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A gopy ”i  ffi - @**#&ﬂﬁﬁiﬁwnn:dm$ﬁ %o Dine Yazzi
and othsrs is inoloaed ) ¥ewith for your informatien,
 §&¢ of thwwm@axg&tﬁﬁmammimw mmndihiana which the

Government kas to contend with on the Wavejo Reservation is
the moral laxity of the Indians regarding marriage and di-
vores, ewpecially omses suph as the Willlame éiﬁsm on which
you have recently reported. These plural mhrriages and thoue
‘wﬁth;ya&ng girle are matjers of deepeet consern and, while .
the Office and the Depariment &magmm ‘these ﬁ% o made ao-
acording to Tndisn muaﬁauywhurw,thﬁ aﬁntxaotiﬁg parties are
noncltizens, in so a7 a8 they affect the dletribution of the
estates of Indiane, yet they are «x&xnma&wdatwim@ntd1~tw.ﬁ

beet interests of the Indlane. The diffieulty _;Mj mm"mﬁmﬁ

them is fully recegnized here,but thegs vevy

should spur you on to remewsd efforte for

ing child marriages and baving other marrl

Raani

accordance with the laws of the land. On rewervetions such
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as ybdrakthqkegmay be

®es there would.
Badiion ‘eny aammen law m&xrﬂ&ga
( A&n this oasse but in all other
» &ﬁd&u&a & record as comwplete ap
practisable should be mae aﬁ the Ageney office. You ashould

comply with the terme of Office Oireulsr lesusd on April 35,
1801,

While palygamnua marriages are vicious yet thay are
not 80 much sc as the revoléing vustom of ohild marri&gms and
the Office intends to use all i%s power to break up these
anong the Indians, As a&wqm&nﬁandent of the reservation you
should not in any manmer regognise any marriage of an Ia&ian
obild fourteen yeavs of age or under, but see that such whild
is promptly taken away and the Indian ocntracting sush is
properly punishadg

¥hile Indian custom warriages ars xeaﬂgmﬁwad by t&a |
Department, they should be diseouraged in uwwwy waw pﬁﬂwihla,

and the ceremony presaeribed in the c&rwuimw» ;,xmaa to caryied
out whenever practicable. A full record ef*aii xga&an austﬂ&
marriages should be kept.

Divorces even by Indian custom, except in the noat

Tlegrant inetances of dereliatiana upon the part of either ope
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