
,.-. ETr, Charles H. Dicksen, 
LenBp Indian School end Agenay, 

Lenpp, drieana. 

Dear S i r : -  
I 

Your l e t t e r  o f  the 2 6  i n s t ,  just received, and 
i n  answer, I beg t o  inform you t h a t  the re  i s  a United 
S ta te8  km which m&as i t  penal f a r  a person t o  take more 
than one wife. This is b i p o a s ,  and the  Courts have held 
that therss being such Unitad Statem l a m ,  the Territo- 
r i a l  laws uyon t h s t  question a r e  of no force,being super- 
Ueded by the  United S t a t e s  s t c tu t e .  

Thera i s  a l so  a S ta tu te  af Arizona muking it 
the crime o f  Rape t o  have sexual intercourse with g i r l s  
unaer seventeen years af aga; providhg , they  r r e  not $+e 
wives o f  the persons having such intercaurse,  

In t h i s  c a s e , i f  such exis t , the  custams o f  t h e  
Inqlisns i n  regard t o  marriages a re  recognized a s  making 
v a l i d  marriages among these  people51 suppase upon the ground 
o f  pub l i c  policy; therefore ,  2% would be very d i f f i c u l t  t a  
sus ta in  any conviatian f o r  such offense,where the  IniIian 
had taka a w i f e  i n  aceordunce with their cus€oms. 

Again the  Territorial Courts regard t h o  In&ian 
as a ward of the United States  i t s e l f ,  and a r e  very l o the  
t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  any mat ters  which properly come under the 
control  o f  the  United S t a t e s  as t o  t h e i r  wards. 

I can imagine tha t  you a re  having s o m  8 i f f i -  
au l ty  i n  these respec$s, and are  v e q  much annoyed there- 
by i n  many ways, bat I have heretofore talked the  matter 
over with the United S ta t e s  D i s t r i c t  Attorney, :ma he ex- 
pressed himself about i n  the  l ine  which I have above men- 
t ioned,  :=& d i d  not seem t o  regara i t  c d v i ~ a ~ b l e  f o r  the 
loca1 administrat ions i n  Arizana t o  i n t e r f e r e t i n  these  
mateers. 

It gives m e  pleusure t o  advise you i n  respect  
t o  these  th ings ,  and r eg re t t i ng  the annoyances which yon 
may possibly have, I beg t o  remain 

Sincers ly  yours, 


