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RELINQUISIIMENTS, 'ETC., OF L.4NDS FOR BENEFIT OF 
NAVAJO INDIANS 

Fmmuiw 11. -1931.--Committed to the Committee of the Whob Houm on the 
Ate d the Unlm uld ordered to be printad 

Mr. Evus of Montana, from the Committee on Indian Maim, 
rubmitted the following 

R E P O R T  

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to wbom wns r e f e d  the bill 
(H. R. 16005) to nnit rcliuquishmenta and reconveyances of 
private1 owned Ian r! within certarn countieeia the State of Arizona 
ta the henited States for the bcnefit of the Navaio Indian.. and for 
other p-, having considered the erne, rekrt thereon with 
recommendation that ~t do Dase with the followinn amendmente: - - 

On page 1, line 6, after d e  word "of" insert tge word "such". 
On page 1, line 6, after the word "landsp*, insert "as in the opinion 

of the Secret of the Interior are desirable for and ehould le reeerved 
for the use an "B benefit of the Navajo Tribe of Indians ". 

On page 2, line 7, after the word "uareserved", insert the word 
88nonmineral ". 

The necessity for the enactment o! thia law is fully set forth m the 
report of the Secretary of the Intenor and the memorandum of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, which have been appended hereto 
and made a part of this report. 

D ~ A ~ T Y I N I  OT TEE INTCRIO~, 
Worhingion. January 18. 1931. 

Ron. 8corr Lrrvrrr, 
Chaarman CommiUm on Indian Adaim, 

Howe o/ Rsprerentatina. 
hlr DEAU h¶a. LEAVITT: In r ~ n s e  to your inquiry of January 12 for an 

opinion on H. R. 18005, which is a ill to permit relinquishrnenta and reconvey- 
anen of privately owned land within certa n counties fn the S t a b  of Arlrona to 
the United Statea for the benefit of the Navajo I n d i a ~ ,  and for other purposes, 
1 t m d t  herewith a memorandum on the rubject that hm k e n  rubmitted by 
Commbeionu Rhords. of the Otace of Indinn ABah. 



2 RELINQUISH LANDS FOB BENEFIT OF NAVAJO INDIANS 

After a review of the proposed mensure. 1 recommend that the bill be amended . - 
as follows: 

Pap;e 1, line 6, immediately after the word "of." insert the word "such"; and, 
1mmc.diately after the word "lands", insert "as in the opinion of the Secretary of 
the Interior are desirable for and should be reserved for the use and benefit of 
the Navajo Tribe of Indians". 

Page 2, line 7, immediately after the word "unreserved". insert the word 
"nonmineral". 

Otherwise I aKree with Mr. rho ad^ 
Very truly yours, 

RAT LYMAN W I L B U ~ ,  Surd4ty. 

D~PABTYENT OT TBZ INTIBIOB, 
Orlr~ce or  INDIAN A~TAIBII, 

Washington. January 2s. 1031. 
Memorandum for the Beeretaty. 

This is In reference to the request of the House Cammittee on Indian Affairs. 
dated January 12. 1931, for report on H. R. 18006. a bill to permit relinquishmenb 
and reconveyances of privately owned land within certain counties in the State 
of Arizona t o  the United States for the benefit of the Navajo Indians. and for 
other purposes. This blll is identical with 8. 5577. introduced January 5, 1931. 

The purpoee of this proposed legislstjon is to overcome the dinadvan en qow 9 existlag of "checkerboard" wntml of landa by Indiane and private Ian o w a m  
wlthln three coi~nties-Apache, Navajo.andCoconioo-in Arizona. to the end that 
the boldinga of the res ctive parties ma  be unified or consolidated. I b  effect 
will be to round out te mkhern  h u n &  of the Navajo Indian Rmervation 
and add largo amm to the rpaervatlon for t i e  uw of the tribo ss a whole and a t  
the samo time allow private Iandownem to block out their hoidintp, thus proving 
beneficial to all conc~rned. This ropoeed legislation is dmilar to the act of 
Mareh 3, 1921 (11 Rlat. 1239). auPborisiog reconvevsncea and relinquishments 
to the (:ovc.rnment of prfvntdy owned land. State scl~ool lands, valid hornenteed 
entries or other filin~s. ineliding Indian allotment selections within any township 
of the public dnn~rin in 8an Juan. MoKinley, and Valencia Cduntirs, N. blex.. 
and which allown lieu oe lec t io~  of land on the public domain to be made by 
partlcv surrenderilr~ their Ian& thereunder. 

