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There i n  no aut me S a @ ~ & * e  of a 

marriage liasnrse t o  any Indi&@, @%%&&en 8r nan-aitiaen, by an 

Goverment officer i n  charge -af an Indian 8so~rve;t ion ; and 

5 cfl 

by any o f f i c e r ,  the i~suanee~ @I Zioenes6, st pernit* without . , 

l e g a l  authority cbuld not add t o  or diaini~h the rights af l i a -  a 
bilitiera of  the parties t o  an Indian custom marriage? or affect  

the s ta tus  of the chiJdren. I 

An Agent b or Superintendent v a u L 1 , ~ e n ~ @ H  is o mrs 

bluf f  so far ata legality fo  concerned and works againat the i n -  

t ere s t s  of the Indians; fsr, &#&%sad o~f encouraging complianoe 

w i t h  State law@ by allo.tz$sd Indiana or  theare u n a l l o t t e d  Indiens 

who come under the inf luenoa of the reservation whoelor, its 

tenddncy is  t o  keep them and the whq5,a trfba, through t h e m ,  in 

ignorance of such State Lwwa, by wbstituting something which 

$%t Indians living i n  tribal relat ions  are s o t  #abject t o  the 

State or Territorial  laws on marriage and divorce, and , in ef- 
f e c t ,  that a marriage by church ceremony may be effectual* and 

finally dis~olved in the oih lndian custom way, without refer- 

ence t o  the State  courts. 



If the marriage be not according t o  the  Indian  sustom 

nor i n  compliance w i t h  S t a t e  ;Lawe, it cannot be a marriage by 

v i r t u e  of the Superintenden$*# pretea4ed l i c e n s e  o r  approval.  

The assumption, f o r  temporary e f f ec t  on the minds of the  Indians ,  

of powers not per ta in ing  t o  his office, and the  issuance of 

sham l i c e n s e s  o r  dis$,sce decrees which the Department and the 
as soon as property and knlmritaaces r equ i re  determinat ion 

c o u r t s  must repudiate  f o r  want of l e g a l  e f f e c d  w i l l  reduce the 

educative value of his  adminiatrat  ion , and show it t o  have been 
the  

an obs t ruc t ing  r a t h e r  thaq/"advancingw po l i cy  vhich i t  w a s  i n -  
tended t o  be.  

The "heed menw which is  understood t o  be the Ind ians t  

ow n rep resen ta t ive  governing body, it would seem, could be 

inf luenced by t h e  Superintendent i n  t h e i r  cons idera t ion  of 

all i r r e g u l a r  cases  and those wherein the  b e t t e r  or  more pro- 

g ress ive  Indian customs a r e  v i o l a t e d .  
If this  body has come t o  

have any j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  such mattere ,  conferred by t h e  t r i b e ,  

s o  that i t s  c o m i d e r a t i o n  of such cases  i s  sought by the  I n -  

d ians  and r e c d g n i z e d  by them as necessary i n  t h e  present  day 

and. action that the Superintendent might take would be .only 

i n  the maintenance of good order on the r e s e r v a t i o n ,  and not 
f smily 

w i t h  any idea of changing the&atus of the Indiana 


