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.benefit of the

2 RESERVATION OF LANDS FOR BENEFIT OF NAVAJO INDIANS

which had been previously withdrawn for the Navajo Indians by Executive order,
were restored to the publio domain. Prior to the restoration and while the area
was still held as Indian reservation land a large number of allotments of 160 acres
each were made and a.proved to individual Navajo Indians. After the lands were
restored to the public domain many additional allotments of 160 acres each were
made to individual Navajos gggsunnt to section 4 of the General Allotment Act
of February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. 388), as amended. A large part of the area involved
in the original withdrawn area fell within the limits of the grant of the odd-num-
bered scctions made to the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad Co., now the Santa Fe
Pacific Railroad Co. Ownership by the railroad company of the odd-numbered
sections and the allotting of a large portion of the even-numbered sections to indi-
vidual Indians resulted in a ‘‘checkerboard” ownership which proved to be very
unsatisfactory from a practical and administrative viewpoint. As a result of this
‘‘checkerboard’ ownership, this office prepared legislation which was included
as an item in the act of March 3, 1921 (41 Btat. 1225-1239) reading as follows:
‘“The Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized, in his discretion, under
rules and regulations to be prescribed by him, to accept reconveyances to the

. Government of privately owned and State school lands, and relinquishments of

valld homes entries or other filings, including Indian allotment selections,
within any township of the public domaln in San uan, McKinley, and Valencia
Counties, N.Mex., and to permit lieu selections by those surrendering their rights
8o that the holdings of any claimant within any township wherein such recon-
veyances or relinquishments are made may be consolidated and held in solid areas:
Provided, That the title or claim of any person who refuses to reconvey to the

-Government shall not be hereby affected.”

Under this law exchanges have already been made with the railroad company
whereby certain lands have been reconveyed to the Government, and there are
further exchsn]}el pending. Approximately 234,000 acres will have been recon-
veyed to the United States gunuant to the above act. Under the regulations

romulgated September 19, 1022, and approved by the Department the same date,
he lands reconveyed to the Government are temporarily withheld from all forms
of disposal as public lands, -

The Exchanﬁe Act of March 3, 1921, supra, was obtained primarily for the

avaLo Indians; nevertheless, the areas consolidated in the Gov-
ernment pursuant thereto are not definitely declared by the act or the regula-

tions to held exclusively for the Navajo Tribe of Indians as was originally

intended.

In the exchanges already consummated and in those pending, a large number
of individual Navajo allottees have been required to surrender their allotments
within the lieu area selected by the railroad company, and in view of this situa-
tion it seems that as a matter of simple justice to these Indians, legislation such
as is embodied in the attached draft of a proposed bill should be enacted as soon
as possible, not only to protect the Indians’ rights and equities in the areas
involved, but also in order to provide for the water and grazing developments
of those areas for the benefit of the Indians. .

For the reasons stated, I recommend that the enclosed draft of proposed
legislation be given favorable consideration.

Sinoereiy yours, '
. HaroLp L. Icxzs,
Secretary of the Interior,

o

73p CoNacness } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { &l:rg;;
2d Session .

NTRACTS FOR
EXTENSION OF TIME FOR MAKING CO
SALE OF TIMBER ON INDIAN LAND

Frpruary 22, 1934.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr. Rocers of Oklahoma, from the Comfnitm on Indian Affairs,
submitted the following

REPORT
[To accompany H.J.Res. 378]

mmi Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the joint
re;lt;{llftig: (H.; %%?378) to amend Public Act No. 81 of the Segen_ty-
third Con relating to the sale of timber on Indian land, a.:u;g
considered the same report thereon with a recommendation that it do

i t ndment. -
pa’i‘shgnll;;lilsl:tri?)en is suggestcid by the t?gmrtp:ﬁ?: {(1)1: ttlxl;x :emr:
i d impossible to negotiate, wi I lis
}‘il:a& lg.hl;a:oé) r(;v(;s for Ehe sale of timber contemplated in the ongmﬁnal
legisl’ation. o letter of the Secretary of the Interior requesting

this legislation follows:

INTERIOR DEPARTMENT,
Waashington, February 18, '1934.
Hon. Epaar Howarp,

irman Commitlee on Indian Affairs, House of Representatives.
Mghg::: Mg, CeaieMaN: There is transmitted herewith a {:nm joint

435
i i tember 4, 1934, the authority granted ublie, y
is?é’é‘.i?;’:e‘é.’fﬁ.‘ii“‘é%%“’ Sep o eended by Public, 81, Seventy-third Congress,

ti on Indian lands.
nlf\tl:::otr‘l?tthgxstz‘:d:d ‘uur!lder Publie, 435, as amended by&htl)l:é 81:;1 :Eepmln tht:
i o e Kin 19?14{[”;2 anh(zugz‘hmtlll)%hw%r&gmdent thexr]eto cannot be
isi Klamat mber contr:
b scampished i to Bagch 4 and by ot by o S0y e
he Klamath Indians and the r e e e So tomber
i i i legislation above referred to be ex r
:utll;)%?tya.géotvl:ge{inﬁa? eSei%rimce believes that such action will be to the hest in

terﬁtv(i)év:l(l)(c?ﬁ:‘}?rnging, I recommend that this joint resolution receive favor-
able consideration.
Sio Y yours Harorp L. Ickrs,

Becretary of the Interior.
(@)
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