
2 UNITED STATES INTEREST TO KIXG HILL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

The condition of the works a t  this time was such as to  require extensive recon- 
struction of the dctcriorated wooden structures a t  a large cost before a dependable 
watcr supply could be furnished for the lands of the project. In 1916 negotia- 
t i o n ~  were initiated by the representatives of the State of Idaho. to  have this 
reconntrurtion work done b the Bureau of Reclamation. 

Certain eraminatione andburveys were made in 1917, and during that year the 
Kin Hill Irrigation District was or anized. A contract was executed between 
the bniteci States and the district, dt ted December 17, 1917. The rceonstrur 
tion work to be carried out under the contract was limited to  an expenditure of 
$1,000,000. I3v contrnct of June 17, 1920, the Limit of Federal expenditure on 
tho project wns incrcnaed by $600,000. By later contract of January 11, 1922, 
the allowable I'cderal expenditure on the project wan increased by an additional 
$400,000 making tho maximum allowable Federal investment $2,000,000. The 
total Federal cxpcnditures on the rojcct have been $1,987,254.04, part of which 
ru written off under section 11 or the  act of May 21, ,926 (44 Stat. 639). 

By contract of March 2 1920, the o ration and control of tho project wm 
turned over to the King H ~ I  Irrigation Fbtrict,  which agreed to repa the mn- 
struction coat of the project in instalments over a series of years. T K ~  distdet 
haa aid no part of the construction cost, and ss there is no probability of itr 
makrng repayment. in the future, I am of the opinion that  the indebtedow to 
the Government should be written off by legislation, as proposed. 

The ro ect has many adverse conditions to contend with. Water is brought 
to the end8  through wooden Rumes constructed along the hillsida. B r a t .  .n 
frequent, interfering with irrigation a t  critical times. The wooden flumes hare r 
comparatively short life, necessitatin replacement after a few years' use, thui 
lnccuing the maintenance charge. ' h e  soil is sandy. and its organic and other 
elements contributin to plant growth are soon leached out under irrigation. The 
water supply is delcfent. A. a m u l t  of so many a d v e m  factors. the land. ini. 
gated are unable to meet the costs of operation and maintenance. 

I think, however. that the form of the bill should be altered somewhat. Na 
Uens, as tho lnnguage of the bill aewmes, are held in the name of the United S t a t a  
against district property. The district and the United S t a h  should by agrecment 
remind tho contract of March 2. 1926, and prior contracts, each partv releasing 
tho other from obligatlona, accrued or to accrue, out of the agreemeni.s, and the 
United states conveving to the district all the right, title, interest, and estate d 
thc United Stake in or to the King Hill project, includin the water rights thered 
and any renl c ~ t a t e  acquired, hcld or used by the United hatee in connection with 
the roject. A draft of euch bill is enclosed. T R ~  draft of bill herewith wan rcferred to the Dirertor of the B u m u  of the 
B u d ~ c t  brfore rcport wan made on the companion bill, S. 3151, who then stated 
that the cnnrtnlcnt of the bill in the form indicated in the draft herewith would 
not be in conflict with the financial program of the President. Therefore, I 
recommend favorable consideration of the enclosed proposed substitute form d 
blll. 

Sinccrcly y oum, 
HAROLD L. l rxee  

Secretary o j  the interior. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES bar ( No. 1002 
t 

BWXDARIES OF NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION IN 
ARJZQNA 

&. CEATBX, fmm the Committae on 1ndi.n Aff* dmitted the 
following 

R E P O R T  

Tbe Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
.rll-R. swi), to define the exterior boundaries of the Navajo Indian 
Beerration in Arizona and for other p T , having considered the 
WIW, report thereon with a recornmen ation that it do p u  with 
K& following amendments: 

 PIP^ 3. line 11, strike out the word, "hence", and in lieu thereof 
wti the word, "thend". 

P t p  5,  line I, strike out the word, "or", and .trike out d of line 
2 dorn to and including the word "Act" and in lieu of the matter 
4:ai:kcn out. insert the followmg: '-'t!le areas . .- addad to the Navajo 
K ~ ~ a t i ~ n ' ~ u r s u a n t  to section 1 of this Act." 

