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Tb Commissioner 

O i  Indian ~ i i a i r s ;  
Washington, 

S ir : .- 
I am in receipt  of Office l e t t e r  of July 12th 1912, enclos- 

: ing for consideration a n d  prompt rebort  a copy o f  a p e t i t i o n  
, 

from some o f  the Indians witn reference to my actiorl in issuing 
a marriage license to a member o f  the tr ibe who has already two 
wives, anci a lso as t o  the matter of the Indians parforming Habor. 

In making reply to the complaints included i n  t h i s  peti t ion 
I have to say that  your O f f  ice is  r i g h %  in i t s  inference " tha t  
the  facts  as s e t  forth in the f i r s t  paragraph of t h i s  p t i t i o n  
appew Lo be s imilar to those 1 t h ~  case o f  Joe Mil 1 iapzs ." The 
matter complsinsd of by the three Indians whose nmes appear 
upon the p t i t i o n ,  re1 a b s  to t b  said Joe R i l l  iams. 

I respl;3ctfully re fer  to my l e t t e r s  o f  iVov. 15th and Nov. 25 th  
1911. U t h  the l a t e r  l e t t e r  T anclosed a l e t t e r  from tb 
D i s  t r i c t  Attorney of ths  county re la t ive  t o  bigamy, under W. S .  
lam and  also as to the customs of the Indians i n  r a g w d  b their  
marriages b e i n g  recognized as valid marriages, etc. ,  

. I b r e w i t h  erlclose a co y o f  a l e t t e r  from the Assistant 
a U.S. Attorney, Mr. J.C.Forres , w i t h  reference to the case o f  /'. 

Joe Zilliams, in which he says:- 

"Thsre has been some cohsiderable d o u b t  in the minds o f  our  
courts as to  ahethar a marriage o f  Inuims according to the i r  
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t r i b a i t  customs would be s u f f i c i e n t  to sustain an i n d i c t a a n t  
f o r  Polygamy, b u t  we strs w i l l i n g  to try i t  i f  y o u  s t i l l  d e s i r e  
t o  ~ z ' o s ( ~ c u ~ ~ S  . " 

Aibr tk rece ip t  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  and g i v i n g  care  fa1 con- 

s j l d e r s t i o r l  to call t h e  f a c t s  in the case ,  so f a x  as I couibd 
g a t h e r  them t h r u  d i f f e r e n t  i n b r p r e t w s ,  I d i d  not'deem i t  best  
%o take any f u r t h e r  steps l o o k i n g  t o  the p r o s e c u t i o n  of Will iams. 
I t  were sirnple i d l e - f o l l y  f o r  me to undertake to o b t a . i n  witnes- 
S ~ S  who could b s  t i f y  t h a t  ti "marriage ceremony  had a c t u a l l y  t a k e n  
pi ace bo t b  c a m s  . " In f a c t  !moving  n o n  She circumrs tsnces 
much bet ter  t h a n  I d i d  when I wrote t o  y o u r  O f f i c e  ( R o y .  15./111 

I have f e l t  that  Joe Williams was p u n i s h e d  enough, a i d  I w i l l  s a y  
f r a n k l y ,  'clra.t i f  f had t h e  laatter t o  & c t  npon again (ab i n i t i o )  
I would deal more l e n i e n t l y  w i t h  Joe than 1 d i d .  He made n o  corn- 
pf n i n t  a1 tho he gas k e p t  here a t  work for  n s a r l y  o r  q u i b  t h r ~ e  
months .  

the man m d h i s  raivds could be b r o u g h t  t o g a t h e y .  On several  
occasions I had Joe b r o u g h t  t o  the Office wid  andeavored ko psr- 
made him that i t  was b e s t  for him ta be reconci led w i t h  hihi wives; 
b u t  ha made, g e n e r a l l y ,  b u t  one answer, a n d  that  was, t h a t  he 
m u l d  d i e  raqther than 1 ive ~ i t h  tha o l d e r   roman. - 

Many o f  the Indims-some o f  the bat ter  class- i n c l u d i n g  two 
o f  h i s  orothersrbsll three o f  these Wlliams boys b e i n g  f a s  a n d  avay 
tila bes t  wcsr!ms npon th is  side of  Cas t l e  S u t b  s t a t i o n )  cam to 
;oa w d  astied t h a t  Joe m i g h t  be ral ievsd,  as they  t h o u g h t  be h a  
been pun i s h e a  e n o u g h .  

