DEPA RQTMENT OF TH‘E’
UNITED STATES INDIAN FIELD Si

Toadlena New Mex1co ‘
July 8, 1923, ~

Monorable Chas. H. Burke,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington, D. C.

Sir:

I telegraphed your yesterday in regard to the meetlng7
.0f the Havago Trival Council, as follows:

%“ "Nava‘o Council held today perfectly har-
monious, Entirely successful. Resolution
8g. prepared in Weshington passed by unanimous
vote. . Slgned by all members. Am reporting

- fully.” ’

NG The Council went off all right. The Indians assemble
BT here on the evening of the sixth and were all present by teu
o'clock on the seventh, at which time the meeting was calle
to order, All of the Delegates and all of the Alternates we
present. Mr. Chee Dodge and Mrs. Wetherill also came here

, my request. There were a number of other Indians and guite
5 number of outsiders including oil men and newspaper men, T
 ‘meeting was open to all who cared to attend. Upon the asggen
bling of the meeting in the morning, I appointed Mr. Fran
Walker and Mr. Jacob C. Morgan as interpreters, and then
ceeded with an address, a copy of which, substantlaliy as ma

I am enclosing herewith., Upon the OlOSng of this address I-
read to them the resolution which was prepared in Washington S
before I left there, presenting it to them in exactly the same. e
way as then prepared., The meeting then adjourned until after L

lunch.

At the afternoon meeting they proceeded with the organ-
ization of the Convention as prescribed in the Regulations of
April 24, I Dbeing in the Chair. llr. Louls Watchman was elected
temporary Chairman of the Convention, and took the Chair. The:
Convention assembled and nominations were made for Chairman of
the lavajo Tribal Council, which resulted in the election of - t

/lir. Chee Dodge by a vote of fourteen to ten, the only other - :
candidate being llonesconal, who received nine votes. : =

.~ Hosteen Begoiden Begai was then elected Vice Chairman
by majority vote. Ir. Cheﬁ Dodge is from the Navajo juris-
diction and Hosteen Begofﬂen Begai is from the Leupp Jurls—,
diction.

”
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The convention was carrled on «hr
greatest harmony and without any frieti
the Cheirman took the chair the matter
resolution I had presented to them in %
the couvening of the Council was taken mpls
good deal of very intelligent discussion th 'golu
was unanimously passed., I proceeded at once to s oure
a signed copy of this resolution, as suggestied by the
Department, having the same executed in duplicate by all
of the Delegates to the Council, and one copy of this re-
solution so signed, I am sendlng to you under separate
cover.

3

The minutes of the Council are being now prepared
by Mrs. Loukes, the Secretary of the Council, who is em~
ployed at the Agency at Shiprock, and when the same is
ready I will forward a copy to the Department.

There was another meeting of the Council ysesterday ' 3
evening, at which various matters were discussed, and then S
the Council adjourned,

A1l of the: Delegates and Alternates, as well as
other people present at the Council, left Toadlena this
morning.

I trust this matter has been consummated in a manner
satisfactory to the Indian Office and to the Department.
The Indians all seem to be very well pleased with the re-
sult and have left Toadlena feeling that an important
crisis in the history of their Tribe has been passed and ]
that the chances of getting immediate development of the E
hoped for 0il fields in this region are good. They are Jﬂ\
all exceeding anxious that such devébpment be proceedwd
with as rapidly as possible,

e had a good rain yesterday, which seems to be
very general over the reservation, and the first rain in
eight or ten months, which doubtless added to their good
feelings.

I shall of course report fully in regard to the 51t—
uvation as scoon as I have time to make a report.

I wish to say that lir. Hashbarger, the Principal of
the Toadlena School, and all of his staff, as well as em~
ployees from the Shiprock Agency, who have so greatly
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deal of credlt for their partlclpation 1n th metter,:
I am,

Very respectfully yours,
' ‘ | 0

éimmw h‘%hijr
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