(‘)lt? l;li)g;:;.lrsl,s as might be deemed desirable to open to white occupa-
Y ith i draft of an item which I
d prepared and herewith inclose a draf 1 b
thiln?;azv?lililegt tll)le case, and would suggest that it be inserted in the
ding Indian appropriation bill.
pe']ﬁwo %opies of this report are herewith inclosed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, T. J. MORGAN,

Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Item.

To enable the Secretary of the Interior ]to m:lg;)itiatt_e Wit.f ht;]:a 61:?8\;;?3?; ?:;:3, ;‘:’fw 11:11-l
ians in New Mexico and Arizoua for snch modihication ot \ L
(slz‘m‘;m(lllsllllltllll.\m:‘\: and such change of their reservation boundar ies :35 rll;ay bg ({k:le(:ﬁg(li.s dsr
sirable by said Indians and the Secretary of the Interior, n-‘?ltbloumnv g Hlars, of
so much thereof as may be necessary, to be _lmmedmtely available, any ag
made to.be ratified by Congress before going into effect.

Q

51s21*y (?Sonq_nmss, } SENATE. El\II(& D5%o.
LETTER
THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE,

In response to Senate resolution of December 13, 1890, a report‘on the
progress of irrigation investigation under the deficiency appropriation
act of 1890.

*

FRBRUARY 13, 1891.—Referred to the Select Committee on Irrigation and Reclama~
tion of Arid Lands, and ordered to be printed.

- DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. O., February 10, 1891,
The Senate of the United States :

In pursuance of Senate resolution adopted December 13, 1890, as
follows: -

Resolved, That the Secretary of Agriculture be, and hereby is, directed to report to
the Senate all information in his possession as to the progress made in the investiga-
tiou for irrigation purposes of the regions lying between the ninety-gseventh parallel
west of Greenwich and the foothills of the Rocky Moantains, as provided in the act
of September thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninety, known as the deficiency appro-
priation act ; and also to inform the Senaie whether, in his opinion, under the limita-
tions as to time provided in said act the said investigation can be carried out so as
best to secure the information sought and with the greatest economy, and that he
sliow by his report what amoeunt of the money heretofore appropriated for this pur-

pose has been expended in each State and Territory in which expenditures have been
made.

I have the honor to forward herewith a progress report of the irriga-
tion survey, which, in connection with ghat submitted to the Senate on
the 20th of August, 1890, brings down to date the information, so far as
it has yet been compiled, sought for by the Senate.

['am firmly of the opinion that the investigation provided for in the
act of September 30, 1890, known as the deficiency appropriation act,
can not be brought to a suecessful end within the time fixed in said act,
In this connection I respectfully call attention to the following para.
graph of my last annual report to the President:

The brief preliminary reports wade to Congress of the artesian wells investiga-
tion resulted in the passage of the following provision of the general deficiency act,
approved September 30, 1890 :

“IRRIGATION INVESTIGATIONS. —To enable the Secretary of Agriculture to con-
tinae to completion his investigations for the purpose of determining the extent and
availability for irrigation of the undorflow and artesinu waters within the region
between the ninety-seventh degree of longitude and the eastern foot-hills of the
Rocky Mountains, and to collect and publish information as to the best methods of
cultivating the soil by irrigation, forty thonsand dollats: Provided, That no part of
saaid sum ghall be expended unless the eatire investigation, collection, and publica-




318 )PP

CV-6417-201 NN009821