8, Sine 1, after the word, "sum", insert tho fouo 
b wimbursable from funds accruing to the Navajo - -  -....- ~ - -  

rtd when such funds accrue and". 
The bill as thus amended has the approval of the Department, and 

:t.c lertcr fronl the Secret- of the Interior explaining the reason for 
rb enactment of the legdation is BS follows: 

DEPAETYLNT o r  THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, May 6, 1QSI. 

?ICE EWAR HOWARD, 
-trman Commiffcc on Indian rfffairr, 

1Iouae of Rcprtnrnlalicea. 

LIv Darn SIR CHAIRMAN: This is i n  furtlicr refcrcnco to your letter of April 
:: m,wsting 1111 opinion on a bill (1f .R.  8927) to define the rxtcrfor boundarim 
4 t5e S a ~ a j o  I n a n  Reservation in Arizo~~a, and for other ~ I I  

. 
M i o n  I established certain definite i inn .a the exterior E E d o r y  of the . 

S ~ ~ a j o  Indian Reservation within the Statc of Arizona. The.* Lines nwrely - ;rd o * ~ t  the prewnt reservation, compwccl of part of the orkina1 area set wid0 
=.k? t t e  Sasajo treaty of June 1, 1968 (15 Stat. C(i7), and R U ~ ( I U P I I ~  additions 
I r t o  by Executive order withdrrrds and purchases. The area which would 
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be added to the existing reservation as contemplated by the bill includes some 

K ublic Ian& irrtersperfied among privately owned lands arid also tracts which 
ave bern purchased from time to time for the Navajo Indians with their own 

tribal frmds. 
Section 2 grants authority under which certain private landowners B-ithin 

the ro osed lines could relin uish their holdings and select lieu lands from the 
pubic gomain outside of theqines but within the same counties, thus elTeeting 
consolidation and solidification of the holding8 of both the private owners and the 
Indiana. Provision is made that the lands relinquished to the Government 
within the proposed reservation boundary are to be held in trust for the Navajo 
Tribe of Indians. This section also provides that no further allotments or Indian 
homesteads shall be made on the public domain to Navajo Indians within Apache, 
Navajo, a ~ i d  Coconino Counties, Arlr., which are the counties afiected by the 
propoeed reservation boundary line. 

Most of the consolidations to be made under section 3 have been worked out 
pending a p  roval of the bill. 

&tion {provides that  after the com letion of exchanges and conaolidationa 
withln the proposed exterior boundary lges  of the maernation aa authorired by 
seation 2 of the blll the 8bte of M o n a  may oolidlfy ib mhool lands in the three 
countles mentioned. 

Bectlon 4 rovidea for the acqubition through purchsse of certajn privately 
owned land8 k a t e d  within the propavd mervatlon boundary, to ther with the 
Improvementa thereon, and .Is0 provides that  in additlon to purc&ing the sur- 
face of the land only, the improvemenb on leased State who01 land within the 
boundar may be purchased under certain conditione set out in aaid section. 
&&ion ialso contains an authorirattoa for the appro riation of $481,87938 to 
purchase thew rivately owned lands; the amount mengoned Indicates the money 
actually needed: baaed u on careful field examination and report by one of our 
field agent.9. P u r c b m  a! theae privately owned lands will end a long drawn out 
range conflict. 

I t  is of imporbnee to obsewe here that  aection 1 ( .4, linea 12 to 14, inclusive) 
contains a provision ~deguarrlin the right. of the h o p i  Indians to their landq 
which am centrally locatcd withfn the present Navajo Reservation. 

I t  in observed that section 1 (p. 4, linea 24 and 25, and p. 6, linea 1 and 2) con- 
tains a provision which in effect worrld deprive the Navajo Indiana of such righb 
RBthcy may Imvc mdcr existing law to tho prweccie or rogaltiea from water-power 
c l e v c l o p ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ t  within tho y r ~ l e ~ r t  reservation huudsriee. The bill should be 
arl~cl~rlcd a t  this point so as to safeguard euch righb aa the Indiana may have 
urrrler existing law. I t  is accordingly recommended that  the bill be amended, m 
follows: 

On page 5, striko out the laat wor! in line 1, and the b t  ei h t  nor& in line 2, 
substituting therefor the followi?~: the a r m  added to the fava jo  Reservation 
purnuant to section 1 of this act . 