I t  is p r o p s :  t o  say &re  tha t  up011 JOB'S S @ ~ U T B ~ ~ ~ O ~  from h i s  

wives he ~ a d e  a v e r y  f a i r  d i v i s i o n ,  ris nearly a l l  t h e  Iudians 
I 
1 



admit, o f  alw3a,w; 7 
shsap,  a n d  jene r -%d 

g of  horses, c a t t l e ,  
as accepted by h i s  

1 

wives, a t  the  time, a5 ia; f u l l  md s a t i s f a c t o r y  sa ttlemen t .  
Up to  t:he time t h a t  Joe Nil1 iarns took as his second wife 

the  d a u g h b r  o f  h i s  f i r s t  wife no I n d i a n  on the reservation had 
a be t t e r  raputation %or trnthiulness,  honesty and  industry. Me 
was s m p l o y e d  for. tw or three years by Mr. John G. Walker, l a h  
a B 0 ,  an d Mr. Wal mr says t h a t  he prove d to be s t;c ic tl y , 

1 

hone s t . O w i u  2 $0 t b  disposition and bmpcranaen t o f  906 ' 8  
I 

f i r s t  wife, who, ets I have been informed, has had several husbmds, 
Willism (Joe)  t w t i f i e d  t h a t  he was cornpelled to separate from 
h i s  wivas, and his b s  t imony w i t h  r a f ~ r e n c ~  to the temper of his 
f i r s t  wife, was corroborated byother  re l iab le  Indians. Joe 
Williams a ~ y r a s s e d  himself as b e i n g  willing to l i v e  w i t h  %he 

. d a u g h t e r  (who was given to him t o  bs h i s  wife by tfle mother) of  
th i s  womin b u t  could n o t  $0 so w i t h o u t  trouble on p a r t  o f  h i s  f i r s t  
wife. 

On tb 2 5 t h  of l a s t  May soae of the f r i e n d s  of Joe Williams 
came ID the o f f i c e  m d  w a n t e d  t o  &now XE I would be w i l l i n g  to 
have Joe married to Boa~lsh Gsszy ' s  daugi ibr ,  one who has gone 
for gevsral p a r s  by the nam 0 %  "Princess" I a ~ k @ d  that  Joe 
himsel f would coma &rid. tal  k the matter over slth ne . k cams 
on tb following # o n d a y ,  a n d  a f t e r  learning that  he bad separrabl 
from his wives f u l l y  e i g h t  ruonlbiha (Mr. M&xm11, my predecassor, 
e s t ab l i shed  the rule that  no ~narriagtt should take place betra~rren 

- 

p a r t i e s  who had seprtrated, w i t h i n  s ix  ( 6 )  months .) I agreed to 
i s s u e  ~rt l icense  f o r  this marriage, a n d  d i d  issue such  license on 
May 28 th  1912, 

Su~nrrling up ,  Joe Nilliams has borne an e x c ~ l l o n t  r e p u t a t i o n  f or 
h o n e s t y ,  for a o b r i e t l y  fo r  industry; ho made a f a i r  division of 
h i s  p r a p r t y ,  ~ h i c  ras scceyted a t  the time by h5a g i v e s  as f u l l  

m d  sa t i s fac tory :  s ince  h i s  separation he has conducted himself 



as sn u p r i g h t  man, t h o  he be an Int3ian, w a i t i n g  f u l l  e i g h t  ( 8 )  
mon ths before he p r o p o s e d  narr iage . I f u l l y  be1 i e v e  t h a - t  trls 
l u g e x  major i ty  o f  th@ I n d i a n s  under  t h i s  agency f u l l y  approve 
the course p u r s u ~ d  i n  Will ians ' case, I an irrforlnsd t h a t  
Peg h - la-  ka i - s t s i t  t t y  tr i@ d to h i s  u t m s  t tta prevai l  upon Sech as hrt 
Hlzlon~a, one 0 %  t b  Judges, and Host inc;  E t t s i s a y ,  e f a p t a i n  09 

Police, t o  u n i t e  w i t h  him on t h i s  p e t i t i o n ,  b u t  t b a t  b o t h  o f  thase 
ram p o s i t i v e l y  rofmed to s i g n  the same. 

