' The Honorgh!
Coumissione

Dear Mr. Comm

on that dste.
ion of the two &
present, Du
the Navajo J*

Ing the past ye&r Jim Blaekgoet, an alternate
éai t1 ‘died, end no ome has yet been electes
@y Mertine, the alternate from the Pu
..ctian, regigned, and Willlem Antoine, 2 young edﬁeta-\
ted Indien and a. veryugooﬁ man, was elected there in his plece. He'
was preésent at the, ,il here. There have been no changes in: the

P

Mre. Charles
here was nameﬁ ueomwtary of '
with Dashne Clahchesehg
In fact Chee Dodge aﬁﬁ

he .

was held on the campus ‘under the trees.

der at nine in the morning and continued until
“the afternoon with an hour out ffr lunch.

A eompleta stanograhic report of all ths proceedingo was noﬁ .
g possible &e there was a great deal of free discussion by the SR

a3 delegates in the Navajo language which it was not possible to

: fully report. I will, however, later send in &s full & report oﬁ fhe
- proceedings as I can.

\f'
i

Teking your letter of June 28th (45197-24) as a basis 'of‘
discussion, I opened the meeting, with a full and very frank G
report of what hed been done during the past year in the way of B
011l developemenit on the treaty reservation under the suthority ' =
extended to me by the Toadelna resolutions of a year sgo, and then
went very fully into the metter of industrial developement as more
particularly outlined in your letter, strescing perticularly
the need of getting rid of useless ponies zné of breeding up
the rerervation sheep by the introduction of first class rame.
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I linked this up with the matter af the mavajo Extemtion snd
told them very clearly that one of the main ressons Tor the faixure
to secure the asgsent of Congress fo.the bill providing for the
Extension was the fact that, in the opinion of many people in
Washington and eleewhere, the Government is not justified #m/n
granting more grazing lands to the Navalos until they make the hest
use of the lands they slready have, end that the continued large num
bers of ncelss horses was the grestect handieap to them in securing
what they want in the way of more lendt I did not tell them that
that was the only reason for the fgilu® to get the extenslon but
that the white sheep men who degire that range have the best sort of
an argument in cupport of their opposgition in this horse mattar
and %thet, of course, they do not fail to use that argument to the
fullrct eAtnnt and thet, in fact, whether these white men are
actuated by mmrely “elfl°h motives or not, the situation, in s lar-
ger way, have¢ sctuslly gotten down to the question of the Navajoes
concenting to reduce the number of their horses very meterially
if theyhope to get any further rangnr outgide the pregcent reserva~
tion.

I then went fully into the matter of better sheep and more
wool, and, in a very personal end friendly way talked to them
on that subject, as one who is personally interested in the-
sheep business in New liexico. I told them that we had just finished
clipping some 11000 cheep on a ranch in which I sm interested
and hed overaged 9% pounds of wool per head for the whole bunch,
and that while it Was.not to be expected that 'they could ever do as
well as that under the conditions which prevail here there was a
tremendous spread between that snd the three or three and & half
pounds of wool which, &according to the best information we can get,
is the wyeegge clip here. I unrged upon them gt lesngth the great = - |
neceseity of improving their stock and of adopting better renge *
methods as fast as pocsible. I, however,warned them that in the
cempaign for better wool and mutton sheep they should not overlook
"the fact that it might be quite possible to dreed their sheep
up to too fine a point, thereby losing some of the very desiresble
qualities of en&u;ance which makec the rough Navajo sheep so hardy s
and go well suited to the ftough conditions Whlch prevail in this
country. The i8eal to attaln and work towards is an enimal
with the greatest amount of endurance and to produce the maximaum
amount of “wool and mutton consistent with endurence and resistence to
the general tough conditions prevailing here. I mentioned to them
the possibility that & Xarekule crosc with some of the old type

Navajo csheep might prove a very useful experiment. That is & matter
which T will tale up more fullv leter with the office.
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ranga improve