Rectlon 2 of the bill provides that no furthrr allotuients of lands to Indians 
shall be mndo in tho counties of Apache, Navajo and Coconino. Ariz.. and the 
countles of MoHinley, Ran J t~an ,  and Valeneia, d. hlex., pending con~pletion of 
the exchanges contc~l~plated b r  the bW, and tl~ereafter allotments to Inciiaru in 
said counties ellall be co11fincd to lande within Indian reservatioxm or l o  lands 
heretofore or I~ereafkr acquired by the United Etatea in said eountiea for the 
benefit of Indians generally. 

Considering tlmt the Navtrjo Tribe, as a whole, stands to ultimately ac uire 
Iwge arean of land through t b i ~  proposed leginlation, and also under the %ew 
Mexico e x o l ~ a n ~ e  trct of March 3, 1921, supra, we an! agreeable to discontinuing 
allot~nents to individual Indians on the public domain within the wuntiee in 
question an provided for in the bill. 

By resolution paanecl t ~ y  the Navnjo County Board of Supervisors at their 
wgular nleet in~ held on December 1, 1030, the board sclvocated the introduction 
arrd c~nact~l~cnt  of legislation as ir embodied in the bill. 

AccorJiugly, it is renpectfully recommeuded that the bill be enacted. 
C. J. Rnoroe. Commiuwna. 

BBIDGE ACROSS SAN FRANCISCO BAY 

Mr. LM, from the Committee on Interstate and B'oreign Commerce, 
submitted the following ' . 

t 

R E P O R T  , I  

I ,  

' ,  . , r  

PTo .ccompany 8.68261 

The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 5825) granting the consent of Con- to the 
State of California to construct, maintnin, and operate a toll bridge 
across the Bay of San Francisco from the Rincon Hill district in San 
Francisco by way of Goat Island to Oakland, havin considered end 
amended the same, report thereon with a recornmen ation that it do 
Pa=- 

I 
Amend the bill 9 follows: 
Page 2, line 23, after the word "exceed" strike out the word 

"forty " and insert the word "thirty" in lieu thereof. 
Amend the title to read as follows: 
Granting the consent of Congresa to the Stab of California to construct, mdn- 

tain, and o rate a bridge acroee the Bay of Ssn Francisco from the HIncon HU 
district in g n  Frenclro by way of Goat Island t o  Oakland. 

The bill has the approval of the War, Nary and Commerce Depart- 
ments, as will appear by the lrttcn attached, also approval of Agri- 
culture Department, aa shown by report on 11. H. 16298, a similar bill. 

Il'orh~ngia. February S.  PSI. 
The CEAIRYAX C o u ~ r n c c  ox C o u u r ~ c s .  

D'nifcd Stdcr Scnnfc, IVarhinpton, D. C. 
!UT DEAR MR. C e ~ r n u ~ s :  Rrplgill~ to the conrmittce's letter ol Jsnuar 23, 

1931, submitting the bill (S. 6825) arunting the consent of ('onprens to tile &ate 
of Cdifornia to eonetruct, nmintlrin, R I I ~  operate a toll bri~lgc- ncmm the Ilay of 
h n  Frntlciwo from the Rirwm Hill di-trict In Snn Franciqco by way of Goat 
14antl to Osltlantl over thr  Kt\ Route hlc~lr. :rnd ny~est i r te  the vle~vn and mcorn- 
mendstions of the Xvvy Departnrent thrrron. I Iltr\e the I~o~it*r 10 irlforr~l yo11 lu 
fcdlvws: 

The purpo-e vf this I d 1  i* to  autIi+trize tlrc w ~ w r u r l i w ,  ~ n ~ ~ i t ~ t w ~ s r r n * ,  ant1 
opwation uf a toll bridge acrwr tlw Un! of Strn k'rut~ctaco. a.i rvft.rra.11 to in ~ t r  
title. 




