
\ 
honorab le  Chas. H. S u r k e ,  
Commissioner o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  
IVashington, D. C .  

A t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  meet ing  t h e y  proceeded with t h e  organ- 
i z a t i o n  of t h e  Convention as p r e s c r i b e d  i n  'the R e g u l a t i o n s  o f ,  
April 2 4 ,  I b e i n g  i n  t h e  Chai r .  19r. Louis Siratchrnan w a s  electeii 
temporary Chairman o f  the Bonvention,  and t o o k  t h e  C h a i r ,  The 
Convention assembled and nominat ions  mere made f o r  Chairman o f  
%he Uavajo T r i b a l  C o u n c i l ,  which resulted i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of  

~ ' i r ~ r .  Ghee Dodge by a v o t e  of fourtee11 t o  t e n ,  t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  
c a n d i d a t e  b e i n g  Uonesconai~,  who r ece ived  nine v o t e s ,  

, I los teen  Begoiden 3 e g a i  w a s  then  e l e c t e d  Vice Chairman 
by m a j o r i t y  v o t e .  Pk. Che$ Dodge i s  'from t h e  Mavajo j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  and  Hosteen ~ e g o 2 8 e n  Begai  i s  from t h e  Leupp ju r i s -  
d i c t i o n .  

# 



The minu tes  of t h e  Counc i l  a r e  b e i n g  now p r e p a r e d  
by Mrs. Loukes,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  who i s  em- 
ployed a t  t h e  Agency a t  S h i p r o c k ,  and when t h e  same is 
r e a d y  I w i l l  forward a copy t o  t h e  Department.  

There  was a n o t h e r  mee t ing  of t h e  C o u n c i l  y e s t e r d a y  
even ing ,  a t  which v a r i o u s  m a t t e r s  were d i s c u s s e d ,  and t h e n  
t h e  Counc i l  ad journed .  

A 1 1  o f  t h e  ~ e l e ~ a t e s  and A l t e r n a t e s ,  a s  w e l l  as 
o t h e r  p e o p l e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  l e f t  Toadlena  t h i s  
morning, 

I t r u s t  this m a t t e r  h a s  been consummatgd i n  a mann 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  O f f i c e  a n d  t o  t h e  Department .  
The I n d i a n s  a l l  seem t o  be v e r y  w e l l  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  r e  
s u l t  and have l e f t  Toadlena  f e e l i n g  t h a t  an i m p o r t a n t  
c r i s i s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  T r i b e  has been p a s s e d  and 
t h a t  t h e  chances  of  g e t t i n g  immediate development o f  t h e  
hoped f o r  o i l  f i e l d s  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  a r e  good. They a r e  
a11 exceed ing  anx ious  t h a t  such  devebpment be proceedwd 
w i t h  as r a p i d l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

Me had a good r a i n  y e s t e r d a y ,  which seems t o  be 
v e r y  g e n e r a l  ove r  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  and t h e  f i rs t  r a i n  i n  
e i g h t  o r  t e n  months ,  which d o u b t l e s s  added t o  t h e i r  good 
f e e l i n g s ,  

I s h a l l  of c o u r s e  r e p o r t  f u l l y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s i t -  
u a t i o n  as soon as I have time t o  make a r e p o r t .  

I wish t o  s a y  t h a t  1 .  E.ashbarger ,  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  o f  
t h e  Yoadlena S c h o o l ,  and a l l  of h i s  s t a f f ,  as w e l l  as em- 
p l o y e e s  from t h e  S h i p r o c k  Agency, who have s o  g r e a t l y  

- - ~.. , . 



assisted me in this work, have a a d e a ~ ~ v ~ r y  g . r e s t l ~  to 
the success of t h e  occasion. Everything pop~ib'~6 h d k  
been done by a l l  of them, and they all deserve a great  
deal of credit for their participation Pn the. +mattor. 

I am, 

Very r e s p e c t f u l l y  yours, -- 


