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Commisgioner of Indian Affairs
wasnington, D, C.

Dear bir. Commissioner:

Mr. w. R, Centerwall has completed his recommendation for the
adjustment of the bistrict ¢ of the Hopi Indian Reservation.
His report is a result of painstaking efforts and field research
. and those aciuainted with the problem end its diffiecult compli=
' cations feel that this report is an accomplishment. The chair-~
man of the Tribal Council has approved it as indicated by Lis
gignature.

I feel sure that an incresse in the area of less acrecge
would not receive the approval of the Hopis.and that there will
be many who will feel thet there should have been nwuch more
added, However, it is believed that most Fopis would not dis~
approve of the area resccmmsnded be kMr. Centerwall for land
ranagerment unit.

Ag bes teen rrevicusly repcrved all suitable farm lands
on Yistrict 6 are in culti¥ation and there are many Hopis who
do not have adeyuate farm lands to produce sufficient crops
for tueir needs., ‘'he hard rock irrigation project was con-
structed for the Hopis and since it was off the District
they were reluctant to occupy end till the land. In addition
to the irpigated. srea there is also some good farm land west
of the Oraibi:. .uash below Otto's farm.,. It is believed that
if the Oraibi valley below hard rock dam is inecluded within
the district boundary as reconmended by Mr. Centerwall {that
it would pe dry farmed by the Hopis end would snswer the immed-
iate needs of sowme groups for additional farm land. This land
could be placed under ditch from the dam when moneys become
available. The valley contains about two square miles of dry
farming land . kiost of this land would reguire very little
clearing. as 1t is almost bare from heavy use in distant past,.
This land is of very limited value for grazing purposes but
would add several hundred acres wnich would be above the average
of Hopi farming lands and would comtribute materially to the
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subsistence of the Hopis.

It is felt that to facilitate-adminis: ion and range
menagement that there should be.mo on ‘or off grazing permits

on bistrict 6. There will be many adj g of the
individual Indians' grazing areas;along;the*&istrict line since
the line intercepts individual grazing areas of both Hopi and
Navajo but it is felt thut the personnel of the Navajo and
Hopl jurisdietions are willing and anxious to cooperste in the
effortnecessary. The advantage to administration, range manage=
ment planning, the livestock'{ndgstry, and the economic welfare
ot the Indilans will more than compensate for the slight

turmoil during the period of sdjustment. Renge managewent

on the llopi has been carried almost as far as possible due to
the uncertain land status as has existed during the past six
years. kapid progress is expected ‘us soon a8 a definite ares
has been established,

The hopis and personnel are anxiously awaiting your
decision on the proposed houndary of District 6.

Sincerely yours,

‘ﬁﬁ:ﬁggéi;iadd

Superintendent
Salinma

cc: Navajo Jervice
Regional Office
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