In oonneaﬁien Wi : :
e on the reserva,,

the question of wider
gsbsolute necessit

with the gover in keepin ‘he wabﬁriﬁga after the

0 |
) . 1
Goverhment had a them. The G ernmeﬁ% ‘T t0ld8 them, cannot _1
i
1

be expected to @o it all. It has spentva very 1arge sum.of money

in digging wells, instelling windmills, digging tanks and developping
springs, and is still doing so, but it .is cbeut.useless to do this

i¥ these watrings are not kept in order after: they awe developped,

and, as this developement 1s for the benefit only of the Indians
themselves we expect them to ccoperaste fully in the mainaining of
these watrings. I told them I had had a good deal of experience myse
1f in this phase of the stock business -~ which ts true-~ and that when -
we developped & well, or a waterhole we kept it in the most effikdéient
condition by constant attention—~ otherwice it was a drag and a nuis
ance- that in many places on the reservation I had seen wekls and
tanks in bad shape, wafer wasting,dead cheep and dead horses in ?
the tanks, broken fences et cetera. The Department under the
direction of Mr. Womsek (Mr. Womack was present) was doing o great de
deal in maintaining these waterings, but with the force he has
aveilable he cesnno® poseibly do it all., One of hic men has abouf
thirty wells to look after, snother over forty, and it is quite
impossible with ‘such & force to keep them all up &s they should

be kept up~ that they cannot be properly kept up unless the,

Indians themselves do & greet deal more then they have done to help
him keep them up., They zre doing something in that line but nowhere
near enough. They should give this matter careful thounght and

get it thoroughly into their heads thet they must help themselves
along these lines if they expect further weter developement and

if they hope for more grazing land.

After thesge remarks, in which the dclegates and the

many other Indians present seemed very keenly interested, a general
discussion followed in the Navejo language. There was not very :
mch said by them in regard to the oil developements at the morning
session;they said they had confidence thet the Government was doing
evervthin* thst could be done along the thines promised at the
Toadlena conference, and thet while they were disappointed at the

eculte on the Tocito and the Table besa they hoped that further
exp%&ration elsevhere whuld result better. They asked if the <
lesset on the Tocito had sbandoned their lease and I told them they
not. They were much interested in knowing that the water well
on the Tocito and probebly that on the Table llesa would permsnently
go to the Indians.
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They then brou ;
Treaty crip east of the re :
in my remarkes., Vith this some of the.
intellegently in tough.fhe gist of con  disduss!
to this business was th&t they are vely a - to .gee &
tested and also the nohwtresty lends $o.1 sat, and that they want
this test as soon as pessible= also that fhey want to get the full
royalties from these lands if oil is . digcoVe on: them~ if they
possibly can get them all~ that they are stendimg behind the

Indian Office in ite efforts to get all the royalties end will contin
ue to so stend— until or unless they find it ig imposgible to get

agll the royelties~ bu% that if it trangpires that Congress (pro-
viding 1t proves to be a question for Congress to determine) _
will not give them &ll the royalties they willllet down in their
demend for all the royalties, if they are foreced to, to the

extent of dividing with the states and the government on a 50/50
basis but that they would not stand  for any less then 50%. :

Of course I didn'f think it necessery to tell them that the

question would probably be mltimetely settled irrespeotive

of what they think about it~ because I do think their views and their
wishes shoul@ be given .eonsiderstion, and I tpld them that T wonld
present to Washingbon their point of wiew and tell you that they were
giving the matter intellegent and thoughtful econsideration.

up the ‘m

They are much disappointed about the faildre of the Crown
Point Extension, and while they were not ready, at the morning
session, to anewer me very fully ebout the horse business they
did put themselves on record, as far as the Extenslon is concerned,
to the effect that they had no desire whatever to ask for anmy rights
on the propoced erez of the Extencion except the grazing rights,
that they asked only for the grazing privileges there, and are
perfectly willing that if there ie 0il there, outside the alloted
lands that the white men shall have it under such arrangements as
Washington may desire to impose., A resolution to that effect
wee passed and unamimecugly adopted as will more fnlly appear in i
the manutes of the meeting. ‘

Thedr maoin interest in resyonse to ny remarks wae in the matter ;
of more snd bBetter bucks. They all want more, &re anxious for

meny more, and want me to get the Office to tell them in detail how

they cen get them. Only a few of them sre able to go out end buy them; |
they want the government to ¢o & great ceal more then it has dome R
in giving thom the opportunity to get them. One or two of the S
delgates intimated that they thoughtvs the Government ought S
to furnish them with bucks but this suggestion was immediately
repudisted by the Council as a whole and the sentiment was general

that they aid not want anything free, they were willing to pay

for good bucks. Chee said that numbers of the Indians ere quite

well gble to pay outright for ducks, that many others will not

be sble to pay for them all in cach end that whet we ought to

)
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varlous ma.perintendenciee
et pvints on or near the
nd at the Proper ‘seasom
nts, and that provisions
s by such individuals as
his way has already

they want & great a

; &Wayn next year.

