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Mr. Charles H. Dicksan,
Leupp Ind ian School and Agency,
Leupp, Arizaona.
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Dear 3ir:- e ny

Your letter of the 24 inst, just received, and
in answer, I beg to inform you that there is =« Unlted
States lew which mskes 1t penal for & person to take maore
than one wife. This 13 bigemous, and the Courts have held
that there being such - United Statas laws, the Territoa
rial laws upon that questlon are of no force ,being super-
#eded by the United States statute.

There 18 also a Statute ef Arizona making it
the crime of Rape to have sexual intercourse with girls
under seventeen years of age; prOV1&§ng they sre not thp
wives of the persons having such intercourse,

In this case,if such exist, the customs of the
Indians in regaerd to marrlages are recognlzed as making
valid marriages among these peoplesI suppose upon the ground
of publie policy; therefore, it would be very difficult to
sustain any convietion for such offense, where the Indian
had taken a wife in aceordance with their customs.

Lgain the Territorial Courts regard the Indian
as a ward of the United States itself, and are very lothe
to interfere in any matters which properly come under the
control of the United States as to their wards.

I can imagine that you are having some diffi-
culty in these respects, and are very much ennoyed there-
by in many ways, but I have heretofore talked the matter
over with the United Stetes District Attorney, and he ex-
pressed himself about in the line which I have above men-
tioned, and did not seem to regard it advisgble for the

~local administrations in Arizana to. interferé.in these

matiers.,

It gives me pleasure to advise you in respect
to these things, and regretting the annoyances which you
may possibly have, I beg to remain

-Sincerely yours,
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