
2 AhlENL) MINING ACT OF 3IAT 10, 1 8 7 2  

If the objection I I ~ Y  nrcllr to you that Innding firlds may be desired on reserved 
lands it scents to me t hnt this objection might be satisfnctorily met by the addition 
of a section providing for lensing, by the Secretary of the department concerned, 
of lands needed for such purposes. 

The amencln~cr~ts suggested \volrld seem to prrsrrve and protect power resources 
withnnt inlpnirinp( the other pnrposrs of your bill, and it  1s hoped that  these sug- 
aestions may con~mend themselves to your favorable consideration. - 

Cordially yo~lts, 
FRANK R. ~ ~ C N I N C H ,  Chairman. 

The letter of the Scrretnry of the Interior, benring date April 10, 
1934, addressed to the Chairman of the Committee on hiines and 
Mining is as followe: 

DEPARTMEST OF THE INTERIOR, 
llhshinaton. A d  10. 1934. - . -  

Hon. M. M. LOGAN, 
Chairman Commitlee on nfincs and ilfining, 

Unikd Stater Senate. 
hlr DEAR SENATOR L O ~ A N :  n y  letter of March 19 you submitted for report a 

copy of S;,2836, entitlcd "A bill to amend the hlining Act of hlay 10, 1872, aa 
arnendcd. The bill s o d d  amend eertions 2337, United Statea Hevised Statutes 
to  provide for location "MI mill eite c la im"  of not exceeding 20 acres of public 
l n ~ d  for the purpoee of ore-reduction works or other equipment for working and 
treatment of ores, "including landing fields and airports", payment to the United 
Ststea to be made within 5 years from date of location, and full payment for the 
clnim to he made a t  the rato of 15 per acre or fraction thereof. 

Section 2337, wlllch is a part of the hlining Act of hlav 10, 1872, authorizes 
patenta for not exceeding 5 acres of nonmineral land used and occupied by the 
owner of s minin clnim for mining and millin ~~rposea, or by the owner of a 
quartz ntill or rc8uction works on the land. %fill dtea under this section am 
auxiliaries to the working of inining claims, and the right of possemion before 
patent is obtained is clcpet~dcnt upon actual occupancy and use for mining and 
milling purl~oscs. Thc p~rrcl~nsc price is $5 per acre. This provision of the 
mining law nerves a 1isefu1 purpose. and I know of no reason for a change thereof. 
I'ntler it  the owner of n mining claim or ~ r o u p  of claims can locateand holda mill 
site for the r o ~ ~ v e ~ l i r ~ r t  working of the clairns and n-i t l lo~~t  making any payment 
or securing pntcnt until IIC desires to patent his mining claims. A tract of 5 
&errs rnay ortli~larily IIC nullicient, but the owner of a group of clainm can locate 
and hold s11r11 I I I I I I I ~ B P ~  of n~ill sitea as  will nntisfy his needs. 

Sincc Inntlina lieltla and airporb hnve littlc relevancy to mining operations, i t  
does not s c v r ~ ~  npproprinlo to attempt to acron~plish the purpose of this Id1 by 
atnrnclinp: n s w l i ~ n  01 the mining Inws. If Con~rcss considers that there is a 
nrctl for Irgialntion n~itllorizirlg the acquisition of lnnds for ri\ate landing fields 
and nirportx, it \vi1111d nlqwnr that  this fiheuld t r  nrectecI'~~{ nn independent 
tnrnsurc. I'rovinior~ for Imsing p111Aic lnr~tls for use ns pnlrlir airports, and for 
tl~cbir withdrc~wal for thc cstnl~lifil~rncnt of Iwnron l i d ~ t s  nnd other air-navigation 
farilities, is rnndc 11y tllc nrt of l lny 3, 1929 (45 Stat. 728). 

I rrro~n~ncrtci tlmt the bill be not cnncted. 
Sinccrcly youra, 

HAROLD L. ICKES, Secretary o j  tihc Inferior. 

