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2 BOUNDARIES OF NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION

This elimination of forest land has had the approval of the local {orestry repre-
sentatives.

Section 2 would grant the State of New Mexico the right to relinquish to the
Government for the Indians such tracts of school or other State-owned lands
within the proposed boundaries, and to make lieu selections of equal value from
the available vacant public domain within the State.

Section 3 is for the purpose of clarifying the Indian title to lands already con-
solidated for Indian purposes, pursuant to the act of March 3, 1921, supra.
This section also extends the provisions of said act to three other counties and
also provides that no further allotments or Indian homesteads on the public do-
main shall be made to Navajo Indians within the counties involved. This is
nfrecablo to this Department for the reason that we are, in effect, trading this right
of the Indians in order to get solid areas which can be developed for them. he
Indians will, however, be able to obtain homesteads as citizens on the public do-
main by paying the usual fecs or commissions and recciving a fee patent for the
land selected, which automatically would make the land taxable.

This proposed boundary extension represents the ultimate line to which the
Indians can hope to expand their reservation. This fact is realized by the Indians
themselves, as evidenced at thefr tribal council at Tuba City last November.
They are aware that they must reduce the number of their sheep and goats to
ar:vent overgrazing; that erosion and range control must be conducted con-

uously if t ?' are to survive and make substantial progress.

The proposed boundary extension actually will not add any large blocked out
areas of public l1and to the present reservation. Afsroximately a total of 340,000
acres of public domain are involved, but it should be borne in mind that this
acteas{‘e is largely within areas consolidated or purchased for the Indians, or else
is within an area heavily allotted to individual Indians.

Bection 4 provides for the acquisition, through purchase, of certain privately
owned lands located within the proposed reservation boundary, together with the
improvements thereon, and also provides in addition to purchasing the surface of
the land only, that tl’)e improvements on leased State school land within the
boundary may be purchased under certain conditions set out in said section.
Section 4 also contains an authorization for the appropriation of $482,136.22 to
Eurchaac these privately owned lands, which are located not only within the

oundaries, as described in section 1 of this bill, but also within the area in south-
eastern Utah referred to by the act of March 1, 1933 (47 Stat. 1418). The
amount mentioncd indicates the money actually needed, based upon careful
field examination and report by one of our ficld agenta. Purchase of these pri-
vately owned Innds, coupled with the boundary extension, will end a long drawn
out range conflict.

During the past 2 vears, representatives of the Indian Office held meetings
with various groups of local interested persons, and insofar as the boundary lines
set out in the bill are concerned, it may be said that except for factional and
nuinority differences of opinion, what opposition there was at first has now largely
disappeared.

TL!B proposed legislation, which is related to H.R. 8927, Seventy-third Con-
gros.ﬂ, second session, is indeed an emergency measure, as the future livelihood of

hese Indians depends on favorable action being taken. It not only is an emer-

geney measure in regard to the Indians but also to the Federal Government, for
the reason that, if enacted, proper range manacement and control of soil erosion
now in progress on the reservation, will be continued, and unless this work is
continued in the Navajo country, which is tributary to the Colorado River, soil
erosion within the area in question will increase tremendously within the next
decade and result in heavy silt deposita within the Boulder Dam Reservoir, thus
scriously damaging the future effectivencss of that project, together with the
concurrent Joss to the Government on its investment therein.  There are enclosed
maps with ap!)ropriafc coloring and legend showing the statua and areas of the
lands involved.

In appearing before the committee the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs submitted n memorandum from the President personally
endorsing this legislation,

O

73p Coxgress } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { szmn'r
2d Session No. 1452

BRIDGE ACROSS THE TENNESSEE RIVER BETWEEN
SHEFFIELD AND FLORENCE, ALA.

Mav 8, 1934.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr. HopbLEsTON, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign
Commerce, submitted the following

REPORT
{To accompany H.R. 9141]

The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom
was referred the bill (H.R. 9141) granting the consent of éongress to
the State of Alabama, its agent or agencies, and to Colbert County
and to Lauderdale County 1n the State of Alabama, and to the city
of Sheffield, Colbert County, Ala., and to the city of I“ lorence, Lauder-
dale County, Ala., or to any two of them, or to either of them, to
construct, maintain, and operate a bridge, and approaches thereto,
across the Tennessee River at a point between the city of Sheflield,
Ala., and the city of Florence, Ala., suitable to the interests of
navigation, having considered the same, report thereon with a
recommendation that it pass. .

The bill has the approval of the War end Agriculture Departments,
as will appear by the letters attached.

War DeparturNT, April 20, (934,

Respectfully returned to the Chairman Committee on Interstate and Forcign
Commerce, House of Representatives.

So far as the interests committed to thia Department are concerned, I know of
no objection to the favorable consideration of the accompanying bill, 'll.R. 9141,
Seventyv-third Congress, second session, granting the consent of Congresa to the
State of Alabama., its agent or agencies, and to Colbert County and to Launderdale
County in the State of Alabama, and to the city of Sheflicld, Colbert County, Ala.,
and to the city of Florence, Lauderdale County, Ala., or to any two of them, or to
either of them, to construct, maintain, and operate a bridge, and approaches
thereto, across the Tenncssee River at a point between the city of Shetlield, Ala.,
and the city of Florence, Ala., suitable to the interests of navigation.

Gro. H. Dean, Secretary of War.
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