


2 REBERVATION OF LAND6 FOR B E N E F I T  OF NAVAJO INDUlW 

which had been previouslv withdrawn for the Navajo Indians by Executive order, 
were restored to the p u b h  domain. Prior to the restomtion and while the area 
was still held aa Indian reservation land a lar e number of allotmenb of 160 acwr 
each were made and a p  roved to individual 8avajo I n d i m .  After the lands were 
mtored  to the ubUc tomain many additional allotmenb of 160 acres each were 
made to indivi8ual Navajos u m n t  to section 4 of the General Allotment Act 
of Februar 8 1887 (24 Stat. k), aa amended. A la part of the ua involved 
in the ori&a~ withdrawn area fell within the limit. %he -t of the odd-num- 
bered sections made to the Atlantic dc Pacific Railroad Co., now the 8 a n b  F e  
Pacific Railroad Co. Ownership by the railroad company of the odd-numbered 
scctione and the a l l o t t i  of a large portion of the even-numbered eectiim to indi- 
vidual Indians resulted In a "checkerboard" ownership which proved to be very 
unsatisfactory from a practical and administrative vie int. As a r d t  of this 
"checkerboard" ownerehi t h b  office re ared legialaxn which was included 
M a n  item in the act of d & h  3,1921 81 gtat. 12261189) rending u followr: 

"The Secretary of the Interior b hereby authorized, In ha dimretion, under 
rules and regulations to be prescribed by him, to accept reconveyancea to the 
Government of rivately owned and State achool h d s ,  and relinquinhmenb of 
valid h o m a t a 8 e n t r i o .  or other filing includin Indian allotment se lec t io~ ,  
within any township of the public domdn in 8an fuan, McKinley, and Vatencia 
Counties. N.Mex., and to permit Ueu selections by thoee surrendering their rights 
oo that  the holdin of any claimant within m y  t o m h i p  wherein mch recon- 
veyanca or relinqukhment. are ~ d s  may be o o n a ~ c ~ ~  and ~d L. mud -: 
Provided, That the title o r  c b  of any p n  who dm C rs#mwy to the 
Qovemment shall not be hereby affected. 

Under t h b  law exchanges bare  M y  bemn made with the rallrosd company 
whereby certain lands have been reconveyed to the Government, and them am 
further exchan er pending. Approximately !234,000 .era wil l  bave bean recon- 
v e y d  to the 8 n i ~  urn-t t. tba h v e  sot. under the mgulatiom 

romul ated Beptember 19,1&l m d  a p  roved by the Department themme date, 
Phe ] a n 8  reconveyed to the m v . m m d u s  ta-y w i t ~ e ~ d  from .U f o r m  
of disposal as public lands. 

The Exchan e Act of March 3, 1921, supra, was obWned primarily for the 
benefit of the hava  0 Indianr; neverthelem, the ueu m n a U d . W  in the Gov- 
ernment umuant t h ereto are not definitely declared by the act or the regula- 
tionr to  & heid aoludvely for the Navajo Tribe of I n d i a ~  u WM originJly 
Intended. 

In the exchanges already consummated and in thoee pending, a huge number 
of individual Navajo allottees have been required to rurrender their allotments 
within the lieu area selected by the railroad company, and in view of this aitua- 
tion it  wems that as a matter of simple justice to thew IndIans, legislation such 
.s ia enlbodied in the attached draft of a reposed bill should be enacted as Boon 
as possible, not only to protect the 1nJans'  righb and equitiea in the anwrs 
involved, but also in order to provide for the water and grazing developmenb 
of those arena for the benefit of the Indians. 

For the reasons dated, I recommend that  the encloeed dr&t of proposed 
legislation be 'ven favorable conaideration. 

S i n d y  yours, 
HAROLD L. Ic.re, 

ssacroty of Ihr Inbtior. 
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EXTENSION OF TIhZE FOR MAKING CONTRACTS FOR 
SBLE OF TIMBER ON INDIAN LAND 

Mr. BOQIUW of Oklahoma, from the Committee on Indian Maim, 
eubmitted the following 

R E P O R T  

The Committee on Indian Afiairs, to whom was r e f 4  the joint 
resolution (H.J.Res. 278) to amend Public Act No. 81 of the Seventy- 
third C a n i ,  relating to the sale of timber on Indian land, having 
mnsidere the same, report thereon with a recommendation that it do 
pass without amendment. . 

This legislation is suggested by the Department for the muon 
that it ha. proved impossible to negotiate, within the time limit 
fixed, the mn acts for the sale of timber contemplated in the original 
I d a t i o n .  &e letter of the Swetary of the Intsrior requesting 
tt;fs legislation follows: 

Hon. EDQAB HOWARD, 
Chairman Cornmitie8 on Indian Affoira, Houae 01 Reprercn*. 

MY Draa M a  CEAIEMAN: There is 
resolution extending to September 4 
Seventy-nd Con ss amended by 
relative to  the .ale o%bar on Indian h d s .  

Authorit extended under Public, 436, M amended by PubUo, 81, a p p a ~  to 
expire on Larch 1, 1934 and although much pmgrau ha been made In 111. 
revision of the Klsmath timber contrnctr the work incident thereto cannot be 
fullr accomplished prior to March 4 and poesibly not by June 30. 

The Klamath Indians and the timber contractors have requestad that the 
authority provided in the legislation above referred to  be extended to Boptember 
4. 1934. and the Indian &race believes that ruch action nil1 be to the beat In- 
- 7  - - -  . 
terest of all concerned. 
In view of the foregoing, I recommend that thb joint rssolution ncelve favor- 

able conslderation. 
S i n d y  youre, HAROLD L. I C K C ~ .  

oj the Interror. 

0 