do is to devise
or at Gallup or:
reservetion &
for the Ind3
should be m
conld nob p,
been aacompf

. X fto end apprmVea the
glan o start’ horaughbred herds at Pt Apache and at Wingate

ut this i1e g0 far in the future that it does not mean mmeh to
them and they want immediste action. They are willing &nd more
than willing to wacquiesce in your suggestions but they want

to be given a definite plan on which to Work it out.

4t the afternoon session they brought np the matter again
in connection with the disposal Which is to be made of the ,
bonus and royalties sccruing to the Tribal Funds from the ‘ ;
011l leases and passed a resolution to the effect that it was i
their desire that $100,000 of this fund if as much as that :
should become avallable, should be used in the purchbe of }
bucks for the Tribe. This will more fully appear in the minutes |
of the meeting. I told them that I aid not know how this matter ' :
could be worked out but that Ixould put it vp to the Office
with e view of trying to work out = plan in accordence with their
desire, as I considered it abput the most impiartant phase of Nava
jo developement. I will teke occasion in the near future to write
the Office more fully on this metter.
|
|
|
|
|

i Chee and others spoke to me in private about the dance

J and religious questions,intimeting that it was a delicate
‘matter which should be treated cerefully. However, at the
opening of the afternoon session I went.into that and read to |
them certain portions of Seoretary Work's article in the {
Saturdsy Evening Post, as a text for my - remarks. I aid not I
attenpt to read it all, as I thought. they would not be sble ‘
to grasp it all but conflned nyself evpecially to the
following sentences of the uecretary s ctatement;~ ‘

i "The Government is not attempting te supplant -

| Indian religion with other forme of worship, but v

: ‘ approves of efforts to modify its ordinaces into

§ harmony with the forms of the Christian religion

i which civilization hag approved, from which our
rules of life are drafted and upon which our Govern~ \ ]
went iec founded. £

Nor is the Indian Bureay cttempting to prohiblt

Inijon dances, elther as a secular or religioug
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oeremony, or as an amusement but hopes through rlslng
intellegence and a fuller education that the Indisn may
be reasonea away from" certain practi o8,

"I ﬁopracaﬁe as ill~advised the attitude of those
who wonld detaift the Indian in his Primitive state, and
who would idle spy on his religious festivals or exhibit
his ceremonies to the curious for a fee"

I attempted. tousj - gtate ;ts were very
clearly intrep: o V,jiniﬂ» Y were greatly inter-
ested, &s was ~‘“ghv"5w L1y-in the last sentence
qaoted -Ghe: hat he tk 1%, mxong for the
Benartment { -wﬁan es and at the seme time to

g6 out to the fiestas eVerywhere ané dance
411 the Indisns there stated that

o8¢ shows , that, as far as the

1y "bums™ and no-moodb took part in

ow what I.would do to stop them. I told

:4t was up to them to stop them by not

going ta them o nding eneourgementy to them, that that wase

their affair, they Imew now what the Secretary and the office

and what I thoughﬁ 'of them and 1 would leave the matter in thelr

hands to act in regard to it ags they saw f£it, thot I didn't like

these pame &
they &tn@ngly
Navajoes ‘we:
them end want
them very plsa

it eny more than:the Sectftery, thet I thought it was infra dig

but that we couldn't prohibit them from exhibiting themselves
at the white man's.shows for money if they wented to- that that

was btheir affair, hut that it seemed to me they didn't take their ,

ceremonies very seriously if they were willing to meke a.show of -
them for money, that what the Government was interested in was
to give them every opportunity to become Christians if ‘they want
to and that we were not favorable to customs or ceremonies and
sings if they actually interfred with the health and sanitary
measures which the Government is ineugurating for the stamping
out of trachoma, tuberculosis end other dcocease amongst the
Indians. This was as far as I went towards Jumping on the
liedicin Men and their practises, and ss far as I thought it

wigse to go at this time. On the whole thecse remsrks were very
well rccelved indeed and will doubtless sink in and be thouroughly
digcussed all over the reservation. What the Leoretary hao said

will be very fully considered, I &n sure.