As t o  the c o m p l a i n  L a b o u t  work:- 
The ps t i t i o n  says:-"Afso our  people go t o  Mr. Dicktron far 

"%or k . He b l l s  us t b r s  is no  work f o r  US,  b u t  210 wants US 

" to  go to t b s  Buttes,  a; l o n g  ways o f f ,  and m y  he g i v e  us t o r k  
" thf? re . I' 

mow the f a c t  is  t h a t  I haw n s v e r  r e f u s e d  a s i n g l e  Indim 
work vrhm them wsls work to be dons .  I hava never asked any o f  
-tho Ind i ans ,  who were n o t  1 i u i n g  in  the B u t t e  d i s t r i c t ,  to go there 

& d  work-not one.  TIM Indians on t h i s  a i d e  of the 8 u t t e  country, 
who have received, wagons, have paid t o r  thew by w o r k ,  and s o  f a r  
as I k-aow, there has never Lean my conpln)aints. The I n d i a n s  
outsdde a i  tbe 9nt te  d i s t r i c t  have receired in cask  for  h a u l i n g  
suppl ies  d u r i n g  f i s c a l  year 1912 t h e  sum o f  8940,54, beside the 
c r e d i t s  t k y  have r e c e i v w N o r  h a u l i n g )  uyou t h e i r  wagons.  The 
h t t e  people have r9cd i ve  d none-or  cooapw&t ive ly  none-no t to  ex- 
cea4 $51. iir a l l .  Wa have mansgad to g i v e  th@ Budlb I l ldims 

work w o u a d  tk s t a t i o n  o r  upon reservoirs B ~ C .  Pash l a  h i  e t- 
sa t t y  ' s  eon Clyde has paid f o r  a wagon w i t h  work, so has Sampson 
Pesh I n  kai s ' c t s e t t y  ' 3  nephew arkd so haw o t b r  Indians recoinen- 
ded by t h i a  I nd im .  R s h  l a  mi a t tsa  t t y  has b e e n % o d d l b d r  

a i d  pa t t ed  on ths b a c k  so much t h a t  he bsgim to think he can 
co l i t ro l  a i l  t h i n g s .  I do n o t  belllsve i n  this, a n d  t h i n k  i t  is 
hur  t f ul . I try t o  t r ea t  a l l  kindly, b u t n o  f a r n i l i m i t y .  



Two o f  t h e s e  I n d i a n s  would have your  Office believe .that 
t h e y  sre grea t  s t icklers  (observers) of the law, m d  1 respect- 
f u l l y  ask a t t en t ion  %$ 1x0 l e t t e r s ,  h e r e w i t h  enclosed from & D  Mr. Mat thew M .  Murphy,,Supervisor o f  Farming, a n d  Mr. S ~ i t h ,  
Forest Suprvisor-the l e t t e r  of Mr. Murphy r e l a t i n g  to  Dine Pazzy 
2tlld Pesh l a i  xai e t t s e  t t y ,  the l e t t e r  o f  Mr. SmHth r e l a t i n g  to 
Pesh l a i  kai d t t s e t t y .  

In a l l  tl?s time t h a t  I have been here Fesh l a i  !rai e t t s e t t y  
ha8 never b r o u g h t  to  my a t t e n t i o n  (8,s othes have done) a single 
ins'tar~cu o r  iil f r ac t ion  sf the l a m ,  ad 1 have q e w m  t~ be1 ieve 
t h a t  he ha8 11118wn (if g&nbl  iq &tic, b u t  h a s  jas t witheld tb in fo r -  
mation. His o n l y  griavuica, as I be1 ieva, i~ t h a t  he is no t a l -  

I 
I lowed t o  dic t a b  in ms tters o f agency affai rs  . 