During the past 2 yearn representatives of the Indian Office held meetinga with 
the boards of s~rpcrvisors of all three counties involved, together with the local 
stockrnc~~, and illsofar as the boundary liues set out in the bill are concerned, i t  
ma be  aid that wlrat o}q)osition there waa a t  fint baa now largely d ippeered .  

&I pngc 7, lines 2-8, ~nclunive, provision ie made that no more allotments or 
Indian horncstrade involving public lands shall be luade to Navajo Indians within 
the tlrrct: corlntirs involved. This is aprecal)le to this Department for the reason 
that wc arc i n  cfTect trading this right of the Indians in order to  get solid are- 
\vhich can t ~ c  developed for them. The Indians will, however, be able to obtain 
holne~teads aa citizens on the public domain by p ~ y i n g  the usual fees or commia- 
sioris and rrr~ivinu a foe patent for tho land selected, which automatically would 
makr ttw ln~~cl tnxaldo. 

('rrrcful fidd ntudy lies lwrn made of the uunil)er of India~is in Arizona entitled 
to ~ l l ~ f l l l ~ ' l l ~ ~  011 the public domain, and by checking thc arm of public land 
cr~~l)rnced ~itliirr the boundary lines an dencrihd in acction 1, i t  appears that the 
lrlcliail~ will rrceive an.- about equivalent to that which they would be entitled 
to, if nllottt~l. 

This proposed boundary extension represents the ultimate line to  which the 
lrldin~~s can Irope to expand their reservation. This fact is realized bv the 
Ir~diar~a tlicwncslvcn. tw evidenced a t  tlrcir tribal council a t  Tubn City, h z . ,  
Inut No\c.rlrlwr. ' l h y  arc nware that they must reduce the number of their 
nhccp a r d  ~ t l n t ~  to prevent over~razing; that erosion and range control must 
Ix co~iductcd continuously if they are to survive and make substnntial progress. 

The pro )o.qr.d bouudary extension actually ail1 not add any largc areas of 
public b u d  to the y r w n t  reservation. The alternate or odd-numbered aectionr 
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ritllin the townships involved were originally rsilroad grant lands which are now 
pnrtlv owned by the railroad and the balance by its gran(ees, and ir praatiadly 
dl for the use of the Nntajos. 

A large acreage of the even-nulubered sections wan allotted to individual 
Indians and the even-numbered unallotted sections in Navajo County were 
~ererved for the Navajo Indians by order of March 15. 1908. Hence, them 
particular wetions have for yearn becn reserved for Indian use. 

This propoeed legislation, which is related to H.R. 8982, Scventy-third Con row, 
second session, is indeed an emergency mcasure, aa tho future livelihood of thaw 
Indiana depends on favorable action being taken. I t  not only is an cinerRency 
m a w r e  in regard to the Indiana but also to the Federnl Goverrlnrent, for the 
m n  that, if enacted, proper range management and control of soil erosion now in 

on the resewation wi l l  be continued, and unleas thin work b continued in 
f ) h x a j o  country, which in tributary to the Colorado River wil erosion within 
tbc area in question will increase tremendously within the ncxl decade, and reault 
in heavy nilt deposits within the Boulder Dam Reservoir thus aedoualy damaging 
the future effectivenees of that project, together with the concurrent lose to the 
Government on ita investment themn. There are encloned m a p  with approprlab 
kgend showing the areas involved. 

Attention in invited to the t- ogrs?$kal error on page 8, b e  11; the word 
"benee" ahould be changed to "%ence 

In view d the foregoin I recommend hat H.R 8927 be amended au ruggsrbd, 
and that it  receive favorafk consideration. 

The Director of the Bureau of the Budget in reporting on a bUl (9.24991, Identl- 
al b H . R  8927, advised that the proposed blll would not be In conflict with the 
financial program of the President U modieed to provide that the ap roprlation 
tberdn authorized "shall be reimbursable from fun& d g  to &e Navajo 
b h l  f u n b  M and when N& fun& .cc~e." 

h c s r a l y  Y O U ,  
HIPOLD L. Iarrr, 

S~~ Qf UI I n k b r .  
0 




