CV-6417-201

Copy ) Department of Justice. —_—
Office of United States Attorney,
For the Territory of Arizona,
Mr. Chas. H. Dickson, Prescott Ariz, March

Supt Leupp Indian Agency,
Leupp, Arig, . ,
Sip s Subject-Joe Williams _ . ¢.% ¢
Chargs . Polygany f“&g‘
Our Office is in receipt of a communication
Attorney General relative to the above styled cause, and request-
Ing us to take such action as the facts warranted.
Do you desire to indtitute criminal proceedings against the
Indian Will iams? if so will you xindly give me the names of ths
witnesses who can "testify to the plural marriages-that is those
who now the narriage ceremony actually took placs in oothe cases,
and about the date of the last marriage.
Also the names of both wives-given names or names they go by.
There has bsen considerable dodbt in the minds of our courts

as to whe ther a marriage of Indians according to their tribal

custons would pe sufficient o sustain an indictment for Poly-

gamy, but we are willing to try it if yow still desire to prosscute.
Our attention has been called to similar cases on other reser-

vations, but in most instances the Agent or Superintendent, rather

than te prosecute them, have conisnted themselves by trying to
teach them the evils thereof, but if in your judgment any good to
the service will result from a prosecution we will take it up at
the first term of our Grand Jury. ,
| Very truly Yours,
(3d) J.C.Forrest
Asst, U.5. Attorn97
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