[ PO ——
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This led to a disausvion of the mea&ureu ‘whih are belng taken .
by the Office #dr the eradication of tréhoma and the campaign now
started on the: Navajo -Juridietion. I have not been advise& at
all eince thenGaIIup‘eanference &8s to ﬁhe detalls ef What ‘has

g ‘eueeaperatlon
xpected them o respond

‘e .in@aguratea by the
111ty that the Red Cross
would esgtab ; rs. in various parts of the '
reservation ‘heal; I i 1-senitary ways. To gll of this
. the delegates promi&eﬁ their hegerty support. Thay fully

i realize the seriousness of the situation in regerd to both trachoma
‘ and t&berculo is. '  Some of these men, who were in the war, know
what the red cross 1s and will respond to any activities Whlch that
orgenization mey insugurate as well as to the offices activities
sincerely and actively &z soon &s they know what they are.

Governmenﬁ.

This led to the Opaning up of the gquestion of the outside school

~and the effect that the sending sway of childrenm has on their
health. It was brought up by one of the delegetes who spoke

very forceably and very convinceingly #én that line. He said that
agein and again children who had been taken to some of the
non-recervetion schools had, because of the change of c¢limate

and because of their loniness and homesickness contracted
tuberculosis and either died before they got home apd had

come home and died. He said this was pitiful end sad and ought

not to be, that he wanted the Navajo chiléren, ecpecially the

young ones kept in the reservation schools, unless they showed a #
desire when they reached an age when they knew what they wanted

to go out for further education along lines that would do them good,
that is wae wrong to go and take these children forgesably against
their and their partents wish- all wrong-~ that it should be
changed, the parents should be consulted. He stated very
definitely a point of view.which had not before been brought

to my attention and thHat wasg that the rending of the girls te

the outslde schools and long . separation from thelr familes and
their clans often resulted in their merrying within the clan

before or after their rebturn to the reservation, & practice contrars
to the custom of the Navajos and a practice bad in itself which the
, Navajoeg deprecated and which results badly from everg point of
1 view. It 1sn't right he said, to wmarry your own relations.

Cv-6417-201 NNO014670
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except with th
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to the arbitr

them thet Wl
" problenms, es

They remarked t at the fault wac not with the cuperintendents,
that the ‘suparintendents were ordered from Washington to get a cert~
ain number of send away to £ill the schoold and that they
simply hod 4o do 3%, whether they wanted to or mot, or whether
the mhildren’ Were_“fﬁually ready or not or willing or prspared or fit
to go.

‘ This qnoatlon«is baeoming constantly more tence and difficult
an? chould be seriously considered if the Government hopes to
get results in any way commensurate with the money and effort now
being expended in Navajo education.

Another matter brought up in the aftermoon was that of the

articipation #m the Nevajo Tribal fund of alloted Indians outside
Jthe reservation end a resolution was introduced an? unanimously

pasged #o the effect that the tribe as a whole should shonld
Jhold oil, ges and minerals in common whether discovered on : i
the recervation or on Navajo slloteiments. The Indlans here o
who hold allotements signed a peper adhereing to this plan, . SR
4 copy of this paper is herewith encloged for the recpris of -
the Office. This resolution wes drawn up by Deshna one of the et
delegates from this jurisdiction. I shonld be glad to have

the views of the office as to this matter. !

,}j It wae also regolved thet, if possible, WEOOO of the
royaltics should be uprrapriaten snnualy to pay rentsls on
‘roilroad lands leased to the Navejoes outside the reservation.

1

PN

The matter of a certain Inadian Judge in the Navajo Jurisdiction
wes brought up at the meeting. I think it besct to metber make
this & subject of a gepcrate communication. It 1s very serious.

mhe delegates have all cterted home to-day. They all exprescsed f
themselves s well pleased with the Council. It seems to me that it
wagc very sucesful and ugeful in many wayso. -

Respectfully yours 77??@%%?u4-1af}_“ . e
- = . ~ -
: Cotmicgimmes #o oe FZarvzzo M )
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