SENATE 
Calendar No. 1 1 3 7 

DEFINE THE EXTERIOR BOUNDARIES OF THE NA\'AJO 
INDIAN RESERVATION I N  NEW XIEXICO, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 

MAT 10 (calendar day, MAT 21), 1834.--Ordered ta be printad 

Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on Indian Aflaim, eubmitted the 
following 

R E P O R T  
[To accompany 8. 25311 

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was refemd thn hill 
(S. 2531) to define the exkrior hundarics of the Nnrajo Indian 
Reservation in New l iexko,  and for other pnrposrs, having considemi 
the same report that i t  do pass with the following anlendnwnts: 

On pnee 7, line 4, after the word "Indians ", insert a romrna and the 
follo~mg: 
except sections 3 to 10, both inclusive, townshi 1 I north, range 19 rent, 8011th 
half of township 11 north, range 20 west. snutt half of frartional township I I 
north. range 21 wrst, Sew Mexico principnl tnrriclinn. which lands an- hen-lw 
d d r d  to the Zuni Reservation: Pror~dcd. That this wction In order to c.xclutle t11r 
town of Ramah, shall not n plv to sections 1. 2. 3. 4, 0, 10, and 16, township 10 
north, range 16 west, New [lesico principd mcritlian. 

On page 9, line 8, after the "sum of $483,136,.22", insert "rcinl- 
bursable from Navajo tribal funds,". 

This bill as amended has the appmral of the %;trretan- of thc 
Interior as w t  forth in his Irtter of )lay 5, 1934, which is appcndrd 
hereto and made a part of this report. 

Ilhrhington, May 5, 19.94. 
Hon. B r ~ r o x  K. WHEELER. 

Chairman Commitlee on Indian A ffaira, 
Cnited Slates .%nnle. 

\ I T  DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Further rcfercnce is made to your letter of January 
31, requestina an o inion on S. 2531, a bill to dcfine the rxtcrior boundaries of 
the S a m j o  Indinn gexrvation in Sew Mexico, and for other ptrrpown. 

.Section 1 estsbliqhcs certain definite lines NI the exterior boundary of the 
Savajo Indian Reservation within the Stntc of New JIcsico. Thew llncs would 



add certain arrag to the preeent reservation on the eset and south, and also 
define four small outaide areas for different Navajo Bands living therein. The 
lands involved are thick1 populated with Navajo Indiana and have practically 
been u d  by thcm excludvely for grazing purp0.a for yearn The a- include 
r b l l o  lands interspraed r l t h  tracts purchued for the lndians with their own 
ribal funds, also lands consolidated in the Government for their benefit purauant 

to the act of March 3, 1921 (41 Stat. 1226-1239). Provision is made in this 
section that all prior valid righb and claims shall not be affected by the pro- 
posed legislation. Ten and one half townships of national forest land will be 
eliminated, for the benefit of the Indians, from the Cibola National Forest, pur- 
suant to section l. This elimination of foreat land hm had the approval of the 
local forestry representatives. 

Section 2 would grant the State of New Mexico the right to  relinquish to the 
Government for the Indians such t racb  of school or other State-owned lands 
within the roposed boundaries, and to make lieu selections of equal value from 
the availabre vacant public domain within the [Jtate 

Section 3 in for the purpose of clarifying the ~ d d i a n  title to lands already 
consolidated for Indian purpoees, urauant to  the act  of March 3, 1921, supra. 
This section a h  extends the prov%ions of said act to  three other counties and 
also provldea that no further allotments or Indian homesteads on the public 
domain shall be made to Navajo Indians within the counties involved. This 
is agreeable to this Department for the reason that we are, in effect trading this 
ri h t  of the Indiarls In order to get mlld arean which can be developed for them. T R ~  Indians will, however, be able to obtain homeateads as citizens on the ublic 
domain by payin the usual f a a  or commi~iona and receiving a fee p t e n t  & the 
land selected, whqch automatically would make the land taxable. 

This proposed boundary extension represents the ultimate. line to which the 
Indians can hope to ex and their reservation. This fnct rn realized by the 
Indians themselves, as evrdenced a t  their tribal councll a t  Tuba City last Novem- 
ber. They are aware that they must reduce the number of their shee and goats 
to prevent overgrazing; that  e d o n  and range control mwt be m n ~ u c t o d  con- 
tinuously if they are to survive and make substantial progress. 

The roposed boundary extension actually will not add an large blocked-out 
areas oPpu~,lic land to the p raen t  reservation. A roximatrb a top1  of 3 4 0 , ~  
acres of public domain are involved. but it  shou!!be borne in mrnd thnt this 
acre8 e is lnrgely within areas consolidated or purchaeed for the Indians, o r  else 
in wit$& an area heavily allotted to  individual Indians. 

8cctlon 4 provitles for the acquisition, through p u r c h ~ e ,  of certain privately 
owned lands located within the reposed reservation boundary, topether with 
the improvements thereon, nnd a e o  provides in addition to purchasmg the sur- 
face of thc land only, that the irnprovementa on leased State school land within 
the boundary may be purchaclcd under certain conditions set out in said section. 
Section 4 also contains an authorization for the appropriation of S482.136.22 to 

urchane thcso jrivately owned lands, which are located not only within the 
kundarioa, as  cscribed in section 1 of this bill, but also within the area in 
southcestcrn IJtah referred to by the act of hlarch 1, 1933 (47 Stat. 1418). The 
arnorrnt mentioned indicates the nloncg actually needed, based rl n careful field 
examinatio~~ and rrport by one of our field agent.. Purchase oPPhcse privately 
owncd lands, coupled with the boundary extension, will end a long-drawn-out 
range conflict. 

Ihr ing tho past 2 yrara rcpresentatircs of the Indian Ofice held meetings with 
various groups of lorel intcrruted persons, and insofar as the boundary lines set 
out in the bill aro concerned, it  may be said that cxccpt for factional and minority 
diflcrenccs of opinion, what opposition there was a t  first haa now largely din- 
a p  cnrcd. 

h i s  pmposnl Ininlation, which is related to R. 2199, Sevrntr-thlrd Conurca. 
second scss~on, is indrcd an emerKcncy mcnaurc, M the future Ir'velihood of them 
Indians depends on favorable action being taken. I t  not only is an emergency 
memurr in rrgnrtl to $he Indians but also to the Federal Gowrnmcnt, for the 
rcmon that if enacted pro@ rnrlgc ~nariagen~cnt and control of soil erosion now in 
progress on the rcncrvation, nil1 bc continued, and r~nless thie work is continued 
In the Navajo country, which is tributary to the Colorado River, soil erosion 
within the area in question will increase tremcndoclsly within the  nest decade and 
result in heavy uilt deposits within the Boulder Dam Reservoir, thua seriously 
dalnauinu the future eflcctivrnesa of that project, together with the concurrent 
lous to the Government on its invrztnlent therein. There are enclosed maps with 
appropriate coloring and legend rhowing the statua and areas of the land8 involved 
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Attention is invited to the tspographical error on page 7. line 18, the word "a' '  

should be changed to "the". also the folloa.ing c h a n ~ o  should be mrdo on )?qe 9, 
line 12 (see corn anion bill, b . ~ .  8982): Afbr the word "on" insert the lol/&inu: 
"any land incluxinn". 

Shcc the introd';ction of the bill i t  haa t m n  definite1 detcrrnined that the 
bill as  drawn covers in some old cornfields and a peacg orchard of the Zuni 
Pueblo Indiana; also that the p r - e d  line in part runs through the town of 
Ramah. Hence, in order to rem y these two matters, i t  is recommcndcd that 
the bill be amended as follows: 

On age 7, line 4, after the word "Indinns" insert the following: "cxcr )t PC- 
tions 8 to 10, both inciaaivc, township 11 north, ranpc I9 m t ,  aouth Lnlf of 
township 1 1  north, range 20 w ~ t ,  south half of fractional township I1 north, 
range 21 west, New blrxico rincipal meridian, which lands am hercb added to the Zuni Reservation: & o d d ,  That thin section in order to escl~rde tKe town of 
Ramah, shall not applr to eections 1, 2, 3, 4, 9,,10, and IS, township 10 north, 
range 16 west, New hiexico principal meridian. 

In view of the facts stated, I recommend thnt 9. 2531 be amended M s u ~ g c s t d  
and that it  receive favorable consideration. 

The Director of the Bureau of the Budget advised undcr date of April 19 
1934, that the proposed 1 islation would not be in conflict r l t h  the financid 
p r o m m  of the ~ m i d m t ?  modified to provide that the appmpriation thm,in 
authorized "shall be reimbursable from fun& rc ru lng  to the Navajo Wbal 
funds % and when such funds acerua" 

8icerely youm, 
HAROLD L. Icrcs 

Sccrdary OJ lhs Inlcrior. 
0 




